This lowa DNR Water Quality Listserv is a subscription service that you have requested. Its purpose is to
deliver timely water quality technical information directly to your email.
In this March 12, 2009 issue:

1. Revising Criteria for Chloride, Sulfate and Total Dissolved Solids

2. SRF Stimulus Plans Delayed

3. New DNR Wastewater Engineering Section Supervisor

4. Wastewater Engineering Construction Permitting Process Manual Update
5. Water Quality Standards NOIA: Stream Use Designation Revisions

REVISING CRITERIA FOR CHLORIDE, SULFATE AND TOTAL DISSOLVED SOLIDS

The lowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is continuing to move forward on revising lowa’s
water quality standards. The DNR is working for improved water quality and safety in lowa’s waters.
Water Quality Standards are the goals that we set for lowa’s streams, rivers and lakes. Water Quality
Standards consist of three components:

» Designate the use or uses of the waterbody (aquatic life and recreational uses)

¢ Set the criteria for protecting those uses

¢ Protect and maintain existing water quality

Recently, the DNR began to compile all research related to toxicity of total dissolved solids, chloride and
sulfate. The purpose was to update and develop criteria for these parameters to better protect aquatic
life based on new scientific information. The DNR worked with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency to ensure that the research compiled met certain scientific standards. Gaps were identified in
the previous research which resulted in new toxicity tests being performed in 2008.

With the availability of new research and toxicity data, the information is now available to propose
numeric criteria for chloride and sulfate to better protect river, stream and lake aquatic life uses and
revaluate the current interim approach for total dissolved solids criteria. The Department is planning an
Information item for the April Environmental Protection Commission meeting. For more information
see http://www.iowadnr.gov/water/standards/chloride.html or contact Lori McDaniel at 515.281.8094
or Lori.McDaniel@dnr.iowa.gov.

SRF STIMULUS PLANS DELAYED

The Department was hoping to have Intended Use Plan (IUP) updates available for public comment this week, but
have had to delay the publication to work through the information required to apply for and use the stimulus
funds. Since one of the imperatives of the stimulus is “transparency and accountability,” we also want to provide
enough time for applicants, stakeholders, and the public to review and comment on the use of stimulus funds
through the State Revolving Fund programs.

The Department will now have draft IUPs available by March 30. The draft plans will include the following:

= |owa’s strategies for meeting the goals of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, which
include preserving and creating jobs and assisting those most impacted by the recession.

= The plan for allocating the $77 million in stimulus funds, including 50% for forgivable loans and 20% for
“green” projects.



=  The method for determining which projects may receive stimulus funds. This will include disadvantaged
community criteria.

= Alist of “shovel-ready” projects that qualify for possible funding.

=  An outline of loan requirements, certifications, and reporting needs.

The public hearing scheduled for March 18 has been postponed until April 16. The hearing information is
attached.

The Department has prepared a special set of front-end documents that have to be used to qualify for stimulus
funds. If you have a project that is getting ready to go out for bid and wonder if you should include the stimulus
front-end materials, please contact Patti Cale-Finnegan at 515-725-0498 or Lori Beary at 515-725-4965.

NEW DNR WASTEWATER ENGINEERING SECTION SUPERVISOR

Effective March 20, 2009, Satya Chennupati will be the new supervisor of the Wastewater Engineering Section of
the Water Quality Bureau. Satya has been with the DNR for about six years reviewing various wastewater
construction permit projects and was an engineering consultant in the private sector for about 10 years before
that. Satya has a Master of Science in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, IL and is a licensed professional engineer in the State of lowa. Satya graduated from the lowa Certified
Public Managers program in 2007. The Wastewater Engineering Section is responsible for construction permits for
wastewater treatment, sewers and animal feeding operations.

WASTEWATER ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION PERMITTING PROCESS MANUAL
UPDATE

DNR has recently completed updating the Wastewater Construction Permitting Process Manual and has
a February 2009 date stamp. Communities, planners, and engineers are advised to discard the previous
process manual dated October 2006 (green cover) and begin using the new manual effective
immediately. All SRF loan projects proceeding to final plans and specifications and bid letting should
include the new Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program (DBE) requirements and forms in the bid
documents. The most significant changes and/or additions to the process manual are summarized
below.

. New CWSRF Intended Use Plan Application Form
o Submittal address change (submit completed original to Eunice Boyd, 401 SW 7" Street,
Suite M, Des Moines, lowa 50309)

o] EPA Pre-Award Compliance Form included in application
(o} Real Property acquisition form now part of Intended Use Application
o SRF Environmental Review Checklist to be submitted with Intended Use Application
. Real Property Acquisition Form deleted as Exhibit 9A (see above)
. Updated Water Quality Based Permit Limits Form included
. Revised Exhibit 9 (Preliminary Review of Facility Plan checklist)
. Revised Exhibits 12 and 12A, SRF Bidding and Procurement Requirements

o] New Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program (DBE) requirements and forms.



° Revised Exhibit 13, SRF Bid Document Checklist

(o] As-bid submittal requirements revised
o New DBE forms to be submitted
° New Exhibit 15, SRF Construction Loan Fact Sheet

The new permitting manual and all exhibits can be downloaded from the DNR website at
http://www.iowadnr.gov/water/wastewater/downloads.html.

Contact Satya Chennupati, P.E. at Satya.Chennupati@dnr.iowa.gov or 515-281-8995 with questions
related to permitting process. Contact Patti Cale-Finnegan at Patti.Cale-finnegan@dnr.iowa.gov or 515-
725-0498 with questions related to Clean Water SRF requirements.

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION: STREAM USE
DESIGNATION REVISIONS
PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE

The Department will be revising Water Quality Standards to reflect proposed designated use changes for
select rivers and streams to protect aquatic life and recreational uses. The complete Notice of Intended
Action can be found on the Department’s web site: http://www.iowadnr.gov/epc/09feb17a.html. Fora
list of the stream designations being revised in the water quality standards, please refer to the list
posted at the Department’s web site: http://www.iowadnr.com/water/uaa.html.

Any person may submit written suggestions or comments on the proposed amendment through April
30, 2009. Such written material should be submitted to Adam Schnieders, lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office Building, 502 East 9" Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319; fax (515) 281-
8895; or E-mail adam.schnieders@dnr.iowa.gov . Persons who have questions may contact Adam
Schnieders at (515) 281-7409. Persons are invited to present oral or written comments at a series of
public hearings, which will be held throughout the state as follows:

April7,2009 1p.m.
Wallace State Office Building
4th Floor Conference Rooms
502 E. 9th St.

Des Moines, lowa

April 9, 2009 10a.m.
Cherokee Community Center
530 W. BIuff St.

Cherokee, lowa

April9,2009 6 p.m.

Atlantic Municipal Utilities Conference Room
15 W. 3rd St.

Atlantic, lowa



April 14,2009 10a.m.
Falcon Civic Center
1305 5th Ave NE
Independence, lowa

April 14,2009 6 p.m.
lowa City Public Library
123 Linn St.

lowa City, lowa

April 16,2009 1 p.m.

Clear Lake Community Meeting Room
15 N. 6th St.

Clear Lake, IA



