
Real World, Real Learning 

Take It Outside: Fish Iowa! Blog 
Learn fun ways to incorporate Fish Iowa! into your classroom or youth group. Get kids fishing tips, 
Fish Iowa! Games updates, Iowa fishing tips and facts, beginner angler help, and more. Follow us at: 
takeitoutsidefishiowa.blogspot.com/. Subscribe to receive email notification of new postings.  
 
 

Brass Bluegill Award Nominations 
For over 20 years we have recognized outstanding educators whose programs exemplify the goals of 
Fish Iowa! with the Brass Bluegill award. Do you have a great program or know someone who does? 
Download a Brass Bluegill Nomination Form and submit by November 30, 2014. The award is         
presented at a DNR Natural Resources Commission meeting in the spring.  
 
 

Fish Iowa! Now Available on CD 
The award winning Fish Iowa! basic spincasting curriculum is now available on CD. Major revisions 
include new teaching tips and tricks that address education reforms and best practices, as well as 
links to a host of online resources including instructional videos and websites.  
 
If you have been trained and would like a copy of the new Fish Iowa! spincasting module, contact the 
Aquatic Education Program by email or phone (641.747.2200). 

 

Take It Outside Art Contest— Iowa Fish 
This year’s Take It Outside Art Contest will celebrate the great contributions of wildlife artist, 
Maynard Reece.  Students will be asked to create an image of their favorite Iowa fish in its natural 
habitat.  We are partnering with the Wildlife Forever® State-Fish Art contest—winners of our 
state contest will advance to national judging. 
 
Complete contest rules are available on our website.  

 

Fish Iowa! Permit 
Are you taking your students on a fishing trip? Schools participating in Fish Iowa! can obtain permits 
to allow students 16 years of age or older to fish during a school-sponsored outing as part of a Fish 
Iowa! unit. Contact the Aquatic Education office for an application. 

 Permits are issued only to public or accredited nonpublic Iowa schools with a staff person 
trained in Fish Iowa! 

 Permits cover only students of the applying school (staff, volunteers, etc. are not covered). 
 Permits are good for 30 days. 
 Permit holders must comply with all other Iowa fishing regulations (includes paying any     

additional fees such as the trout fee, etc.). 

Iowa DNR Outdoor Skills Programs 
EdInfo@dnr.iowa.gov 
641/747-2200 

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/education/brassnom.pdf�
mailto:EdInfo@dnr.iowa.gov�
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/education/takeoutart.pdf�


Electronic Updates 
Would you like to get information about upcoming training, grant opportunities, and other updates 
sooner? Then email us at EdInfo@dnr.iowa.gov. Just put “Fish Iowa Updates” in the subject line. 
We’ll add you to our email list. (Note: be sure to “allow” emails from “*dnr.iowa.gov” if your service 
provider or organization has a spam blocking program.) 

 

Fish Iowa! Basic Fishing Skills Videos Available on YouTube®  

Enhance your next Fish Iowa! class with educational videos of Fish Iowa! instructors demonstrating 
casting, cleaning, frying, fly casting, know tying, rod & reel cleaning, and the spincasting reel.  
 
Casting Tips 
Cleaning Catfish 
Fly Casting 
Frying Catfish 
Knot Tying 
Rod & Reel Cleaning 
Spincasting Reel 

 

Fish Iowa! lesson plans 
Looking for new ways to use Fish Iowa!? Check out sample lesson plans (posted on our website)     
created by participants in our Teaching Outdoor Skills: Basic Fishing course.  

 

Berkley High School Fishing Club Program 
It's time to start the 2015 challenge - get your team ready and register for the  2015 Berkley® 
High Fishing Club Challenge. 

The Berkley High Challenge promotes the joy of fishing while learning techniques to develop the 
skills to create lifelong anglers. Your club can be big or small, skilled or novice, freshwater or salt-
water, and can fish for any species. It’s not about the biggest or the most fish, it’s about the joy 
of the sport. 

A season filled with fun monthly challenges, training opportunities, pro videos, and great prizes are 
available to all teams that participate. 

 

Fish Iowa! Games – Get Your School Hooked 
www.iowagames.org/Sports/FishIowaGames.aspx 
 

Fish Iowa! Games is a casting competition we co-sponsor with the Iowa 
Sports Foundation (Iowa Games). It is a fun way to teach basic casting 
techniques to Iowa students. Over 73,000 K-12 Iowa students have       
participated.  
 
Electronic registration opens November 1. The competition may be held 
anytime between February 1 and May 1. The first 100 schools who register 
will receive a kit, valued at over $100, with everything you need for the 
competition.  
 

mailto:EdInfo@dnr.iowa.gov�
http://youtu.be/7CsIm1zJhu8�
http://youtu.be/RZTl5x3-KDc�
http://youtu.be/E9tqD7Ux5Gg�
http://youtu.be/692BvA_YeTs�
http://youtu.be/i9ZBz7NeTPI�
http://youtu.be/ZogM75ykOYM�
http://youtu.be/rd-b9jlJAZA�
http://www.iowadnr.gov/Education/ForTeachers/EducationTrainingPrograms/FishIowa!.aspx�
http://hs.berkley-fishing.com/registration/�
http://hs.berkley-fishing.com/registration/�
http://hs.berkley-fishing.com/registration/�
http://hs.berkley-fishing.com/registration/�
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