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Public Water Supply Contingency/Emergency Plan Affidavit 
 

The Safe Drinking Water Act amendments of 1986 and 1996 established the concept of wellhead protection, and 

subsequently the Source Water Protection program. The program is currently overseen by the Iowa Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) and attempts to prevent potential contaminants from entering source waters and prepare for 

situations in which drinking water may be impaired through contamination, power outage and treatment or distribution 

system interruptions. In order to ensure a public water supply's preparedness in such events, a Contingency/Emergency 

Plan has been required in every approved Source Water Protection Plan (SWPP) or Wellhead Protection Plan (WHPP). 

Due to recent and growing concerns over water system security and due to many systems having previously prepared 

such a plan under the provisions of the 2002 Bioterrorism Act, the DNR is now allowing an affidavit in lieu of including a 

completed Contingency/Emergency Plan within the submitted SWPP/WHPP. Although public water supplies do not need 

to send DNR completed plans, each must have an accessible and up-to-date plan in case a catastrophic event occurs 

within their system. It is necessary for the completed water supply Contingency/Emergency Plan to contain the following 

information, at a minimum: 

 

 Contact information for water/wastewater operator. 

 Contact information for the a professional electrician, a professional plumber and an equipment repair company. 

 System's critical users must be identified and a plan for immediate notification must be created (i.e. hospitals, 

nursing homes, schools, etc.). 

 Contact information for local media, including newspaper, radio and television. 

 Contact information for a certified laboratory, local emergency contacts, state and local public health 

departments and the National Guard. 

 Contact information for the DNR's 24 hour emergency contact and the local DNR field office. 

 

 

 

I,        , representing the        

certify that a Contingency/Emergency Plan has been created for our public water supply system and that this information 

can be presented to the DNR upon request. 

    

 Signature  Date 
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