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CONSUL nNCI .NOINII,.INCI
LAND .UftVrnNCI

128 SOlrrH VINE STREET
WIlnUNlON
IOWA )21"
l'ElDHONE 019) 422-)131

TeKIPPE ENGINEERING, P.C.

lI.rcbS, 1987

IIr.P.rry Gj.r.yik
10.. o.p.rt ••nt of N.tur.l R.80ure..
H.nry A. W.llac. BuildiDg
900 Ea.t Gr~nd0.. loin••, Io.a 50319

R.. V.rianc. R~u ••t
Wa.t•••t.r Tr••t••nt Iaproy•••nt.
W••t Union, 10.. C191017 02
Proj.ct No. 8624

Th. purpo•• of this l.tt.r i. to aak•• for••l r~u ••t for. y.rianc. fro. th.
10•• Wa.t•••t.r F.ciliti•• o..ign St.ndard•• Specific.lly, s.ction 17.3.1.1c
of th. d••ign .t.nd.rd. for n•• f.ciliti•• r~uir ••• n••robic .ludg•• tabiliz.-
tion tank. to be proYid~ .ith e.rt.in .cce••• nd .af.ty f••tur•• and ~uip-
••nt.

Th•• xi.ting t.o dig•.t.r•• t th. W••t Union plant .ill r.••in in full u••• nd
.ill be .uppl•••nt~ by on. n•• a.cond.ry-bolding tank of .iailar d••ign. Th•
•xi.ting t.nk. bay. fix~ coy.r•• ith only on. 2O-inch dia••t.r acc••••• nhol.
on tb. top of ••ch. 10 .ce••• l.dd.r i•• tt.ch~ to .itb.r unit. S~i.l
tool., light., .ha.., b.rn•••••, and g•• d.t.ator••• r. DOt proYid~. lIultipl•
••If-cont.in~ br••thing unit. ar. r••dily .v.il.bl•• t the aunicipal fir.
st.tion with otb.r •••rg.nCJ g.ar.

Th•• tand.rd ••• r. obviou.ly .ritt.n .ith tb••• f.ty .nd cony.ni.nc. of th.
o~r.tor. in aind, •• tb.y .hould h.y. ~n. Con.id.r.tion. ..r. ..d. to••rd
th. nor••l d••ign of dig••t.r unit•• nd th.ir o~ration. At V••t Union, th.
propo••d t.nk i. to ~ .i.il.r to th. two .xi.ting t.nk. in con.truction
.nd o~ration.l f••t~. Tb. o~r.tor. .r. not to o~n tb•• co... ..nhol••
unl••• a probl•• with th. dig••t.r i•• ppar.nt. During ~ pr.Yioua 10 y••r.
of o~ration, tb. t.o unit. h.y. be.n op.n~ for a foa.iDg probl••• nd for a
cl••ning to r.aoy. grit. Ace••• to tb••• Dbol•• i. obt.in~ by .ith.r .alking
up th•• lo~ roof or l.ying a ladd.r do.n ag.inst th. roof for fr~u.nt trips
during cl••ning .~fort.. An .tt.ch~ ladd.r oy.r th•• lo~ roof would be a
hindranc. to th. .pplication .nd ~riodic .aint.nane. of th. in.ulation and
.urf.c. co.ting.
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Si~ of the .c~ ••nhol.. at the top of tbe d1g••ter. h.. DOt beeD • proble ••
Foa8iDg or .D, acu. probl•• caD ~ .ie.~ through • 2O-1nch 0~D1ng full, ••
•ell •• • 24-inob o~niDO .Dd pro.i~ 1••• of • hazard for the oper.tor .heD
he i. around the open coyer. The ~r.tor i. Deyer to eater the 1tOCe_
••Dhol•••

Cle.ning of the dige.ter unit. i•• ceo.pli.bed onl, .fter tbe top i. re.oved.
The unit•• re d••ign~ for rel.ti.el, e••y re80v.l of the ••t.l cover oyer
e.ch t.nk to provide .ore th.n .dequ.te .cce.. for cle.ning or .ny .ignific.nt
intern. 1 .ctiyit,. With the cover re.oved, • five-foot di•••ter cle.r opening
i. expoaed .t the center of e.ch unit. The ••••• ccea. fe.tur••• re included
in tbe de.ign of the De. unit. In .ddition, the ne. unit b••• 2O-incb
di•••ter cle.r .cce.. o~ning through the .ide of the t.nk. A .i.il.r opening
h.. Dot bP.n n~ed yet in the oper.tion of the exi.ting t.nk.. Dige.ter
cle.ning of th••• unit. i. to be done only by .peci.li.t. on • contract
.ervic.. b.... Contr.ctor. doing .uch .ork al••y•• upply their own .afety
equip ••nt. Supplying ••fet, h.rn•••••, light., .hoe., tool., .nd ••If-
cont.ined bre.thing unit•• ould probabl, onl, te.pt the oper.tor. to di.r.g.rd
the oper.tion ••nu.l .nd enter the dige.ter .t 80•• ti•••

Con.id.ring the .ce••• f••ture. incorporated into the d••ign of the ne. tank,
and the f.ct tb.t the oper.tor. are f••iliar .ith the •••• featur•• in the
exi.ting t.nk., •• requ••t • v.ri.nce fro. the requir•••nt. for .aint.nance
provision ••• described .boYe. A g•• detector i. being provided for infl•• -
.able .nd toxic g.... under this project.

TeKIPPE..,ENGI~ P.C._zr.~~~p.,. .
GT:kf

cc: City of West Union
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May 7,1986

George Tekippe
Tekippe Engineering
128 South Vine St.
West Union, IA 52175

Dear George:

Enclosed is a copy of the financial statement form I referred to in our
telephone conversation yesterday. Actually, this form is to be completed when a
community is claiming inability to meet the 1988 deadline for full compliance
because of financial hardship thus it is not necessary to submit the form when
requesting a variance. However, if the justification for a variance includes
a claim of financial hardship, then we would be looking at essentially the
same factors as those listed on the form. Thus, it may provide guidance to
you in preparing your request.

We must emphasize that variance determinations are based primarily on technical
factors regarding equivalency and economics are not the prime consideration.
Many times the technical factors are in the -gray" area and if the economic
differences are significant, we will consider them.

Sincerely,

PROGRAM OPERATIONS DIVISION

Joseph E. Obr, P.E.
D; rector

JEO:mla/POW127F09.01

Enclosure


