
Classification “a.”: Causing or presenting an imminent danger of causing irreversible or 
irreparable damage to the public health or environment—immediate action required.  
 
The documented release of contaminants is causing or the imminent threat of release of 
contaminants is likely to cause one of the following conditions: 
a. Exposure above groundwater action levels in a drinking water supply used for human or 
animal consumption. 
b. Exposure above health guidelines through inhalation, ingestion, or with direct contact with soil 
or water. 
c. Exposure resulting in the threat of acute toxic impacts on aquatic life or irreversible impact on 
the environment. 
 
Classification “b.”: Significant threat to the environment—action required.  
 
The documented release of contaminants is causing or the potential release of contaminants is 
likely to cause one of the following conditions: 
a. Groundwater contamination above groundwater action levels. 
b. The likely possibility of exposure above health guidelines through inhalation, ingestion, or 
with direct contact with soil or water. 
c. Exposure resulting in the threat of chronic toxic impacts on aquatic life or significant impact 
on the environment. 
 
Classification “c.”: Not a significant threat to the public health or environment—action 
may be deferred. There is no documented release of contaminants to groundwater above 
groundwater action levels and the potential for release under current site conditions is unlikely to 
cause a significant threat to the environment 
 
Classification “d”: Site properly closed—requires continued management.  
 
The site has been properly closed under an EPA- or state-approved remedial action plan in which 
the hazardous wastes or hazardous substances were removed, treated, or contained on site and 
one of the following conditions is required: 
 
a. Continued environmental monitoring to determine the adequacy of the remedial action. 
b. Continued site management to maintain the integrity of the physical closure structures. 
c. Continued control of site to prevent inappropriate use of the property 
 
Classification “e.”: Site properly closed, no evidence of present or potential adverse 
impact—no further action required.  
 
The site meets one of the following conditions: 
 
a. The site has undergone complete cleanup under an EPA- or state-approved closure plan and no 
monitoring, structural maintenance, site access control, or other action is required. 
b. The site has undergone other action which demonstrates that no further monitoring, structural 
maintenance, site access control, or other action is required. 


