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“wellhead protection” means any number of measures that will maintain the integrity 
and protection of the immediate area of the well, the well structure, and the 
groundwater.  Examples are: the well area free from any sanitary and/or environmental 
hazards, well construction that is free from defects – e.g., proper well casing height, 
watertight and secure well cap, bollards or other casing protection devices, or any other 
engineered and/or constructed protections that ensures that the wellhead area 
maintains adequate sanitary and environmental protections. 

 
 
 

Guidance   
 

There shall be at least one Iowa DNR certified well contractor with the appropriate level of 
certification on-site during the installation of test holes, test wells, observation wells, 
production wells, and during any well pump related services. 
 
1. Temporary Test Holes. PWS-related temporary test holes that are installed without 

casing for the purpose of exploring for groundwater and that are left in place 7 days or 
less do not require permitting through the use of a private well construction permit or 
from Iowa DNR Water Supply Engineering (WSE) but they are subject to the following 
conditions: 

a. Test holes can be left in place for 7 days or less.  Department authorization is 
always required for any temporary test holes left in place longer than 7 days.  
Note:  If something changes during the initial 7 day period that requires that the 
test hole be left in place for a longer period of time, the PWS must contact DNR 
WSE for authorization to leave any test well in place.  See item #2 for 
requirements. 

b. All test holes shall be properly plugged upon abandonment as stated in 567 IAC 
Chapter 39.  The plugging shall be documented on Iowa DNR form 542-1226, 
“Abandoned Water Well Plugging Record” and maintained by the PWS as part 
of the required essential records. 

 
2. Test Wells. PWS-related test wells that include the installation of casing and are not 

left in place longer than 7 days do not need prior department authorization and are 
treated as Temporary Test Holes.  See #1 above for the requirements.  PWS-related 
test wells that are left in place longer than 7 days are treated as observation wells 
which require department authorization and shall meet the following conditions: 

a.  All wells must be constructed in accordance with Chapter 3 of the 
Recommended Standards for Water Works – also known as the 10 States 
Standards,   

b. Require prior authorization and permitting from WSE, and are subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. WSE must be contacted prior to day 8 and the PWS must obtain 
authorization to leave the wells in place. 

2. There is no restriction for minimum or maximum diameter for the wells. 
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