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Environmental Management Systems



Definition of System: a set of principles or 
procedures according to which something is 
done; an organized scheme or method.

Environmental Management System 
(EMS) 



Iowa Solid Waste EMS Framework 

CHECK AND ACT

IMPLEMENTATION
AND OPERATION

PLANNING

Communication, Training 
& Awareness

Monitoring &
Measurement

Legal & Other
Requirements

Aspects and Impacts

Action Plan

Objectives & Targets 

Environmental
Policy Statement

Identify Roles & 
Responsibilities

Reevaluation and 
Modification

Audit/Assessment

First 3 elements are overarching; 
final 7 are completed for each of the six component areas 

6 Plan Components
• Organic Waste

Management

• Hazardous Household 
• Materials Collection

• Water Quality 
Improvement

• Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction

• Recycling Services

• Environmental 
Education



Struggle - how to share 
documents: 
Print
Email
PDF, Excel, Word
How to track versions? 

Twice per year EMS participants 
provide documents to DNR/auditors 
– Audit/Annual Report







Dropbox fit the bill. 

Submittal Method: DNR looked at a 
variety of web-based products for 
file sharing. 

















Drag files in from 
your hard drive or 
upload.

Include date in filename – to help quickly track 
version. Keep only the most recent in the 
folder, delete older versions. Some folders will 
have more than one file 
Example: Aspects Impacts SS/Procedure

OR





Links to each 
participant 
folder were 
emailed to 
EMRs



Questions?
https://www.dropbox.com/home

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-
Planning-Recycling/Solid-Waste-EMS/EMS-Participants

https://www.dropbox.com/home
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Solid-Waste-EMS/EMS-Participants
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