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Take The firsT sTep. 
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clean water
starts with you.

I O W A  D N R  W A T E R S H E D  I M P R O V E M E N T

Call us and we’ll get  you started.

apply now for 
dnr watershed planning grants



Experience has shown that locally-led, long-term, comprehensive plans 
are critical to water quality success. With a DNR Watershed Planning 

Grant, you receive guidance and funding to complete a Watershed 
Management Plan. That plan will identify problems in your lake or 
stream’s basin (also called a watershed), solutions to those problems and 
outreach strategies to make it all come together.

So, gather your neighbors and community groups and band together 
as a watershed organization. Then, contact the DNR and explore the 
resources available to you to venture on your water quality trek.

Dnr waTersheD planning granT Basics:
Groups can request between $10,000 and $50,000

Funds can be used to gather resources to develop the plan - like people to assess the watershed, technical 
writers and outreach specialists

Grant funds must address a waterbody that directly or indirectly drains into a lake, stream or river on 
Iowa’s impaired waters list (see www.iowadnr.gov/water/watershed/impaired.html for more info)

Only watersheds of 50,000 acres or less are eligible for grants

Grant funds require a 50 percent local match (20 percent of the local match must be in cash; no more than 
80 percent of the local match may be in-kind contributions)

Groups must complete a Watershed Management Plan within 24 months of grant award

A completed and approved Watershed Management Plan makes you eligible for additional funding, like 
the DNR’s Watershed Implementation Grants, to put your plan in action
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The publication of this document has been funded by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under 
the Federal Nonpoint Source Management Program (Section 319 of the Clean Water Act). Federal and State laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation (such 
as access to services or physical facilities) discrimination on the basis of age, color, creed, disability (mental and/or physical), gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, 
race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further 
information, contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, 1-800-457-4416, or write to Iowa DNR, Wallace State Office Building, 502 E. Ninth St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50319.

dnr watershed planning grants help 
you every step of the way when it comes to improving your 
community’s local lake, stream or river. The first thing? Call 
the DNR for a consultation, then make sure to send in your 
application by September 1.

consiDer iT a roaD map  
To success.


