ENVIRONMENTAL
LAND MANAGEMENT INC.

waste byproduct landspreading specialists

July 28, 2008

Mr. Chad A. Stobbe

Land Quality Bureau

lowa Department of Natural Resources
502 East 9" Street

Wallace State Office Building

Des Moines, lowa 50310-0034

Dear Mr. Stobbe:

| recently received your July, 17, 2008 memorandum where you plan to rescind IAC 567 Chapter 121,
Land application of Wastes because “The land application of solid waste is considered disposal and not a
beneficial use.”

| would like to strongly disagree with your statement. For the past 8 years we have been land applying
Hormel Foods’ solid waste on agricultural land in Mitchell and Worth Counties. The landowners that
receive the solid waste for free see many benefits to having the waste spread on their land.

In November, 2006, | asked Jim Andersen, Professional Agronomist, to estimate the nutrient value of the
waste. He stated, “The average of the solid waste analyses from the Hormel plant were 3.1% N, and
1.2% P or 2.75% P205. Therefore, a normal application will provide 143 pounds of Nitrogen which has a
value of $42.78 per acre, and 55 pounds of phosphate with a current value of $32.89 per acre. | do not
have any content values for potassium and calcium (lime); therefore | cannot calculate any dollar
values.” In 2006, Jim calculated the fertilizer value of the waste at over $74 per acre and fertilizer
prices have gone up substantially since then (see attached email). We do not pay the farmers to
receive this solid waste. Over the past 8 years, approximately 20 land owners in lowa have benefited
from Hormel’s solid waste. They WANT the waste and see the benefits of it. If not, they would not let
us spread it on their fields.

There are many people using the Chapter 121 regulations under the permit by rule provision (spread
less than 2 tons per acre) without a permit. If the chapter is eliminated, then these individuals will need
to get a permit under Chapter 64 or through the Department of Agriculture which are significantly
different that Chapter 121.
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