Flooding Impacts on Fish

The unprecedented volume of water in many areas during the flood will minimize the
impact from the chemicals, waste and other toxins mixed in with the water. Nothing in
the water is going to hurt the quality or the edibility of the fish. These fish are safe to eat.

In general, more water means more fish. Growth of fish is great in expanded habitats
when lake and stream water levels are high. It is expected the flood conditions in many
streams will have an adverse impact on smallmouth bass reproduction this year. The
floods will rearrange the habitat in streams with some deep holes filling in while others
are created.

A larger issue is that of sediment washing into streams, lakes and ponds, covering and
reducing habitat and causing water quality problems.
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