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SRF Environmental Review Checklist 
 
The following checklist outlines the information needed to start the SRF Environmental Review (ER) 
Services. Please provide the following to: srf-iup@dnr.iowa.gov  
*Environmental Review Services will not be initiated until after all items marked REQUIRED are received. 
 

Applicant Name:       

Applicant point of contact for environmental review (name):       

Telephone Number:       Email:       

Point of contacts role in project:       

 

✓ Contact information for other stakeholders in the project: 

      

      

      

✓ The anticipated construction start date for the proposed project. (Check ALL that apply) 
 The anticipated construction start date on the current IUP application is correct. 
 The anticipated construction start date has changed from the date listed in the IUP application. 

• What is the new anticipated construction start date for the project?       

 
 The proposed project schedule is dependent on other funding source(s). 

• Will the construction start date be delayed if other funding is not awarded?  Yes   No 
 

 The proposed project schedule is dependent on an existing compliance schedule.  

• What is the construction start date listed in the compliance schedule?       

✓ A description of the current project scope including: what is proposed to be constructed, specific construction 
methods that will be used, estimated dimensions (length, width, depth) of excavated areas and the proposed 
construction schedule if construction will be phased (REQUIRED). 

      

✓ Will an easement be necessary for the construction of the project?  Not applicable 

 Yes. Please indicate the status of the easement (i.e. existing, proposed, in negotiation, finalized, etc.):  

       

✓ Landowner permission is required for archaeological survey on private property, if needed. *Please note that 
archaeological survey will not begin until this permission is obtained. 

 Yes, landowner permission has been obtained. 

Does the landowner(s) have any specific requests or requirements for archeological work to be conducted?  

(for example, before/after harvest)?       acres 

 No, landowner permission has not been obtained at this time. 

• When is landowner permission anticipated to be obtained?        
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cconroy
Sticky Note
Please provide a contact who we can direct our questions about the environmental review to. This is often an engineer with the consulting firm. We will also include the contacts listed on the IUP application on all communication.

cconroy
Sticky Note
We ask for this information to better coordinate with other agencies that might also be working on an environmental review or need to be informed of our review (Ex: IDOT, FAA, Iowa National Guard, Council of Governments, Grant Administrators, etc.)

cconroy
Sticky Note
We ask for this to better plan our workload. We will do our best to meet your construction schedule.

cconroy
Sticky Note
We ask for this information so that we accurately encompass your entire project. Boring vs. open cut may mean the difference between a need for an additional permit or not. Required

cconroy
Sticky Note
The archaeological work will assess whether historic or prehistoric sites are present on the property. Typically, this will only involve a walk-over of the property and an appropriate number of shovel-tests depending on industry guidelines. All soil will be returned to test holes. Any artifacts found, with the exception of human remains or grave goods which are protected by State law, belong to the landowner.
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✓ Indicate if any of the following ancillary impacts will result from the proposed project. (Check ALL that apply; these are 

required to be included on the site sketch) 
 Abandonment or demolition (partial or entire) of existing building/structures 
 Borrow pits 
 Staging areas for equipment and materials 
 Temporary and/or permanent easement areas 
 Pavement replacement (street, driveway, sidewalk) 
 New access for roads/utility lines 

 

✓ A recent aerial map with the marked boundaries of the project area. The map should also include labeled location(s) 
of all proposed construction boundaries (include any ancillary impacts listed above as applicable). If a specific area 
has yet to be defined, please mark a larger area that will include the final project area.  

 An aerial map of the project area map is included (REQUIRED):  

• What is the approximate size of the total project area?       acres 

• How much of the total project area will be impacted by ground-disturbing (excavation, grading, tree removal, 

etc.) construction activity?       acres 

 A site sketch of the project area map is included with the following (REQUIRED):  

• All locations of ground disturbance and staging areas marked 

• North arrow 

• A minimum of one labeled street 
 Shape files have been provided (ArcGIS Shape Files including all .cpg, .dbf, .prj, .shp, .shx OR Google Earth 
.kml/.kmz) 

 

✓ Photos with a descriptive caption (include location & direction) of the project area showing current land use and 
habitat. (REQUIRED) 

 Photos with captions are included (digital files are preferred). 
 

✓ Indicate which of the following impacts are anticipated as a result of the proposed project. (Check ALL that apply) 

 Demolition, abandonment or rehabilitation of any building/structure over 50 years old. Picture(s) showing the 
interior and exterior façade of the building/structure should be provided. Provide the following information for 
each building/structure over 50 years old that will be impacted. 

• What year was the building/structure originally constructed? If the exact year is unknown, provide an  

estimate (REQUIRED).        

If the building/structure is over 45 years old, please answer the following: 

• Picture(s) showing the interior and exterior façade of the building/structure should be provided. 

• What is the visible material(s) of the roof, walls, and foundation?       

• Have any additions or substantial alterations to the building/structure occurred? If so, describe what was done 

and when.       

 Not applicable 

 Brick sewers or street surfaces will be disturbed by construction activity.  Not applicable 

 Sewers  Manholes 

 Streets  Other:       

• Has a historic context (including Iowa Site Inventory Forms) been prepared for the brick sewers/street 

surfaces?  Yes   No 

• Describe any planned steps to minimize adverse effect to the brick sewers/streets. 
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Sticky Note
Wherever ground-disturbing work will be done specifically for this project, our team needs to include that work in the environmental review. Note - if borrow soil will be obtained by the contractor without a specific source location designated, it need not be included. Required

cconroy
Sticky Note
We ask that you be accurate, but to give yourself a little wiggle room. If you are zoomed in a lot, please let us know in which area of town the work is in so we can find the project area. (e.g. NE side of town)

cconroy
Sticky Note
Photos can help us to understand quickly what is present on-site and assess the area for features like wetlands or historic structures (or the absence thereof). SHPO needs photos to support out determination of affect.

cconroy
Sticky Note
These unique situations often require an additional step or two in assessing the impact of the project.

cconroy
Sticky Note
If structures over 45-years old are involved, additional information may be needed to conduct the historic portion of the review.

cconroy
Sticky Note
Brick structures may be historic and brick streets may contribute to a historic area.
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 Existing prairie will be disturbed by construction activity.  Not applicable 

• How much prairie will be disturbed?       acres 

• Has a floral study been conducted of the prairie area?  Yes   No 

• Describe any planned steps to minimize adverse effect to the prairie. 

       

 Trees (greater than 4” diameter breast height) will be removed.  Not applicable 

• Will tree removal occur between October 1 and March 31 to avoid impacting federally threatened or 

endangered bat species during the summer maternity period?  Yes   No 

 Wetlands will be disturbed by construction activity.  Not applicable 

• How much of the wetland area will be permanently impacted?       acres 

• What construction method(s) are planned for the crossing?       

• Has a Joint Application been submitted to determine permit requirements?  Yes   No 

 Planned stream/creek crossings.  Not applicable 

• What is the name of the stream/creek crossing?       

• What construction method(s) are planned for the crossing?       

• Will excavation activity take place to the bed, bank of the stream/creek?  Yes   No 

• Has a Joint Application been submitted to determine permit requirements?  Yes   No 

 Planned work within a mapped 100-year flood plain.  Not applicable 

• What construction activity is planned within the flood plain?       

• What construction method(s) are planned for work within the flood plain?       

• If ground disturbance will occur, will pre-construction contours be restored after construction activity is 

completed?  Yes   No 

• Has a Joint Application been submitted to determine permit requirements?  Yes   No 

 Planned work within state or federal owned and/or managed land.  Not applicable 

• What construction activity is planned within state/federal land?       

• Has a Joint Application been submitted to determine permit requirements?  Yes   No 
**In the interest of keeping your project on schedule, SRF recommends submitting the Joint Application as soon as plans are 
detailed enough to do so. 

 Farmland will be permanently converted to non-agricultural uses.  Not applicable 

• What is the total size of the farm unit(s) that contains the project area?       acres 

• How much of the project area has been farmed (managed for a scheduled harvest, haying, pasture or timber  

activity) more than 5 of the last 10 years?       acres 

• How much of the project area will be permanently converted from agricultural use as a result of the proposed  

project?       acres 

 

✓ Additional comments: 
      

http://www.iowasrf.com/
cconroy
Sticky Note
Prairie is a unique habitat that may be home to endangered species.

cconroy
Sticky Note
Tree removal may adversely impact endangered species, but the impact can be minimized through timing. 

cconroy
Sticky Note
Wetlands are a unique habitat that may include endangered species, but also may require USACE permitting as wetlands are considered Waters of the United States.

cconroy
Sticky Note
Some rivers or creeks in Iowa are home to endangered species, but these crossings may also require permitting through the USACE and State and/or local floodplain organizations depending on the details of the crossing.

cconroy
Sticky Note
Even if you aren’t crossing a stream, if work is going to be conducted in the 100-year floodplain, it may require State and/or local floodplain permitting depending on the details of the work.

cconroy
Sticky Note
Work in these areas may require additional permits, such as a Sovereign Lands or Waters permit for the State of Iowa. The list of Sovereign Waters of Iowa can be found on the Iowa DNR Sovereign Lands Construction Permits website. These rules are applicable to all fee title lands and waters, dedicated lands and waters under the jurisdiction of the commission and managed by the commission for public access to a meandered sovereign lake or meandered sovereign river; meandered sovereign lakes; meandered sovereign rivers; and sovereign islands; except those portions of the Iowa River and the Mississippi River where title has been conveyed to charter cities. Any construction on, above, or under state-owned lands and/or waters must secure a sovereign lands construction permit from the Department in advance of work.

cconroy
Sticky Note
In order to assess how the conversion of agricultural land away from production will impact the larger economy, the USDA-NRCS has a procedure in place to gauge the impact. These details will help in filling out this paperwork. 

cconroy
Sticky Note
This space is for you to tell us anything addition about the project that the questions above do not address. Will the project serve future growth? Will this be connected to an IEDA Certified site?
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