Approved Species List

PLEASE NOTE: Species survivability may vary by location

Common Name

Scientific Name

Acceptable Cultivars (noted regions)

Large Shade Trees

Black Maple Acer nigrum

Commemoration, Crescendo, Endowment, Fall Fiesta,
Sugar Maple Acer saccharum n

Legacy, Green Mountain
Yellow Buckeye Aesculus flava

Ohio Buckeye

Aesculus glabra

Yellow Birch Betula alleghaniensis

River Birch Betula nigra Heritage

Gray Birch Betula populifolia

Pignut Hickory Carya glabra (Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)
Pecan Carya illinoinensis (Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)

Shellbark Hickory

Carya laciniosa

(Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)

Shagbark Hickory

Carya ovata

Northern Catalpa

Catalpa speciosa

Hackberry Celtis occidentalis Chicagoland, Prairie Pride, Windy City
Katsuratree Cercidiphyllum japonicum

Yellowwood Cladrastis kentuckea

Persimmon Diosyros virginiana

Thornless Honeylocust Gledistsia triacanthos Northern Acclaim, Skyline, Shademaster
Black Walnut Juglans nigra

Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua (Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)
Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera (Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)
Osage Orange Maclura pomifera White Shield

Cucumbertree Magnolia

Magnolia acuminita

Blackgum

Nyssa slyvatica

American Hophornbeam/Ironwood

Ostrya virginiana

London Planetree

Platanus x acerfolia

Bloodgood, Exclamation

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis

Bigtooth Aspen Populus grandidentata (Northern lowa - North of HWY 30)
Quaking Aspen Populus tremuloides (Northern lowa - North of HWY 30)
White Oak Quercus alba

Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor

Scarlet Oak Quercus coccinea

Northern Pin Oak

Quercus ellipsoidalis

Shingle Oak Quercus imbricaria
Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa

Chinkapin Oak

Quercus muehlenbergii

Pin Oak

Quercus palustris



http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275388&isprofile=1&basic=black%20maple
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/5904/Commemoration_Sugar_Maple/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/crescendo-sugar-maple/
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST052
https://kb.jniplants.com/fall-fiesta-sugar-maple-acer-saccharum-bailsta/
https://bowerandbranch.com/products/legacy-sugar-maple
https://sylvangardenslandscape.com/plant-profile/sugar-maple-green-mountain-plant-profile/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/yellow-buckeye/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a845
https://wildadirondacks.org/trees-of-the-adirondacks-yellow-birch-betula-alleghaniensis.html
https://shop.arborday.org/heritage-river-birch
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/gray-birch/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/pignut-hickory/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281352&isprofile=1&basic=pecan
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281353&isprofile=1&basic=shellbark%20hickory
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wildflowers/plant-of-the-week/Catalpa-speciosa.shtml
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a858
https://hinsdalenurseries.com/products/chicagoland-hackberry/
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/1670/Prairie_Pride_Common_Hackberry/
https://dawesarb.arboretumexplorer.org/taxon-20711.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=j710
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/plant-finder/plant-details/kc/a270/cladrastis-kentukea.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=h740
https://sactree.org/trees/autumn-gold-ginkgo/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/golden-colonnade-ginkgo/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/trees/halka-ginkgo/
https://www.halkanursery.com/our-trees/maidenhair/upright-ginkgo/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/presidential-gold-ginkgo/
https://www.monrovia.com/princeton-sentry-ginkgo.html
https://www.ndsuresearchfoundation.org/northern_acclaim
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/skyliner_honeylocust
https://www.arborvalleynursery.com/plants/shademaster-honeylocust
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280572&isprofile=1&adv=kentucky%20coffee%20tree
https://www.mckaynursery.com/kentucky-coffeetree-decaf
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/espresso-kentucky-coffee-tree/
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/gymnocladus_dioicus_kentucky_colonel--kentucky_coffeetree
https://northerngardener.org/kentucky-coffeetree/
https://dawesarb.arboretumexplorer.org/taxon-22425.aspx
https://kuenziturfnursery.com/product/prairie-titan-kentucky-coffeetree/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/trees/skinny-latte-kentucky-coffee-tree/
https://minnesotanurseryresearchcorporation.org/2017/01/03/stately-manor-kentucky-coffeetree/
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/black-walnut
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=liquidambar
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&adv=tulip%20tree
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/osage-orange
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282518&isprofile=1&basic=magnolia
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=279346&isprofile=1&basic=nyssa%20sylvatica
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/plant-finder/plant-details/kc/l330/ostrya-virginiana.aspx
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/bloodgood_planetree
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/exclamation-london-planetree/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/sycamore/
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/bigtooth_aspen.html
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Plants-and-Fungi/Quaking-Aspen
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280711&isprofile=1&adv=white%20oak
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/plant-finder/plant-details/kc/q330/quercus-bicolor.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=r700
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/northern_pin_oak.html
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/plant-finder/plant-details/kc/a899/quercus-imbricaria.aspx
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280704&isprofile=1&adv=quercus%20macrocarpa
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280722&isprofile=1&basic=chinkapin%20oak
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280745&isprofile=1&basic=pin%20oak

Common Name

Scientific Name

Acceptable Cultivars (noted regions)

English Oak

Quercus robur

Heritage Oak

Quercus robur x macrocarpa

Northern Red Oak

Quercus rubra

Shumard Oak

Quercus shumardii

Black Oak

Quercus velutina

American Linden

Tilia americana

American Sentry, Boulevard, Front Yard, Legend

Littleleaf Linden

Tilia cordata

Glenleven

Silver Linden

Tilia tomentosa

American Elm

Ulmas americana

Jefferson, New Harmony, Prairie Expeditions, St. Croix

Rock Elm

Ulmus thomasii

Low-Growing Shade Trees

Paperbark Maple Acer griseum
Autumn Brilliance, Allegheny, Cole's Select, Cumulus,
Serviceberry Amelanchier spp. Lamarkii, Princess Diana, Shadblow, Snowcloud, Spring

Flurry, Strata

European Hornbeam

Carpinus betulus

American Hornbeam

Carpinus caroliniana

Dwarf Hackberry

Celtis tenuifolia

Eastern Redbud

Cercis canadensis

Pagoda Dogwood

Cornus alternifolia

Kousa Dogwood

Cornus kousa

Cornelian Cherry Dogwood Cornus mas

Eastern Wahoo Euonymus atropurpureus

Witch hazel Hamamelis viginiana

Elizabeth Magnolia Magnolia x ‘Elizabeth’

Loebner Magnolia Magnolia x loebneri Ballerina, Leonard Messell, Merrill, Spring Snow
Saucer Magnolia Magnolia x soulangeana

Star Magnolia

Magnolia stellata

Centennial, Royal Star

Flowering Crabapple

Malus spp.

Adirondack, Donald Wyman, Doublooms, Golden
Raindrops, Harvest Gold, Indian Magic, Louisa, Orange
Crush, Purple Prince, Raspberry Spear, Red Jewel, Royal
Fountain, Royal Raindrops, Ruby Dayze, Show Time, Snow
Crystal, Sparkling Sprite, Sugar Tyme

Dwarf Chinkapin Oak

Quercus prinoides

Bladdernut Staphylea trifolia
Nannyberry Viburnum lentago

Blackhaw Viburnum

Viburnum prunifolium

Conifers

White Fir / Concolor Fir

Abies concolor

Eastern Redcedar

Juniperus virginiana

European Larch

Larix decidua

Dawn Redwood

Metasequoia
glyptostroboides

Norway Spruce

Picea abies

White Spruce

Picea glauca

Black Hills Spruce

Picea glauca var. densata

Black Spruce

Picea mariana



https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/english-oak/
https://www.arborvalleynursery.com/plants/oak-heritage
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280723&isprofile=1&basic=quercus%20rubra
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/black_oak.html
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/american-sentry-linden/
https://trees.umn.edu/nursery-tour/species/boamli
https://bowerandbranch.com/products/frontyard-american-linden
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/1523/Legend_Linden/
https://www.naturehills.com/linden-glenleven
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=287372&isprofile=1&basic=tilia%20tomentosa
https://www.usna.usda.gov/assets/images/as_pdf_image/Ulmus_americana_Jefferson.pdf
https://www.usna.usda.gov/assets/images/as_pdf_image/Ulmus_americana_New_Harmony.pdf
https://www.fast-growing-trees.com/products/prairie-expedition-elm-tree?variant=39741171400766
https://firsteditionsplants.com/product/st-croix-american-elm/
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/rock_elm.html
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/acer-griseum-paperbark-maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=b240
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/allegheny-serviceberry/
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/1872/Coles_Select_Serviceberry/
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/611/Cumulus_Serviceberry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=262984
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242791
https://shop.arborday.org/serviceberry
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/snowcloud-serviceberry/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/spring-flurry-serviceberry/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/spring-flurry-serviceberry/
https://woodyplants.nres.uiuc.edu/plant/amegrst
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/european-hornbeam/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/american-hornbeam/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/celtis-tenuifolia/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280440&isprofile=1&adv=redbud
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=279335&isprofile=1&basic=cornus%20alternifolia
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/kousa-dogwood/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/cornelian-cherry-dogwood/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=k240
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281023&isprofile=1&basic=hamamelis%20virginiana
https://www.monrovia.com/elizabeth-magnolia.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249469&isprofile=0&
https://www.monrovia.com/leonard-messel-magnolia.html
https://arboretum.harvard.edu/plant-bios/merrill-loebner-magnolia/
https://arboretum.harvard.edu/plant-bios/merrill-loebner-magnolia/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=261557&isprofile=1&basic=saucer%20magnolia
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/magnolia-stellata-centennial-star-magnolia
https://www.monrovia.com/royal-star-magnolia.html
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/malus-adirondack-crabapple
https://arboretum.harvard.edu/plant-bios/donald
https://www.arboretum.purdue.edu/explorer/plants/405/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/golden-raindrops-crabapple/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/golden-raindrops-crabapple/
https://www.plantingtree.com/products/harvest-gold-crabapple-tree
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/malus-indian-magic
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/malus-louisa
https://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/go/166283
https://davesgarden.com/guides/pf/go/166283
https://www.naturehills.com/crabapple-purple-prince
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/raspberry-spear-crabapple/
https://www.mckaynursery.com/red-jewel-crabapple
https://essenceofthetree.com/products/427-flowering-crabapple-malus-royal-fountain
https://essenceofthetree.com/products/427-flowering-crabapple-malus-royal-fountain
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/royal-raindrops-crabapple/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/ruby-dayze-crabapple/
https://www.provenwinners.com/plants/malus/show-time-crabapple-malus-x
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/snow-crystal-crabapple/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/snow-crystal-crabapple/
https://jfschmidt.com/all-trees/introductions/sparkling-sprite-crabapple/
https://www.gardenia.net/plant/malus-sugar-tyme
https://naturalresources.extension.iastate.edu/forestry/iowa_trees/trees/dwarf_chinkapin_oak.html
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=i890
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/nannyberry/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=278961&isprofile=1&basic=viburnum%20prunifolium
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=284980&isprofile=1&basic=abies%20concolor
https://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=juvi
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/european-larch-larix-decidua/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a396
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=284987&isprofile=1&adv=picea%20abies
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=284990&isprofile=1&basic=picea%20glauca
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=252801&isprofile=1&adv=picea%20glauca
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/black-spruce/

Common Name Scientific Name Acceptable Cultivars (noted regions)
Serbian Spruce Picea omorika
White Pine Pinus strobus
Douglas Fir Pseudotsuga menziesii
Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum (Southern lowa Only - South of HWY 30)
Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadesis

Prohibited Trees: Freeman/Hybrid Maple (acer x freemanii Autumn Blaze, Armstrong, Marmo, and Sienna Glen are
frequently seen cultivars), Amur Maple, Norway Maple, Ash, Blue Spruce, Callery/Ornamental Pear, Ornamental Cherry,
Mulberry, Golden Raintree, Tree of Heaven, Black Locust, White Poplar, Siberian Elm, Russian Olive and Salt Cedar.

For questions or assistance, please contact DNR Program Coordinator Chip Murrow at (515) 822-1031 or
chip.murrow@dnr.iowa.gov



http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285034&isprofile=1&basic=picea%20omorika
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285004&isprofile=1&adv=pinus%20strobus
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/douglas-fir/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=271366&isprofile=1&basic=taxodium%20distichum
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285010&isprofile=1&basic=tsuga%20canadensis
mailto:chip.murrow@dnr.iowa.gov

