
10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

Area: Adair WMA 

County: Adair 

Lease Number 8313-3c-1-001 Lease Term 5 years 

Location (S/T/R) 23, 75N, 33R 

Description 

40 acres m/l containing 20 acres of row crop, 11 acres of forageand 8.4 aces of misc on average.  10% of 
row crop must be left unharvested for a food plot to be designated by DNR contact.  Restrictions on 
forage cutting dates apply.  Cover crops will be required on row crop ground.  No till farming will also be 
required on row crop ground with the exception of organic farming.  Non-neonictinoid treated seed is 
required.    

Annual Rent $ 1,800 Terms 10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact Chad Paup, chad.paup@dnr.iowa.gov, 515-238-5708 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest  

County:  Appanoose 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐0‐0013  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  17‐70N‐16W 
 

Description  40 acres of grass hay with a CSR2 of 56.9 located just North of Lake Sundown in Appanoose County. 

Annual Rent  $ 45/ac  Terms   

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Clarke 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐00‐3‐0003  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  11/12‐71N‐24W 
 

Description  20.5 acres of cropland with a CSR2 of 55.8 located South and East of Woodburn in Clarke County. 

Annual Rent  $ 85/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Clarke 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐00‐3‐0004  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  10/11‐71N‐24W 
 

Description  40.8 acres of cropland with a CSR2 of 46.8 located South and East of Woodburn in Clarke County. 

Annual Rent  $ 80/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Clarke 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐00‐3‐0006  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  03/10‐71N‐24W 
 

Description  137 acres of cropland with a CSR2 of 60.6 located South and East of Woodburn in Clarke County. 

Annual Rent  $ 95/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 

 
 



10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

Area: Dry Mud Lake 

County: Clay 

Lease Number 8311-1C-08-0001 Lease Term 1 year 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 25, 26/T94N/R35W 

Description 

24.5 acres m/l containing 24.5 acres row crop consisting of 2 individual fields. The Operator agrees to all 
terms listed on the attached Management Plan for the farm lease.  The operator agrees to close all field 
entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area. The operator agrees to control all 
noxious weeds, as defined by Iowa law, on the entire cropland acres. The operator agrees to control 
noxious weeds on all non-crop fields of the Dry Mud Lake WMA with the use of a mower when 
requested to do so by the area manager. 

Annual Rent $ 4,042.50 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1, 2024 

DNR Contact 
c/o Lucas Straw, Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit, 3120 330th Ave, Ruthven, IA  51358 
Phone – 712.837.4850 – Email – lucas.straw@dnr.iowa.gov 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Hawk Valley WMA 

County: Clay 
 

Lease Number 8311-1C-10-0004 Lease Term 1 year 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 14/T96N/R36W 
 

Description 

7.4 acres m/l containing 7.4 acres row crop consisting of 1 individual field. ACCESS TO FIELD MUST BE 
SECURED BY NEIGHBOR, AS THERE IS NO ACCESS THROUGH STATE PROPERTY.  The Operator agrees to all 
terms listed on the attached Management Plan for the farm lease.  The operator agrees to close all field 
entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area. The operator agrees to control all 
noxious weeds, as defined by Iowa law, on the entire cropland acres. The operator agrees to control 
noxious weeds on all non-crop fields of the Hawk Valley WMA with the use of a mower when requested 
to do so by the area manager. 

Annual Rent $ 1221.00 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1, 2024 

DNR Contact 
c/o Lucas Straw, Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit, 3120 330th Ave, Ruthven, IA  51358 
Phone – 712.837.4850 – Email – lucas.straw@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: High Bridge WMA 

County: Clay 
 

Lease Number 8311-1C-07-0001 Lease Term 1 year 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 9/T94N/R36W 
 

Description 

37.5 acres m/l containing 37.5 acres row crop consisting of 1 individual field. The Operator agrees to all 
terms listed on the attached Management Plan for the farm lease.  The operator agrees to close all field 
entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area. The operator agrees to control all 
noxious weeds, as defined by Iowa law, on the entire cropland acres. The operator agrees to control 
noxious weeds on all non-crop fields of the High Bridge WMA with the use of a mower when requested 
to do so by the area manager. 

Annual Rent $ 6,187.50 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1, 2024 

DNR Contact 
c/o Lucas Straw, Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit, 3120 330th Ave, Ruthven, IA  51358 
Phone – 712.837.4850 – Email – lucas.straw@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Little Sioux 

County: Clay 
 
Lease Number 8311-1C-14-0003 Lease Term 1 year 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 24, 25/T95N/R36W 
 

Description 

29.5 acres m/l containing 29.5 acres row crop consisting of 5 individual fields. The Operator agrees to all 
terms listed on the attached Management Plan for the farm lease.  The operator agrees to close all field 
entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area. The operator agrees to control all 
noxious weeds, as defined by Iowa law, on the entire cropland acres. The operator agrees to control 
noxious weeds on all non-crop fields of the Little Sioux WMA with the use of a mower when requested to 
do so by the area manager. 

Annual Rent $ 4,867.50 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1, 2024 

DNR Contact 
c/o Lucas Straw, Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit, 3120 330th Ave, Ruthven, IA  51358 
Phone – 712.837.4850 – Email – lucas.straw@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Leonard WMA 

County:  Clayton 

 

Lease Number  8312‐2E‐22‐0001  Lease Term  3 Years 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 21 and 22, Township 92 North, Range 5 West 
 

Description 

Property is located 1 mile northwest of Mederville, IA and consists of 38 acres m/l. There will be 
approximately 17 acres of row crop and 21 acres of hay. On average, 5 acres of the row crops are to be 
left unharvested as food plot(s). Restriction on hay cutting dates and tillage will apply. Actual row crop/ 
hay acres will vary from year to year. 

Annual Rent  $ 1700.00  Terms  10% due at signing, balance due December 1st annually 

DNR Contact  Kyle Frommelt ‐ 563‐543‐7120 ‐ kyle.frommelt@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Barber Creek WMA 

County:  Clinton 

 

Lease Number  8312‐2B‐6‐01  Lease Term  3 Years 

Location (S/T/R)  3,4,5,32,33,34 T80N & T81N R 5E, located 3 miles SE of Grand Mound 
 

Description 
30.5 acres m/l containing 27.5 acres of row crops and 3 acres of custom food plots. Approximately 15% 
of row crop acres must be left unharvested until March 1st of the following year. 

Annual Rent  $ 1237.50  Terms  10% due at signing, balance due Dec 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Nick McClimon 563‐219‐4148 nick.mcclimon@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Iowa Lake & Iowa Lake Marsh  

County:  Emmet & Kossuth  

 

Lease Number  8311‐1C‐05‐0001  Lease Term  3 

Location (S/T/R)  Emmet T100N/R31W/14  Kossuth T100N/R33W/7 
 

Description 

57 acres M/L consisting of seven fields.  2 fields of row crop totalling approx. 10 acres.  4 fields of hay 
being converted to row crop totalling approx. 35 acres.  One field of hay totalling approx. 12 acres.  The 
operator agrees to leave 7 acres of crop unharvested until March 1 in the location designated by the 
DNR.  No fall tillage allowed.  The operator agrees to control all noxious weeds on the entire cropland 
acres.  Services rendered will affect the annual rental rate.  

Annual Rent  $ 5000  Terms  Cash Rent ‐ 10% due at signing, balance due on December 1.   

DNR Contact  Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit  712‐867‐4130   alex.fosado@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  East Swan Lake WMA 

County:  Emmet 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1C‐02‐0001  Lease Term  3 

Location (S/T/R)  T99N, R32W, Sec 21, 22, 23 
 

Description 

73 acres M/L consisting of ten fields.  Seven fields of row crop totalling approx.  52 acres;  two fields of 
hay totalling approx. 20 acres.  Hay may only be cut once during the period of July 15th to August 15th.  
The operator agrees to delay harvest of 10 acres of row crop, which may be harvested after March 1st of 
the following year and plant an additional 5 acres of no harvest food plot.   The operator agrees to 
perpare and plant 6 acres of sunflowers by May 10th and not harvest.  No fall tillage allowed.  The 
operator agrees to control all noxious weeds on the entire cropland acres.  Services rendered will affect 
annual rental rate.   

Annual Rent 
$ 33% crop share or 
$10,000  Terms  Rent due no later than 15 days after harvest or Dec. 1st. 

DNR Contact  Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit 712‐867‐4130    alex.fosado@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Ingham‐High WMA  

County:  Emmet 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1C‐04‐0001  Lease Term  1 

Location (S/T/R)  T98N, R33W Sec 1 
 

Description 

26 acres M/L consisting of eight fields.  The operator agrees to leave up to 3 acres of crop acres 
unharvested until March 1 in the location designated by the DNR and plant an additional 4 acres of no 
harvest food plot.  The operator agrees to prepare and plant 3 acres of sunflowers by May 10 and not 
harvest.  No fall tillage allowed.  The operator agrees to control all noxious weeds on the entire cropland 
acres.  Services rendered will affect the annual rental rate.  

Annual Rent  $ 4500  Terms  Cash Rent ‐ 10% due at signing, balance due on December 1st. 

DNR Contact  Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit  712‐867‐4130   alex.fosado@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Ryan Lake  

County:  Emmet 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1C‐06‐0001  Lease Term  4 

Location (S/T/R)  T99N, R33W, SEc 27 
 

Description 

42 acres M/L consisting of five fields.  4 fields of row crop totalling approx. 37 acres.  one field of grass 
being converted to row crop totalling approx. 5 acres.  The operator agrees to leave 5 acres of crop 
unharvested until March 1 in the location designated by the DNR and plant 5 acres of no harvest food 
plot.  No fall tillage allowed.  The operator agrees to control all noxious weeds on the entire cropland 
acres.  Services rendered will affect the annual rental rate.  

Annual Rent 
$ 30% crop share or 
$6,600  Terms  Rent due no later than 15 days after harvest or Dec. 1st 

DNR Contact  Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit  712‐867‐4130     alex.fosado@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Eli Slusher WMA 

County: Fremont 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E311-0001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) 05/T67N/R42W 32/T68N/R42W 
 

Description 12.5 acres m/l in 3 established alfalfa fields with narrow access. Tenant will be required to keep access 
lanes maintained. 

Annual Rent $ 50/acre Terms 10% due at signing and annual payment due December 1 each year 

DNR Contact Zac Ripperger 712-350-0350 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Lake Shawtee WMA 

County: Fremont 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-6-1 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) T70N R40W sec.19, T70N R41W sec.24, 25, 35 
 

Description 

133 acres of crop m/l ave per crop year, with 20 acres m/l of sunflower food plots. Tenant will be 
responsible for planting 10 acres of sorghum and spraying up to 40 acres is designated areas, seed and 
chemical will be provided for these tasks. Grass waterways and terraces will be maintained and/or fixed 
as part of this lease. 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SUNFLOWER PLOT IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THIS LEASE AND THE 
OPERATOR NEEDS TO KNOW BEFORE TAKING THIS LEASE IF HIS/HER EQUIPMENT IS CAPABLE OF 
HANDLING SUNFLOWER SEED.  FAILURE TO GET THIS CROP PLANTED CORRECTLY AND IN A TIMELY 
MANNER WILL RESULT IN TERMINATION OF THE LEASE! The cooperator is responsible to control all 
noxious weeds in crop and idle rotation fields. 

Annual Rent $ 112/acre Terms 10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact Zac Ripperger 712-350-0350 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Riverton WMA middle 

County: Fremont 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-5-2B Lease Term 3 crop years, 3-1-2024 through 2-28-2027 

Location (S/T/R) sections 17,18, 19, T68N, R41W 
 

Description This lease averages 184 row crop acres per year. Included in this lease is 17.9 acres of tree removal, to be 
done during 2024. Adjusted rent is $134/acre. 

Annual Rent $ 24,656 Terms 10% due at contact signing, balance due Deceember 1 

DNR Contact 
Doug  Phillips, Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit, 2321 330 Ave, Riverton, Iowa 51650  712-350-0429 
E-mail doug.phillips@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Riverton Wildlife Area, north 

County: Fremont 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-5-1B Lease Term 3 crop years, 3-1-2024 through 2-28-2027 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 7,8,17,18, T68N, R41W 
 

Description This lease averages 214 acres of rowcrop per year.  This lease also includes 15.7 acres of tree removal to 
do done during 2024.  Adjusted rent is $161 per acre. 

Annual Rent $ 34,454 Terms 10% due at contact signing, balance due Deceember 1 

DNR Contact 
Doug  Phillips, Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit, 2321 330 Ave, Riverton, Iowa 51650  712-350-0429 
E-mail doug.phillips@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Riverton WMA south 

County: Fremont 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-5-3B Lease Term 3 crop years, 3-1-2024 through 2-28-2023 

Location (S/T/R) sections 20, 29, 32, T 68N, R41W 
 

Description This lease avarages 71 acres per year.  Included in this leae is a 1.5 acre foodplot that is never harvested. 
The adjusted rental rate is $235/acre. 

Annual Rent $ 16,685 Terms 10% due at contact signing, balance due Deceember 1 

DNR Contact 
Doug  Phillips, Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit, 2321 330 Ave, Riverton, Iowa 51650  712-350-0429 
E-mail doug.phillips@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Snake Creek WMA 

County:  Greene 

 

Lease Number  8315‐5A‐31‐001  Lease Term  5 Years 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 26, 35 Township 83 North, Range 29 West 
 

Description 
This 53.5 acres M/L lease contains all row crop acres(53.5 acres).  10% of row crop must be left 
unhavested unil Marsh 1st of each year of lease except last year of lease were all acres may be 
harvested.  Row crop price per acre is $303.96. 

Annual Rent 
$ 13009.49 per year 
after 20% down  Terms 

20% of total lease due at time of signing and balance due annually 
Dec. 21 

DNR Contact  Dean Nelson    Phone #: 641/755‐2313      Email:Dean.Nelson@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2021 
 
 

Area: Dunbar Slough WMA 

County: Greene  
 

Lease Number 8315-5A-29-001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 7,17,18,19,20,29,30   T82, 83 R32 
 

Description 

This is an Organic Agriculture lease and is required to be organically farmed thoughout the duration of 
the new lease. It is composed of 239.3 acres M/L containing 143.4 acres of row crop and 56.5 acres of 
hay and 39.4 acres of other.  Row crop acres will vary from year to year.  10% of row crop must be left 
unhavested unil Marsh 1st of each year of lease.  Forage cutting dates from July 15th to August 15th.  
Custom work for this lease is also require but will be a deduction from Dec. 1st payment and will be 
spelled out in the adenda.  Forage price per acre is $223.20 and row crop price per acre is $392.10 

Annual Rent $ 64,744.5 average Terms 
10% of total lease due at time of signing and balance due annually 
Dec. 1st 

DNR Contact Dean Nelson    Phone #: 641/755-2313      Email:Dean.Nelson@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2021 
 
 

Area: Bays Branch WMA 

County: Guthrie  
 

Lease Number 8315-5A-25-001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 10, 15, & 22,  Township 80 north,  Range 30 west 
 

Description 

149.2 acres M/L containing 115.0 acres of row crop and 34.2 acres of hay.  10% of row crop must be 
left unhavested unil Marsh 1st of each year of lease.  Forage cutting dates from July 15th to August 
15th. 
Custom work for this lease is also require but will be a deduction from Dec. 1st payment and will be 
spelled out in the adenda.  Forage price per acre is $84.45 and row crop price per acre is $231.60 

Annual Rent $ 19982.04 Terms 
10% of total lease due at time of signing and balance due annually 
Dec. 1st 

DNR Contact Dean Nelson    Phone #: 641/755-2313      Email:Dean.Nelson@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Lennon Mills Wildlife Area 

County: Guthrie  
 

Lease Number 8315-5A-20-0001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 5 & 8, T79N R30w (1 mile south of Panora) 
 

Description 

65.36 acres M/L containing 29.06 acres of row crop and 36.3 acres of hay.  10% of row crop must be left 
unharvested until march 1st of each year of lease. Forage cutting dates from July 15th to August 15th. 
There is a cover crop requirement on row crop planted to beans. Row crop price of $132.70 and forage 
price of $84.45 per acre.  

Annual Rent $ 6921.80 Terms 
20% of total lease due at time of signing and balance due Dec 1st 
annually 

DNR Contact Dean Nelson-Phone #712/330-5682   Email-Dean.Nelson@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Little Wall Lake WMA 

County: Hamilton 
 

Lease Number 8315-5A-5-0001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 10, T86N, R24W - located 2 miles south of Jewell, Iowa 
 

Description 

70.5 acres, more or less, containing 20.8 acres of Row Crop in two fields of which 10% must be left 
unharvested and 49.7 acres of Forage in five fields which includes 35.7 acres of native warm season grass 
hay and 14 acres of established alfalfa hay.  Native grass hay is included in the lease but only cut when 
requested by the Land Manager.  Restrictions on forage cutting dates (July 15th-August 15th) apply to all 
forage acres.  Fall tillage is not allowed.  Prevented planting - any and all acres certified as prevented 
planting will be required to be planted to an approved and agreed upon cover crop at that years Forage 
or small grain rental rate.  Fall cover crops will be required on all Row Crop acres at the operaters 
expense.  Operator may be requested to do custom work or purchase management materials for the 
area.  Any expenses incurred through these requests would be used as a rental offset on the December 
1st payment and would never exceed the value of the lease. 
 
Field #2 (7acres) will be a Dove Attactant field all 3 years.  Therefore rent will only be paid on 13.8 acres 
of Row Crop (Field #1).  

Annual Rent $ 3,044.00 Terms 
20% of the ENTIRE contract due at signing (NON-REFUNDABLE), 
balance due December 1st annually 

DNR Contact Jason Carlberg:  515-432-2545.  Email:  jason.carlberg@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Round Lake WMA  

County:  Harrison  

 

Lease Number  8313‐3B‐4‐0001  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  T80N R45W section: 12, 13,14,23,24 
 

Description 

72 ac. combination of corn, soybeans. 20% of row crop must be left unharvested until March 1 of the 
following year for wildlife. No‐till practices. Conservation plan required. Winter hardy cover crops will be 
required on half of the row crop acres.  Systemic neonicotinoid insecticides are prohibited in any form 
(seed treatment, foliar, etc.).  Prohibited “Neonics” include:  Acetamiprid, Clothianidin, Dinotefuran, 
Imidacloprid, Nitenpyram, Nithiazine, Thiacloprid, and Thiamethoxam. 

Annual Rent  $ 13,680 ($190/ac)  Terms  10% down at signing, balance due Dec 1. 

DNR Contact  Johnathan McAndrews 712‐420‐5667  johnathan.mcandrews@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   Turkey River WMA, located 2 miles S of Cresco, IA   

County:    Howard   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐45‐0001  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)  21,36/98,99N/11West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 7,500 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542‐1205 

 

 
75 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 18 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 8 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Three Rivers WMA 

County:  Humboldt  

 

Lease Number  8311‐1C‐18‐0001  Lease Term  5 

Location (S/T/R)  T91N, R27W, Sec 14 & 24 
 

Description 

13 acres M/L row crop consisting of three fields.  The cooperator agrees to leave up to 4 acres of crop 
acres unharvested until March 1 in the location designated by the DNR.  No fall tillage allowed.  The 
operator agrees to control all noxious weeds on the entire cropland acres.  Services rendered will affect 
the annual rental rate.  

Annual Rent  $ 2500  Terms  Cash Rent ‐ 10% due at signing, balance due December 1st. 

DNR Contact  Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit 712‐867‐4130    alex.fosado@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Randolph WMA 

County: Iowa County 
 
Lease Number 8315-5C-1-1 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T81N, R12W, Sec. 4,9 
 

Description 39.5 Acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 150/acre Terms 10% of lease total value due at signing (down payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Jasper 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1012 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 31 Township 78 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 

15 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot.  This lease is 
land locked and access will need to granted from the adjacent landowner in writing to access this field.  
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 1,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:   Indian Bluffs WMA 

County:  Jones 

 

Lease Number  8312‐2B‐4‐01  Lease Term  3 Years 

Location (S/T/R)  27,33,34 T86N R 2W located 6.5 miles SW of Cascade 
 

Description 
44.5 Acres m/l consisting of 27 acres of row crops and 17.5 acres in a row crop, small grain, hay rotation. 
Approximately 10% of row crops will be left unharvested until March 1st of the following year. Access to 
some fields is restricted and will require permission from a neighbor to access them.  

Annual Rent  $ 445  Terms  10% due at signing, balance due Dec 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Nick McClimon 563‐219‐4148 nick.mcclimon@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area:  S. Skunk WMA  

County: Keokuk (Steady Run Plat) 

Lease Number 8314-4E-3-001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) 12/T74N/R12W 

Description 
37 acres m/l containing rowcrop and forage. 10% of row crop acres must be left unharvested for a food 
plot.  Areas left unharvested will be determined each year by the area Manager. Restrictions on forage 
cutting dates may apply 

Annual Rent $ 40.00/acre Terms 10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec.1 annually 

DNR Contact Keith Wilcox Ph.319-293-7185 email:keith.wilcox@dnr.iowa.gov 



Iowa DNR 

Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 

Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area: 

County: 

Red Haw WMA 

Lucas 

Lease Number 8314-4D-10-1048 

Location (S/T/R) Section 33 T73N, R21 

Lease Term 2024-2028 

67 acres m/1 row crop operator will be required to leave 15% of row crop acres unharvested for a wildlife 

food plot. Acres of row crops will change every year depending on where sunflowers will be planted. All 

food plot acres and sunflower acres will be fertilized at the cost of the tenant. Cover crops will be required 

Description on all row crop acres at the tenants expense. No-till farming will be required . Areas left unharvested will 

be determined by the area manager each year. Food plot acres can be harvested after April 1st each year. 

Tenant will be liable to the DNR for one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each acre of crop harvested that is 

designated to be left unharvested for wildlife. 

Annual Rent $ 13,400 Terms 10% due on the contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 

10/2019 cmc 

Tony Haupert Iowa DNR, 28248 415th Street Russell, IA 50238 

Phone 641-535-6765 

DNR Form 542-1205 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Lucas 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐00‐3‐0005  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  07‐71N‐23W 
 

Description  11 acres of cropland with a CSR2of 48 located South and West of Lucas in Lucas County. 

Annual Rent  $ 80/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email:mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest  

County:  Lucas 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐0‐1‐0013  Lease Term  1 year  

Location (S/T/R)  34‐72N‐23W 
 

Description  18 acres of grass hay with a CSR2 of 45 located South of Lucas in Lucas County. 

Annual Rent  $ 30/ac  Terms   

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869           
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Lucas 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐0‐0001  Lease Term  1 year  

Location (S/T/R)  5/6‐71N‐23W 
 

Description 
128.8 acres of Cropland with a CSR2 of 72.9 and 37 acres of grass hay with a CSR2 44.2 located South and 
West of Lucas in Lucas County. 

Annual Rent  $ 110/ac & $55/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:         Big Sioux River WMA North Lease 

County:  Lyon 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1A‐6‐0002  Lease Term  2024  ‐  2027 

Location (S/T/R)  Sec. 4,9,16,17,20 and 22    T98   R48‐49   Lyon co. 
 

Description 

67 acres more or less containing 10 individual fields on 3 tract areas.  The operator agrees to delay 
harvest on uo to 25% of the row crops for annual food plots, the locations will be determined by DNR 
staff annually.  These delayed fields may be harvested after March 1st of the following crop year.  The 
operator agrees to cut and bale any hay fields only once during the growing season. Forage may only be 
cut between July 15th and August 15th of each year and no storage of bales on the area is allowed.  The 
operator agrees to close all field entrance gates at the end of each day when working on the premisis.  
The operator agrees to control all noxious weeds within the cropland acres of the Big Sioux River WMA, 
Lee, Nelson, and Kroger Tracts.  Services rendered in the description will affect the annual retal rate.  

Annual Rent  $ Approx. $1,722.06  Terms 
March 24th 2024 to Feb 28th 2028.  10% due at sighning, remaining 
balance due Dec.1st. annually  

DNR Contact  Nathan Dirks   (712) 336‐1485        nathan.dirks@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
                         Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Badger Lake Wildlife Management Area 

County:  Madison 

 

Lease Number  8313‐3C‐13‐0001  Lease Term  5 Years 

Location (S/T/R)   30, 31/T77N/R27W 
 

Description 

48 acres m/l of row crop.  Cover crops will be required on most fields. No till farming required with the 
exception of organic farming. Non‐neonictinoid seed required.  Cooperator will be required to fertilize 2 
sunflower fields every year at their expense.  The average acreage of sunflower fields is 5.4 acres.  
Average row crop acres and rent will vary from year to year. Management related offsets may be written 
into the lease in lieu of rent.  

Annual Rent  $ 3996  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due December 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Jonathan Jones. 641‐217‐0585. jonathan.jones@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Hawthorn WMA 

County: Mahaska 
 
Lease Number 8315-5C-2-1 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T77N, R14W, Sec. 3,10,11,15 
 

Description 130.6 Acres of row crop, small grains, and forage 

Annual Rent $ 125/acre Terms 10% of the lease total value due at signing (down payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
 
 



10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area: Willy J. Suchy WMA 

County: Mahaska (Union Plat) 

Lease Number 8314-4E-12-10 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) 7/T77N/R15W 

Description 24 acres of forage only in two fields. Restrictions on forage cutting dates may apply 

Annual Rent $ 70.00/acre Terms 10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec.1 annually 

DNR Contact Keith Wilcox Ph.319-293-7185 email:keith.wilcox@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1019.5 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 7, 8, 17, 18,  Township 77 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 

240 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 28,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1019 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 7, 8, 17, 18,  Township 77 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 

240 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 28,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1986 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 16  Township 76 North, Range 19 West 

Description 

110 acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 22,000 - ($200/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1988 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 9 Township 75 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 
40 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. The 
operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 4,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1990 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 26, 27  Township 75 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 

100 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 12,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1991 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 16 Township 75 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

125 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 15,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1992 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 10, 16 Township 75 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

120 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 14,400 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1993 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 9, 10 Township 75 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

140 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 16,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1994 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 4 Township 75 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

80 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot.  This lease 
will be evauluated Spring of 2024 for planting availability.  Cover crops were seeded fall of 2023 and 
won't terminated unless Lake Red Rock floods.  The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable 
gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 9,600 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1996 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 27 Township 76 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 
50 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. The 
operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 6,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1998 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 11, 12 Township 76 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

65 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot.  This lease 
will be evauluated Spring of 2024 for planting availability.  Cover crops were seeded fall of 2023 and 
won't terminated unless Lake Red Rock floods.  The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable 
gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 7,800 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2000 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 24, 25  Township 77 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

30 acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent flooding.  
This lease is being converted from row crop to cover crop seed production for the operator and Iowa 
DNR.  Rye seeding was done Fall 2023 and operator will be required to harvest the seed and provide 50% 
to the Iowa DNR.  If Red Rock floods out seeding it can be seeded to row crops for 1 year. Operator will 
be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. The operator agrees to 
close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 0 Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2015 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 8, 9 Township 77 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 
15 m/l acres row crop.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for 
wildlife food plot.  The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when 
working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 2,250 - ($150/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Marion 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2018 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 16  Township 77 North, Range 20 West 
 

Description 

8 acres row crop m/l.   Access to this lease is not great so accesss will need to be from the private land 
ajacent to the Iowa DNR land.  Access will need to be in writing.  Operator will be required to leave 10% 
of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable 
gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  

Annual Rent $ 960 - (120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Haynie Slough, Saint Mary's Island, Noddleman Island 

County: Mills 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-10-0001 Lease Term 4 years 

Location (S/T/R) 04/T71N/R43W, 03/T71N/R43W, 11/T72N/R44W, 17/T71N/R43W 
 

Description 

36.8 acres m/l crop and 97.5 acres of native grass hay m/l per year. A 10 acre sunflower field and 10 acre 
corn or soybean foodplot will also be required without the option to harvest. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE SUNFLOWER PLOT IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF THIS LEASE AND THE OPERATOR NEEDS TO 
KNOW BEFORE TAKING THIS LEASE IF HIS/HER EQUIPMENT IS CAPABLE OF HANDLING SUNFLOWER SEED.  
FAILURE TO GET THIS CROP PLANTED CORRECTLY AND IN A TIMELY MANNER WILL RESULT IN 
TERMINATION OF THE LEASE! The cooperator is responsible to control all noxious weeds in crop and idle 
rotation fields.Tenant will also be responsible to maintain parking lots. 

Annual Rent 
$ 110/acre crop 
$40/acre grass hay Terms 10% due at signing and annual payment due December 1 each year 

DNR Contact Zac Ripperger 712-350-0350 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Lower Hamburg Bend WMA 

County: Mills 
 
Lease Number 8480-00-12-0001 Lease Term 5 years 

Location (S/T/R) Lower Hamburg Bend WMA: Section 26, Township 67N, Range 43W 
 

Description 

50 acres of row crops m/l.  Cooperator is responsible for fertilization and pre and post emergent 
chemical treatments. The cooperator is responsible for significant clearing of trees and shrubs and 100% 
of all site prep required to allow for cropping.  Tenant will also be responsible for mowing field accesses 
at least once annually.  Acres not able to be farmed for any reason need to be cleared by land manager 
before relinquishing rights to fields, and any fields receiving insurance payments will still be charged rent 
on those acres.  5% of the field will be required to be left un-harvested unitil after March 1, to provide 
food for wildlife.  This food plot area will be determined by the DNR lease manager annually.  

Annual Rent $ 113/acre.   Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1st each year 

DNR Contact Matt Dollison (712) 350-0147  matt.dollison@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Green hill WMA 

County: Mills 

 

Lease Number 8313-3E-2-001 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Green Hill WMA: Section 3, Township 73, Range 42W 
 

Description 

Averages for the 3 year lease are 41.1 acres row crops m/l, 10 acres sunflowers m/l, 34 acres alfalfa hay 
m/l, 125 acres grass hay m/l. Clearfield sunflowers must be planted between April 22nd and May 12th. 
Cooperator is responsible for fertilization and pre and post emergent chemical treatments. The 
cooperator is responsible for planting cover crops in fields. The cooperator is responsible for control of 
noxious weeds in crop and idle fields. The eastablishment of the sunflowers plots is a very important part 
of this lease, and the operator needs to know before taking this lease if his equipment is capable of 
handling sunflower. Failure to get these sunflowers planted correctly and in a timly manner will result in 
termination of the lease. Tenant will also be responsible for maintaining parking lots and adding rock at 
least once during lease term.  

Annual Rent 

$ 160 acre crop, $50 
acre alfalfa, $30 acre 
grass hay Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1st each year 

DNR Contact Zac Ripperger 712-350-0350 

 
 



 

10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   LaHart WMA    

County:   Monroe    

 
Lease Number 8314-4D-4-4911      Lease Term  2024-26     

Location (S/T/R)     Sections 20  Township 73 North, Range 18  
 

Description 

54 acres of row crop. These acres are currently fescue hay that will be farmed for the next 3 years as 
seed bed preparation for native prairie reconstruction. The existing sod is to be sprayed with glyphosate 
fall of 2023, this is not the responsibility of the new tenant. No till farming will be required. 
Establishment of a fall cover crop of cereal rye is required. The cover crop can be established pre or post 
harvest. Operator is required to leave 10 % of row crop acres un harvested as a wildlife food plot. 
Location to be determined by DNR Contact each year. The intended crop rotation for this lease is bean, 
corn, bean. Herbicide regime for the life of this lease is up to the operator with the requirement that the 
herbicide used in the 2026 crop year carry no residual that would negatively affect the frost seeding 
following this lease. Established access to this area is best suited to small equipment. 

Annual Rent $      10,098 Terms   10% due on contract signing, balance due Dec 1    

DNR Contact      Greg L. Schmitt 641-203-6185 

 
 



 

10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   Miami Lake WMA    

County:   Monroe    

 
Lease Number 8314-4D-4-4910      Lease Term  2024-28     

Location (S/T/R)     Sections 19,20  Township 73 North, Range 17  
 

Description 

26 acres of row crop of which 10% will be left unharvested as a wildlife food plot each year. Area to be 
determined by DNR contact each year. No till farming will be required. An additional 5 acres will be 
required to be fertilized the same as the row crop acres. 31 acres fertilized each year, 26 acres of 
traditional crop acres per year. The 5 acre plots will be located in 3 revolving locations and will have a 
sunflower food plot planted into one of them annually. The other 2 revolving locations will be farmed as 
normal and will be part of the cooperators 26 acres during those years. 

Annual Rent $      4,862 Terms   10% due on contract signing, balance due Dec 1    

DNR Contact      Greg L. Schmitt 641-203-6185 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Stephens State Forest 

County:  Monroe 

 

Lease Number  8722‐00‐0‐2‐0011  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  21‐73N‐19W 
 

Description  32 acres of cropland with a CSR2 of 58.4 located near Weller in Monroe County. 

Annual Rent  $ 90/ac  Terms 
Tenant will leave 10% of crop standing at harvest. Letters will be sent 
prior to harvest regarding which 10% will be left standing. 

DNR Contact  Mac Chilton Email: mac@growthland.com Phone: 641‐954‐1869 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Waterman Creek WMA  

County:  O'Brien Co. 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1A‐08‐0002  Lease Term  3 years  

Location (S/T/R)  Section 2, T99N, R36W and Section 4, T95N, R39W O'Brien County, IA  
 

Description 

40.1 acres more or less containing 9 fields.  The operator agrees to delay harvest up to 25% of the row 
crop acres for annual food plots, the locations of which will be determined by DNR staff by September of 
each year.  These delayed harvest fields may be harvested after March 1st of the following crop year.  
The operator agrees to cut and bale any hay fields only once during the growing season.  Hay may only 
be cut between July 15th and Aug. 15th of each year and no storage of hay bales on the area is allowed, 
and bales are expected to be removed immediately. The operator agrees to close all field entrance gates 
at the end of each day when working on the premisis.  The operator agrees to controll all noxious weeds 
with the cropland acres of the Waterman Creek WMA Including the WIlliams, Sprotsman and Rahbusch 
Tracts.  Services rendered in the description will affect annual rental rate. 

Annual Rent  $ $4,300 Approx.  Terms 
March 1 2024, to Feb. 28th 2027. 10 % due at lease signing, remaining 
balance due Dec. 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Dusten Paulus     712‐336‐1485      dusten.paulus@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Waterman Prairie South WMA  

County:  O'Brien & Cherokee Counties 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1A‐10‐0002  Lease Term  3 years  

Location (S/T/R)  Sect. 34, 35, T95N, R39W & 39W O'Brien County, IA, & Sect. 5 & 27 T93N, R39W Cherokee Co., IA  
 

Description 

83.7 acres more or less containing 11 fields.  The operator agrees to delay harvest up to 25% of the row 
crop acres for annual food plots, the locations of which will be determined by DNR staff by September of 
each year.  These delayed harvest fields may be harvested after March 1st of the following crop year.  
The operator agrees to cut and bale any hay fields only once during the growing season.  Hay may only 
be cut between July 15th and Aug. 15th of each year and no storage of hay bales on the area is allowed, 
and bales are expected to be removed immediately. The operator agrees to close all field entrance gates 
at the end of each day when working on the premisis.  The operator agrees to controll all noxious weeds 
with the cropland acres of the Waterman Prairie South WMA Including the Austin, Fulk, Feeks and Raper 
Tracts.  Services rendered in the description will affect annual rental rate. 

Annual Rent  $ $8,500 Approx.  Terms 
March 1 2024, to Feb. 28th 2027. 10 % due at lease signing, remaining 
balance due Dec. 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Dusten Paulus     712‐336‐1485      dusten.paulus@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Waterman Prairie North WMA  

County:  O'Brien & Clay Counties 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1A‐10‐0001  Lease Term  3 years  

Location (S/T/R) 
Section 14, 15 & 23, T94N, R39W and 39W O'brien Co., IA   
And Section 19, T94N, R38W In Clay County, IA 

 

Description 

88.3 acres more or less containing 17 fields.  The operator agrees to delay harvest up to 25% of the row 
crop acres for annual food plots, the locations of which will be determined by DNR staff by September of 
each year.  These delayed harvest fields may be harvested after March 1st of the following crop year.  
The operator agrees to cut and bale any hay fields only once during the growing season.  Hay may only 
be cut between July 15th and Aug. 15th of each year and no storage of hay bales on the area is allowed, 
and bales are expected to be removed immediately. The operator agrees to close all field entrance gates 
at the end of each day when working on the premisis.  The operator agrees to controll all noxious weeds 
with the cropland acres of the Waterman Prairie North WMA Including the Boster, Stamer, Nelson, Ebel, 
Putnam and Thompson Tracts.  Services rendered in the description will affect annual rental rate. 

Annual Rent  $ $10,800 Approx.  Terms 
March 1 2024, to Feb. 28th 2027. 10 % due at lease signing, remaining 
balance due Dec. 1st annually. 

DNR Contact  Dusten Paulus     712‐336‐1485      dusten.paulus@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Fallow Marsh WMA 

County: Palo Alto 
 

Lease Number 8311-1C-19-0001 Lease Term 1 year 

Location (S/T/R) Sec 25/T97N/R34W 
 

Description 

4.6 acres m/l containing 4.6 acres row crop consisting of 1 individual field. The Operator agrees to all 
terms listed on the attached Management Plan for the farm lease.  The operator agrees to close all field 
entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area. The operator agrees to control all 
noxious weeds, as defined by Iowa law, on the entire cropland acres. The operator agrees to control 
noxious weeds on all non-crop fields of the Fallow Marsh WMA with the use of a mower when requested 
to do so by the area manager. 

Annual Rent $ 837.94 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1, 2024 

DNR Contact 
c/o Lucas Straw, Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit, 3120 330th Ave, Ruthven, IA  51358 
Phone – 712.837.4850 – Email – lucas.straw@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Polk 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2007 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 4, 5, 32 Township 77-78 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

170 acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 20,400 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Polk 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2008.5 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 3, 4 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

240 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 36,000 - ($150/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Polk 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2008 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 3, 4 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

200 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 30,000 - ($150/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Polk 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2009 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 2, 3, 34 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

240 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 36,000 - ($150/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Polk 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2010 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 6  Township 77 North, Range 21 West 
 

Description 

130 m/l acres row crop m/l.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 15,600 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:    Smith WMA 

County: Pottawattamie 
 

Lease Number 8313-3E-0-1 Lease Term 3-1-2024 to 2-28-2027, 3 crop years 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 9,15,16 Township 75 North, Range 43 West 
 

Description 
This lease is for 25.6 acres row crop and 15.3 acres forage. 
 $100/ acre for row crops, and $40/ acre for forage.  5 acres of rowcrop will be left unharvested until 
March 1 each year.  Cooperartor is responsible for control of all noxious weeds in crop fields. 

Annual Rent $ 3325 Terms 10% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
Doug  Phillips, Nishnabotna Wildlife UNit, 2321 330 Ave, Riverton, Iowa 51650  712-350-0429 
E-mail doug.phillips@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Kellerton Wildlife Management Area 

County:  Ringgold 

 

Lease Number  8313‐3C‐12‐0004   Lease Term  7 years 

Location (S/T/R)  Section 20 Township 68 North, Range 28 West 
 

Description 

126 acres m/l of pasture. 20 units may be grazed (16 cow/calf pairs and 2 bulls or 19 cow/calf pairs and 1 
bull). Four month grazing season beginning around April 1.  Cooperator responsible for maintaining 
fences.  Land manager reserves right to reduce or increase stocking rates or shorten grazing period at 
any time.  Rental rate based on stocking rate. Cooperator responsible for monitoring or maintaining 
water sources. 

Annual Rent  $ 1620.00  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Josh Rusk 641‐783‐2166 Josh.Rusk@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



08/2022 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 

Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 

                            Prospective Tenant must state Interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 
 

 

Area:  Colo Bogs WMA 

County:  Story County   

 

Lease Number    8315‐5A‐5‐0002  Lease Term      3 years        

Location (S/T/R)  T83N, R21W, Sec.# 2,11 
 

Description 

    20.5 acres, more or less, which contains 10.5 acres of row crop and two 5 acre food/habitat plots.  The 

operator will be required to establish quality corn food plots in year one to be left for the entirety of the 

lease.  This custom work will be in lieu of cash rent due for the remaining crop field for the entirety of the 

lease.  No fall tillage is allowed.  Fall cover crops will be required by the land manager and will be the 

responsibility of the operator.  Prevented planting acres claimed will be required to be planted to an 

approved and agreed on cover crop at that crop year’s forage or small grain rental rate.        

Annual Rent  $   0.00        Terms  10.5 ac. of row crop (3 years) in exchange for 10 ac. (1 year) custom 

work.       

DNR Contact  Nick Jordan           

John.jordan@dnr.iowa.gov 

515‐432‐2545 

 

 



08/2022 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 

Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 

                      Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 
 

 

Area:  Hendrickson Marsh WMA 

County:    Story, Marshall 

 

Lease Number  8315‐5A‐4‐0001    Lease Term      3 years        

Location (S/T/R)  T82N, R20 &R21W, Sect. (6, 12, 1, 2).  Located 3 miles east and 2 miles north of Collins, IA. 
 

Description 

    159.1 acres, more or less, which contains 71.1 acres of row crop, 88 acres of forage (native grass hay 

and alfalfa grass hay). The operator may be requested to do custom tillage, herbicide, fertilizer and 

planting or purchase management materials for the area which will be an allowance on the rent due in 

the fall.  10% of the row crop acres must be left unharvested as described in the addenda.  Restrictions 

on forage cutting dates may apply (July 15 ‐August 15) and fall tillage is not allowed.  Fall cover crops will 

be required by the land manager and will be the responsibility of the operator.  Prevented planting acres 

claimed will be required to be planted to an approved and agreed to cover crop at that crop year’s forage 

or small grain rental rate.        

Annual Rent  $     14,438.50      Terms      20% of the entire contract due at signing, balance due Dec.1 

annually       

DNR Contact  Nick Jordan           

John.jordan@dnr.iowa.gov 

515‐432‐2545 

 

 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Otter Creek Marsh 

County: Tama 
 
Lease Number 8315-5C-5-1 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T83N, R13W, Sec. 1,7 
 

Description 95 acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/acre Terms 10% of total value of lease due at signing (Down Payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area: Otter Creek Marsh 

County: Tama 
 
Lease Number 8315-5C-5-2 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T82N, R14W, Sec 3 
 

Description 86 acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/acre Terms 10% of total lease value due at signing (Down Payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
 
 



10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area: Otter Creek Marsh 

County: Tama 

Lease Number 8315-5C-5-3 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T82N, R14W, Sec. 11,12 

Description 78 acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/Acre Terms 10% of the total lease value due at signing (Down payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Otter Creek Marsh 

County: Tama 
 

Lease Number 8315-5C-5-5 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T83N R14W Sec. 34 
 

Description 90 acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/acre Terms 10% of the lease total value due at signing(Down Payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
 
 



10/2019 cmc DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

Area: Otter Creek Marsh 

County: Tama 

Lease Number 8315-5C-5-8 Lease Term 2024-2028 

Location (S/T/R) T82N R14W Sec. 2,11 

Description 74 Acres of Row Crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/Acre Terms 10% of lease total value due at signing (Down payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Spring Grove 

County: Tama 
 

Lease Number 8315-5C-7-2 Lease Term 2024-2026 

Location (S/T/R) T85N R16W Sec 29 
 

Description 24 Acres of row crop 

Annual Rent $ 100/Acre Terms 10% of lease total value due at signing (Down Payment) 

DNR Contact Rodney Ellingson 641-751-9767 
 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Three Mile Lake Wildlife Management Area 

County:  Union 

 

Lease Number  8313‐3C‐08‐0001  Lease Term  5 years 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 5, 19, 24, 30 T73N R29W Dodge Twp 
 

Description 

75 acres m/l containing 40 acres of row crop, 12 acres of forage, 15 acres of idle on average.  10% of row 
crop will be left unharvested for a food plot to be designated by DNR contact.  Restrictions on forage 
cutting dates apply.  Cover crops will be required on most fields.  No till farming required with the 
exception of organic farming.  Non‐neonictinoid seed required.  Cooperator will be required to fertilize 
sunflower fields every year at their expense.  The average acreage of sunflower fields is 3.9 acres.  
Average row crop acres and rent will vary from year to year. Management related offsets may be written 
into the lease in lieu of rent.  

Annual Rent  $ 2568.80  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Josh Rusk 641‐783‐2166 Josh.Rusk@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Three Mile Lake Wildlife Management Area 

County:  Union 

 

Lease Number  8313‐3C‐08‐0004  Lease Term  1 year 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 31 Township 73 North Range 29 West 
 

Description  16 acres of forage for one cutting of hay.  Restrictions on forage cutting dates apply.    

Annual Rent  $ 480  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Josh Rusk 641‐783‐2166 Josh.Rusk@dnr.iowa.gov 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Fox Hills WMA 

County: Wapello (Agency & Washington TWP) 
 

Lease Number 8314-4E-2-01 Lease Term 3 years 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 7,8,12 and 13, Township 71 North, Ranges 12 and 13 West 
 

Description 
159 acres m/l containing 28 acres of row crop, 100 acres of forage and 31 acres of idled fields. 5.6 acres 
of row crop must be left unharvested for a food plot.  Areas left unharvested will be determined each 
year by the area Manager. Restrictions on forage cutting dates may apply 

Annual Rent $ None Terms 20% of row crop will be left unharvested 

DNR Contact Keith Wilcox Ph.319-293-7185 email:keith.wilcox@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Warren 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-1005 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 13 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

100 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 15,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Warren 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2002.5 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 23-25, 27 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

150 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 18,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Red Rock WMA 

County: Warren 
 

Lease Number 8440-00-2-2002 Lease Term 3 Years 

Location (S/T/R) Section 23-25, 27 Township 77 North, Range 22 West 
 

Description 

200 m/l acres row crop.  All acres of this lease are in Red Rock flood pool and subject to frequent 
flooding.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un-harvested for wildlife food plot. 
The operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the 
area.  

Annual Rent $ 24,000 - ($120/ac) Terms 20% due at contract signing, balance due December 1 

DNR Contact 
DNR Contact Casey Trine – Iowa DNR,  656 Carpenter St – Monroe, IA 50170 
Phone – 641.238.5835 – Email – casey.trine@dnr.iowa.gov  

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0001  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 17, 21, 22, 28, 33 ‐T88N‐R27W (Washington Township) 
 

Description 

2024: 159 row crop acres, 2025: 136.5 row crop acres, 2026: 129 row crop acres. 
2024: 21.5 forage acres, 2025 & 2026: 38.5 forage acres. 
Operator may be required to leave 10% of row crop acres unharvested for wildlife food plots and/or 
plant sunflower & winter wheat dove plots. Hay cutting dates may be restricted. 

Annual Rent 

$ 37,645 2024  
$33,320 2025  
$31,595 2026  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0002  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 22, 27 ‐T88N‐R27W (Washington Township) 
 

Description 

2024: 140 row crop acres, 2025: 149 row crop acres, 2026: 193 row crop acres.  
2024: 43 forage acres, 2025: 66.5 forage acres, 2026: 23.5 forage acres. 
Operator may be required to leave 10% of row crop acres unharvested for wildlife food plots and/or 
plant sunflower & winter wheat dove plots. Hay cutting dates may be restricted. 

Annual Rent 

$ 34,350 2024  
$37,595 2025  
$45,565 2026  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0003  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 2,3,9,10,11,14,34,35 ‐T87N & T88N‐R27W (Washington & Webster Townships) 
 

Description 

2024: 158.5 row crop acres, 2025: 152.5 row crop acres, 2026: 143 row crop acres. 
2024‐2026: 50.5 forage acres annually. 
Operator may be required to leave 10% of row crop acres unharvested for wildlife food plots and/or 
plant sunflower & winter wheat dove plots. Hay cutting dates may be restricted. Operator may be 
required to perform custom farming work on cover crop seed plots. 

Annual Rent 

$ 38,980 2024 
$37,600 2025 
$35,415 2026  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0004  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 4,20,21,33 ‐T87N & T88N‐R27W (Washington & Webster Townships) 
 

Description 

2024: 109.5 row crop acres, 2025 & 2026: 157 row crop acres. 
2024‐2026: 35.5 forage acres annually. 
Operator may be required to leave 10% of row crop acres unharvested for wildlife food plots and/or 
plant sunflower & winter wheat dove plots. Hay cutting dates may be restricted. Operator may be 
required to perform custom farming work on cover crop seed plots. 

Annual Rent 

$ 26,960 2024 
$37,885 2025 
$37,885 2026  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0005  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 17‐T88N‐R27W (Washington Township) 
 

Description 
42 row crop acres annually.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un‐harvested for 
wildlife food plots. THIS IS A RESTRICTED ACCESS LEASE. TO BE ELIGIBLE THE OPERATOR MUST SHOW 
THAT THEY HAVE WRITTEN PERMISSION TO ACCESS THE FIELDS ACROSS PRIVATE LAND. 

Annual Rent  $ to be determined  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0006  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 9,16‐T87N‐R27W (Webster Township) 
 

Description 
25.11 row crop acres annually.  Operator will be required to leave 10% of row crop acres un‐harvested 
for wildlife food plots. THIS IS A RESTRICTED ACCESS LEASE. TO BE ELIGIBLE THE OPERATOR MUST SHOW 
THAT THEY HAVE WRITTEN PERMISSION TO ACCESS THE FIELDS ACROSS PRIVATE LAND. 

Annual Rent  $ to be determined  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0007  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Section 17‐T88N‐R27W (Washington Township) 
 

Description 
5.6 forage acres annually. THIS IS A RESTRICTED ACCESS LEASE. TO BE ELIGIBLE THE OPERATOR MUST 
SHOW THAT THEY HAVE WRITTEN PERMISSION TO ACCESS THE FIELDS ACROSS PRIVATE LAND. 

Annual Rent  $ to be determined  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contact by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Brushy Creek State Recreation Area 

County:  Webster 

 

Lease Number  8520‐1M‐1‐0008  Lease Term  3 years (2024‐2026) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 26,34,35 ‐T88N‐R27W (Washington Township) 
 

Description 

2024‐2026: 90 row crop acres each year.  
2024‐2026: 8 forage acres each year. 
Operator may be required to leave 10% of row crop acres unharvested for wildlife food plots and/or 
plant sunflower & winter wheat dove plots. Hay cutting dates may be restricted. 

Annual Rent 

$ 21,100 2024  
$21,100 2025  
$21,100 2026  Terms  10% of contract at signing, balance due December 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Brent Larson, 515‐576‐3671, brent.larson@sundermanfarm.com 

 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Harmon Lake WMA 

County: Winnebago 
 

Lease Number 8311-1D-14-0001 Lease Term 3 year minimum (possibly additional) 

Location (S/T/R) Section 20, 21 T100N, R24W (Logan Twp) 
 

Description 

22.7 acres of row crop. The Operator agrees to delayed harvest of 5 acres of row crop which may be 
harvested after February 28 of following year.  Operator agrees to prepare, fertilize, apply a sunflower 
tolerant pre-emerge herbicide, and plant 6-9 acres of sunflowers each year (seed provided by DNR).    
Operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  
Fall tillage is not allowed.  Use of any insecticide is not allowed.  
 
*Annual rent may be offset with habitat work related activities on the area. Examples of habitat work 
may include but are not limited to, prairie restoration, brush and tree removal, tree piling, invasive 
species control, chemical purchase, access and parking lot repairs, wetland restoration/maintenance, 
cover crops, additional food plots, and fence removal. 

Annual Rent $ $321.81 Terms 10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact Ben Christensen Phone: 641-829-3285 Email: ben.christensen@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542-1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area: Hogsback WMA 

County: Winnebago 
 

Lease Number 8311-1D-12-0001 Lease Term 3 year minimum (possibly additional) 

Location (S/T/R) Sections 21, 28, T100N, R23W 
 

Description 

19.5 acres of row crop. The Operator agrees to delayed harvest of 5 acres of row crop which may be 
harvested after February 28 of following year.  Operator agrees to close all field entrance cable gates at 
the end of the day when working on the area.  Fall tillage is not allowed.  Use of any insecticide is not 
allowed. 
 
*Annual rent may be offset with habitat work related activities on the area. Examples of habitat work 
may include but are not limited to, prairie restoration, brush and tree removal, tree piling, invasive 
species control, chemical purchase, access and parking lot repairs, wetland restoration/maintenance, 
cover crops, additional food plots, and fence removal. 

Annual Rent $ $1680.72 Terms 10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact Ben Christensen Phone: 641-829-3285 Email: ben.christensen@dnr.iowa.gov 
 
 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   Cardinal Marsh (west), located 4 miles SE of Cresco, IA   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0009  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)  6,7/98N/10West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 6,300 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542‐1205 

 

 
63 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 19 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 9 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be offset from end of year rent based on 
IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   Falcon Springs WMA, located 4 miles NW of Decorah, IA   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0001  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)     35,36/99N/9West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 3,801 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
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54.3 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 15 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 5 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   North Bear Creek WMA, located 2‐3 miles NE of Highlandville, IA   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0002  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)     23/100N/7West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 1,462 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
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43 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 15 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 4 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   South Bear Creek (HQ) WMA, located at Highlandville   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0005  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)     28,30/100N/7West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 474 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
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23.7 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 12 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 3 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   UIR Loras WMA, located 5 miles NE of Decorah, IA   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0007  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)     5/98N/7West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 364 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
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18.2 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 8 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 3 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 
Area:   UIR Upper Dam WMA, located 4 miles NE of Decorah, IA   

County:    Winneshiek   

 

Lease Number   8312‐2E‐96‐0008  Lease Term     3 years               

Location (S/T/R)  7,9/98N/7West     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Rent      $ 560 on average  Terms 

 

10% of total due at signing, crop year remainder due Dec. 1st of that 
  crop year   

DNR Contact      Steven.Gastfield@DNR.Iowa.gov   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10/2019 cmc  DNR Form 542‐1205 

 

 
28 acres/year m/l, on average for the 3 years, on 18 fields, with a mix of row crop, established hay, and 
new hay seeding. On average, 3 acres of the row crops are to be left unharvested as food plot(s) each 
year. Dates for cutting established hay will be limited to July 15 to August 31. A conservation plan is in 
place with the NRCS and must be followed. Access to all fields are as is, which is often narrow, steep, 
long, winding and across creeks. Be sure to physically inspect areas before submitting request as 
accommodations will not be made or allowed for equipment that will not fit. Terms of the Habitat Lease 
Agreement will be strictly enforced; violations may be cause for termination. Tillage work, cover crops, 
and other practices may be required by the DNR, and work will be deducted from end of year rent based 
on IHAP or ISU Extension custom rates. 



10/2019 cmc    DNR Form 542‐1205 

Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Elk Creek WMA East of I‐35 

County:  Worth 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1D‐05‐00011  Lease Term  3 year minimum (possibly additional) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 15, 16, 17, 22, T99N, R21W 
 

Description 

50.9 acres of row crop. The Operator agrees to delayed harvest of 11‐15 acres of row crop which may be 
harvested after February 28 of following year.  16.4 acres of hay that can be cut once after July 15th. 
Operator agrees to prepare, fertilize, apply a sunflower tolerant pre‐emerge herbicide, and plant 10‐11 
acres of sunflowers each year (seed provided by DNR). Operator agrees to close all field entrance cable 
gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  Fall tillage is not allowed.  Use of any insecticide 
is not allowed.  
 
*Annual rent may be offset with habitat work related activities on the area. Examples of habitat work 
may include but are not limited to, prairie restoration, brush and tree removal, tree piling, invasive 
species control, chemical purchase, access and parking lot repairs, wetland restoration/maintenance, 
cover crops, additional food plots, and fence removal. 

Annual Rent  $ 1459.02  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Ben Christensen Phone: 641‐829‐3285 Email: ben.christensen@dnr.iowa.gov 
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Iowa DNR 
Lease to Beginning Farmers Program 

2024 
Prospective Tenant must state interest to DNR Contract by December 1, 2023 

 
 

Area:  Elk Creek WMA West of I‐35 

County:  Worth 

 

Lease Number  8311‐1D‐05‐0003  Lease Term  3 year minimum (possibly additional) 

Location (S/T/R)  Sections 3, 9, 10, 11 T99N, R22W 
 

Description 

54.7 acres of row crop. The Operator agrees to delayed harvest of 16 acres of row crop which may be 
harvested after February 28 of following year.  30 acres of hay that can be cut once after July 15th. 
Operator agrees to prepare, fertilize, apply a sunflower tolerant pre‐emerge herbicide, and plant 7.5 
acres of sunflowers each year (seed provided by DNR).    Operator agrees to close all field entrance cable 
gates at the end of the day when working on the area.  Fall tillage is not allowed.  Use of any insecticide 
is not allowed. 
 
*Annual rent may be offset with habitat work related activities on the area. Examples of habitat work 
may include but are not limited to, prairie restoration, brush and tree removal, tree piling, invasive 
species control, chemical purchase, access and parking lot repairs, wetland restoration/maintenance, 
cover crops, additional food plots, and fence removal. 

Annual Rent  $ 5,4652.96  Terms  10% of contract due at signing, balance due Dec. 1 annually 

DNR Contact  Ben Christensen Phone: 641‐829‐3285 Email: ben.christensen@dnr.iowa.gov 
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