August 1, 2008

Mr. Chad A. Stobbe

Land Quality Bureau

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9" Street

Wallace State Office Building

Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034

Dear Mr. Stobbe:

I read your July 17" letter and need to disagree with your statement that the land application of solid
waste is considered disposal and not a beneficial use. We have been land applying our company’s
dewatered waste water solids for 15 years. During that time, we have seen no ill effects and only
positive results from spreading it on agricultural land. The farmers who receive it for free have
continued to want it over the years. It has provided valuable nitrogen and phosphorus to help grow
their corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa.

Environmental Land Management has been responsible for doing the land application. Their test results
from last year show that the byproduct is very “clean” in that it is very low in metal concentrations and
has 5,148 mg/kg of kjeldahl nitrogen and 10,868 mg/kg of phosphate (P205). The estimated value of
our waste solids is approximately $65 per acre. Commercial fertilizer is extremely expensive for farmers
these days and | don’t understand how the byproduct we provide them is NOT considered of beneficial
use.

Yes, we save money by land applying instead of land filling it. But we are trying to help the environment
by recycling it instead of dumping it in a land fill. Shouldn’t that be the goal for all of us?

Keep Chapter 121 in effect. If you don’t have staff to administer it, then charge fees. If you don’t want
your department to deal with it, then change the regulations so that we self regulate ourselves. Pass
more of the responsibility to us.

ey MW Clillorrong

Randy Anderson
Facility Engineer
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