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Objective 
The Department is seeking a application from a qualified applicant to administer the 
Beautification Grant Assistance Program (Program). Funding for this program is an 
appropriation from the Solid Waste Alternatives Program. 
 
The Department intends to offer a single competitive grant award of up to $200,000 each 
year beginning with Fiscal Year 2011. The selected applicant will administer the Program 
under an agreement with the Department to fulfill the intent of 2010 Iowa Acts, House 
File 2525, Section 24 and as described below. 

 
Background 

During the 2010 legislative session, an appropriation was made of not more than 
$200,000 annually from the Solid Waste Alternatives Program beginning July 1, 2010 and 
ending June 30, 2014 for the purpose of awarding a grant each year to one organization 
for administration of the Beautification Grant Assistance Program. The purpose of this 
Program is to provide public education and awareness designed to reduce littering and 
illegal dumping and assist with community beautification projects. 

 
Grant Opportunity Information 

Eligibility: 
A Beautification Grant award may be made to one organization that does all of the 
following: 

1. Assists communities and organizations in cleanup and beautification projects; 
2. Conducts research to assist in the understanding of reasons for littering and 

illegal dumping; 
3. Administers anti-littering and beautification education programs; and 
4. Increases public awareness of the cost of littering and illegal dumping. 

 
Grant Funds: 

The selected applicant shall expend grants funds in the following manner: 
1. Expend not more than fifty percent (50%) of grant funds for public education 

and awareness initiatives designed to reduce litter and illegal dumping. 
2. Expend not more than fifty percent (50%) of grant funds for a community 

partnership program designed to support community beautification projects in 
communities with a population of 5,000 or fewer. 

 



 

 

Selected Applicant: 
The selected applicant shall: 

1. enter into a written agreement with the Department; 
2. provide a written report to the Department no later than July 31, 2012 detailing 

the expenditure of all moneys and the results achieved through the expenditure of 
the grant moneys; 

3. develop application materials, application evaluation criteria, establish an 
application review and selection committee, and other materials necessary to 
effectively administer community beautification projects; and 

4. enter into formal written agreements with local community beautification project 
sponsors. 

 
Application Submission and Deadline 

Applicant must complete all requested information. An original and three (3) copies of the 
double-sided application and appropriate attachments shall be received by the 
Department no later than 4:00pm on April 1, 2011. Applications received after the 
deadline will not be considered.  No faxed or emailed applications will be accepted. Please 
be aware that the Environmental Protection Commission approval is required prior to the 
Department entering into an agreement with the selected applicant.  
 

Departmental Contact: 
Application questions and completed applications should be directed to: 

Tom Anderson     tom.anderson@dnr.iowa.gov 
Executive Officer II     515-281-8623 
Environmental Services Division 
Department of Natural Resources 
502 E. Ninth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa  50319-0034 

 
Application Evaluation 

Applications will be reviewed through use of a 100 point evaluation criteria system.  To 
receive the highest number of points, applicants must follow the instructions and be 
thorough in their descriptions and application attachments.  Applicants receiving the 
highest number of points will be considered for award.  Applicants that fail to address all 
criteria or fail to meet eligibility requirements will not receive consideration. 

 
The Department reserves the right to waive minor informalities in applications, to offer 
partial funding for project requests, to reject any and all applications, to evaluate 
alternative methods or applications, and to award this contract to the applicant believed 
to be most advantageous to the Department and the State of Iowa. 

 
 



 

 

APPLICATION COVER SHEET 
 

Solid Waste Alternatives Program (SWAP) 
 

Beautification Grant Assistance Program 
 

Applicant Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

Mailing Address (If different): 

PO Box: 

City/State/Zip: 

Contact Person: 

Telephone Number: 

Fax Number: 

E-mail: 

 

Signature: 

 

Title: 

 

Date: 

 

 
 
 



 

 

APPLICATION NARRATIVE 
 

Solid Waste Alternatives Program (SWAP) 
 

Beautification Grant Assistance Program 
 

 
Applicant Name:             
 
Note: The Department may request additional information from applicants prior to final selection. 
 
The Application 
 
Applications should be double-sided.  One (1) original and three (3) copies of 
the application must be received by the Department no later than 4:00 PM 
on April 1, 2011 to be considered for participation in this grant opportunity.  To 
qualify, applications must provide detailed responses to the following. 

 
1.) Experience in providing assistance to communities and organizations 

in developing and implementing cleanup and community 
beautification projects. Provide examples. 

 
2.) Experience in conducting research to assist in the understanding of 

reasons for littering and illegal dumping. Provide examples. 
 

3.) Experience in administering anti-littering and beautification 
education programs. Provide examples 

 
4.) Experience in conducting public awareness of the cost of littering and 

illegal dumping. Provide examples. 
 

5.)  Budget – provide an anticipated budget with associated narrative for 
administering the Beautification Grant Assistance Program. 

 
6.) Outline of achievable and desired projects to be implemented during 

Fiscal Year 2012. 


