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Hormel Foods Corporate Services, LLC
1 Hormel Place
Austin MN 55912-3680

August 8. 2008

Chad A. Stobbe

Land Quality Bureau

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9th Street

Wallace State Office Building

Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034

RE:  Proposed Amendments to Jowa Administrative Code (IAC) 567 Chapter 103
Dear Mr. Stobbe:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments regarding the proposed
amendments to lowa Administrative Code 567 Chapter 108. In response, Hormel Foods
Corporation, on behalf itself and its subsidiaries, submits the following.

Introduction

Hormel Foods is a multinational manufacturer and marketer of consumer-branded food
and meat products, many of which are among the best known and trusted in the food
industry. Hormel Foods is based just north of the Iowa border in Austin, Minnesota.
We also have a strong presence in lowa, with seven facilities employing almost 1,600
workers. In addition, we have just broken ground for a new $90 million facility in
Dubuque that will employ another 180 workers.

Hormel’s flagship plant in Austin, Minnesota creates about 50 million pounds annually
of industrial byproduct (IBP). This IBP is made up primarily of organic materials and
contains manure, flushings, byproduct from meat processing activities, and added lime.
For the past 8 years, approximately 12 million tons of this IBP are land applied annually
on 20 lowa farms pursuant to IAC 567 Chapter 121.1

Nutrient values of this IBP are estimated to contain 3.1% nitrogen and 1.2% phosphorus

(2.75% phosphate). Under normal land application procedures, this translates to 143
pounds of nitrogen and 55 pounds of phosphate, the value of which has been calculated

! We have also contemplated land application of IBP produced by Hormel’s new facility in Dubuque. Itis
anticipated that 2.4 M tons of IBP will be produced by that plant at the beginning and expect that to grow
to almost 7 M tons,






