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	How to Determine if a PERRC is also a Separated Location
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Purpose

To establish a standard operating procedure (SOP) for deciding whether a PERRC is also a Separated Location.

Scope

This SOP is intended primarily for the use of Odor Study Field Office Quality Assurance Officers.

References

Separation distance requirements contained in Iowa Code sections 455B.134, and 

459.202.

Introduction

“PERRC” means a Public use area, an Educational institution, a bona fide Religious institution, a Residence not owned by the owner of the animal feeding operation, or a Commercial enterprise.  Precise definitions of these terms can be found below.  Note that PERRC doesn’t include a highway, or road right-of-way.  

A broad interpretation of the term “separated location” would define any PERRC as a separated location. However, the Department has adopted a narrower interpretation of "separated location".  Only some PERRCs are also Separated Locations. 

This SOP enumerates the criteria a PERRC must meet in order to qualify as a Separated Location.  The determination whether a PERRC is or is not a separated location is somewhat complicated, and will require information that the odor investigator typically will not have access to in the field.  Odor investigators are advised to simply take measurements at PERRCs without attempting to determine if they are separated locations.  If both downwind readings show odors present at the 7/1 dilution ratio, the Field Office Quality Assurance Officer will determine if the PERRC at which the high readings were taken is also a separated location.

Definitions of PERRCs

· Public Use Area:
“Public use area” means that portion of land owned by the United States, the state, or a political subdivision

with facilities which attract the public to congregate and remain in the area for significant periods of time.

Facilities include, but are not limited to, picnic grounds, campgrounds, cemeteries, lodges, shelter houses,

playground equipment, lakes as listed in Table 2 of 567—Chapter 65, and swimming beaches. It does not

include a highway, road right–of–way, parking areas, recreational trails or other areas where the public

passes through, but does not congregate or remain in the area for significant periods of time.

“Cemetery” means a space held for the purpose of permanent burial, entombment or interment of human

remains that is owned or managed by a political subdivision or private entity, or a cemetery regulated

pursuant to Iowa Code chapter 523I or 566A. A cemetery does not include a pioneer cemetery where there

have been six or fewer burials in the preceding 50 years.

· Educational Institution:

“Educational institution” means a building in which an organized course of study or training is offered to

students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 12 and served by local school districts, accredited or

approved nonpublic schools, area education agencies, community colleges, institutions of higher education

under the control of the state board of regents, and accredited independent colleges and universities.
· Religious Institution:

“Religious institution” means a building in which an active congregation is devoted to worship.
· Residence:

“Residence” means a house or other building, including all structures attached to the building, not owned

by the owner of the animal feeding operation, which meets all of the following criteria at the location of the

intended residence:

1. Used as a place of habitation for humans on a permanent and frequent basis.

2. Not readily mobile.

3. Connected to a permanent source of electricity, a permanent private water supply or a public water

supply system and a permanent domestic sewage disposal system including a private, semipublic or public

sewage disposal system.

4. Assessed and taxed as real property.

If a house or other building has not been occupied by humans for more than six months in the last two

years, or if a house or other building has been constructed or moved to its current location within six

months, the owner of the intended residence has the burden of proving that the house or other building is a

residence. Paragraph “3” shall not apply to a house or other building inhabited by persons who are exempt

from the compulsory education standards of Iowa Code section 299.24 and whose religious principles or

tenets prohibit the use of the utilities listed.
· Commercial Enterprise:

“Commercial enterprise” means a building which is used as a part of a business that manufactures goods,

delivers services, or sells goods or services, which is customarily and regularly used by the general public

during the entire calendar year and which is connected to electric, water, and sewer systems. A commercial

enterprise does not include a farm operation.
Note that in the definitions cited above all PERRCs, except public use areas, require the presence of a building.

Method

The closest animal feeding operation that requires a separation distance will be used for determining whether a PERRC represents a separated location.  An AFO "requires a separation distance" if either of the following are true: 

· Statutory separation distance requirements applicable to the AFO were in place at the time the animal feeding operation was constructed.  (The animal feeding operation must not be “grand-fathered”.)

·  The AFO was expanded in such a way that it became subject to statutory separation distance requirements.

Once the animal feeding operation that will be used to classify the site is specified, the following checklist can be used to decide if a PERRC is also a separated location.  (Note, that whenever the word AFO is used in the discussion that follows, it refers to the closest animal feeding operation that requires a separation distance.)  For the purposes of the odor study, a PERRC will be regarded as a separated location if and only if all three of the following conditions are met:

1.  The building was built (or the public use area was developed) before construction of the AFO.

2.  The resident, or other entity, did not sign a "waiver letter" allowing construction of the AFO at a distance closer than the applicable separation distance required by statute.

3.  The AFO must be in compliance with any statutory separation distance requirements that apply to it, with respect to that particular PERRC.

