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THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

September 10, 2008

Chad A. Stobbe

Land Quality Bureau

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034

Re: Proposed Changes to 567 IAC Ch. 108
Dear Mr. Stobbe:

The University of lTowa owns and operates a public water supply at its main campus in Iowa City,
Iowa, which produces and provides drinking water to the University campus and the University
of lowa Hospitals and Clinics. Lime softening is a part of the treatment process, removing
hardness to produce softened water. The University has become aware of proposed changes to
Chapter 108 of the Department’s rules which, in part, would impact the use of lime produced as a
by-product of public water supplies.

Aglime is commonly applied to farm land as a soil supplement. Drinking water production
produces a lime by-product that is highly beneficial for use as a neutralizing soil amendment to
raise the pH of soils into an optimum range for crop production. It is a direct substitute for
quarried calcium carbonate and has the added benefit of a faster response. It is not a hazardous
waste and is intuitively low in substances detrimental to the environment since it is precipitated
from processes that produce drinking water to EPA standards. The aglime application process is
inherently self limiting as farmers do not wish to exceed the optimum pH range for their crop
production and therefore limit the application of aglime accordingly.

The proposed amendments to Chapter 108 appear to eliminate this very beneficial re-use of lime
by-product from drinking water supplies. The following is pasted from the draft rules:

108.4(9) Lime. Lime produced as a by-product of public water supplies may be used
as follows:
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—a compost amendment_pursuant to

567—Chapter 105.

To restrict agricultural land application of public water supplies lime by-products would
potentially increase the need for lime sludge dewatering equipment at water plants, increase the
non- beneficial use disposal of these by-products into valuable landfill space and increase the
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