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REPRESENTATIVE PEBBLE COUNT CROSS-SECTIONS
(EXAMPLE: 10 SAMPLES AT EACH CROSS-SECTION)

RIFFLE

ACTIVE BED PEBBLE COUNT CROSS-SECTION

A

B

C

(A) LONG AXIS
(B) INTERMEDIATE AXIS
(C) SHORT AXIS

NOTE: THE INTERMEDIATE AXIS IS WHAT IS
MEASURED IN A PEBBLE COUNT

R

REPRESENTATIVE PEBBLE COUNT:
1. THE REPRESENTATIVE PEBBLE COUNT (MULTIPLE CROSS-SECTIONS) IS I

TO ASSIST WITH REACH CHARACTERIZATION
2. THIS PEBBLE COUNT SHOULD CONSIST OF AT LEAST 100 MEASUREMEN
3. ESTIMATE PERCENTAGE OF REACH LENGTH THAT CAN BE CHARACTE

RIFFLES AND POOLS (EXAMPLE: 1000FT REACH WITH 600 FT OF RIFFLES
FT OF POOLS; 60% RIFFLES, 40% POOLS)

4. ATTEMPT TO SAMPLE EACH FEATURE (RIFFLES, AND POOLS) AT THE SA
FREQUENCY AS FOUND IN THE REACH(EXAMPLE: 60 RIFFLE SAMPLES, 
SAMPLES)

5. SAMPLE THE ENTIRE BANKFULL CROSS-SECTION

NTENDED

TS
RIZED AS
 AND 400

ME
40 POOL

ACTIVE BED PEBBLE COUNT:
1. THE ACTIVE BED PEBBLE COUNT IS INTENDED TO BE USED FOR HYDR

CALCULATIONS (D84) AND FOR SEDIMENT COMPETENCE CALCULATIO
2. AT A SINGLE RIFFLE CROSS-SECTION, 100 PARTICLES SHOULD BE ME

EQUALLY SPACED INTERVALS ACROSS THE CHANNEL BED
3. SAMPLE ONLY THE ACTIVE CHANNEL BED

AULIC
NS
ASURED AT

PROTRUSION HEIGHT
PROTRUSION HEIGHT CAN BE SUBSTITUTED FORD84
IN THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS

BEDROCK OR BOULDER
DOMINATED SYSTEMS

PROTRUSION HEIGHT

SAND-BED CHANNELS
WITH DUNE BEDFORMS

PROTRUSION HEIGHT

AVERAGE BED ELEVATION

CHANNELS WHERE LOGS
INFLUENCE RELATIVE ROUHGNESS

OTRUSION HEIGHT
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