
PPrrooppoosseedd  CChhaannggeess  iinn  WWaatteerrffoowwll  HHuunnttiinngg  SSeeaassoonnss  
 
Public Hearings will be held on these proposed changes on April 18.  See 
www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/ICN2006.html  for a list of places to attend.  The final rrule will go to the 
Natural Resource Commission oonn August 10th   aatt  KKeenntt  PPaarrkk  iinn  JJoohhnnssoonn  CCoouunnttyy.. 
 
11))  SSeeaassoonn  ddaatteess  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aaddjjuusstteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  22000066  ccaalleennddaarr  ((SSeeee  ttaabbllee  ooff  sseeaassoonn  ddaatteess))..    
TThheessee  aarree  ppootteennttiiaallllyy  tthhee  sseeaassoonn  ddaatteess  tthhaatt  ccoouulldd  bbee  sseelleecctteedd  iiff  IIoowwaa  iiss  aalllloowweedd  tthhee  ssaammee  
sseeaassoonn  cchhooiicceess  aass  llaasstt  yyeeaarr..    TThhee  UU..SS..  FFiisshh  aanndd  WWiillddlliiffee  SSeerrvviiccee  ((UUSSFFWWSS))  eessttaabblliisshheess  
wwaatteerrffoowwll  sseeaassoonn  ffrraammeewwoorrkkss  aannnnuuaallllyy..    TThheessee  ffrraammeewwoorrkkss  aarree  aannnnoouunncceedd  iinn  eeaarrllyy  
AAuugguusstt  aafftteerr  aallll  wwaatteerrffoowwll  bbrreeeeddiinngg  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ssuurrvveeyyss  aarree  ccoommpplleetteedd..    IItt  iiss  ttoooo  ssoooonn  ttoo  
tteellll  wwhhaatt  tthhoossee  ssuurrvveeyyss  wwiillll  rreevveeaall  aabboouutt  wwaatteerrffoowwll  ppooppuullaattiioonnss,,  bbuutt  wwaatteerr  aanndd  hhaabbiittaatt  
ccoonnddiittiioonnss  llooookk  ggoooodd  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd  aappppeeaarr  ttoo  bbee  aallll  rriigghhtt  iinn  tthhee  eeaasstteerrnn  DDaakkoottaass..    IIff  tthheessee  
ccoonnddiittiioonnss  ppeerrssiisstt,,  tthhee  SSeerrvviiccee  aanndd  tthhee  MMiissssiissssiippppii  FFllyywwaayy  CCoouunncciill  mmaayy  aallllooww  aa  lliibbeerraall  
6600--ddaayy  sseeaassoonn  aaggaaiinn  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..  
  
22))  TThhee  UUSSFFWWSS  aalllloowwss  ssttaatteess  ttoo  cchhaannggee  hhuunnttiinngg  zzoonnee  bboouunnddaarriieess  oonnccee  eevveerryy  55  yyeeaarrss..    
((TThhee  zzoonneess  IIoowwaa  hhaass  uusseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  llaasstt  tteenn  yyeeaarrss  aarree  sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  mmaapp  bbeellooww..))    
SSttaatteess  aarree  ppeerrmmiitttteedd  33  ooppttiioonnss::  
aa))  NNoo  ZZoonnee  ((ssttaatteewwiiddee  sseeaassoonnss))  wwiitthh  tthhee  sseeaassoonn  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  aass  mmaannyy  aass  33  sseeggmmeennttss..  
bb))  22  ZZoonneess  wwiitthh  tthhee  sseeaassoonn  ddiivviiddeedd  iinnttoo  22  sseeggmmeennttss  iinn  eeaacchh  zzoonnee  ((IIoowwaa’’ss  ccuurrrreenntt  ssyysstteemm))..    
SSeeaassoonn  ddaatteess  iinn  tthhee  22  zzoonneess  mmaayy  bbee  tthhee  ssaammee  oorr  ddiiffffeerreenntt..  
cc))  33  ZZoonneess  wwiitthh  aa  ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  sseeaassoonn  iinn  eeaacchh  zzoonnee..  
  
TThhee  DDNNRR’’ss  WWiillddlliiffee  BBuurreeaauu  iiss  ssuurrvveeyyiinngg  IIoowwaa  wwaatteerrffoowwll  hhuunntteerrss  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonnss  oonn  
tthheessee  ooppttiioonnss  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..  TThhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  tthhaatt  ssuurrvveeyy  wwiillll  aallssoo  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  wwhheenn  
ddeecciiddiinngg  hhooww  ttoo  ssttrruuccttuurree  tthhee  dduucckk  sseeaassoonn  ffoorr  tthhee  nneexxtt  55  yyeeaarrss..  
  
  
  

IIoowwaa’’ss  DDuucckk  HHuunnttiinngg  ZZoonneess::  22000000  --  22000055  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3) We are proposing to eliminate the Canada Goose Closed Hunting Zone around Red 

Rock Lake.  The closed area was established 15 years ago to increase goose populations 
in the Red Rock area.  The geese, however, have moved into the city of Des Moines and 
are using it as a refuge.  This proposed change will allow hunters to hunt Canada geese 

on the Red Rock area again.

http://www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/ICN2006.html


PROPOSED 
2006-2007 MIGRATORY GAME BIRD SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS 

 
 NORTH DUCK ZONE2 SOUTH DUCK ZONE2

Ducks, Mergansers and Coots except 
Canvasbacks 

Sept. 23 – 27 
Oct. 14 – Dec. 7 

Sept. 23 – 27  
Oct. 21 – Dec. 14 

Canvasbacks Oct. 21 – Nov. 19 Oct. 28 – Nov. 26 
Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days Oct. 7 – 8 Oct. 7 – 8 
 NORTH GOOSE ZONE3 SOUTH GOOSE ZONE3

Canada geese and Brant Sept. 30 – Oct. 8 
Oct. 14 – Dec. 3 
Dec. 23 – Jan. 1, 2007 

Sept. 30 – Oct. 8 
Oct. 21 – Dec. 3 
Dec. 23 – Jan. 8, 2007 

SPECIAL SEPTEMBER CANADA GOOSE SEASONS 
Canada geese Sept. 1 – 15 

Only in designated zones around Des Moines and Cedar 
Rapids/Iowa City 

Canada geese Sept. 9 – 10 
Statewide 

STATEWIDE 
White-fronted geese SSeepptt..  3300  ––  DDeecc..  1100  
Light Geese (white and blue phase snow geese 
and Ross’ geese) 

SSeepptt..  3300,,  22000066  --  JJaann..  1144,,  22000077  

Light Geese Conservation Order (white and 
blue phase snow geese and Ross’ geese) 

Jan. 15 - April 15, 2007 
Additional regulations apply 

Woodcock OOcctt..  77  --  NNoovv..  2200  
Snipe SSeepptt..  22  --  NNoovv..  2266  
Rail (Sora and Virginia) SSeepptt..  22  --  NNoovv..  1100  
Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset for all species except woodcock, which is sunrise to 
sunset.  
Daily Bag Limits:  
Ducks: Daily limit is 6, including no more than 4 mallards (of which no more than 2 may be female), 2 wood 
ducks, 2 redheads, 1 black duck, 1 pintail, 1 canvasback, and 2 scaup.  
Mergansers: Daily limit is 5, including no more than 1 hooded merganser.  
Coots: Daily limit is 15.  
Geese: Daily limit is 2 Canada geese, 2 white-fronted geese, 2 brant, and 20 snow geese, except during the 
special September Canada goose season in the Des Moines and Cedar Rapids/Iowa City Zones when the bag 
limit is 3 Canada geese.  
Woodcock: Daily limit is 3.  
Snipe: Daily limit is 8.  
Rail (Sora and Virginia): Daily limit is 12.  
Possession Limits:  
Possession limits are twice the daily bag limit for all the above species, except for light geese for which there is 
no possession limit. 
2 Duck Hunting Zones – The North Duck Hunting Zone is that part of Iowa north of a line beginning on the 
Nebraska-Iowa border at State Highway 175, east to State Highway 37, southeast to U.S. Highway 59, south to 
I-80 and along I-80 to the Iowa-Illinois border.  The South Duck Hunting Zone is the remainder of the state. 
3 Goose Hunting Zones – The North Goose Hunting Zone is that part of Iowa north of U.S. Highway 20.  The 
South Goose Hunting Zone is the remainder of the state. 

 


	Proposed Changes in Waterfowl Hunting Seasons
	1) Season dates have been adjusted for the 2006 calendar (See table of season dates).  These are potentially the season dates that could be selected if Iowa is allowed the same sea
	2) The USFWS allows states to change hunting zone boundaries once every 5 years.  (The zones Iowa has used for the last ten years are shown in the map below.)
	c) 3 Zones with a continuous season in each zone.
	Iowa’s Duck Hunting Zones: 2000 - 2005
	Oct. 21 – Nov. 19
	Oct. 28 – Nov. 26
	Oct. 7 – 8
	Oct. 7 – 8


	Canada geese and Brant
	SPECIAL SEPTEMBER CANADA GOOSE SEASONS

	Canada geese
	Sept. 1 – 15
	Only in designated zones around Des Moines and Cedar Rapids/
	Canada geese
	Sept. 9 – 10
	Statewide
	STATEWIDE




	Sept. 30 – Dec. 10
	Sept. 30, 2006 - Jan. 14, 2007
	Jan. 15 - April 15, 2007

	Oct. 7 - Nov. 20
	Sept. 2 - Nov. 26
	Sept. 2 - Nov. 10

