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DNR Watershed Planning Grants, 
offered by the DNR’s Watershed 
Improvement Program, help local 
groups passionate about improving 
water quality get started. Grant funds 
go towards developing a Watershed 
Management Plan, which identifies 
problems in the watershed and 
proposes solutions for better water 
quality. Making changes in the 
watershed, which is the land that 
drains to a lake, river or stream, can 
reduce pollution reaching our waters.

Watershed planning grant basics
Groups can request between $10,000 and $50,000 
Grants require a 50 percent local match, of which at least 20 percent is in hard dollars 
Grants must address problems in a lake, stream or river on Iowa’s impaired waters list
Eligible watersheds must be no larger than 50,000 acres
Grant recipients have up to 24 months to complete a Watershed Management Plan 
(following the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s nine elements)
Groups can then apply for additional funding, like the DNR’s Watershed Project Grants, to 
put the completed Watershed Management Plan in to action

Start planning locally
Before you apply for a DNR Watershed Planning Grant, form a community group that’s 
committed to improving your local water quality. Assistance in starting a local effort is 
available from regional basin coordinators:

Apply for a planning grant 
For application forms and additional details, visit the DNR’s Watershed Improvement 
Program webpage at www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/planning.html or contact  
Steve Hopkins, who coordinates the grant program, at (515) 281-6402 or  
Stephen.Hopkins@dnr.iowa.gov.
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The publication of this document has been funded by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources through a grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency under the Federal Nonpoint Source Management Program (Section 319 of the Clean Water 
Act). Federal and State laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation (such as access to services or physical facilities) 
discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability (mental and/or physical), gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, 
race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as 
described above, or if you desire further information, contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, 1-800-457-4416, or write to Iowa 
DNR, Wallace State Office Building, 502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50319.

DNR Watershed Planning Grants
Apply for up to $50,000 to help your local group improve water quality
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clean water
starts with you.
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Thorough, locally-
led Watershed 

Management Plans 
are consistently 

the major reason a 
watershed project is 

successful. This grant 
focuses on helping 

local groups of Iowans 
concerned about lakes 

and streams in their 
communities. We’re 

excited to give Iowans 
the resources they 

need to create sound 
plans for improving 

water quality.

— DNR Director  
  Richard Leopold
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