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Our charge
• Make recommendations for creating & enhancing comprehensive 

sustainable recycling programs. 
– Submit to Governor’s Office and Iowa General Assembly by January 1– Submit to Governor s Office and Iowa General Assembly by January 1, 

2010.
• Final report to present findings and recommendations related to 

creating & enhancing comprehensive sustainable recycling 
programs in Iowa that address wastes generated from theprograms in Iowa that address wastes generated from the 
residential, commercial and industrial sectors.
– The legislation also describes specific waste streams that must be 

considered in this initiative.
R d ti i l d• Recommendations may include
– Methods of collecting & paying for the recycling of residential, industrial, 

and commercial waste
– Mechanisms for increasing the recycling of construction and demolition 

waste & proper disposal of household-generated medical sharps
– Incentives for increasing the recycling of yard waste, food or other 

organic waste, hazardous household waste, and electronic waste.House File 826
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Four SubcommitteesFour Subcommittees

• Residential / Consumer• Residential / Consumer
– Waste generated in single- and multiple-family homes; includes 

apartments, condos
• CommercialCommercial

– Waste originating in wholesale, retail, service establishments, 
including office buildings, stores, markets, theaters, hotels, 
warehouses

• Industrial / Construction & Demolition (C&D)
– Waste generated during manufacturing activities & processes. 

DOES NOT include office, cafeteria waste or other types that are 
not direct result of production processesnot direct result of production processes

• Institutional / Hospital, Schools, Government Entities
– Waste originating in schools, hospitals, prisons, research 

institutions, government & public buildings, nursing homes
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Our approach
f h & di ifor research & discussion 

1. Current & emerging issues
2. Existing programs (Current State)2. Existing programs (Current State)

• Are there opportunities for enhancements & 
continuous improvement?continuous improvement?

3. New programs and opportunities
• If applicable: opportunity for product• If applicable: opportunity for product 

stewardship?
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Our approach
f h & di i

4. Recommendations: Prioritize / narrow
for research & discussion 

4. Recommendations: Prioritize / narrow 
down considering the following:

• Environmental impactp
• Economics

• Infrastructure
• Development & implementations costs
• Markets
• Economic impact• Economic impact

• Education and awareness
• Funding recommendations

5
Executive Summary: Iowa Comprehensive Recycling Planning Task Force 
(House File 826)

Funding recommendations



Our approach
f h & di i

5 Are our recommendations

for research & discussion 
5. Are our recommendations 

SUSTAINABLE?
• How?• How?

6. Do our recommendations contribute to a 
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH?COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH?

• How?
7. Are our intended outcomes measurable?
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Task Force membershipTask Force membership

• 29 voting members29 voting members
– 2 co-chairs

Cross section of organizations and areas– Cross section of organizations and areas 
across Iowa

• 4 non voting members• 4 non-voting members
– 2 members of Iowa Senate, one from each 

partyparty
– 2 members of Iowa House of 

Representatives one from each party
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Meetings & processMeetings & process

• Full Task Force met in several full-dayFull Task Force met in several full day 
meetings August through December 2009
– Experts invited to present on relevant topics p p p

as part of Task Force education & orientation
• In addition to full Task Force meetings, 

subcommittees met several times
• Subcommittees gathered input from 

respective stakeholders through 
interviews, facility tours, and surveys.

8
Executive Summary: Iowa Comprehensive Recycling Planning Task Force 
(House File 826)



Subcommittee deliverablesSubcommittee deliverables

• Each subcommittee submitted its findingsEach subcommittee submitted its findings 
and recommendations in a written report

5 final reports– 5 final reports
• Industrial / Construction & Demotion (C&D) 

submitted final reports as two distinct sectors: p
Industrial Sector and C&D Sector

– Reports and details of each subcommittee’s 
work included in final written report submitted 
by Task Force December 16, 2009
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Final written reportFinal written report
• Five written reports represent subcommittee p p

recommendations for each of five sectors
– Commercial, Industrial, Construction & Demolition, 

Institutional ResidentialInstitutional, Residential
• Current & emerging issues; Existing programs that offer 

opportunities for enhancements & improvements; New 
opportunities & recommendationsopportunities & recommendations 

– Supporting details for each subcommittee’s report 
included in Appendix

Fi d i h h• Five recommendations that have greatest 
potential for improving Iowa’s state-wide 
recycling success across all sectors
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5 overall recommendations from 
Task ForceTask Force

1. Develop and implement a statewide Green Certification 
Program designed to reach the largest number of g g g
sectors possible.

2. Create a Green Advisory Committee that represents a 
cross section of stakeholders from all five sectors 
represented in this report. 

3. Develop a Recycling Vendor and Resource Green List 
that identifies reliable vendors, contacts, and resources 

h t d t i d t d d f liwho meet predetermined standards for recycling 
services. 

4. Develop and implement an ongoing, statewide 
i ti d t h d ti lcommunication and outreach educational resource 

program for all sectors. 
5. Utilize the organizations and members from this task 

force when moving forward with our recommendations
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Recommendation 1:
Develop & implement a statewideDevelop & implement a statewide

Green Certification Program

• Set minimum requirement, standards in 
waste reduction, reuse, & recycling 
programsprograms

• Provides framework for continuous 
improvement & communicating programimprovement & communicating program 
results
Reduces recyclable materials in landfills• Reduces recyclable materials in landfills 
by increasing waste reduction, reuse, & 
recycling
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Recommendation 2:
C t G Ad i C ittCreate a Green Advisory Committee

U thi t d i i l t d• Use this group to design, implement, and 
oversee Green Certification Program 
(R d ti #1)(Recommendation #1)

• They can serve as resources for 
awareness & education programs

• Include cross section of stakeholders from 
all 5 sectors represented in this report
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Recommendation 3:
Develop a Recycling Vendor & ResourceDevelop a Recycling Vendor & Resource 

Green List

• A published list of recycling vendors & 
resources who meet predetermined p
standards
– Ensures viability of vendorsEnsures viability of vendors
– Minimizes risks for consumers and end users

• Potential funding sources: SWAP grants• Potential funding sources: SWAP grants, 
sponsorships, certification and annual 
vendor fees small user fees
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Recommendation 4:
Develop statewide communication &Develop statewide communication & 

educational resource program

• Creates awareness of existing programs & 
services to all sectors

• Provides education and marketing of new 
programs and services
Fi t t C d t f l bj ti t d• First step: Conduct a formal, objective study 
across all sectors to determine current attitudes, 
needs perceptions readiness etc thusneeds, perceptions, readiness, etc., thus 
ensuring the information we provide is meeting 
highest priority needs 
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Recommendation 5:
Utilize organizations & members from thisUtilize organizations & members from this

Task Force to implement recommendations

• Task Force members have already 
invested significant time in becoming g g
educated and aware of recycling and 
waste managementg

• This base of expertise can jumpstart 
efforts and ensure balanced coverage ofefforts and ensure balanced coverage of 
five sectors
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Critical Success Factors
• Resources & Funding

R d ti b d i

Critical Success Factors

– Recommendations can be pursued using
• existing funds (SWAP), stimulus programs, etc. 
• certification & membership fees
• partnerships with other organizations & businesses• partnerships with other organizations & businesses

• There must be a lasting cultural shift in Iowa 
from waste management to resource 

tmanagement
– Requires changes in attitudes and behaviors of 

individuals and groups
– Begins and is maintained through continual 

communication, awareness, & education of 
stakeholders
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For more information:For more information:

• The final report can be located at:The final report can be located at:
http://www.iowadnr.gov/waste/sw/taskforce.html
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Voting Membership
Task Force Co-Chairs

Iowa Recycling Association Iowa Environmental CouncilIowa Recycling Association
Teresa Kurtz
515.265.1596 – Cedar Rapids
tkurtz@iowarecycles.org

Iowa Environmental Council
Thomas Hadden III
515.323.6535 – Altoona 
tha@mwatoday.com
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Voting Membership
Commercial Sector Subcommittee

Iowa Dairy Foods
Mi i E i k B Ch i & R dMiriam Erickson Brown, Chairperson & Recorder

515.263.6357 – Urbandale 
miriamb@aedairy.com

Iowa Grocery Industry Association Iowa Recycling Associationy y
Scott Havens
515.981.0606 – Norwalk 
shavens001@aol.com

y g
Andrew Ockenfels
319.351.2848 – Riverside 
AndyOckenfels@citycarton.com

Iowa Retail Federation Iowa Society of Solid Waste OperationsIowa Retail Federation
Jim Henter
515.270.1729 – Clive 
jhenter@iaretail.org

Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations 
(ISOSWO)
Paul Schultz
563.589.4249 – Dubuque 
pschultz@cityofdubuque orgpschultz@cityofdubuque.org

Iowa Wine Grower’s Association
Diane Larson
515.795.3535 – Des Moines 
DCLDCL@ l
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Voting Membership
Industrial / Construction & Demolition (C&D) Sector Subcommittee

Iowa Recycling Association
Michael Barry ChairpersonMichael Barry, Chairperson

515.778.6690
mbarry@dwx.com

Association of Business and Industry Homebuilders Association
Christine Richter, Recorder
515.256.8814 – Casey 
crichter@barkerlemar.com

Heather Perry
515.278.2868 – Prole 
heather@allegrocustomhomes.com

American Chemistry Council Department of TransportationAmerican Chemistry Council
John Easter
515.471.1957 – West Des Moines   
john_easter@americanchemistry.com

Department of Transportation
James Berger
515.239.1843 – Ankeny 
james.berger@dot.iowa.gov

I S i t f S lid W t O ti D t t f N t l RIowa Society of Solid Waste Operations 
(ISOSWO)
Douglas Hughes
641.743.8343 –Atlantic 

l @ ildbl t

Department of Natural Resources
Brian Tormey
515.281.8927 – West Des Moines 
brian.tormey@dnr.iowa.gov
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Voting Membership
Institutional Sector Subcommittee

Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations (ISOSWO)Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations (ISOSWO)
Margo Underwood, Chairperson

641.420.3896 – Mason City 
dwu@netins.net

Association of Counties
Sara Nielsen, Recorder
712.775.2166 – Templeton 
ccemd@co.carroll.ia.us

Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division
Lynn Walding
515.281.7402 – Des Moines 
Walding@iowaabd.com

Iowa Beverages Association
Lorie Townsend
309.756.2935 – LeClaire 
lotownsend@cokecce.com

Keep Iowa Beautiful
Inkyung Westfall
712.328.4601 – Council Bluffs
iwestfall@councilbluffs-ia.govlotownsend@cokecce.com iwestfall@councilbluffs ia.gov

Donovan Olson (non-voting member)
Democratic State Representative House, District 48
515.432.8163
d l @l i t t i
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Voting Membership
Residential/Consumer Sector Subcommittee

League of Cities
Debra Dyar, Chairperson
515.965.6414 – Ankeny 

ddyar@ankenyiowa.govy @ y g
Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations 
(ISOSWO)
Wendy Wittrock, Recorder 
712 243 1991 – Wiota

Petroleum Marketers/Convenience Stores 
Owners
Rose Kleyweg Mitchell
515 267 2863 – West Des Moines712.243.1991 – Wiota 

casscolf@dishmail.net
515.267.2863 – West Des Moines
rosemitchell@hy-vee.com

League of Women Voters
Jo Ann Finkenbinder
319 2667 756 C d F ll

Wholesale Beer Distributors
Christine Riesenbeck
319 752 0870 B li319.2667.756 – Cedar Falls

jo2@cfu.net
319.752.0870 – Burlington 
criesenbeck@goldeneagleia.com

Iowa Bottle Bill Coalition
David Jones

Iowa Farm Bureau
Rick Robinson

712.243.3253 – Atlantic 
djagency1001@qwestoffice.net

515.225.5432 – West Des Moines 
rrobinson@ifbf.org

Iowa Society of Solid Waste Operations 
(ISOSWO)

Iowa Brewer Industry
Jennifer Tyler
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(ISOSWO)
Rodger Kaster
641.437.7279 – Moulton 
raswc@iowatelecom.net

Jennifer Tyler
515-282-6803 – Des Moines
tyler@carneylawfirmiowa.com



Non-voting Membershipg p
Non-voting members

Donovan Olson Dennis Black
Democratic State Representative House 

District 48
515.432.8163 – Boone 
donovan.olson@legis.state.ia.us

Democratic State Senator District 21
515.975.8608 – Grinnell 
dennis.black@legis.state.ia.us

Merlin Bartz
Republican State Senator District 6

Chris Hagenow
Republican State Representative & HouseRepublican State Senator District 6

641.903.9548 – Grafton 
merlin.bartz@legis.state.ia.us

Republican State Representative & House 
Minority Leader

515.281.3221 – Windsor Heights
chris.hagenow@legis.state.ia.us
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Facilitator and Report AuthorFacilitator and Report Author

Doug D. Whittle, President
Whittle Consulting Group

515.987.8989 – Urbandale 
doug@WhittleConsultingGroup.com
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