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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   North River  
Affected Facility:  City of Cummings (569) 

City of Norwalk (522) 
Wilshire Mobile Home Court (1047) 

Dates:    Field assessment – 8/9/05, Phone interviews - Dec. 07/ Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There were 10 surveys received for the North River.  5 of the 10 surveys pertained to the 
assessed portion of the North River.  There were two surveys submitted by the Warren 
County Conservation Board and three surveys submitted by the general public. 
 
The first survey submitted by the Warren County Conservation Board stated that 
swimming, children’s play, and canoeing occur in various spots throughout the North 
River in Warren County.  No specific locations or frequency was noted.  The survey also 
stated that fishing occurs throughout the entire length of the North River in Warren 
County.  No specific locations or frequency was noted for fishing.   
 
The second survey submitted by the Warren County Conservation Board pertained to the 
North River at the Great Western Trail public ground.  The survey noted that swimming 
was possible but not deep enough, mostly wading and splashing occur in the river.  
Children’s play was noted to occur, however the frequency was unknown.  Canoeing was 
noted as a frequent activity along with tubing in the warmer months.  Fishing and 
minnow trapping were also noted to occur, however no frequency was noted.   
 
Three surveys were returned from the general public.  One survey noted the Highway 28 
bridge crossing as a specific location of use.  Fishing was the only noted recreational use.  
Fishing was noted to occur “Not very often”.   
 
The other two surveys submitted by the public noted fishing as the only recreational use 
in the North River.  One survey noted fishing to occur 10-12 times a year.  No specific 
locations were given.              
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for the North River due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3).  (see previous recommendation map). 
 
The depth criteria guidelines used by the department to help determine if Primary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A1) is attainable typically will exclude streams that are not able 
to support a Class A1 use due to the overall lack of flow needed to support activities that 
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result in direct and prolonged contact with the water, involving considerable risk of 
ingesting appreciable quantities of water sufficient to pose a health hazard.  While these 
guidelines are effective in most situations, there are cases where a stream demonstrates 
that it can support the Class A1 use despite the lack of flow that typically distinguishes a 
stream that can support Primary Contact Recreational uses.   
 
The comments from the general public and local officials have indicated that multiple 
recreational uses occur throughout the assessed portion of the North River.  The 
comments received describe the occurrence of activities consistent with all three of 
Iowa’s recreational use designations.     
 
During the field assessment of the North River, no people were observed recreating in the 
water at the time of the assessment.  Evidence of recreational uses was observed at site 
(37-4) and site (37-3).  The evidence consisted of footpaths and/or footprints near the 
river.   
 
With the exception of site (37-2), all sites assessed in the North River had average depths 
at either the upstream, downstream, or both assessment sites adequate to support Primary 
Contact Recreation.  Site (37-2), had average depths of six inches at the upstream site and 
nine inches at the downstream site.   
 
While the North River did not meet the depth guidelines in full, the fact that sites within 
the assessed reach noted frequent canoeing serves to support a change to the proposed 
Class A2 segment.  The department feels that because of the types and frequency of uses 
associated with this segment (canoeing, fishing, trapping and swimming) and the fact that 
the depth nearly met guidelines, it can be concluded that the Class A1 Primary Contact 
Recreational Designation is attainable for this segment.  
 
Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
 

- Class A1, Primary Contact Recreation from the mouth of the North River 
(S36, T78N, R23W, Polk County) to the confluence with Badger Creek (S33, 
T77N, R25W, Warren County).* 

 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:    North Skunk River  
Affected Facility:  Delta (211), Tri-County Community Schools (283), Sully (450), 

What         Cheer (463), Sigourney (East) (464), Montezuma (502), 
Belva Deer Park (617) 

 Dates:    Field assessment – 10/30/06, 10/31/06 
  
Public Comments:   
 
There were three surveys completed by the general public and four surveys completed by 
County Conservation Board employees (Jasper, Mahaska, and Poweshiek counties).  The 
surveys stated that there were various areas through the entire stretch of the North Skunk 
River that had frequent swimming, wading, children’s play, fishing, trapping, and ATV 
use. 
 
Four of the surveys returned gave specific locations on segments already proposed to be 
designated as Class A1 Primarty Contact Recreation.  Two of those sites were located 
upstream from the proposed Class A2 reach and two of those were located downstream 
from the proposed Class A2 reach.  The surveys returned for those segments help to 
validate the departments original designation of Class A1 Primary Contact Recreation.  
The department received one survey with a site specific location within the originally 
proposed Class A2 segment.  The remaining two surveys made referrences to recreation 
in which they were a part of or had observed within the North Skunk River. 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for approximately 12 of the 73 miles of the 
North Skunk River due to the lack of flow (from the confluence with Sugar Creek to the 
confluence with Rock Creek) throughout the segment which would completely fulfill 
what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the overall lack of 
evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  (see previous recommendation 
map). 
 
The depth criteria guidelines used by the department to help determine if Primary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A1) is attainable typically will exclude streams that are not able 
to support a Class A1 use due to the overall lack of flow needed to support activities that 
result in direct and prolonged contact with the water, involving considerable risk of 
ingesting appreciable quantities of water sufficient to pose a health hazard.  While these 
guidelines are effective in most situations, there are cases where a stream demonstrates 
that it can support the Class A1 use despite the lack of flow that typically distinguishes a 
stream that can support Primary Contact Recreational uses.  
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The comments from the general public and local officials have indicated that multiple 
recreational uses occur within the lower, middle, and upper reaches of the North Skunk 
River however, two surveys returned did not give a specific location in which recreation 
was occurring.  The department sampled three sites within the proposed Class A2 
Secondary Contact Recreation Designation and all but one location at all three sites was 
above the 19 inch average.  The downstream location at site number 464-I had an average 
depth of 20 inches.   
 
The survey completed with a site specific location within the proposed Class A2 section 
stated that they have participated in or witnessed swimming, children playing, and 
canoeing in this location and at various others along the river.  The 12 mile segment of 
the North Skunk River being proposed for Class A2 Recreation is also listed as one of 
Iowa’s canoe routes, which would help to verify several of the surveys that referrened 
recreational activities such as canoeing within this stretch of river. 
 
While the North Skunk River did not meet the depth guidelines in full, the fact that two 
sites within the assessed  reach made reference to canoeing, help to validate Iowa’s Fish 
and Canoe Guide for recreational activities in the North Skunk River (other general 
comments were received without site specific locations, but did reference recreational 
activities taking place south of Ames).  The department feels that because of the uses 
associated with this segment (canoeing, fishing, trapping and swimming) , it can be 
concluded that the Class A1 Primary Contact Recreational Designation would be 
appropriate for this segment even though the depth criteria within this 12 mile segment 
may not have fallen within the depth guidelines. 
  
 
Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
 
 

• The department recommends that the Class A1 Primary Recreational use 
designation be extended to apply from the mouth of North Skunk River (S5, 
T74N, R10W, Keokuk Co.) to the confluence with Rock Creek (SE1/4, S5, 
T79N, R17W, Jasper Co.). 

 
*See recommendation map for details 
 



 

 307

Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Ocheyedan River  
Affected Facility:  City of Hartley (491) 

Corn Belt Power Cooperative-Wisdom Station (307) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 11/2/06, Phone interviews - Dec. 07/ Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There were 7 comments received for the Ocheyedan River.  Four of the seven comments 
pertained to the assessed portion of the Ocheyedan River.   
 
Three surveys were submitted by the Clay County Conservation Board.  The first survey 
pertained to the assessed portion of the river.  The survey noted that children’s play has 
been observed a couple times in the past few years.  No specific location was given.  
Canoeing was observed six times last year between the confluence with Sewer Creek 
downstream to the 160th street bridge.  No other recreational uses were noted.  
 
The next survey from the Clay County Conservation Board pertained to the Ocheyedan 
River within the Ocheyedan Wildlife Management Area.  Canoeing was noted as a 
possible recreation activity, but has never been observed.  Fishing, minnow seining, and 
minnow trapping was noted to occur approximately twice a week in the summer months.  
No other recreational uses were noted. 
 
The final survey submitted by the Clay County Conservation Board pertained to the 
Ocheyedan River within the Stub Johnson Family Equestrian Area.  Canoeing and tubing 
was noted to occur in the spring and fall.  No frequency was noted.  Seining was noted as 
a possible recreational activity, but has never been observed.  Animal trapping was noted 
to occur.  No other recreational uses were noted.   
 
One postcard survey was submitted by a private citizen at site (491-a).  The survey noted 
canoeing and fishing to occur.  No frequency was given for theses events.  No other 
recreational uses were noted.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for the Ocheyedan River due to the lack of 
flow throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary 
contact recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify 
Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  (see previous recommendation map). 
 
The depth criteria guidelines used by the department to help determine if Primary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A1) is attainable typically will exclude streams that are not able 
to support a Class A1 use due to the overall lack of flow needed to support activities that 
result in direct and prolonged contact with the water, involving considerable risk of 
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ingesting appreciable quantities of water sufficient to pose a health hazard.  While these 
guidelines are effective in most situations, there are cases where a stream demonstrates 
that it can support the Class A1 use despite the lack of flow that typically distinguishes a 
stream that can support Primary Contact Recreational uses.   
 
The comments from the general public and local officials have indicated that multiple 
recreational uses occur within the assessed portion of the Ocheyedan River; although, the 
department did not observe any recreational uses occurring during the field assessment in 
2006.  The comments received describe the occurrence of activities consistent with all 
three of Iowa’s recreational use designations.     
 
The public comments noted many recreational uses occurring at many locations 
throughout the Ocheyedan River.  An emphasis on canoeing was noted on several of the 
comments despite the marginal flows.  According to the Iowa Stream Fishing & Canoe 
Guide, the entire assessed portion of the Ocheyedan River is listed as a designated canoe 
route and contains one public access.  As noted by public and local officials, the entire 
Ocheyedan River is being used by many groups for canoeing, fishing, and other water 
related activities.  One survey submitted by a private citizen noted canoeing to occur but 
no specific frequency was given.   
 
It should be noted that the Department continually updates the water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
 

 
491-B Downstream recreational assessment sits looking downstream 
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Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
 

- Class A1, Primary Contact Recreation from the mouth of the Ocheyedan 
River (S13, T96N, R37W, Clay Co.) to 340th street (S. line S5, T96N, R38W, 
Clay Co.).* 

 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Odebolt Creek  
Affected Facility:  City of Odebolt (386) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 09/05/06, 10/17/06,  

Phone interviews - Dec. 07/ Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There were 20 comments received for the assessed segment of Odebolt Creek from the 
general public.  Nine of the returned surveys pertained to both the Maple River and 
Odebolt Creek and did not give specific locations of the noted recreational activities.   
 
Four of the returned surveys pertained to the Maple River and Odebolt Creek but did note 
Odebolt Creek as a specific location for some of the recreational activities.  All four 
surveys noted children’s play taking place in Odebolt Creek within the City of Ida Grove.  
Comments noted children splashing, throwing rocks, and looking for golf balls in the 
creek.  No other specific locations for recreational activities were noted. 
 
The final seven returned surveys pertained specifically to Odebolt Creek.  Of the seven 
surveys, five noted the location of recreation activities within the City of Ida Grove.  
Children’s play was noted as a recreation activity in all five surveys.  The comments 
stated that the children wade in the creek and look for golf balls.  Three of the five 
surveys noted tubing to occur in Odebolt Creek within Ida Grove.  Fishing and minnow 
seining within the City of Ida Grove was noted in four of the five surveys.  No other 
recreational activities were noted.   
 
The remaining two surveys were not specific to the City of Ida Grove.  The surveys noted 
children’s play, tubing, and fishing to occur.  No specific locations were given.  No other 
recreational activities were noted.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for Odebolt Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3).  (see previous recommendation map). 
 
The depth criteria guidelines used by the department to help determine if Primary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A1) is attainable typically will exclude streams that are not able 
to support a Class A1 use due to the overall lack of flow needed to support activities that 
result in direct and prolonged contact with the water, involving considerable risk of 
ingesting appreciable quantities of water sufficient to pose a health hazard.  While these 
guidelines are effective in most situations, there are cases where a stream demonstrates 
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that it can support the Class A1 use despite the lack of flow that typically distinguishes a 
stream that can support Primary Contact Recreational uses.   
 
The comments from the general public have indicated that multiple recreational uses 
occur within the lower reaches of Odebolt Creek within the City of Ida Grove.  The 
comments received describe the occurrence of activities consistent with all three of 
Iowa’s recreational use designations.     
 
The public comments were concentrated on the stream segment between the bridges on 
Washington Avenue in the City of Ida Grove and downstream to the mouth of Odebolt 
Creek.  The public comments mentioned the use of the creek by local children for several 
different recreational activities.  While no site was preformed within the City of Ida 
Grove, the comments justify a change in the designation.   
 
Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
 

- Class A3, Children’s Recreation from the mouth of Odebolt Creek (S15, 
T87N, R40W, Ida County) to Harold Godberson Drive (S24, T87N, R40W, 
Ida County).* 

- Class A2, Secondary Contact Recreation from Harold Godberson Drive (S24, 
T87N, R40W, Ida County) to the confluence of Unnamed Creek #2 (NW1/4, 
SE1/4, S28, T87N, R38W, Sac County)* 

 
* See recommendation map 



 

 314



 

 315

Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Old Mans Creek  
Affected Facility:  Williamsburg (27), Kinze Manufacturing (1004), and Hills (13) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 3/22/06 and 3/21/06 

Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07, 11/07, 5/07 and 4/07 
 
Public Comments:   
 
DNR Wildlife Phone Interview 
A phone survey concerning the portion of the creek flowing through the Redbird Farms 
Wildlife Management Area was conducted with an IDNR Wildlife employee.  The 
survey indicated the following: canoeing, kayaking, and tubing may be possible during 
times of higher flow, but were difficult due to instream snags and lower flow.  This type 
activity had not been observed.  Fishing occurs on the creek but had not been observed.     
 
Mail Survey 
A mail survey was received by the department from a resident of Iowa City.  The survey 
stated the area of access as Blackdiamond road and indicated the following:  Wading 
occurs on the creek (frequency not noted); children exploring pools occurs on the creek 
(frequency not noted); and tubing occurs on the stream (frequency not noted). 
 
Online Survey  
An online survey was received by the department from a resident of Winthrop.  The 
survey indicated the area of access on the creek as F52 and the following has been 
observed or personally participated in:  Swimming occurs on the creek every year in July 
and/or August; children playing in the creek every July and August; and fishing, seining, 
or trapping of minnows occurs on the creek (frequency not noted). 
 
Another online survey was received by the department from a resident of Iowa City.  The 
survey indicated the following has been observed or personally participated in:  
Swimming occurs annually in the summer; children playing annually in the summer off 
of a bridge; canoeing, kayaking, or tubing in the summer 2-3 times; and fishing from 
bridge and banks spring, summer, and fall.  The area of access was listed as Maier Road.  
 
Iowater Site 
IOWATER submitted 80 surveys completed during snapshot events at 20 Iowater data 
collection sites along Old Mans Creek.  The site surveys indicated the number of times 
the following was observed:  1 Hunting/trapping; 2 fishing; 6 footpaths/prints; 5 
ATV/RV tracks; 1 rope swing; 4 evidence of fishing tackle; and 2 evidence of children’s 
play.  
 
IOWATER submitted 4 surveys completed during Iowater collection sites at 3 different 
sites.  The site surveys indicated the number of times the following was observed:  1 
swimming; 1 wading; 1 hunting/trapping; 1 fishing; 1 kids playing; and 1 
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footpaths/prints.  Three of these sites indicated 10 or more children were participating in 
the site assessment and one indicated 9 children were participating in the site assessment. 
 
Analysis: 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Old Mans Creek due to the lack of flow throughout 
the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s Recreation 
(Class A3).   
 
Three surveys indicate primary contact recreation occur (swimming, canoeing, and 
kayaking) at two rural bridge crossings (Maier Road and F52/Blackdiamond Road) and 
one survey indicated swimming at State St. in Williamsburg.  Site 13-2, 27-2, and 27-4 
were at these three locations.   During the initial assessment no depths were considered 
adequate for primary contact recreation based on the guidelines used by the department to 
determine attainability of primary contact recreation.  Throughout the assessed reach the 
average depths ranged from 5 to 14 inches and a maximum depth of 23 inches, well 
below the guidelines used by the department in determining the attainability of primary 
contact recreation. (see picture) 
 
Site 13-2 was located at Maier Road 

 
13-2 Upstream recreation site looking downstream (instream snags and shallow run) 
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Site 27-2 is at this location located at Blackdiamond/F52 

 
27-2 Upstream recreation site looking upstream 
 
The County Conservation Board survey indicated that canoeing, kayaking, and tubing 
may be possible during times of higher flow, but was difficult due to instream snags and 
lower flow.  Public comment indicated that canoeing, kayaking, and swimming may 
occur, however it is assumed these uses are taking place at times of elevated flow.  At 
summer base flow conditions, this segment does not demonstrate the conditions to 
support activities associated with primary contact recreation. 
 
Three surveys indicate children’s recreation takes place at two rural bridge crossings 
(Maier Road and F52/Blackdiamond Road),  Site 13-2 was located at Maier Road 
crossing the creek.  At 13-2 a campsite was found as well as footpaths/prints.  Iowater 
survey site 952086 is also at this location.  At this site Footprints/path and ATV/RV 
tracks were found at this location.   Blackdiamond/F52 are at the same road crossing on 
the creek.  Site 27-2 is at this location.  No signs of any recreational use were found at 
this location during the initial assessment.  Iowater survey site 952078 is also at this 
location.  Fishing tackle was found during this survey.  These sites are located in a rural 
area and do not have the residential population typically associated with children’s 
recreation.  Although evidence of children’s recreation was found it is difficult to 
determine the extent of this activity.   
 
Iowater surveys indicate footpaths/prints at 4 other sites (from the mouth to the city of 
Williamsburg).  Although the surveys indicate footpaths/prints at these locations, they did 
not indicate evidence of children’s play at these 4 sites.  Site 13-1 is the only assessment 
site at any of these locations.  No evidence of recreation was found at assessment site 13-
1.  These locations are all rural and not expected to receive frequent children’s recreation.   
 
Three Iowater surveys indicated footpaths/prints and two surveys indicated evidence of 
children playing at State St. in Williamsburg.  Assessment site 27-4 was at this location.  
The only evidence of recreation found at 27-4 was a minnow trap.  Even though this 
location is within the city limits of Williamsburg it is contained within a predominately 
industrial, remote part of the city limits. Although the surveys indicated evidence of 
children’s recreation it is difficult to determine the extent of this activity. (see pictures) 
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Site 27-4 

    
                                   Upstream recreation site  

    
                                  Downstream recreation site 
 
Although children’s recreation was stated to have occurred in the assessed reach, it is 
difficult to determine if the activities are taking place at an extent to warrant a Class A3 
Children’s Recreation Use designation.    
 
Public comments have not provided any additional information to change the 
recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s recommended designation for 
Old Mans Creek, will remain as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) Creek 
from the mouth (S27, T78N, R6W, Johnson Co.) to its confluence with Hog Run (S6/7 
line, T79, R10W, Iowa Co.). *                                                  
*See recommendation map 
 
It should be noted that the department continually updates water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate the latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Otter Creek  
Affected Facility:  City of Kiron (421) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/16/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Otter Creek from a Crawford County Conservation Board 
employee.  The returned survey pertained to the Otter Creek Nature Area.  The survey 
stated that there were no known recreational uses taking place in Otter Creek within the 
nature area.  The survey did mention that canoeing and fishing are possible during high 
flows, but neither recreation activity has ever been observed.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Otter Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Otter Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Otter Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S18, T84N, R38W, Crawford 
County) to the confluence with East Otter Creek (NW1/4, S13, T85N, R39W, Crawford 
County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Otter Creek  
Affected Facility:  Milo (226) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/31/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Otter Creek from a Warren County Conservation Board 
employee.  The survey stated that fishing is a common occurrence in Otter Creek.   
 
During the field assessment; fishing tackle was observed at site 226-A.  There were no 
other forms of recreational evidence found at any of the assessed sites. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Otter Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comment received noted fishing occurs frequently in Otter Creek; however, fishing 
is consistent with the types of activities protected by the Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2). 
 
The comments received for Otter Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Otter Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S33, T76N, R23W, Warren 
County) to Highway 205 (S22, T75N, R23W, Warren County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Otter Creek  
Affected Facility:  City of Sibley (291) 

Otter Creek Ethanol (156) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 6/1/2006 & 6/2/2006 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Five surveys were returned for Otter Creek.  Three of the received comments for Otter 
Creek pertained to the proposed Class A1 portion.   
 
Two surveys were returned for the proposed Class A2 portion.  One survey stated that the 
creek has been used for swimming, fishing, wading, and trapping.  No frequency or 
locations were noted.  The other survey stated that the creek is used for minnow seining 
near the lumber yard in the City of Sibley.  No frequency of minnow seining was noted.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Otter Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
One survey submitted by a private citizen stated that the creek has been used for 
swimming, fishing, wading, and trapping.  No frequency or location was given for these 
events.  A lack of evidence in the public comments and a lack of evidence found at site 
(291-3) near the City of Sibley do not warrant a Class A1 or Class A3 designation.   
 
The comments received for the proposed Class A2 portion of Otter Creek did not provide 
any additional information that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  
Therefore, the department’s original use designation recommendation for Otter Creek 
will remain as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the confluence with 
Wagner Creek (SW ¼ of S1, T98N, R42W, Osceola County) to the confluence with Polly 
Creek (S14, T99N, R42W, Osceola County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:    Outlet Creek  
Affected Facility:  Storm Lake (406) 
   Tyson Fresh Meats (306) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 8/21/06 and 10/17/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Outlet Creek from the general public.  The survey stated that 
there were no known recreational uses taking place in or near Outlet Creek in the 
assessed reach. 
 
Two interview post cards were returned in response to this stream.  A resident near site 
308-a stated there was no recreational uses observed in or near the stream while another 
resident near site 308-1 stated that recreation uses, such as swimming, kids playing in or 
around the stream, tubing, and fishing, seining or minnow trapping, are observed 
throughout the summer.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Outlet Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
There was no evidence of any recreational uses found at site 308-1 at the time of the field 
assessment that would support the one public comment that kids play is a common 
occurrence at this location.  In addition, two comments received stated that there were no 
known recreational uses taking place in or near Outlet Creek within the assessed reach.   
 
The comments received for Outlet Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Outlet Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (NW, SW, S24, T90N, R36W, 
Buena Vista Co.) to the 630th street bridge crossing (North Line S24, T90N, R37W, 
Buena Vista Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Peas Creek  
Affected Facility:  Proliant Biologicals (643) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/5/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Peas Creek from the general public for the area near the 
Hwy 30 bridge crossing.  It was stated that the person has witnessed thousands of people 
laying in the creek swimming and they have personally ingested water many times.  It 
was stated that children have played in the stream for many years and that they know of 
many people that have paddled up the stream during major rain events for many years.  
The person has also witnessed many people laying on tubes, rafts and lawn chairs that 
were partly or completely immersed.  Fishing/seining/trapping for minnows was also 
noted to have taken place many times on Peas Creek.   
 
Another comment was received from the general public stating that the stream flows 
through Ledges State Park where people like to wade and play in the water. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Children’s Recreational Use (Class A3) 
designation was appropriate from the mouth to the confluence of Unnamed Creek due to 
the location of the stream in Ledges State Park.  A Secondary Contact Recreational Use 
(Class A2) designation was also appropriate for Peas Creek from the confluence of 
Unnamed Creek to the Highway 30 bridge crossing due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comment stating that people recreate within Ledges State Park supports the original 
recommendation of Children’s Recreational Use (Class A3) for that portion of the stream.   
 
One comment stated that there was a large amount of recreational activities taking place 
in Peas Creek near Highway 30.  After looking at aerial photography and the site 
information we collected during the field assessment it is believed that the activities 
noted are actually taking place within the recommended Class A3 segment which is 
within Ledges State Park.  The area near Highway 30 has steep banks and heavy 
vegetation which would make some activities difficult at this location. 
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The comments received for Peas Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Peas Creek will remain as Children’s 
Recreational Use (Class A3) from the mouth (W line S21, T83N, R26W, Boone Co.) to 
the confluence with Unnamed Creek (S16, T83N, R26W, Boone Co.) and Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the confluence of Unnamed Creek (S16, 
T83N, R26W, Boone Co.) to the bridge crossing at US Highway 30 (N line S3, T83N, 
R26W, Boone Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
 
 



 

 328



 

 329

Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Pike Run  
Affected Facility:  Golden Oval Eggs (632) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 8/14/06 & 8/15/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Nine surveys were returned for Pike Run.  Three of the nine surveys were completed by 
the Winnebago County Conservation Board.  The surveys stated that during the hunting 
season, canoeing occurs in the last half mile of Pike Run.  The Winnebago County 
Conservation Board also stated that trapping occurs in the fall.  Five paper comments 
were also submitted by the general public.  The paper comments stated that minnow 
seining and crawdad hunting occasionally occur in Pike Run.  One post card survey was 
returned for Pike Run.  The survey stated that “years ago” the citizen observed 
swimming, children’s play, and fishing.  No other recreational uses were noted. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Pike Run due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received regarding recreational activities on Pike Run were consistent 
with Class A2 type uses.  While canoeing and swimming were noted to occur, review of 
the current UAA recommendation and associated data collected in the field demonstrates 
that Pike Run is shallow throughout the assessed reach (between 3-13 inches) and no 
evidence of recreational uses were found at any site.   
 
While the post card survey stated children’s play as occurring “Years ago” in Pike Run, 
the absence of evidence in the field combined with the unknown frequency of use do not 
suggest that a Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use designation is warranted at this time. 
 
It should be noted that the Department continually updates the water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
 
The comments received for Pike Run did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Pike Run will remain as Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S25, T99N, R24W, Winnebago County) to 
the confluence with Unnamed Creek (S8, T99N, R24W, Winnebago County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 

 
Stream:    Pine Creek  
Affected Facility:  M and W MHP (267) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/23/06, Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07 
 
Public Comments:   
 
County Conservation Board Mailing 
A mail survey was received by the department from the Muscatine County Conservation 
Board employee.  The survey indicated the following:  Canoeing occurs near the Old Mill 
in Wildcat Den State Park several times a year during special events; and fishing occurs 
several times a year from the mouth of the creek to the Highway 22 bridge. 
 
Analysis: 
The previous assessment concluded that a Class A3 Children’s Recreation designation 
was appropriate from the mouth to 180th St. for Pine Creek.  The assessment also 
concluded that a Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreational Use designation was 
appropriate for Pine Creek from 180th St. to the confluence with Unnamed Creek due to 
the lack of flow to support Class A1 Primary Contact Recreation or evidence to support 
Class A3 Children’s Recreation.  
  
Public comments were specific to the segment recommended for Class A3 Children’s 
Recreation.  Public comment supports the department’s recommendation for this 
segment.  No comments were received that indicated recreation takes place on the 
recommended Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreation segment of the stream.  Public 
comment did not provide any additional information that would result in a change in the 
recommended designations.   
Therefore, the department’s recommended designations will remain as follows:  
 
Class A3 Children’s Recreational use designation from the mouth (S21, T77N, R01E, 
Muscatine Co.) to 180th street (S. line, S7, T77N, R01E, Muscatine Co.).* 
 
Class A2 Secondary Contact recreational use from 180th street  
(S. line, S7, T77N, R1E, Muscatine Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek  
(SW1/4, S26, T78N, R1W, Muscatine Co.).*   
 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Prairie Creek  
Affected Facility:  Blairstown (41), Ethanol Biofuels (853), Norway (71), Watkins 

(Proposed – (680), Fairfax (670), Keystone (400), VanHorne 
(240), ADM Corn Sweetners (658), IP & L Prairie Creek Station 
(60). 

  Dates:   Field assessment – 05/03/06, 06/19/06, 06/20/06 & 11/09/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There were three surveys returned for Prairie Creek.  Two of the surveys stated that they 
had observed childs play or swimming in Prairie Creek, however they were never a 
participant in these activities.  One of the surveys stated that they had been seining for 
minnows in portions of Prairie Creek. 
 
There was one public land on or near Prairie Creek (Tuttle wildlife area); however the 
department originally recommended that those segments of the creek be designated for 
Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use was 
appropriate for Prairie Creek from the mouth to the bridge crossing at 19th Avenue west 
of Blairstown.  Also Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) designation was 
appropriate for Prairie Creek from the bridge crossing at 19th Street to the confluence 
with Unnamed Creek near Keystone due to the lack of flow throughout the reach to 
completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the 
overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Prairie Creek pertained to the recommended Class A3 
segment and therefore provide additional information that support the departments 
original recommendation.  Therefore, the department’s original use designation 
recommendation for Prairie Creek will remain Class A3 Children’s Recreational use from 
the mouth of Prairie Creek (S34, T83N, R7W, Linn Co.) to 19th Avenue (W. line, S15, 
T82N, R11W, Benton Co.) and Class A2 Secondary Contact recreational use apply from 
19th Avenue (E. line, S16, T82N, R11W, Benton Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed 
Creek (SE1/4, SW1/4, S13, T83N, R12W, Benton Co.). 
 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Preston Creek  
Affected Facility:  Woodward Resource Center (287) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/4/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
A phone survey, of an employee at the Saylorville Wildlife Management Unit, was 
conducted regarding Preston Creek.  The survey stated that there were no known 
recreational uses taking place in Preston Creek within the Saylorville WMA. 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Preston Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Preston Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Preston Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S34. T82N, R26W, Boone Co.) to 
the confluence of Unnamed Creek (S30, T82N, R26W, Boone Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Quarter Section Run  
Affected Facility:  City of Denver (76) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 5/10/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Two surveys were returned for Quarter Section Run from private citizens.  One returned 
survey did not pertain to the assessed portion of Quarter Section Run.   
 
The second survey submitted by a private citizen noted uses at 260th Street which is also 
site (76-1).  The survey noted that the creek is used for children’s play by their family and 
their friend’s children.  The survey also noted that they fish for catfish and bass near the 
bridge at this site.  No frequency of these events was noted in the survey.  No other 
recreational uses were noted.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Quarter Section Run due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class 
A3).   
 
The second survey submitted by a private citizen noted uses at 260th Street which is also 
site (76-1).  During the field assessment for this site, evidence of recreational use 
consisted of graffiti found under the bridge.  No other evidence of uses was observed 
during the field assessment.   
 
While children’s play has been noted in comments as occurring in Quarter Section Run, 
the absence of evidence in the field combined with the unknown frequency of use do not 
suggest that a Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use designation is warranted at this time. 
 
It should be noted that the Department continually updates the water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
 
Due to a lack of frequency of uses involved with Quarter Section Run to warrant a Class 
A3 designation and a lack of depths to warrant a Class A1 designation, the comments 
received for Quarter Section Run will not result in a change in the recommended 
designation.  Therefore, the department’s original use designation recommendation for 
Quarter Section Run will remain as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from 
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the mouth (S19, T91N, R13W, Bremer County) to the (East Line S23, T91N, R13W, 
Bremer County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Ramsey Creek  
Affected Facility:  Twin County Dairy (359) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 9/22/06 & 9/25/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Two surveys were returned for Ramsey Creek.  One survey returned from the 
Washington County Conservation Board stated that people are observed fishing at the 
mouth of Ramsey Creek once a year.  Only once have children been observed swimming 
or playing at the mouth of Ramsey Creek.   
 
One survey was submitted by a private citizen.  The survey stated that no known 
recreational uses are taking place in Ramsey Creek.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Ramsey Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Ramsey Creek did not provide any additional information 
that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the 
department’s original use designation recommendation for Ramsey Creek will remain as 
Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S14, T77N, R8W, 
Washington County) to 540th Street (N. line, S25, T78N, R8W, Johnson County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Rock Creek  
Affected Facility:  Stanwood (415) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 9/6/06 and 10/24/06,  

Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07  
 
Public Comments: 
  
There were a total of 10 comments received regarding recreational activities in Rock 
Creek.  Private citizens sent in 9 comments while the other comment was a phone 
interview with a Cedar County Conservation employee.  The phone interview pertains to 
the one public land area (Red Oak Park).    
 
The 9 private citizens have witnessed different activities in Rock Creek.  8 of the public 
comments were for the King Avenue Bridge area of Rock Creek, while the other 
comment was from a spot south of Tipton that was undisclosed.  The comments from 
King Avenue Bridge stated that:  swimming (8), children’s play (8), canoeing (8), tubing 
(8), and fishing (8) have taken place in Rock Creek in the past.  The comment from south 
of Tipton stated that wading, swimming, and fishing took place in Rock Creek in the past.   
 
The phone interview conducted with the Cedar County Conservation referred to Red Oak 
Park. Recreational activities viewed at the park were:  children’s play (2-3 times/week), 
canoeing, and fishing.   
 
There were 8 Iowater sites on the assessed portion of Rock Creek.  2 sites had evidence 
of recreational activities.  One Iowater volunteer found footprints/paths near Rock Creek 
and one volunteer stated that canoeing, swimming, children’s play, and fishing occur in 
Rock Creek near the mouth.  Frequency of these activities was not given.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for Rock Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3).  
 
At the time of the assessment there were no people observed using the stream for any 
type of recreation, however there were signs of past recreation at some of the sites.  At 
site 415-1 fishing tackle was found on a utility line over Rock Creek.  At site 415-2 past 
recreation included a fire-pit and footprints.  Site 415-a had a fire pit below the bridge 
and remnants of kids play (graffiti and mud balls thrown at the bridge).  While some of 
these activities can be considered children’s play, the department originally did not feel 
Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use was appropriate for Rock Creek, because these 
activities were not expected to be occurring at an elevated level. 
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The public comments describe activities consistent with Class A1 and Class A3 occurring 
in Rock Creek.  The phone survey specific to Red Oak Park described children playing in 
Rock Creek on a regular basis.  Canoeing and fishing were mentioned but frequency was 
not given.  The depths found during the field assessment in 2006 were shallow (average 
of 2-11 inches, maximum of 25 inches) and are not conducive to A1 Primary Contact 
Recreational Use.   
 
9 comments stated that children’s play takes place in Rock Creek in the area of Red Oak 
Park and the King Avenue Bridge.   
 
Due to the substantial evidence of children’s recreational uses in Rock Creek the 
department is modifying the original recommendations as detailed below: 
 

- Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreation from the mouth (SW ¼ of S2, 
T79N, R3W, Cedar County) to Jackson Road (SE ¼ S14, T81N, R3W, 
Cedar County).   

 
- Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use designation from Jackson Road 

(SE ¼ S14, T81N, R3W, Cedar County) to King Avenue (NE ¼ S11, 
T81N, R3W, Cedar County). 

 
- Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreation from King Avenue (NE ¼ S11, 

T81N, R3W, Cedar County) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek 
(NE ¼ of SW ¼ of S23, T82N, R3W, Cedar County).  * 

 
* - See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Rock Creek  
Affected Facility:  Cardinal School (249) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 9/14/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Rock Creek from a Wapello County Conservation Board 
employee.  The survey stated that there were no known recreational uses taking place in 
Rock creek in the assessed reach. 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (A2) 
designation was appropriate for Rock creek due to the lack of flow throughout the reach 
to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and 
the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (A3).   
 
During the field assessment, one location was found to have adequate depth for Primary 
Contact Recreation (Class A1).  The size of this pool was approximately 600 feet long.  
The pool was located in a cattle pasture and was difficult to access due to steep banks, 
fences, and overall rural location.  Primary Contact Recreation is not considered 
attainable for this location due to the fact that Rock Creek is inaccessible in this area. 
 
The comments received for Rock creek provided no additional information that would 
result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s original 
use designation recommendation for Rock creek will remain as Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use (A2) from the mouth (NE ¼, S34, T72N, R11W, Jefferson County) to 
the outfall pipe for Cardinal School (NE ¼, S9, T71N, R12W, Wapello County).  * 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Sents Creek  
Affected Facility:  Pella (232) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 8/2/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Sents Creek from the Marion County Conservation Board.  
The survey stated that there were no known recreational uses taking place in Sents Creek 
in the assessed reach.  No know recreational uses were noted in association with the 
Volksweg Trail.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sents Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Sents Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Sents Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (SE1/4, S33, T76N, R18W, Marion 
County) to Illinois Drive (SW1/4, NE1/4, S22, T76N, R18W, Marion County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 
Stream:   Sewer Creek  
Affected Facility:  Hartley (491) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 8/22/2006, 8/23/2006 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Sewer Creek from a private citizen.  The survey stated that 
there were no known recreational uses taking place in Sewer Creek in the assessed reach. 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sewer Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Sewer Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Sewer Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S8, T96N, R38W, Clay County) to 
the (S. line, NE1/4, S33, T97N, R39W, O’Brien County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:  Silver Creek  
Affected Facility:  City of Treynor WWTP (239) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 3/16/06, 3/17/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned from a Mills County Conservation employee regarding 
recreational activities in Silver Creek.  The survey stated that canoeing occurs at least 
twice a summer between Highway 34 and L-68 (south of Malvern).  It also mentioned 
that fishing occurs in Silver Creek numerous times in the Malvern area.  
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Silver Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 Primary Contact Recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The previous assessment of the creek did not find any evidence of primary contact 
recreation.  The survey submitted stated that canoeing occurs at least twice a summer.  
The overall lack of depth throughout the assessed reach is not expected to sustain 
conditions to support recreational or other uses that may result in prolonged and direct 
contact with the water, involving considerable risk of ingesting water in quantities 
sufficient to pose a health hazard associated with primary contact recreation. (see pictures 
below). 
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Fishing was also noted as occurring on a regular basis.  This activity is consistent with 
recreational uses protected by the Secondary Contact Recreation (Class A2) designation. 
 
The comments received for Silver Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Silver Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S21, T71N, R41W, Mills County) 
to the road crossing of Pioneer Street (N. Line, S28, T74N, R41W, Pottawattamie 
County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Silver Creek  
Affected Facility:  Flying J Travel Plaza (174) 
   Iowa DOT Maintenance Garage – Davenport (613) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 9/13/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was submitted for Silver Creek from a Scott County Conservation Board 
employee.  The survey stated that the staff there has limited knowledge of this stream and 
the surrounding area, although the stream does run through our adjacent to residential 
areas.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded a Children’s Recreational use (Class A3) designation 
was appropriate for Silver Creek.  The comments received for Silver Creek did not 
provide any additional information that would result in a change in the recommended 
designation.  Therefore, the department’s original use designation recommendation for 
Silver Creek will remain Children’s Recreational Use (Class A3) from the mouth (S16, 
T78N, R3E, Scott Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (S33, T79, R3E, Scott 
Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Silver Creek  
Affected Facility:  Cresco (444) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 10/19/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Three surveys were returned for Silver Creek from private citizens.  The surveys stated 
activities consistent with children’s play occasionally occurs in Silver Creek though no 
specific locations or frequencies were given.  Fishing for trout was also noted in one of 
the returned surveys.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that no recreational use is appropriate for Silver 
Creek from the mouth (S2, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) to 310th street (NW1/4, 
NE1/4, S10, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) and Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for Silver Creek from 310th street (NW1/4, 
NE1/4, S10, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) to Yankee Avenue (W. line, S12, T99N, 
R11W, Howard County) due to the lack of flow throughout the reach to completely fulfill 
what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the overall lack of 
evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  There was no evidence found 
during the field assessment that suggested these activities were taking place, and although 
these activities may be occurring, the frequency is not considered adequate to warrant a 
Class A3 Children’s Recreation designation.   
 
The comments received for Silver Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Silver Creek will remain no recreational use 
from the mouth (S2, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) to 310th street (NW1/4, NE1/4, 
S10, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) and Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) from 310th street (NW1/4, NE1/4, S10, T99N, R10W, Winneshiek County) to 
Yankee Avenue (W. line, S12, T99N, R11W, Howard County).  * 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Soap Creek  
Affected Facility:  Moravia (794) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 11/1/06 & 11/2/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Two surveys were returned for Soap Creek from the Davis County Conservation Board.  
One survey regarding the entire creek stated that fishing takes place at the mouth of Soap 
Creek near the Des Moines River.  The other survey regarding the Eldon Wildlife 
Management Area stated that there were no known recreational uses taking place in Soap 
Creek in the public ground.  No other recreational activities were noted from the surveys.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Soap Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Soap Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Soap Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S. Line, S35, T71N, R12W, 
Wapello County) to the confluence with South Soap Creek (SW ¼, S21, T70N, R15W, 
Davis County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:  Soldier Creek  
Affected Facility:  Ron’s Car Wash (668) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 4/27/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Two comments were received regarding recreational activities in Soldier Creek.  One 
comment was from a Webster County Conservation employee who stated that swimming, 
child’s play, canoeing, and fishing all occur within the city limits of Fort Dodge.  The 
majority of the swimming, child’s play, and fishing occur in Snell-Crawford Park and 
Izaac Walton Park.  The canoeing is reported to start at the Fort Dodge city limits and 
continue to Snell-Crawford Park. 
 
The other comment was from a private citizen who stated that people swim and wade in 
the creek in Snell-Crawford Park. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that it was appropriate to have a split designation 
between a Secondary Contact Recreational use (Class A2) from 170th Street (N. line, S9, 
T89N, R28W, Webster County) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (S26, T90N, 
R28W, Webster County)and a Children’s Recreational use (Class A3) for Soldier Creek 
from the mouth (S19, T89N, R28W, Webster County) to 170th Street (N. line, S9, T89N, 
R28W, Webster County).     
 
The comments received for Soldier Creek described activities consistent with Primary, 
Secondary, and Children’s recreational designations.  These recreational activities were 
said to be occurring in the portion of Soldier Creek that is currently recommended as 
Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  Therefore, the comments verify the previous 
designation. 
 
The comments received for Soldier Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Soldier Creek will remain as follows: 
 

- Class A2 Secondary recreation use designation apply from 170th Street (N. 
line, S9, T89N, R28W, Webster County) to the confluence with Unnamed 
Creek (S26, T90N, R28W, Webster County).* 

- Class A3 Children’s recreation use designation apply from the mouth (S19, 
T89N, R28W, Webster County) to 170th Street (N. line, S9, T89N, R28W, 
Webster County).*   

 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 
Stream:   Soldier River  
Affected Facility:  Schleswig (419), Ricketts (420) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 10/16/06, Phone Interviews – Dec/07, Jan/08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There was one comment received for the Soldier River.  The comment lists several rivers 
that the commenter has had contact, with no specificity towards type of activity, location, 
or amount of use. 
 
Phone surveys were completed for each of the three public lands that come in contact 
with the Soldier River.  A Harrison County Conservation Park Ranger was contacted 
regarding the Bullard Soldiers Bend wildlife area at the mouth of the river.  No 
swimming or child’s play was reported as well as little boating or fishing.  The Park 
Ranger noted the lack of road access as being the cause for little to no recreational 
activities occurring at this location.     
 
A DNR employee was contacted for both the Round Lake Wildlife Management Area 
and the Loess Hills State Forest.  No types of recreational uses were reported for the 
Round Lake WMA.  Canoeing and fishing are activities that occur around the Loess Hills 
State Forest; however, canoeing only takes place in the spring and early summer when 
flows are high enough to travel the river.  There has been no swimming or child’s play 
observed at this location. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Soldier River due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The activity of boating is controversial in the sense that it could be considered consistent 
with either: Class A1 or Class A2 type uses.  Review of the current UAA 
recommendation and associated data collected in the field demonstrates the remoteness of 
the location mentioned and no evidence of recreational uses were found that would 
suggest this activity occurs commonly. 
 
The comments received for Soldier River did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Soldier River will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S16, T80N, R45W, Harrison 
County) to the confluence with East Soldier River (S34, T84N, R42W, Monona 
County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South Beaver Creek  
Affected Facility:  PLCP,LP (692)  

Ackley (439) 
Wellsburg (432) 

Dates:    Field assessment - 08/09/06 and 10/20/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for South Beaver Creek from a Butler County Conservation 
Board employee.  The survey stated that the employee had never seen any recreational 
uses occur on South Beaver Creek but recreational activities are possible within the 
assessed reach.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for South Beaver Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class 
A3).   
 
The comments received for South Beaver Creek did not provide any additional 
information that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, 
the department’s original use designation recommendation for South Beaver Creek will 
remain as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (SE ¼, NE ¼, 
S25, T90N, R17W, Butler Co.) to the confluence of Unnamed Creek (NW ¼, NE ¼, S3, 
T88N, R19W, Hardin Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South Cedar Creek  
Affected Facilities:  Garnavillo (418) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 10/30/07, 10/9/06  

Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07, 11/07, and 10/06  
 
Public Comments: 
  
County Conservation Board Phone/Mail Survey 
A recreational use mail survey concerning South Cedar Creek was received by the 
department from an employee of the Clayton County Conservation Board.  The survey 
stated that some trout anglers use the creek; they personally have not observed this 
activity but have talked to anglers who fish for trout. 
 
Mail/Email/Online Survey  
One survey indicated the following:  the creek runs through the town of Garnavillo and 
children play in the creek during all time of the year whether it is pooled or flowing; and 
the creek can be paddled during times of higher flow. Another survey stated fishing, 
seining, or trapping minnows occurs on the creek. 
 
Assessment Site Interview/Postcard   
Site 418-2a:  An interview was conducted and a postcard was left with a streamside land 
owner.  The landowner indicated that their grandchildren fished in the stream and waded 
in the stream.   
 
City of Garnavillo 
In a letter the City of Garnavillo stated “the only evidence of recreational use was along 
the cold-water section of the stream.  There was no evidence in the study of any 
recreational uses at site 418-4 or at any location upstream of the center of section 30 to 
Centre Street.   As indicated in the study, the area is posted for no trespassing, is fenced 
on both upstream and downstream, and has steep slopes both upstream and downstream 
and the area runs through a rural remote area.  From the middle of Section 30 to site 418-
4, there are no access locations, which would provide for recreation.  There seems to be 
no sound rational for classifying the stream above the center of Section 30 for 
recreational use.” 
 
Analysis: 
The initial recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for South Cedar Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3).   
 
During the 2006 assessment of the creek, seven out of the twenty depth measurements 
demonstrated adequate depths for primary contact recreation based on the guidelines used 



 

 359

to determine the attainability of primary contact recreation.  These depths were found in 
isolate pools at sites 413-2 and 413-3. These sites were reinvestigated to determine their 
size. 
 
2007 
Site 413-2:  Pool size was approximately 350 feet long X 20-42 feet wide.  One third to 
one half of the channel throughout the length possessed depths of 39 inches or greater. 
 
Site 413-3:  Pool size was approximately 90 feet long X 15-20 feet wide.  Approximately 
one half of the channel throughout the length possessed depths of 39 inches or greater. 
Both of these locations are manmade pools created to provide trout habitat.  They both 
contained constrictions on the downstream side of their pools that creating their pooling.   
The stream is a designated coldwater stream in these two locations.  The cold water 
temperature is a strong deterrent to uses associated with primary contact recreation.   
 
Due to the relatively small size of the pools, the lack of evidence of use, no public 
testimony of use, and the streams cold water temperature it is not expected to support 
activities associated with primary contact recreation at these two locations. 
 
One comment indicated that canoeing or kayaking may be possible in the creek at periods 
of higher flow.  Recreational assessments determine the attainability of recreational uses 
at the streams summer base flow conditions.  The stream is not considered to be able to 
support paddling at summer base flow conditions. 
 
One public commenter at site 418-2a indicated that their grandchildren fished and waded 
in the stream.  It is not known how often this activity occurs.  ATV tracks were found at 
this location.  The stream flows primarily through rural lands.  Approximately 1,475 feet 
of the stream flows through the city limits of Garnavillo, however this is a rural location 
without any streamside residences within a relatively close proximity.   
 
Although children’s recreation has occurred, the overall lack of evidence of use in 
addition to the unknown frequency of use does not support a recommendation of Class 
A3 at this time.  
 
The City of Garnavillo’s stated “from the middle of Section 30 to site 418-4, there are no 
access locations, which would provide for recreation.  There seems to be no sound 
rational for classifying the stream above the center of Section 30 for recreational use.” 
Accessibility alone is not a factor that can be used when assessing stream use attainability 
per EPA guidelines.   
 
Public comments did not provide any evidence that would result in a change in the 
recommendation.  Therefore, the recommended designation for South Cedar Creek will 
remain Class A2 Secondary Contact recreational use from the mouth (S33, T92N, R3W, 
Clayton Co.) to the Bridge crossing on Centre Street (SW ¼, SW ¼, S18, T93N, R03W, 
Clayton Co.).   
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It should be noted that the department continually updates water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate the latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South Fork Catfish Creek  
 Affected Facility:  Arctic Glacier Premium Ice (380) 

Lost Canyon Mobile Home Park (36) 
 
Dates:    Field assessment – 10/25/06, Phone interviews - Dec. 07/ Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
The department contacted the Dubuque County Conservation Board to acquire 
information regarding the recreational activities that have occurred in South Fork Catfish 
Creek.  The Dubuque County Conservation Board employee stated that children’s play, 
fishing, and canoeing were observed on South Fork Catfish Creek.  Canoeing was stated 
to occur “occasionally”.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for South Fork Catfish Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class 
A3).   
 
South Fork Catfish Creek flows in or near the city limits of Dubuque for approximately 
35% of the assessed reach.  The stream contains 2 bridge crossings within the assessed 
reach allowing the possibility of access.  There are many residential developments which 
have backyards that butt-up to the South Fork Catfish Creek.  The creek runs through a 
baseball/softball complex approximately ½ mile downstream from site 380-b.  During the 
field assessment in 2006 two baseballs were found in the stream at site 380-A.  The 
assessors predicted that a baseball field is within moderate proximity to the stream. The 
physical location of South Fork Catfish Creek would allow children’s play to occur at 
levels consistent to Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use.   
 
The comment received from the local official has indicated that multiple recreational uses 
occur within the assessed reach of South Fork Catfish Creek.  The comment received 
describing children’s play is consistent with Children’s Recreational Usage (Class A3). 
The comment which stated that canoeing occurs occasionally is predicted to take place at 
elevated stream levels because the South Fork Catfish Creek, as a while, did not display 
adequate depths for this activity to occur.   
 
Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
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- Class A3, Children’s Recreation from the mouth (NE1/4, S2, T88N, R2E, 
Dubuque County) to English Mill Road (NW1/4, S33, T89N, R2E, Dubuque 
County).  * 

 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South Fork Chariton River  
Affected Facility:  Corydon (528) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 4/6/06, Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07 - 11/07  
 
Public Lands in the Affected Reach: 
The South Fork Chariton River flows through the Rathbun Wildlife Management Area. 
 
Public Comments: 
   
DNR Wildlife Phone Survey 
A recreational use phone survey was conducted with a DNR Wildlife employee 
concerning the segment of the river flowing through the Rathbun Wildlife Management 
Area.  The survey indicated the following:  children’s play does occur near the river but 
was not necessarily in the river (frequency of this activity was not known); canoeing 
doesn’t occur very often; duck hunting in or near the river; and fishing occurs everyday 
during the summer. 
 
County Conservation Board Mailing 
A recreational use survey concerning the South Fork Chariton River was returned by a 
Wayne County Conservation Board employee.  The survey indicated that fishing from 
boats occurs on the river (location was not specified). 
 
Online Survey/Email  
A resident of Wayne County indicated no recreational uses are associated with the South 
Fork Chariton River.   
 
Analysis: 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for the South Fork Chariton River due to the lack of 
flow throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary 
contact recreational use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation 
(Class A3).   
 
The county conservation board survey indicated that fishing from boats takes place in the 
river, however the location was not specific to a location on the creek.  The DNR wildlife 
survey indicated canoeing occurs infrequently.  During the initial assessment no areas of 
the river contained depths considered adequate for primary contact recreation based on 
guidelines used to determine attainability of primary contact recreation or in this case, 
areas considered navigable by boat or canoe.  The South Fork Chariton River flows into 
Lake Rathbun.  Many people fish from boats and canoe the Lake.  It is assumed these 
comment were intended for Lake Rathbun.  
 
The survey conducted with a DNR wildlife employee indicated children play near the 
stream but were not necessarily in the stream within the Rathbun Wildlife Management 
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Area.  The frequency of this activity was not noted.  Site 528-1a was located within the 
Rathbun Wildlife Management Area.  No evidence of children’s recreation was found at 
this location or at any other within the assessed reach.  Frequent children’s recreation is 
not expected to occur in the assessed reach of the river. 
 
Public comments did not provide any additional information to modify the original 
recommendation.  Therefore, the department’s recommended designation for the South 
Fork Chariton River will remain as Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreational Use from 
the mouth (S36, T70N, R20W, Wayne Co.) to the confluence with an Unnamed Creek 
(NW ¼, SE ¼ of S2, T69N, R21W, Wayne Co.)* 
 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South Raccoon River 
 Affected Facility:  Rose Acre Farms (194), Stuart (433), Earlham (687),  

IDOT Maintenance Garage Desoto (612), Desoto (212), and 
Stuart Municipal Utilities (310), Diamondhead Lake (1010) 

Dates:    Field assessment - 11/15/06,  
Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07, 11/07, and 4/07  

 
Public Lands in the Assessed Reach: 
Nations Bridge Park 
Hanging Rock 
Kuehn Conservation Area 
Two Rivers Access 
(All public areas in the assessed reach are contained within the segment of the river 
recommended for the A1 designation) 
 
Public Comments: 
  
County Conservation Board Mailing 
A recreational use survey concerning the South Raccoon River was returned by a Guthrie 
County Conservation Board employee.  The survey indicated the following:  people swim 
or wade in the river (location not specified); children playing in or near the river occurs at 
the Nations Bridge Park and is common from May through September (recommended 
Class A1 segment); canoeing, kayaking, or tubing has been observed or participated in 
along the entire stretch of the river below the unincorporated town of Montueth, IA 
(recommended Class A1 segment); and fishing seining, or trapping minnows has been 
observed or participated in along the entire stretch of river below Guthrie Center, IA 
(both Class A1 and A2 recommended segments). 
 
A recreational use survey concerning the South Raccoon River was also returned by an 
employee of the Dallas County Conservation Board.  The survey indicated the following:  
Dallas CC brings many school children to the Kuehn Conservation Area, children explore 
the stream banks and search for shells (recommended Class A1 segment); the river is 
very popular for canoeing and kayaking in Dallas Couty, Dallas County Conservation 
holds at least six floats per year in this section (recommended Class A1 segment); and the 
river is a very popular fishing stream. 
 
Online or Mail Survey/Email  
Five Iowa residents commented that they canoe and kayak in the river (recommended 
Class A1 segment).  Another resident indicated that they canoe in the river three times a 
year and have observed families and children wading and swimming in the river 
(recommended Class A1 segment).  One email stated that they have waded, floated in, 
and canoed in the South Raccoon River (location was not specified). 
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Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded the following designations for the South Raccoon 
River: 
 
Primary Contact (Class A1) designation was appropriate for the South Raccoon River 
from the mouth (NW ¼ of S21, T78N, R27W, Dallas Co.) to the confluence with Brushy 
Creek (S22, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.). 
 
Secondary Contact (Class A2) from the confluence with Brushy Creek (S22, T79N, 
R31W, Guthrie Co.) to confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NE ¼ of S7, T79N, 
R31W, Guthrie Co.) 
 
Children’s Recreation (Class A3) from the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NE 
¼ of S7, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NW 
¼ of S6, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) 
 
Secondary Contact (Class A2) from the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NW ¼ 
of S6, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) to the confluence with Frost Creek (S18, T80N, 
R32W, Guthrie Co.) 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for two segments of the South Raccoon 
River due to the lack of flow throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered 
a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and 
information to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
Recommended Class A2 Segments 
Public comments consistent with the Primary Contact (Class A1) designation were 
received.  However, all comments except one were specific to the segment of the river 
already recommended for the Class A1 designation.   
 
The one comment that was not specific to a location stated that they have waded, floated 
in, and canoed in the South Raccoon River.  This comment most likely pertained to the 
segment of river recommended for the Class A1 designation.   
 
During the initial assessment, no areas in this portion assessed reach contained depths 
adequate for primary contact recreation based on guidelines used by the department to 
determine attainability of primary contact recreation or evidence of primary contact 
recreational uses.  
 
One comment stated that fishing occurs from Guthrie Center to the mouth and another 
stated that the river is popular fishing stream however location was not noted.  These 
comments are consistent with the Class A2 recreational uses.   
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Recommended Class A3 Segment 
No comments were received for the Children’s Recreation (Class A3) segment of the 
river.  
 
Conclusion 
Public comments did not provide any additional information that would result in a 
modification of the original recommendations.  Therefore, the department’s 
recommendations for the South Raccoon River will remain as follows:  
 
Primary Contact (Class A1) designation was appropriate for the South Raccoon River 
from the mouth (NW ¼ of S21, T78N, R27W, Dallas Co.) to the confluence with Brushy 
Creek (S22, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.).* 
 
Secondary Contact (Class A2) from the confluence with Brushy Creek (S22, T79N, 
R31W, Guthrie Co.) to confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NE ¼ of S7, T79N, 
R31W, Guthrie Co.)* 
 
Children’s Recreation (Class A3) from the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NE 
¼ of S7, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NW 
¼ of S6, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.)* 
 
Secondary Contact (Class A2) from the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, NW ¼ 
of S6, T79N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) to the confluence with Frost Creek (S18, T80N, 
R32W, Guthrie Co.)* 
 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   South River  
Affected Facility:  Truro (474) 

St. Charles (475) 
Milo (226) 
New Virginia (523) 
Pleasantville (233) 

Dates:    Field assessment - 7/7/06 & 10/31/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Six surveys were returned for South River.  One survey returned by the Warren County 
Conservation Board stated that swimming, children’s play, and canoeing occur at the 
Highway 65 69 crossing and near the City of Ackworth.  Fishing was noted to occur 
throughout the entire length of the South River.  No frequency of these activities was 
noted.  No other recreational uses were noted.   
 
One survey was submitted by a Red Rock Unit employee.  The survey pertained to the 
South River within the Red Rock Wildlife Management Area.  The survey stated that 
canoeing occurs occasionally when water levels are high enough.  Fishing and animal 
trapping were also mentioned as occurring recreational activities.  No frequency of these 
events was noted.  No other recreational uses were noted.   
 
Four surveys were submitted by the general public.  Two of the four surveys stated that 
swimming occurs in the South River.  Three of the four surveys noted children’s play to 
occur.  Two of the four surveys noted fishing to occur in the South River.  No specific 
locations or frequency was given for these events.   
 
 
Analysis:  
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for South River due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
During the field assessment for the South River as noted by the UAA, evidence of 
recreational use was observed at many of the assessed sites.  The evidence typically 
consisted of remnant fishing tackle, footpaths and/or footprints near the stream, and ATV 
tracks in the river.  ATV usage was the most common recreational use found.  Graffiti 
was also found.  While graffiti is not necessarily evidence of water recreational uses, it 
serves to indicate people are or have been in close proximity to the river at specific 
locations.  It should also be noted that the South River is not listed as a designated canoe 
route.   
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The comments received for the South River from public officials and the general public, 
mention recreational activities consistent with Class A1, A2, and A3 designations.  The 
comments regarding canoeing state that these activities are possible but only during 
elevated flow conditions.  During normal flow conditions the South River is too shallow 
to support Class A1 type recreational uses.  The comments from the public mention that 
swimming and children’s play occur in the South River.  The comments do not note 
specific location or frequency.  
 

 
475-d Downstream recreational assessment site, looking upstream 

 

 
475-c Bridge view, looking downstream 
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Site 475-a contained depths deep enough for primary contact recreation.  The depths at 
this site were due to a large scour hole caused by a large log jam.  The scour hole caused 
by the trees is a temporary environment that is not considered to be able to sustain 
permanent depths adequate for primary contact recreation.  (See picture below) 
 

 
475-a View of log jam 

 
It should be noted that the Department continually updates the water quality standards for 
Iowa.  This can include follow-up studies regarding Use Attainability Analyses to 
incorporate latest and any new information to ensure the uses of Iowa’s waters are 
reflected appropriately in the Water Quality Standards. 
 
The comments received for South River did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for South River will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S12, T77N, R22W, Warren 
County) to the confluence with Broadhorn Creek (S3, T74N, R25W, Warren County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:    South Skunk River  
Affected Facility:  Hach Company (51), Colfax (101), Cambridge (129), Ames Water    

Pollution (130), Bourns Inc. (162), IDOT Ames (178), Lyndanna 
Acres (185), Hickory Grove (260), Ames Electric (323), Saur 
Danfoss (324), Teen Challenge (453), Monroe East (454),  Baxter 
(455), Hedrick (466), Oskaloosa (476), Elkhart (497), Roland 
(514), Horizon Ethanol (661) 

 Dates:    Field assessment – 9/12/05, 10/19/06, 11/01/06 
  
 Public Comments:  19 online surveys, 4 mailed in surveys, 15 conservation surveys. 
 
There were twenty three surveys completed by the public and fifteen surveys completed 
by County Conservation Board employees (Story, Hamilton, Jasper, Marion, and Polk 
counties).  The surveys stated that there were various areas through the entire stretch of 
the South Skunk River that had frequent swimming, wading, children’s play, fishing, 
trapping, and ATV use. 
 
Eleven of the public surveys returned gave specific locations on segments already 
proposed to be designated as Class A1 Primary Contact Recreation.  Seven of those sites 
were located upstream from the proposed Class A2 reach and four of those were located 
downstream from the proposed Class A2 reach.  The surveys returned for those segments 
serve to further support the department’s original designation of Class A1 Primary 
Contact Recreation.   
 
The department received two public surveys and five surveys from County Conservation 
Board employees with specific locations within the originally proposed Class A2 
segment.  All seven of the surveys made reference to canoeing or kayaking within the 
proposed Class A2 stream segment. The remaining twenty surveys made general 
references to recreation in which they were a part of or had observed within the South 
Skunk River. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for approximately 35 of the 129 miles of the 
North Skunk River due to the lack of flow (from the confluence with Indian Creek to the 
South line (S34, T82N, R23W Story Co) throughout the segment which would 
completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the 
overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  (see previous 
recommendation map). 
 
The depth criteria guidelines used by the department to help determine if Primary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A1) is attainable typically will exclude streams that are not able 
to support a Class A1 use due to the overall lack of flow needed to support activities that 
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result in direct and prolonged contact with the water, involving considerable risk of 
ingesting appreciable quantities of water sufficient to pose a health hazard.  While these 
guidelines are effective in most situations, there are cases where a stream demonstrates 
that it can support the Class A1 use despite the lack of flow that typically distinguishes a 
stream that can support Primary Contact Recreational uses.   
 
The comments from the general public and local officials have indicated that multiple 
recreational uses occur within the lower, middle, and upper reaches of the South Skunk 
River however; half of the 38 surveys returned only gave general locations in which 
recreation was occurring.  The department sampled eight sites within the proposed Class 
A2 Secondary Contact Recreation Designation and all eight sites were sampled below the 
19 inch average.   
 
Of the 38 comments received, 2 from the public were specific to a bridge or road crossing 
while five were within the proposed Class A2 designation.   Both of the site specific 
surveys have participated in or witnessed swimming, children playing, or canoeing.  The 
five surveys returned from County Conservation Board employee’s referenced 
swimming, childs play, canoeing, tubing and kayaking within the proposed Class A2 
section.  Two of the five County Conservation surveys mentioned swimming, tubing and 
kayaking in the Chichaqua Bottoms area in recent years when the water levels will allow.  
Two of the five County Conservation surveys made reference to swimming, tubing, 
canoeing in various areas from Colfax to Story City.  The 35 mile segment of the South 
Skunk River being proposed for Class A2 Recreation is also listed as one of Iowa’s canoe 
routes, which help to support several of the surveys that referenced recreational activities 
occurring in the proposed Class A2 segment. 
 
While the South Skunk River did not meet the depth guidelines in full, the fact that two 
sites within the assessed reach made reference to canoeing, serves to further support 
Iowa’s Fish and Canoe Guide for recreational activities in the South Skunk River (other 
general comments were received without site specific locations, but did reference 
recreational activities taking place south of Ames).  The department feels that because of 
the uses associated with this segment (canoeing, fishing, trapping and swimming), it can 
be concluded that the Class A1 Primary Contact Recreational Designation would be 
appropriate for this segment even though the depth criteria within this 35 mile segment 
may not have met the depth guidelines. 
 
Due to recent information the Department is modifying the original recommendations as 
detailed below. 
 
The department recommends that the Class A1 Primary Recreational use designation be 
extended to apply from the mouth of the South Skunk River (S5, T74N, R10W Keokuk 
Co) to confluence with D.D. No. 71 (S11, T86N, R24W Hamilton Co.) 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Spring Branch   
Affected Facility:  New Hampton (229) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 9/28/06 & 10/19/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Four surveys were returned for Spring Branch.  One survey was returned from a 
Chickasaw County Conservation Board employee.  The survey stated that there were no 
known recreational uses taking place in Spring Branch in the assessed reach.   
 
Three surveys were returned from the general public.  One survey from the general public 
stated that minnow seining and fishing are the only known recreational uses occurring in 
Spring Branch.  No locations or frequency was given for these activities.   
 
Two post card surveys were left at rural residences near the creek, and both surveys were 
returned.  Both of the post card surveys had the “NO” option circled for the recreational 
uses of swimming, children’s play, and canoeing.  For the recreational use of “Fishing, 
seining, or trapping for minnows” the “NO” option was circled on one post card, and 
“YES” on the other.  The survey with the “YES” option circled had the comment 
“Seining for minnows” in the comment field.    
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Spring Branch due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Spring Branch did not provide any evidence of Class A1 type 
recreation uses taking place in Spring Branch that would result in a change in the 
recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s original use designation 
recommendation for Spring Branch will remain as Secondary Contact Recreational Use 
(Class A2) from the mouth (NW ¼, S30, T93N, R40W, Cherokee County) to the 
confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, S36, T93N, R41W, Cherokee County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Spring Creek  
Affected Facility:   Plantation Village MHP (38) 

West Burlington (241) 
Oak Hills Subdivision (188) 
Spring Grove MHP (275) 
Iowa DOT Maintenance Garage – West Burlington (593) 
Big River Resources, LLC (637) 

Dates:    Field assessment – 4/3/06 & 4/406,  
Phone Interviews – Dec/07, Jan/08 

 
Public Comments:   
 
A DNR employee was contacted on the two Blackhawk Bottoms Wildlife Management 
Areas.  One of the areas is an easement and is privately owned while the other is state 
ground managed by the DNR.  It was noted that there was no known swimming, child’s 
play, or canoeing/kayaking/tubing taking place in either of the Blackhawk Bottoms 
boundaries.  The state owned portion of Blackhawk Bottoms does attract limited amounts 
of fishing and trapping for furbearers. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Spring Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The only recreational activity mentioned in Spring Creek was fishing and trapping for 
furbearers.  Both of these activities are consistent with recreational uses protected by the 
Secondary Contact Recreation (Class A2) designation. 
 
The comments received for Spring Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Spring Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S32, T69N, R2W, Des Moines 
County) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SE ¼, S3, T69N, R3W, Des Moines 
County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:    Springbrook Creek  
 Affected Facility:  DNR Springbrook State Park Campground Area (170)  

  DNR Springbrook State Park Education Center (171) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 8/17/06,  

Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 11/07 and 8/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Assessment Site Interview 
An interview was conducted at site 170-1 where a DNR Parks employee indicated that 
children play in the creek near the campground.   
 
County Conservation Board Mailing 
A mail survey was received by the department from a Guthrie County Conservation 
employee.  The survey indicated the following:  Children playing in or near the stream in 
Springbrook State Park 
 
Analysis: 
The previous assessment concluded that a Class A3 Children’s Recreation designation 
was appropriate for Springbrook Creek due its close proximity to a frequently used 
campground and easy accessibility at certain locations.  Public comments confirm 
children’s recreation occurs at high frequencies in the assessed reach.  Therefore, the 
department’s recommended designation will remain Children’s Recreational Use from 
the mouth (SE ¼, NW ¼, S4, T80N, R31W, Guthrie Co.) to the section line just upstream 
of Springbrook Creek’s confluence with Unnamed Creek.  The section line is West line 
of S3, T80N, R31W, Guthrie County.* 
 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:  Sugar Creek  
Affected Facility:  City of Tipton (East) WWTP (238) 
    Iowa DOT Rest Area #04-I80 Tipton (556) 
    North Star Steel Iowa (63) 
    City of Wilton WWTP (28) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 10/24/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
An email was sent from a private citizen regarding recreational activities in Sugar Creek.  
This individual and his family have lived in close proximity to the creek for over 25 
years, and in that time they have fished and waded in the creek as well as picnicking next 
to the creek on a regular basis.  
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sugar Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 Primary Contact Recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comment received stated fishing and wading as being recreational activities in Sugar 
Creek.  These activities are consistent with the recreational uses protected by the 
Secondary Contact Recreation (Class A2) designation.   
 
The comments received for Sugar Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Sugar Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S17, T78N, R02W, Muscatine 
County) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, S4, T80N, R02W, Cedar 
County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Sugar Creek   
Affected Facility:  Osage (483), IDOT Maintenance Garage (580) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 8/9/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Sugar Creek from a Mitchell County Conservation Board 
employee.  The survey stated that there were no known recreational uses taking place in 
Sugar Creek in the assessed reach.   
 
Two interview post-cards from site 580-1 were also returned about Sugar Creek.  One 
stated that there were no recreational uses in the assessed reach and one stated that there 
was children’s play, but did not state when, where, or how often. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that Sugar Creek will be split into two different 
designations.  Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) designation was 
appropriate for Sugar Creek from the crossing at Harry Cook Nature Trail (NW 1/4 S26, 
T98N, R17W, Mitchell County) to the road crossing at highway 9 west of Osage (NE 1/4 
S27, T98N, R17W, Mitchell County) due to the lack of flow throughout the reach to 
completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the 
overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).  The department 
recommends a classification of General Use from the mouth (NE 1/4 S34, T98N, R17W, 
Mitchell County) to the crossing at Harry Cook Nature Trail (NW 1/4 S26, T98N, R17W, 
Mitchell County). 
 
Review of the current UAA recommendation and associated data collected in the field 
demonstrates that Sugar Creek is a losing stream, shallow throughout the assessed reach, 
and no evidence of recreational uses were found at any site that would suggest children’s 
play occurs commonly or at all. 
 
The comments received for Sugar Creek did not provide any additional information about 
the recommended Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreational Use portion that would 
result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s original 
use designation recommendation for Sugar Creek will remain as Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use (Class A2) from the crossing at Harry Cook Nature Trail (NW 1/4 S26, 
T98N, R17W, Mitchell County) to the road crossing at highway 9 west of Osage (NE 1/4 
S27, T98N, R17W, Mitchell County).  General Use will remain as recommended from 
the mouth (NE 1/4 S34, T98N, R17W, Mitchell County) to the crossing at Harry Cook 
Nature Trail (NW 1/4 S26, T98N, R17W, Mitchell County).  * 
 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Sugar Creek  
Affected Facility:  West Point (242) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 11/13/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Sugar Creek from a private citizen.  The survey stated that 
there were no known recreational uses taking place in Sugar Creek in the assessed reach.  
Also, no recreation uses were noted for Devil’s Creek Access or North Heron Bend.   
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sugar Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Sugar Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Sugar Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S15, T67N, R5W, Lee Co.) to the 
confluence of Pitman Creek (S29/30 line, T68N, R5W, Lee Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Sugar Creek  
Affected Facility:  Grinnell (220) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 7/17/06, Phone Interviews – Dec/07, Jan/08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey each was returned for Sugar Creek from a Jasper County Conservation Board 
employee and a Poweshiek County Conservation Board Employee.  The surveys stated 
that there were no known recreational uses taking place in Sugar Creek in the assessed 
reach. 
 
Evidence of recreational use found during the July field assessment was limited to fishing 
tackle seen at 220-2 and one “tossed” road sign at 220-1. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sugar Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Sugar Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Sugar Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S20, T78N, R16W, Poweshiek 
Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW1/4, S24, T80N, R17W, Jasper Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 
Stream:   Sugar Creek  
Affected Facility:  Waukee (423) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 8/17/06, 10/17/06,  

Phone Interviews – Dec.07/Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Two comments were received for Sugar Creek.  One comment was form the Dallas 
County Conservation Board.  This comment stated that there were no recreational uses on 
Sugar Creek.  The other comment was from an online survey that a local citizen filled 
out.  This comment stated that children’s play had occurred in Sugar Creek in the past.  
No frequency was given for children’s play.  
 
Sugar Creek has two Iowater sample sites.  No recreational uses were observed at the 
sample sites.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment recommended that Sugar Creek be designated Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (NE ¼, S26, T78N, R26W, Dallas 
County) upstream to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, S5, T78N, R26W, 
Dallas County) due to the lack of flow throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is 
considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use and the overall lack of evidence 
to justify Children’s Recreation Use (Class A3).   
 
One comment stated that children’s play had occurred in Sugar Creek from time to time.  
The comment did not state how often children’s play occurred in Sugar Creek.  Other 
comments stated no recreational uses were observed in Sugar Creek.  Review of the 
current UAA recommendation and associated data collected in the field for Sugar Creek 
demonstrates that Sugar Creek is shallow throughout the assessed reach and it is not 
located near populous areas that would suggest this activity occurs commonly. 
 
An interview of a local during the field assessment in 2006 indicated that fishing 
occurred in Sugar Creek.  This activity is indicative of Class A2 Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use. 
 
The comments received for Sugar Creek did not provide any additional information about 
the recommended Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreational Use portion that would 
result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s original 
use designation recommendation for Sugar Creek will remain as Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (NE ¼, S26, T78N, R26W, Dallas County) 
upstream to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, S5, T78N, R26W, Dallas 
County).  * 
 
*See recommendation map for details
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Public Comment Analysis 

 
Stream:   Sycamore Creek  
Affected Facility:  Le Claire (688) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 11/14/06, 12/18/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Sycamore Creek from a Scott County Conservation Board 
employee.  The survey stated that fishing is a common occurrence from Canal Shore 
Road to the Mississippi River.   
 
During the field assessment it was noted that the only sign of streamside recreational use 
was ATV tracks that created a path leading from the residence (approximately 1,000 feet 
away) to approximately 60 feet from the stream bank.  The ATV tracks never enter the 
stream or traverse the stream banks. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Sycamore Creek due to the lack of flow throughout 
the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comment received noted fishing occurring from the Canal Shore Road to the 
Mississippi River; however, fishing is consistent with the types of activities protected by 
the Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2). 
 
The comments received for Sycamore Creek did not provide any additional information 
that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the 
department’s original use designation recommendation for Sycamore Creek will remain 
as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (N. line, S10, T78N, 
R5E, Scott Co.) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW1/4, S3, T78N, R5E, Scott 
Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Ten Mile Creek  
Affected Facility:  Ridgeway (753) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 11/13/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One public comment was submitted for Ten Mile Creek.  The survey stated that Ten Mile 
Creek flows through the town of Ridgeway and children play in the creek during the 
summertime. 
 
Evidence of recreational use found during the November field assessment consisted of 
traps and boot-prints in and around the stream.  The boot-prints were most likely created 
by the trappers.   
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Ten Mile Creek due to the lack of flow throughout 
the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comment stated that Ten Mile Creek flows through the town of Ridgeway; however, 
Ten Mile Creek flows more than a mile away from the city limits of Ridgeway.  There 
are no creeks that flow through town and several others that are close by; therefore, the 
creek that is being commented on is unknown. 
 
The comment received for Ten Mile Creek did not provide any additional information 
that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the 
department’s original use designation recommendation for Ten Mile Creek will remain as 
Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S1, T98N, R9W, 
Winneshiek Co.) to the confluence with Walnut Creek (S18, T98N, R9W, Winneshiek 
Co.).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 
Stream:   Tetes Des Morts Creek  
Affected Facility:  Spring Valley MHP (276) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 10/25/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
There was a total of 11 surveys received regarding recreational activities in Tetes Des 
Morts Creek.  Of these 11 surveys; 1 was from a Jackson County Conservation employee 
and the other 10 were from private individuals.  Seven of the surveys note recreational 
activities occurring in a segment of Tetes Des Morts Creek already recommended as 
Class A1 Primary Contact Recreation.  One of the surveys notes no recreational activities 
have been observed in the Creek.  Swimming, child’s play, and fishing were noted as 
observed activities in all three of the remaining surveys with one of the surveyors also 
mentioning canoeing. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that it was appropriate to have a split designation 
between a Primary Contact Recreational use (Class A1) and a Secondary Contact 
Recreational use (Class A2) for Tetes Des Morts Creek due to variances in flow and 
public access. 
 
The majority of the surveys received noted recreational activities occurring in the 
segments of Tetes Des Morts Creek that are currently recommended as Class A1 Primary 
Contact Recreation.  These comments confirm the department’s initial recommendation.  
The remaining four comments are contradictory to each other as to what recreational 
activities occur in Tetes Des Morts Creek.  Three of them described activities consistent 
with those protected by Primary Contact Recreation (Class A1) and Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3) designations; however, the surveys did not mention a specific 
location that these activities have been occurring.  Without specific locations of where 
these occurrences are taking place, a designation change can not be recommended. 
 
The comments received for Tetes Des Morts Creek did not provide any additional 
information that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, 
the department’s original use designation recommendation for Tetes Des Morts Creek 
will remain as described below: 
 

- Class A1 Primary Contact Recreational use from the mouth (S34, T88N, R4E, 
Dubuque County) to the confluence with Unnamed Creek (SW ¼, S4, T87N, 
R4E, Jackson County).* 

- Class A2 Secondary Recreational use from the confluence with Unnamed 
Creek (SW ¼, S4, T87N, R4E, Jackson County) to the confluence with Lux 
Creek (S7, T87N, R4E, Jackson County).* 

 
 
*See recommendation map for details
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Trout Creek  
Affected Facility:  DNR Decorah State Hatchery (545) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 11/13/06, Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 12/07 - 9/06  
 
Public Comments: 
  
There were a total of 5 comments received regarding recreational activities in Trout 
Creek.  Private citizens sent in 3 comments while the other 2 comments were phone 
interviews with a Winneshiek County Conservation employee.  The phone interviews 
pertain to the two public lands areas.    
 
The three private citizens have witnessed, or not witnessed, different activities in Trout 
Creek.  One commenter simply stated that their daughter has played in Trout Creek.  
Regarding the other two; one has witnessed swimming and canoeing but has not 
witnessed any child’s play or fishing/seining/trapping while the other has witnessed 
child’s play and fishing/seining/trapping but has not witnessed swimming or canoeing. 
All three comments from private individuals submitted vague recreational locations that 
can not be pinpointed. 
 
Phone interviews were conducted with a Winneshiek County Conservation employee 
referring to the Trout Run WMA and Trout Run County Park.  Fishing was the only 
activity that had been witnessed in the Trout Run WMA.   
 
Fishing is observed regularly in Trout Run County Park as well as families picnicking 
and children playing in the park.  The interviewee stated that children are witnessed in the 
park on average 3 times per week; however, they had never seen kids in the creek before. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The initial department recommendation concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational 
Use (Class A2) designation was appropriate for Trout Creek due to the lack of flow 
throughout the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact 
recreational use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s 
Recreation (Class A3).  
 
The comments from the three private individuals are all contradictory to each other and a 
specific location can not be pinpointed; however, they do describe activities consistent 
with Class A1 and Class A3 occurring in Trout Creek.  The phone survey specific to 
Trout Run County Park described children in the park on a regular basis.  The 
interviewee had stated that children had not been witnessed in the water; however, the 
children are often present and there is high potential for them to play in the creek. 
 
There was also one area in Trout Creek that was found to have adequate depth for 
Primary Contact Recreation.  This pool is located under the Highway 9 bridge on the 
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southern boundary of Trout Run County Park.  The area of adequate depth within the 
pool is approximately 100 feet long by 20 feet wide. 
 
Due to this pooled area of adequate depth within the county park boundaries and the 
common presence of children the department is modifying the original recommendations 
as detailed below: 
 

- Class A3 Children’s Recreational Use designation from the mouth (S23, 
T98N, R8W, Winneshiek County) to Highway 9 (NW ¼, SW ¼, S23, 
T98N, R8W, Winneshiek County) 

- Class A2 Secondary Contact Recreation from Highway 9 (NW ¼, SW 
¼, S23, T98N, R8W, Winneshiek County) to the confluence with 
Unnamed Creek (also known as Trout Run) (S27, T98N, R8W, 
Winneshiek County)   
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Turkey Creek  
Affected Facility:  Anita (372) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 09/08/2006, 10/16/2006,  

Phone interviews - Dec. 07/ Jan. 08 
 
Public Comments:   
 
A phone interview was conducted with a Cass County Conservation Board employee 
regarding the Turkey Creek Education Area and the Turkey Creek Wildlife Area near the 
mouth of Turkey Creek.  Both surveys stated that there was no known swimming or 
child’s play in Turkey Creek.  The interviewee stated that fishing occurs approximately 
once a month at the mouth of Turkey Creek. 
 
One interview was conducted on September 8, 2006 during the field assessment at Site 
372-1.  The interviewee stated “kids have fished for Creek Chubs” in the area.  No 
evidence of recreational uses beyond the interview information was found at that 
location. 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Turkey Creek due to the lack of flow throughout the 
reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational use 
and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Turkey Creek describe recreational activities, that are 
consistent with the Secondary Contact Recreation use (Class A2), occurring at limited 
levels near the mouth of Turkey Creek in the Turkey Creek Wildlife and Turkey Creek 
Education Areas. 
 
There were two areas in the assessed reach that were found to have pools with adequate 
depth for Primary Contact Recreation (Class A1).  The pools were caused by structures 
created to manage sediment erosion within Turkey Creek.   
 
These two sites were re-assessed to determine pool size and the attainability of Primary 
Contact Recreation.  One pool was 350 feet long at Site 273-c and the other was 850 feet 
long at Site 273-1; however, both pools were surrounded by steep slopes that were rip-
rapped.  The pools themselves also contained other hazards such as woody debris and 
deep silt.  These hazards would make it difficult to access or navigate the stream.  These 
pools are not located near any residential areas or public accesses, and no forms of 
recreational uses were found at these locations.  Due to these factors, Class A1 Primary 
Contact Recreation is not considered attainable for these two pooled areas. 
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The comments received for Turkey Creek did not provide any additional information that 
would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
original use designation recommendation for Turkey Creek will remain as Secondary 
Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S2, T75N, R37W, Cass County) to 
730th Street (E. line, SW1/4, S29, T77N, R34W, Cass County).* 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Unnamed Creek  
Affected Facility:  Allerton (527) 
Dates:    Field assessment - 4/6/06 and 9/6/06,  

Survey(s)/Interview(s) – 11/07 and 12/07 
 
Public Comments:   
 
County Conservation Board Mailing/Phone Survey 
A recreational use survey concerning Unnamed Creek was returned by a Wayne County 
Conservation Board employee.  The survey indicated no recreational uses are occurring 
on the creek. 
 
Analysis: 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Unnamed Creek due to the lack of flow throughout 
the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence and information to justify Children’s Recreation 
(Class A3).  The public comments did not provide any additional information that would 
result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the department’s 
recommended designation for Unnamed Creek, will remain as Secondary Contact 
Recreational Use (A2) Creek from the mouth (SW ¼, S31, T68N, R21W, Wayne Co.) to 
the City of Allerton WWTP outfall (SE ¼, SW ¼, S11, T68N, R22W, Wayne Co.).* 
 
* See recommendation map 
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Public Comment Analysis 
 

Stream:   Unnamed Creek  
Affected Facility:  Asbury (204) 
Dates:    Field assessment – 8/28/06 
 
Public Comments:   
 
One survey was returned for Unnamed Creek from a Dubuque County Conservation 
Board employee.  The survey stated that there were no known recreational uses taking 
place in Unnamed Creek in the assessed reach. 
 
 
Analysis: 
 
The previous assessment concluded that a Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class 
A2) designation was appropriate for Unnamed Creek due to the lack of flow throughout 
the reach to completely fulfill what is considered a Class A1 primary contact recreational 
use and the overall lack of evidence to justify Children’s Recreation (Class A3).   
 
The comments received for Unnamed Creek did not provide any additional information 
that would result in a change in the recommended designation.  Therefore, the 
department’s original use designation recommendation for Unnamed Creek will remain 
as Secondary Contact Recreational Use (Class A2) from the mouth (S18, T89N, R2E, 
Dubuque County) to the outfall pipe for Asbury WWTP (S18, T89N, R2E, Dubuque 
County).  * 
 
*See recommendation map for details 
 
 




