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16. Consulting Engineer’s Justifications
1. A mound system has no odor or surface discharge

2. There are individual on-site wastewater systems on adjacent lots, some of them are mound systems.
The community mound system works the same as the on-site systems, only larger.

3. The intent of the 1000 feet minimum separation was to separate lagoons or other surface discharging
systems or systems that may have an odor concern from residence.

4. The regulation regarding hog lots was 750 feet and recently was increased to 1000 feet (see the
attached article). Unlike hog lots. Mound systems have no odor therefore do not require the 1000-foot
separation.




5. The state requires a 10-foot separation from existing homes to on-site systems. This subdivision could
have had individually managed single home sand filters on the 13 lots; each with surface discharge and
would not have required the 1000-foot separation. Unlike individual sand filters that in the past have
not been maintained or monitored, the community mound system will be managed and maintained on a
regular bases. Therefore, the state should be encouraging the community systems where soils and ;
landscape do not allow for conventional on-site systems. p—
750
— 6. The closet resident is 888 feet from the mound system. ——
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MMS CONSULTANTS, INC.

1917 S. GILBERT STREET ¢ IOWA CITY « IOWA 52240-4363

. OFFICE 319-351-8282 FAX: 319-351-8476

October 4, 1999

Mr. Wayne Farrand

Wastewater Permits Section

Iowa Department of Natural Resources
Wallace State Office Building

900 East Grand Ave

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0034

Re: Project # S99-350-S
Stoney Pointe Subdivision-Sewage
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L.A.
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We are requesting a variance of 500 feet from the 1000 feet minimum separation distance from existing
homes to the Community Mound System. The reasons for the variance request are:

1. A mound system has no odor or surface discharge

2. There are individual on-site wastewater systems on adjacent lots, some of them are mound systems.
The community mound system works the same as the on-site systems, only larger.

3. The intent of the 1000 feet minimum separation was to separate lagoons or other surface discharging
systems or systems that may have an odor concern from residence.

4. The regulation regarding hog lots was 750 feet and recently was increased to 1000 feet (see the

attached article). Unlike hog lots, Mound systems have no odor therefore do not require the 1000-foot
separation.

5. The state requires a 10-foot separation from existing homes to on-site systems. This subdivision could
have had individually managed single home sand filters on the 13 lots; each with surface discharge and
would not have required the 1000-foot separation. Unlike individual sand filters that in the past have
not been maintained or monitored, the community mound system will be managed and maintained on a
regular bases. Therefore, the state should be encouraging the community systems where soils and
landscape do not allow for conventional on-site systems.

6. The closet resident is 800 feet from the mound system.

Currently, Stoney Pointe Subdivision does not have houses built on lots, however, there may be some
houses constructed later this fall. If you have any questions, please contact us.

i, Moo
Judy Krieg

MMS Consultants
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