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Chad A. Stobbe

Environmental Specialist Senior

Land Quality Bureau

[owa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9" Street

Wallace State Office Building

Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034

Re: Comments on Proposed Amendments to Iowa Administrative Code Chapter
567-108, “Beneficial Use Determinations: Solid By-Products as Resources and
Alternative Cover Material”

Dear Mr. Stobbe:

Plains Justice respectfully submits these comments in response to the Department of
Natural Resources’ (DNR’s) proposed amendments to lowa Administrative Code (IAC)
Chapter 567-108, “Beneficial Use Determinations: Solid By-Products as Resources and
Alternative Cover Material.” We understand that IAC Chapter 567-103, “Sanitary
Landfills: Coal Combustion Residue,” will be revised later this fiscal year. Therefore,
pending review of the Chapter 567-103 revisions and assuming substantial reforms there,
we recommend the foilowing revisions to the proposed regulations under Chapter 567-
108.

We preface our comments with a note as to language. Throughout our comments we
replace DNR’s use of the terms “solid by-product” and “beneficial use” with terms we
consider more accurate: “solid waste” and “re-use.” We also refer to waste as
“contaminated” with heavy metals and the like, rather than “enriched.” We urge DNR to
reconsider its use of language that disguises the true nature of contaminated waste that
can pose a genuine risk to human health and the environment if handled improperly.
Calling things by their true names helps the public better understand the regulatory
process and can have the happy side effect of reducing cynicism about government
practices.
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