
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
2014 (FY15) Large REAP City Grant Awards 

 
Grant Purpose:  The City Parks and Open Space account receives 15% of the REAP funds, after initial 
distributions are made as outlined in Chapter 33, for competitive grants to help cities establish natural areas, 
encouraging outdoor recreation and resource management. Three categories have been established to assure 
grants are distributed to all sizes of cities. Projects considered include development of parks, multi-purpose 
trails (emphasis on connecting existing trails), park shelters, lake or river shoreline restoration, fishing access, 
and habitat restoration. 
 
Summary of Selection Process:  As directed by criteria under Chapter 33.40, the selection committee reviewed 
and scored all applications.  Examples of criteria considered include the relationship to relevant regional and 
statewide programs based on comprehensive plans (i.e. SCORP, County Resource Enhancement Plan, or local, 
state and federal plans), quality of site for land acquisition projects, environmental benefits, public benefit, and 
local support.  
 
 

ALL CITY ALLOCATION SUMMARY 
 

CATETORY AMOUNT 
REQUESTED 

AMOUNT 
RECOMMENDED 

# OF PROJECTS 
SCORED 

PROJECTS 
FUNDED 

SMALL CITIES TOTALS $1,969,030 $611,204 35 10 
 

MEDIUM CITIES TOTALS $2,421,800 $775,610 27 8 
 

LARGE CITIES TOTALS $2,089,900 $1,076,604 13 7 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
TOTALS 

$6,480,730 $2,436,418 75 25 

 
 

LARGE CITY PROJECT ALLOCATIONS 
 

2014 (FY15) REAP City Parks Open Spaces - LARGE CITIES - Population larger than 25,000 
Ranked 

by 
Score 

City 
Applicant Project Name Project Description 

Grant 
Amount 

Requested 
Grant Award 

104.4 Bettendorf 

Forest Grove 
Park Phase 1 
Forest Area 
Restoration 

Restoration of a 10.69 acre area of Forest Grove Park. 
The project consists of forest and savanna restoration 
including tree trimming and removal; invasive species 
removal; soil stabilization; planting of a savanna seed 
mix; and farm debris removal.  Also removal of 
hazardous trees and old fence so the park can safely 
opened to the public.  $150,000  $150,000  

101.45 Dubuque 

Phase 5 of the 
Iowa 32 
Hike/Bike Trail 

Phase five of the Iowa 32 Bike/Hike Trail will form the 
final connection between two popular recreation venues: 
Dubuque County Heritage Trail and the City of 
Dubuque’s Bergfeld Recreation Area. This project will 
also provide a side trip for the Mississippi River Trail 
(MRT) through the City of Dubuque and Dubuque 
County. In addition, this project will complete the trail 
network within the Bergfeld Rec. Area through ADA-
compliant access to a historic bridge.  $200,000  $200,000  

98.95 Burlington 
Flint River 
Trail - Phase 1 

Construction of Phase 1 (south) of the Flint River Trail.  
This phase will connect with a ramp that starts at 
Riverside Park, along the Mississippi River and travels $150,000  $150,000  



to the top of Highway 99, and travel 0.44 miles in a 
separated trail along Highway 99.   

94.6 Council Bluffs 

Fairmount 
Park 
Woodland 
Restoration -  
Phase 1 

Restoration and improvement of 28 acres of Fairmount 
Park by recreating the previously existing oak savanna 
and understory trees, along with remnant Loess prairies. 
Other priorities include restoration of the native 
vegetation and utilization of wood chips to surface the 
trails as designated in the park’s master plan. The wood 
chips will create a nature trail proving neighborhood 
trail connections to the restored areas of the park.  $200,000  $200,000  

91.95 Waterloo 

Sherwood Park 
Recreation 
Area 

Development of Sherwood Park to include a picnic 
shelter, granular parking area, benches, bike racks, 
interpretive sign panels, a granular trail along the river 
and a concrete walkway from the shelter to the river. 
The project also includes control bollards to control 
vehicular access and provide security.  $200,000  $200,000  

91.85 Cedar Falls 
Washington 
Park Trail 

Construction of two new sections of asphalt trail to the 
Washington Park Trail. The first section would connect 
the current Washington Park Trail end to a detached 
segment of the trail. The second section would connect 
the previously detached segment of the trail back to the 
park entrance and trail start. These additions would 
create a 0.9 mile loop encircling the park.  $121,200  $121,200  

88.75 Marshalltown 

Iowa River 
Trail 
Development 
Phase 1  

Construction of 1.28 mile trail and rehabilitation of the 
85’ long Summit Street Bridge and providing a crucial 
link in Marshalltown’s Trail System and as a connection 
to the Iowa River Trails/American Discovery Trail.  $150,000  $55,404  

85.25 Ottumwa 
Highway 34 Underpass  
(Funding line if REAP were at $20M) $150,000  $150,000  

81.8 Des Moines Witmer Park Improvements $288,200  $288,200  
78.8 Sioux City Sioux City Prairie Park Enhancements $5,500  $5,500  

77 Ankeny High Trestle Trail - SW Ordnance Road Connection $150,000  $150,000  
77 Urbandale Arboretum Development and Trail Connection Project $150,000  $150,000  

71.25 Iowa City Upper City Park Log Cabin Restoration Project $175,000  $175,000  
LARGE CITIES TOTAL $2,089,900 $1,076,604 
 


