


HISTORY
• Established in 1990 by the Iowa State Legislature to divert waste materials from 

Iowa’s sanitary landfills. (Iowa Code section 455E.11 – Groundwater Protection 
Fund).  

• Funded by a percentage of Landfill tipping fees.  Funding has primarily stayed at 
the same level since program inception.  650-Percent ROI.  Funding is awarded 
through a competitive RFP process.

• FREE, CONFIDENTIAL AND NON REGULATORY.  

• Began as a pilot program at Indian Hills Community College.

• Began with ten “Boots on the Ground” IWE Area Resource Specialists, housed 
regionally at Community Colleges and Council of Governments.  Through attrition 
and by design there are now five “Boots on the Ground” specialists who serve the 
state.

• A program of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  Formerly administered 
under the Iowa Economic Development Authority.  Administration responsibilities 
shifted to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources in 2006.
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Iowa Waste Exchange
IWE handles 
all materials 
from tankers 
of industrial 
sludge to 
stuffed 
animals.

Twelve tons 
of Scholastic 
Readers from 
Iowa Schools 
matched to 
Southern U.S. 
Schools 
affected by 
hurricanes.

Construction 
and 
Demolition 
assistance.  
Including 
Iowa’s 
Derelict 
Building 
Program.

Ten tons of lab 
supplies 
matched to 
volunteers in 
the Gulf to test 
animals 
following an oil 
spill.

Mattresses, furniture 
and other supplies 
matched to domestic 
abuse shelters, 
homeless shelters and 
transitional housing 
agencies.

Food waste is a 
priority for the 
IWE.  IWE 
assists food 
manufacturers, 
C-Stores, 
Schools and 
others in 
diverting food 
materials.

50,000 square 
feet of 
carpeting 
matched to 
tornado 
victims.

Two semi 
loads of off 
spec washing 
machine 
windows used 
in an interior 
art installation.

Occasionally 
manufacturers and 
businesses will find some 
interesting inventory that 
they need assistance with. 
Such as antique Coke 
coolers

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As stated previously – never rule out a waste stream.  In addition to industrial sludges and recyclables such as paper, cardboard and plastic, items we have matched in the past have included everything from stuffed animals (lambchop puppets) from a warehouse in Mason City to construction and demolition materials including washing machine windows used as interior art in a new building downtown Des Moines. In addition to providing matches for the debris from a fire at a hog confinement facility we assisted in establishing an onsite composting pile for swine mortalities resulting from the devastation.  We also assist in recycling at special events including project AWARE, Komen Race for the Cure, Earth Day Festivals and activities throughout Iowa and others fun projects including vermicomposting at the zoo, recycling at the Capitol and various projects at the Iowa State Fair and county fairs in our respective areas.  In addition we do educational presentations and marketing for the various programs our team has to offer.



Contact:
Shelene Codner
scodner@region12cog.org
(319) 404-1942

mailto:scodner@region12cog.org
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