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Located along the Upper Mississippi River in Clayton and 
Allamakee counties, the Effigy Mounds-Yellow River 
Forest Bird Conservation Area (BCA) was dedicated in 
July 2003. Also designated 
as a Globally Important Bird 
Area, due to the abundance 
of a Species of Global 
Conservation Concern, the 
Cerulean Warbler, this 
BCA totals 135,000 acres 
and contains the largest 
u n f r a g m en t ed  fo re s t 
remaining in Iowa. Every 
species of warbler regularly 
seen in Iowa can be found in 
this BCA, making it an ideal 
place for spring and fall birding. Peregrine Falcons are 
once again nesting in the cliffs along the river, and the 
state-endangered Red-shouldered Hawk also nests within 
the BCA. 

 

BIRD CONSERVATION AREAS 

Within the last two decades, alarming declines in a large 
number of species of North American birds have led to 
the emergence of national and international programs 
dedicated to the conservation of game and non-game 
birds. Since 1999, bird conservation organizations and 
enthusiasts have worked together under an umbrella 
called the North American Bird Conservation Initiative 
to “conserve all birds in all habitats.” As part of this 
initiative and in an effort to protect dwindling 

populations of many Iowa birds, the Bird 
Conservation Area (BCA) program was established by 

the Iowa DNR Wildlife 
Bureau in 2001. The present 
model BCA encompasses at 
least 10,000 acres of public 
and/or private lands with 
approximately 25 percent of 
the area established as key 

bird habitat. This concept 
is backed by research that 
suggests viable bird 
popu l a t io ns  r equ i r e 

conservation efforts at a landscape-oriented level. Each 
BCA also includes a large “core” area of protected high-
quality habitat. Surrounding this core are private lands, 
plus additional public tracts, all managed to provide good 
bird habitat. 

 

IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS 

The Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program is a global 
effort to identify and conserve areas that are vital to birds 
and other biodiversity.  Designated IBAs include sites for 
breeding, wintering, and/ or migrating birds. By 
working to identify and implement conservation 
strategies, the IBA Program hopes to minimize the 
effects of habitat degradation and loss of birds and other 
wildlife.  

 

EFFIGY MOUNDS-YELLOW RIVER FOREST 
DIVERSITY 

The Effigy Mounds-Yellow 
River Forest BCA is part of a 
region called the Driftless 
Area. Bypassed by the last 
continental glacier, which 
flattened much of the 
Midwest and left behind large 
deposits of soil and rock (or 
“drift”), this area remains 
s teep and  rugged. 
Encompassing more than 
24,000 square miles in 

Minnesota ,  Wiscons in, 
Illinois, and Iowa, the 
Driftless Area is a unique 
natural resource treasure that 
supports a wide variety of 
plants and animals. 

 

PLANTS 

The area is mostly wooded, 
and common tree species 
include oaks, maples, ash, 
basswood, elms, and hickory. 

Jeweled Shooting Star (Dodecatheon amethystinum), a state-
endangered species, is 
found in the forest. Prairie 
species such as Little 
Bluestem, Indian Grass, 
and Prickly Pear can be 
found on dry bluff tops, 
rock outcroppings, and 
steep slopes that face south 
and west.   

 

ANIMALS 

Effigy Mounds-Yellow 
River Forest BCA is home 
to White-tailed Deer, Red 
and Gray Fox, Bobcat, Coyote, Beaver, Woodchuck, 
Muskrat, Raccoon, Fox Squirrels, Cottontail Rabbits, 
Virginia Opossum, and other small mammals. Notable 
amphibians and reptiles in the area include the Five-lined 
Skink, Pickerel Frog, and Black Rat Snake. Unique 
invertebrates can also be found within the BCA, 
including dragonflies like the Species of Greatest 

Conservation Need 
( S G C N )  C a n a d a 
Darner and Stygian 
Shadowdragon, and 
SGCN butterf l ies 
including the Common 
Roadside-Skipper and 
Sleepy Duskywing.  

 

A list of Iowa’s Species of Greatest Conservation Need  
can be found at  www.iowadnr.gov by entering 
“Wildlife Action Plan” in the search. If you encounter 
uncommon or rare species in this BCA, please contact 
the Wildlife Diversity Program to report your 
sightings.   
 

PARTNERSHIPS 

The Effigy Mounds– Yellow River Forest Bird 
Conservation area was created thanks to a partnership 
between the National Park Service, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, 
Iowa Audubon, the National Audubon Society, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, the Allamakee and Clayton County 
Conservation Boards, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and The Nature Conservancy.  
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A BCA Model: Shaded areas 
depict habitat protected for birds; 

white is private land. 

Jeweled Shooting Star 
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Black Rat Snake 

Photo by Matt Reinbold 

   Effigy Mounds–  

       Yellow River  
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