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We are developing a National Hunter Mentor Certification Program 
and Database 
Why do we need it? 
What would the Program look like? 
How do we get there? 
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Creating mentors is a Primary Strategy listed in the National Hunting 
and Shooting Sports Action Plan  
http://www.cahss.org/national-hunting-shooting-sports-action-plan/  

Most states only require mentors to have passed Hunter Safety and 
have a current hunting license for that year 
Most complete state background checks as well 

 Provide a less formal structure to indoctrinate new hunters 
Why is this important? 
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Many people are seeking a more individualized online introduction to 
hunting 
Prefer learning alone versus being in a classroom setting 
Are uncomfortable with traditional classroom audience 
Learn better working at their own pace 
Schedules could be too busy to accommodate weekend workshops 
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Wisconsin Online Hunter Safety Courses 
Started in 2007 but has picked up a lot since 2011 
Almost 20% (4,300 out of 22,000) of hunter education graduates took 

online course 
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 Nebraska Online Hunter Safety Courses 
Online option started in 2013 
39% (3,936 out of 10,111) of hunter education graduates took online 

course 
10,111 Hunter Safety graduates is a state record 
Over 80% of younger students (age 11-15) complete traditional classroom 

courses.   
Most notable increase was seen in the 19- 
    25 year old age group accounting for 32% of 
    the total online course completions 
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 Iowa Online Hunter Safety Courses 
Online option started in 2013 
36% (3,778 out of 10,480) of hunter education graduates took online 

course 
269 Hunter Education Classes held across the state in 98 of the 99 counties 

Of those classes, 70% (188) were the traditional classroom course and 30% (81) 
were the online/field day course 
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Clearly we are trending towards more time online before potential 
hunters ever step outside 
Kalkomey is currently developing online Learn to Hunt modules focusing 

on several different species 
Folks completing these online LTHs or online Hunter Safety will still need in-

person guidance to really develop as hunters 
 They could rely heavily upon a National Hunter Mentor Database that 

would connect new hunters with a certified mentor in their area 
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Corroborate ideas with other agencies/organizations to establish a 
standardized program  
Would allow for reciprocity between states 
 National Criminal Background Check 
 Liability Insurance for Mentors 

 The End Result: A National Hunter Mentor Database 
Mentors available for one-on-one hunting trips or for teaching at Hunter 

Recruitment workshops 
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 Proposed Model for PF/QF Mentor Certification 
1. Apply 
2. Train 
3. Annual Reporting 

# of mentees and contact information for each 
# of outings 
What worked?  What didn’t? 

4. Continuing Education 
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 Apply 
Would ask for contact info and hunting background info 
An application fee  

Probably around $60.00 
Would cover one-year PF Membership 
Would cover background check valid for 5 years 

 Training 
Must attend a one-day training 
 Invite all interested parties (Hunter Education 
    Instructors, Cabela’s/Industry staff, university  
    students, other NGOs, etc.) 
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Material Covered in Training 
Review ORAM 
Review North American Model of Wildlife Management 
Review PF/QF Mission/Goals 
Mentoring Successes and Limitations 
Adult Learning Principles 
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 Annual Reporting Requirements 
How many mentees? 

Provide contact information and hunter license number/customer ID number 
We will follow up to determine if they hunt in the future 

Provide demographic information 

Where did they meet mentee? 
How many outings per mentee? 
Report successes and areas for improvement 
        each year 
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Continuing Education to Maintain Certification 
 To maintain certification, must submit annual reports 
Need to attend at least 1 mentor training session every 3 years 

Keeps mentors up-to-date on most recent research and maintains a critical 
social connection with them 

Will develop and offer webinars as a replacement for an in-person training in 
the future 
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Mentor Webpage on PF/QF Website  
Contact information 
Workshop materials 
Calendar of events 
Mentor Spotlight/Recognition 
Etc. 
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Mentor Incentives 
PF would provide a Mentor Social at Pheasant Fest each year 
Recognize mentors at PF/QF State Meetings/Facebook/etc.  

Involve marketing team 

Cabela’s might allow certified mentors to be product testers for them 
Product testers get to keep the merchandise that they field test 

Cabela’s might be able to offer their employee discount to certified 
mentors 
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Mentor Incentives 
Similar to IHEA Instructor Expert-Only Deals 
Working with Experticity to offer discounts to mentors 

Some brand names include Beretta, Browning, Buck, Columbia, CZ-USA, 
Garmin, Leupold, Mossberg, Primos, Savage, Zeiss, etc. 

 Will provide tiers of access to brand discounts based on number of mentees 
taken out 
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A new mentor might have access to discounts on 
50 different brands 

After they take out X number of mentors, they 
could have access to 100 or 200 different brands 

 

 



 Initial Rollout – January 2018 
Plan to tease Mentor Trainings at PF State Meetings in January/February 
Start offering Mentor Trainings in March/April 2018 in 5 States: 

Illinois 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

Second Round of Mentor Trainings in  
       August/September 2018 
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Follow-Up Discussion 
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