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PAGE COUNTY LANDFILL ASSOCTATTON
2032 N AVE

CLARINDA TOAWA 51632

il (712) 542-4215 OR 800-498-4777

FAX: 712 -542-585R

REDUCE, REUSE, & RECYCLE
Aupust 22, 2003
Response 1o IDNR draft of MSW Land{ill Expansion and Liner Guidance,

The Page County Landfill was approved by the IDNR 1o begin a vertical expansion phase
len years ago lo gain additional space and to lessen the danger of groundwater
contanmination by increasing the slopes to enhance rainwater runoll and stop the pooling
of water in settled arcas where the rainwater was percolating down through the top cover,
During this ten-year time period we have not had any signilicant groundwater
contamination.

Tn 1996 we installed a retrolit leachate collection system to help alleviate the risk of
groundwater contamination to comply with DNR regulation. Since (he installation ol the
leachate control system we have signilicantly reduced the amount of our low strength
lcachate, Leachate charactenization reports have been submitted each fall with our annual
water quality report.

We have just spent over $32,500.00 on a design plan, which has been submitted to the
IDNR to further insure groundwater quality. This design included a liner in between two
unlined arcas, The unlined areas both slope to the lined area, which has a dramnage layer
and leachate collection, line, This 4-acrc Subtitle D area will collect any leachate that
could possibly pet by the retrofit leachate collection system. The design will [urther
decrease the risk of groundwaler contamination. This project with an estimated cost
exceeding $500,000 would enable our landfill to fulfill the needs of Page County beyond
the ten-year limit as outlined in your preposal. Based on our expericnce over the last ten
years, we are quile certain we can continue this proposed vertical expansion withoul
causing environmental problems or contamination.

Our landfill receives a high percentage of residential waste resulting in low strength
leachate. We've had several TCD events and are in the process of adding a Household
Hazardous Waste Satellite facility on site to eliminate Houschold Hazardous Waste from
entering the landfill. A success{ul reeyeling program has been in operation for 20 years.
It has always been the goal of our landfill staff and board to provide an environmentally
safe place for disposal of solid waste for Page County residents and mdustry.

If this proposal has been in the planning stage for over a year, why wasn't the Solid
Waste Industry informed of the proposed policy change? Tt would appear that this pohicy



change would further IDNR's long range plans to close small landfills and transport waste
to regional landfills without justifiable cause.

Is there any documentation showing that existing vertical expansions with proper
nstalled lcachale systems are causing increased proundwater contamination?

Bascd on the difficulty to meet the standards of a new site, it would seem more rational (o
allow vertical expansion ol an existing approved site. It allows landfills to be more cost
clfective by not having two sites to provide [inancial assurance.

1115 our opinion that an option of lower clevations and gentler slopes could be
implemented instead of the proposed ten-year time frame.

We as part ol the solid waste industry are very concerned over the time period to get
plans approved and to our knowledge since "Doc" Halladay's retirement we haven't had a
P.E. to approve any plans.

We were given an opinion that our proposal was applicable and have spent $32,500.00)
for preliminary design plans and purchased additional ground to control surface runoff
for $282,000, plus over $100,000 over the last ten years. To enact a policy change of this
magnitude and not informing the industry will ereate an cconomic hardship for many
landfills with plans for expansion and increase fees for its citizens. We feel that this
policy change should be tabled and further rescarched lor its impact on the industry.

sincerely,
Lol ) o essn) Fegirnn Wlogerl
Robert Anderson Myron Magwitz J
PCLA Board President PCLA Manager
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