























Hecker Creek Watershed
Livestock Access to Streams

Figure B-20. Livestock access to stream in the Hecker Creek watershed in 2007.
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Hecker Creek Watershed
Streambank Stability
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Figure B-21. Bank stability in the Hecker Creek watershed in 2007.
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Appendix C

Conceptual Models of Plausible Causal Pathways

Conceptual Model 1: Altered flow regime

Conceptual Model 2.1: Suspended and Bedded Sediments (SABS)
Conceptual Model 2.2: Suspended and Bedded Sediments (SABS)
Conceptual Model 3: Altered basal food source

Conceptual Model 4: Decreased dissolved oxygen

Conceptual Model 5: Altered temperature

Conceptual Model 6: Elevated ammonia

Conceptual Model 7: Physical Habitat Alteration

Conceptual Model 8: Aquatic Life Depletion and Isolation
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Conceptual Model 1 - Altered flow regime
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Conceptual Model 2.1 - Suspended and Bedded Sediments [SABS)
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Conceptud Model 22 - Suspended and Bedded sediments [3ABS)
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Conceptudl Model 35 -
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Conceptud Model 4 - Decreased dissolred aoygen
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Conceptud Model 5- Altered temperature
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Conceptud Model 8- Elevated ammaonia
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Conceptud Model 7 - Physical Habitat Alteration
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Conceptual Model 5 - Aquatic Life Depletion and lsolation
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Appendix D

Public Comments
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Page 1 of 1

Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

From: Dorothy Jarmes [jarmes@acrec.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 8:12 AM

To: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

Subject: Fw: Article in Postville paper.

From: Dorothy Jarmes
Date: 7/8/2009 2:46:17 PM

To: jeffberckes@dnr.iowa.gov
Subject: Article in Postville paper.

We were reading your article in the Postville paper and you do not know why there is no life in
Hecker Creek. It is very simple fish and plant life can not live in salt. The problem is Agriprocessors.

Pleas E-mail me back. What do you think people have been complaining about it for years. It does
not take a college degree to figure this out.

Jim and Dorothy Jarmes
jarmes@acrec.com

9/24/2009
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Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

From: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

Sent:  Thursday, July 09, 2009 2:12 PM
To: ‘Dorothy Jarmes'

Subject: RE: Article in Postville paper.

Dorothy & Jim,

Thank you for your e-mail and your interest in Hecker Creek and the DNR’s Stressor Identification. Your e-
mail was a little unclear as to what you are requesting, so please reply if | do not completely address your
concerns.

The press release, unfortunately, did not convey our intended message as clearly as | would have hoped.
Hecker Creek is listed on the state’s impaired waters list for “biological, cause unknown”. When a waterbody
is listed as a biological impairment, it is because sampling data from the area indicate the biological
community was not performing up to expectations or due to a fish kill with unknown causes. The DNR then
conducts a Stressor Identification on the stream to determine the causes of the impairment or fish kill. For
Hecker Creek, the Stressor Identification determined that the aquatic life community does not meet
expectations due to high levels of chloride (salt) and habitat alterations. To your point, Agriprocessors is
identified in the document as the source of chloride contributions from their discharge, due to the kosher
process using high levels of salt (aka sodium chloride). If you would like a preview of the document, it can be
located on our webpage:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/tmdl/publicnotice.html

We are required by the Clean Water Act to investigate all impairments on the state’s impaired waters list, and
we choose to devote our efforts to waterbodies that have local interest. Hecker Creek and the Yellow River
are important resources, and the local interest in the Hecker Creek impairment directed our efforts there. The
presentation in Postville will explain the Stressor Identification and its results. | encourage you to attend the
meeting if you are able to make it. Again, please let me know if you have any additional questions.

Thank you for your time,

~Jeff Berckes

”Empowcring Jowans to Revitalize Kivers, [ akes, Streams, & Groundwatcrby [ ostering

C. ommunity F artncrsﬁl}os and O)q[crfng T echnical Guidance”

Jeff Berckes, TMDL Program Coordinator
Watershed Improvement Section

Wallace Bldg., 502 E 9th St.

Des Moines, 1A 50319-0034

515-281-4791 (office) 515-281-8895 (fax)
jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov

From: Dorothy Jarmes [mailto:jarmes@acrec.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 8:12 AM
To: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

9/24/2009
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Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

From: Dorothy Jarmes [jarmes@acrec.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 4:45 PM

To: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

Subject: RE: Article in Postville paper.

Yes | do have a question. What are you going to do about it? You know where it is coming from
and who is responsible, so why do you not shut them down. Agriprocessors isn't good for the
community and our water supply. And the new owners if they are new owners will be the same. As
far as going to the meeting it will be more double talk. Years ago there was a committee that was
trying to stop all the salt from going in to Hecker Creek, We run in to a wall of government
barricades that could see nothing wrong. They did drill some wells to test the water, do not know
how that turned out. I guess | do not understand why you say biological cause unknown? You do
know but refuse to do any thing about it. There has been fines against Agriprocessors and either they
do not pay them at all or the government reduces them to pennies on the dollar. | get so upset when
there is articles in the papers that say Postville got just what it deserved because the people knew
what was going on. Yes we did but tell me what you can do about it. The government will not
listen 111 | know for a fact that ICE were told on many occasions that we had a lot of illegals. Also
as far as the water in Hecker Creek we tried to stop the dumping of salt.

Jim and Dorothy Jarmes

From: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]
Date: 07/09/09 14:11:53

To: Dorothy Jarmes
Subject: RE: Article in Postville paper.

Dorothy & Jim,

Thank you for your e-mail and your interest in Hecker Creek and the DNR'’s Stressor Identification. Your e-
mail was a little unclear as to what you are requesting, so please reply if | do not completely address your
concerns.

The press release, unfortunately, did not convey our intended message as clearly as | would have hoped.
Hecker Creek is listed on the state’s impaired waters list for “biological, cause unknown”. When a waterbody
is listed as a biological impairment, it is because sampling data from the area indicate the biological
community was not performing up to expectations or due to a fish kill with unknown causes. The DNR then
conducts a Stressor Identification on the stream to determine the causes of the impairment or fish kill. For
Hecker Creek, the Stressor Identification determined that the aquatic life community does not meet
expectations due to high levels of chloride (salt) and habitat alterations. To your point, Agriprocessors is
identified in the document as the source of chloride contributions from their discharge, due to the kosher
process using high levels of salt (aka sodium chloride). If you would like a preview of the document, it can be
located on our webpage:

http://www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/tmdl/publicnotice.html

We are required by the Clean Water Act to investigate all impairments on the state’s impaired waters list, and
we choose to devote our efforts to waterbodies that have local interest. Hecker Creek and the Yellow River
are important resources, and the local interest in the Hecker Creek impairment directed our efforts there. The
presentation in Postville will explain the Stressor Identification and its results. | encourage you to attend the
meeting if you are able to make it. Again, please let me know if you have any additional questions.

Thank you for your time,

~Jeff Berckes

9/24/2009
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Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

From: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

Sent: Monday, July 13, 2009 7:32 AM
To: ‘Dorothy Jarmes'

Subject: RE: Article in Postville paper.

Jim and Dorothy,

The DNR is committed to the protection of lowa’s natural resources. In addition to the Stressor Identification
the TMDL program completed on Hecker Creek, the following actions will help protect Hecker Creek.

Agriprocessors has current chloride limits that arose out of a lawsuit and were approved by the court. Since
that time we have adopted new stream protection standards. Hecker Creek will receive increased protections
in regard to chloride. We are also in the process of rulemaking to adopt a statewide chloride standard. You

can submit comments on that standard through August 14™. The information to submit comments is in the
attached article, below the article you originally commented on.

The Stressor Identification, the stream redesignation, and the adoption of a chloride standard will all
necessitate a decrease in the discharge of chloride from the Agriprocessors facility. We are diligently working
to get these new protections established but the rulemaking process is a lengthy one.

Thank you again for your comments. | hope that you are able to make it to the meeting next week.

~Jeff Berckes

”Empowcring Jowans to Revitalize Kivers, [ akes, Streams, & Groundwatcrby [ ostering
C. ommunity F artncrsﬁlps and O/;L;:rfng T echnical Guidance”

Jeff Berckes, TMDL Program Coordinator
Watershed Improvement Section

Wallace Bldg., 502 E 9th St.

Des Moines, 1A 50319-0034
515-281-4791 (office) 515-281-8895 (fax)
jeff.berckes@dnr.iowa.gov

From: Dorothy Jarmes [mailto:jarmes@acrec.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 09, 2009 4:45 PM

To: Berckes, Jeff [DNR]

Subject: RE: Article in Postville paper.

Yes | do have a question. What are you going to do about it? You know where it is coming from
and who is responsible, so why do you not shut them down. Agriprocessors isn't good for the
community and our water supply. And the new owners if they are new owners will be the same. As
far as going to the meeting it will be more double talk. Years ago there was a committee that was
trying to stop all the salt from going in to Hecker Creek, We run in to a wall of government
barricades that could see nothing wrong. They did drill some wells to test the water, do not know
how that turned out. I guess | do not understand why you say biological cause unknown? You do
know but refuse to do any thing about it. There has been fines against Agriprocessors and either they

9/24/2009





