Proposed Changesin Deer Hunting Seasons for Residents

Public Hearings will be held on these proposed changes on April 18. See
www.iowadnr.comvwildlife/files/l CN2006.html for alist of placesto attend. Thefinal rulewill go to the
Natural Resource Commission on June 8" at Whiterock Conservancy in Guthrie County.

1) Antlerless-only license quotas and seasons. DNR does not yet have the final harvest
and population survey information it needs to make decisions about antlerless license
guotas. Thefina harvest datafrom last year’s deer seasons will not be available until
late March. Therewaslittle snow thiswinter and few aeria deer surveys were flown.
The spring spotlight survey will not take place until April. Numbers of deer-vehicle
collisions will not be available from DOT until late May. Without thisinformation it is
difficult to set antlerless quotas accurately. Information from hunters and DNR personnel
indicates deer numbers may be at or below goa in northwest and northcentral lowa.
Based on that information, the map below was developed to indicate counties where
antlerless quotas may be reduced (no number in the county) and the November and
January Antlerless seasons may be eliminated. License quotasin other counties are those
from last year. All of these quotas and county designations may be changed when the
final survey information isreceived.

Proposed Antlerless quota for 2006
The map below lists the proposed antlerless quota for the 2006/2007 deer season. The
shaded counties will be open for the January antlerless season. Counties with no quota
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http://www.iowadnr.com/wildlife/files/ICN2006.html

listed may have no antlerless licenses available in any season, paid or landowner-tenant.

2) Landowner-tenant free and reduced-fee Antlerless-only licenses will be available only
in counties and seasons where paid licenses are available.

3) Asin the past hunters may purchase two Any-deer licenses — one for Archery season
and one for any firearm season (Early Muzzleloader season has a quota of 7,500
licenses). For thefirst time, hunters may hunt with Antlerless-only licenses in any season
they are available regardless of the season selected for their Any-deer firearm license.
Exception: Huntersmay not obtain paid licensesfor both thefirst and second
shotgun seasons.

4) The January Antlerless Season will be shortened 7 days in the southern two tiers of
counties to match the rest of the state. Centerfire rifles may be used in the last 7 days of
this season but only in the southern two tiers of counties. Semi-automatic centerfire rifles
used during this 7-day period must contain no more than 6 rounds in the chamber and
magazine combined.

5) Youth Deer Season. The minimum age and Hunter Education requirement have been
removed for the Y outh Deer Season.

6) Y outh and Disabled Season Hunters. Y outh and disabled hunters that purchase a
license for this season may get paid licenses for other seasons like any other hunter.

7) Hunters must report each harvested deer to the DNR’s new Harvest Reporting System
(see the proposal for reporting deer and turkeys).

8) Landowners and tenants and their eligible family members must register through the
ELSI system before obtaining free or reduced-fee deer hunting licenses (see the proposal
for landowner-tenant registration).
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