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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In 2005, in order to provide for continued outreach and resources to the citizens of Iowa, 
the Iowa General Assembly amended Iowa Code Chapter 462A.52 to increase boat 
registration fees for all types of watercraft, to change the registration cycle, and to begin 
requiring the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to report on increased 
revenues and how they are expended until December 31, 2013. This is the fifth such 
annual report with fiscal year 2011 the second year in the new 3-year cycle for boater 
registration funds.  This report includes data for FY11 and estimates for the upcoming 
two years of the cycle compared to the base year in 2006. 
 
The increased fees are required to be used to control the spread of aquatic invasive 
species, the administration of enforcement of navigation laws and for water safety upon 
the inland waters of the state. The mandate required the Department to submit a report to 
the General Assembly by December 31 of each year beginning in 2007.  It was directed 
that the report contain, but is not limited to, summarizing the activities of the Department 
on: 
 

1. Administering and enforcing programs to control aquatic invasive species 
2. Administering and enforcing navigation laws and water safety 
3. Amount of revenues collected as a result of fee increases 
4. Detail of how the revenues were expended 
5. Amount and source of all other funds expended 
6. Detail of how the funds were expended 
7. The amount and source of other funds expended for the above purposes. 

 
Revenues: Comparisons and projections 
 
When boat fees were increased in the 2005 legislative session, the registration period also 
was changed from two years to three years. For planning purposes, the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources must now plan revenues over three years.  
 

Table 1 
Previous Revenues Under Two-year Registration Periods 

 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06 
Boat fees  $2,563,493  $372,481  $2,611,295      $387,908 

Federal match      $1,298,443   $1,296,070      $1,411,585     $1,533,266 
Total 
Revenues $3,861,936 $1,668,551 $4,022,880 $1,921,174

 
Boat fees generated an average of $1,483,794 per year (see Table 1) during the last four 
years of the two-year registration cycle. With fee increases and the last three years of 
actual record (09,10 and 11), boat fees average $2,481,318 per year under the three-year 
registration cycle. Fiscal Year 2010 was the start of the second three-year registration 
cycle since the fee increase. 
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Table 2 

Collected Revenues, FY2010 and FY2011 with estimated revenues in 2013  

 FY10 
(Collected) 

FY 11 
 (Collected) 

FY12 
(Estimated) 3-Years of  Revenue 

Boat fees $6,144,334 $899,714 $399,906 $7,443,954
Federal 
match $1,491,627 $1,620,453 $1,526,664 $4,638,744
Total 
Revenues $7,635,961    $2,520,167 $1,926,570 $12,082,698
   
Looking at the past three years of collected annual revenue (FY09-FY11) the average 
increase of boat fees is $997,524 in additional state revenue per year over the base year.  
Over  the current three-year cycle (FY10-12) an estimated average total of $4,027,566 is 
available to expend per year in state and federal monies on boating related activities 
eligible to be funded from the boat registration fees.  Federal funds include the safety and 
education portion and motorboat access portion from the Federal Aid in Sport Fish 
Restoration program, and Aquatic Invasive Species matching funds. 
 
Expenditures: Comparisons and Projections 
 
For the purposes of this report, the final year under the previous fee structure, fiscal year 
2006, will be the baseline year to measure future years’ expenditures. The state salary 
adjustment each year will be added to the baseline figure, so current programs remain 
sustainable 

Table 3  
General Expenditure Categories 

 Base FY 06 FY 11 
Printing      $60,274 $59,480
Boat Safety *$2,036,904 *$2,146,428 
Boat 
infrastructure 
maintenance/mgt 

$749,406 $945,207

Aquatic Invasive 
Species     $164,556 $489,508

Water Trails and 
Dam Safety $10,410 $201,044

Boater Education $0 $196,793
Total 
Expenditures $3,021,550 $4,038,460

*Includes the coded boating time of full time officers and the time of seasonal water patrol officers, and 
associated expenses.  See Tables 9 and 10. 
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Table 4 
Expenditure Comparison to FY06 (baseline) to FY11 

 FY06 FY11 
Increase over 
baseline year

     
Aquatic Invasive Species program $164,556 $489,508 $324,952
  
Expanded Enforcement & Safety programs   
Water Patrol Officers (temporary/seasonal) *$0 $144,600 $144,600
Patrol Boats $65,182 $0 $(65,182)
Boater Education program $196,793 $196,793
Water Trails & Dam Public Hazard program $10,410 $201,044 $190,634
  
Enforcement and safety devoted to boating and 
navigation $1,971,722 $2,001,828 $30,106

**Boating recreation and safety infrastructure 
maintenance and management $749,405 $945,207 $195,802

  
Printing expenditures $60,274 $59,480 $(794.00)
    
Total $3,021,549 $4,038,460 $1,016,911
 
*Water patrol officers in FY06 were included in the “baseline enforcement and safety devoted to boating 
and navigation.”  This report starts tracking WPO additions starting in FY07.  Please see the note for Table 
3. 
**Neither the Law Enforcement Bureau nor the Fisheries Bureau has land management or maintenance 
capacity. The Wildlife Bureau manages and maintains state motor boat access areas, boat ramps, and docks 
in cooperation with the other bureaus.   Note that 75% of the total is Federal Aid in Sport Fish Motorboat 
Access funds. 

Table 5 
Expenditure Comparison to FY06 

(baseline) to FY11 
FY06 FY11 Totals 

$3,021,550 $4,038,460 Expenditures 
   

 $1,016,911
Increase over 
baseline year 

   

 

+$19,976 

Comparison to 
$996,935 
average 
increase 
required by 
code 

 
Over the first five years of the increase authorized by the 2005 legislation, the department 
has spent over the target increase by +$1,550,006. 
 
More detailed reporting of program-level expenses follow in this report. 
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• Sampled water for zebra mussel veligers in Clear Lake, Rathbun Lake, the Mississippi, 
Wapsipinicon, Maquoketa, Cedar, Iowa, Shell Rock, Des Moines, and Little Sioux 
Rivers, and Milford Creek 

• Documented Asian carp in tributaries and lakes within the Little Sioux River Basin as a 
result of Missouri River flooding 

• Supported Iowa State University study of Clear L 
• Purchased equipment for DNR Fisheries management stations to prevent the spread of 

AIS during operations 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species Program Personnel and Activities 
 
A Natural Resources Biologist has coordinated the DNR-AIS since 2000, and a 
permanent, full-time Natural Resources Technician was added in October 2006.  During 
the summer of 2011, 3 Natural Resources Aides conducted watercraft inspections and 2 
Natural Resources Aides surveyed waterbodies for AIS across the state.  That was a 
decrease from 16 Natural Resources Aides and 3 Water Patrol Officers conducting 
inspections in 2010 and resembled staffing prior to the summer of 2007 when the DNR-
AIS only hired 2-3 seasonal employees who split their time between watercraft 
inspections and AIS surveys.  Six Student Conservation Association interns supported by 
a Dickinson Clean Water Alliance Grant and the Okoboji Protective Association assisted 
with watercraft inspections 3 days per week in Dickinson County in 2011. Watercraft 
inspectors discussed inspecting watercraft for AIS with operators from May through 
September 2011.  They collected information on AIS presence and location, watercraft 
type and state of registration, number of people, last and next waterbody visited, and 
operator familiarity with Eurasian watermilfoil, brittle naiad, zebra mussels, Asian carp, 
and Iowa’s AIS law.  Trailer stickers reminding boaters to prevent the spread of AIS were 
given to each operator after inspection.  The table below summarizes the watercraft 
inspection effort of the DNR-AIS prior to receiving boat registration funds (2006), during 
full staffing (2010), and in 2011. 

Table 6 

tercraft n 
DNR-AIS staff supported several partnerships and working groups in FY11: 
• Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Task Force 
• Mississippi River Basin Panel on ANS 
• Missouri River ANS Work Group 
• Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA) Invasive Species Committee (Vice Chair) 
• AFWA Biofuels Work Group 
• National Invasive Species Awareness Week (Steering Committee Member) 
• Management and Control Plan for  Asian Carps in the Unites States Implementation Team  
• Midwest Invasive Plant Network 
• Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference (Planning Committee Member) 

 Watercraft Inspection Efforts 
 2006 2010 2011 
Seasonal Employees 3 PT 19 FT 3 FT, 6 PT 
Watercraft Inspected 791 7,314 3,644 
Personal Contacts 2,350 21,076 9,714 
Waterbodies 16 71 16 
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• Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference (Arrangements Chair, Symposium Co-Sponsor) 
• Mississippi River Mussel Coordination Team 
• Iowa Wildlife Action Plan Wildlife Adaptive Management Work Group 
• Iowa DNR Climate Change Strategic Plan Steering Committee 
• Iowa DNR Farm Bill Working Group 
• Iowa DNR Diversity Action Taskforce 
• Iowa Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (President Elect) 
• Women’s Conservation Learning Circles 

During the summer of 2011, the DNR-AIS again partnered with the Iowa Great Lakes 
Water Safety Council and the lake protective associations on a volunteer watercraft 
inspection program.  The program was designed to supplement efforts of DNR seasonal 
staff who conduct watercraft inspections at boat ramps on Dickinson County lakes.  The 
DNR-AIS provided training and supplies for the volunteers.  Iowa Lakeside Laboratory 
appointed a coordinator for volunteers to contact to schedule their times and locations.  
The number of volunteers has declined annually since the program began in 2008. 

Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach Materials 
 
The DNR-AIS has different types of outreach materials targeting boaters and anglers in 
Iowa.  In addition to signs posted at all boat access sites and information on the Iowa 
DNR website, the following informational materials were distributed during watercraft 
inspections, to all Iowa DNR Fisheries regional and field offices, during the Iowa State 
Fair, at state and county parks and nature centers, at businesses (e.g., marinas, bait shops, 
sporting good stores), and at presentations and field days. 
 
• Help Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers brochure 
• Zap the Zebra brochure 
• AIS identification cards 
• Keep a Lookout for New Invasive Aquatic Plants in the Midwest flyer 
• Don’t Dump Your Bait posters 
• 2011 Iowa Fishing Regulations booklet 
• Handbook of Iowa Boating Laws and Responsibilities 
• Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers tattoos,  koozies, sun kits 
• Spirit Lake, East Okoboji, West Okoboji boaters’ maps with car wash locations 
 
The DNR-AIS also provided information through 14 billboards posted along interstate 
and state highways near high-use and infested waterbodies in Iowa.  The DNR-AIS has 
increased the number of billboards it has leased annually since 2007.  Banners with one 
of the billboard images were displayed near boat ramps in areas of the state without 
billboards and at outdoor events. 
 
Exhibits at the 2011 Iowa State Fair included a banner, live Asian carp, and Eurasian 
watermilfoil, brittle naiad, and zebra mussel specimens. 
 
Statewide audiences were targeted with news releases regarding new AIS discoveries in 
Iowa, volunteer opportunities within the Iowa DNR, and before the Memorial Day and 
July 4th holidays.  DNR-AIS staff were also interviewed for radio programs, television 
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In FY11, the DNR-AIS purchased 32 fyke nets for four DNR fisheries management and 
research stations with known AIS infestations within their districts.  These nets provide a 
second set of sampling gear for field crews so one set can be cleaned and dried 
completely before being used in another waterbody.  The DNR-AIS also purchased filters 
for DNR fish hatcheries on the Mississippi River and Rathbun Lake to help eliminate 
zebra mussels and veligers from hatchery ponds and from water loaded into distribution 
trucks. 

Table 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Expenditures 
 FY06 FY11 
Personnel $85,234 $264,986 
Travel Expenses $4,915 $16,965 
State Vehicle Operation  $3,281 $19,114 
Office Supplies $399 $794 
Facility Maintenance Supplies $26 $2,184 
Equipment Maintenance Supplies $2,936 $3,820 
Ag Supplies $42,751 $58,688 
Other Supplies $100 $3,735 
Printing $477 $4,860 
Uniforms $455 $327 
Postage $536 $248 
Communications $651 $723 
Rentals $0 $0 
Professional Services $0 $4,838 
Outside Services $595 $2,210 
Advertising/Publishing $11,390 $38,777 
Reimbursement $0 $24 
Equipment $1,042 $30,890 
Indirects $9,768 $36,325 
Total $164,556 $489,508 
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Table 8 
Law Enforcement Boating Activities 

Calendar Year*  Totals 
2006  
Navigation Contacts  40,033 
Navigation Citations  1,941 
Special Events Patrolled  908 
Accident Investigations  60 
Boat Iowa Classes Taught  57 
Boater Education Hours  3,150 
Navigation Enforcement Hours  31,349 
 
2011 
Navigation Contacts  26,692 
Navigation Citations  1,584 
Special Events Patrolled  200 
Accident Investigations  38 
Boat Iowa Classes Taught  18 
Boater Education Hours  3,155 
Navigation Enforcement Hours  32,053 

 
*Law Enforcement Boating Activities are tabulated on a calendar year while the remainder of 
this report is based on a Fiscal year. 
 
Full-Time Conservation Officers     
 
Full- time conservation officers spend twenty three percent of their time working on 
navigation related activities.   The chart below lists navigation, boating and aquatic invasive 
species-related coded expenditures of full time officers. 
 

Table 9 
Expenditures for Full-Time Officers 

 FY06 FY 11 

Personnel  *$1,366,842 $1,405,564 
Officer Retirements  $73,986 $0 
Vehicle Depreciation $240,916 $268,661 
In State Travel  $54,495 $46,746 
Communications  $30,509 $32,413 
Indirects  $204,974 $248,444 
Totals  $1,971,722 $2,001,828 

*WPO base costs are included in year FY06.  WPO increases are tracked separately in subsequent years in 
Table 11.  
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local governments, and field staff. This fiscal year, the water trails program completed a 
Lower Cedar River map and guide, its ninth “Expedition and Fishing Guide” for whole 
river systems. These maps contain angling information, dam, and boat launch locations. 
Printing is paid for cooperatively with the fisheries bureau, and the brochure maps are 
being disseminated in cooperation with Iowa Welcome Centers, county conservation 
boards, state parks, and fish hatcheries.  
 
  



 
Proj
Law
 
The p
the 7-
Maqu
Dam 
becam
incre
per d
summ
offici
and f
Land
litter 
condu
fields
and o
and a
many
timef
kayak
Iowa 
office
 
 
Wha
listen
series
down
devel
consi
mana
Code
liveri
summ
litter,
 
 
Resu
reduc
conse
the pu
have 
progr
shallo

ect exampl
w Enforcem

problem: , P
-mile segme
uoketa River
to Pictured 

me tantamou
ased to more

day on the we
mer of 2008,
ials conducte
first response
downers were

on their land
uct rescues t
s. Litter, pub
operating wh
alcohol use le
y Iowans wh
frame, appro
king, and inn
manual, wit

ers who have

at was done:
n to how co
s of ideas fo
n with more 
loping defin
idered. Law 
agement plan
e Chapter 46
ies to find 
mer weekend
, and furnish

ults: Traffic 
ced to man
ervation offi
ublic have e
thanked th

ress, landow
ow water pat

le: The Ma
ment Challe

Public safety
ent of the 
r from Mon-
Rocks Park 

unt as usage 
e than 1,000
eekends. In t
 county and 
ed 37 river r
e operations.
e concerned 
d and the ne
through their
blic intoxicat
hile intoxicat
ed to conflic

ho otherwise 
oaches and co
nertubing riv
th significan
e encountere

: The Nation
mmunity an

or physical c
public input

ned areas for
enforcemen

n included re
61A.4 – for 
parking for

ds. Liveries 
hed dumpster

bottlenecks
nageable le
icials now h
expressed gra
he Conserva

wners and oth
trol and first

aquoketa R
enges to Im

y on 

-Maq 

 users 
the 
state 

rescue 
. 
about 
ed to 
r 
tion, 
ted after a tri
cts, including
would like t
ode for man
ver segments
nt input from
ed these type

nal Park Serv
nd neighbors
changes and 
t. Solutions 
r people to p
nt efforts on
equiring con
all five live

r their patro
also receive
rs under the 

s, littering, 
vels during

have a more 
atitude. Peop
ation Board
her commun
t response bo

 22

River Wate
mprove Exp

ip became se
g assaults. T
to enjoy a hi
aging proble
s were writte

m law enforce
es of issues.

vice was inv
s viewed pr
focused law
included red

park, walk, a
n the river an
ncessionaire 
eries in Jone
ons at locat
d and distrib
concessiona

rescues, an
g the summ

effective co
ple in the Jon

d for “givin
nity members
oat.   

r Trail – A
periences fo

erious proble
The atmosphe
ighly scenic 
ems related t
en in the Dev
ement, state 

vited to cond
roblems. Tho
w enforceme
designing th
and to land 
nd at the ac
agreements 
es County. T
tions other 
buted mesh b
aire agreeme

nd the need 
mer of 201
ommunicatio
nes County 

ng them the
s donated $1

Addressing 
or Iowans 

ems. Parking
ere became a
river. Durin
to popular ca
veloping Wa
parks, and c

duct a series 
ose initial id
nt, which w
e launch and
canoes. Traf

ccess were s
– as require
The agreem
than public 
bags to patr

ents.  

to write c
11. Livery 
on structure.
and surroun
eir river ba
13,000 to he

 

g jam-ups 
a barrier for 

ng the same 
anoeing, 
ater Trails in
county 

of sessions t
deas led to 

were narrowe
d landing an
ffic flow wa
tepped up. A

ed under Iow
ments require

accesses o
ons to reduc

itations wer
owners an

. Members o
ding countie

ack.”  Seein
elp purchase 

n 

to 
a 

ed 
nd 
as 
A 

wa 
ed 
on 
ce 

re 
nd 
of 
es 
ng 

a 



 
Proj
Add
 
Resu

 

 
 

ect exampl
ressing Law

ults (continu

le (continu
w Enforcem

ued):  

ued): The M
ment Chal

 

 23

Maquoketa 
llenges to Im

River Wat
mprove Ex

Acce
using
acce
landi
lining
peop
belon
Incre
prese
offici
beha
takeo
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ter Trail – 
xperiences 

 
D
an
tra
ad
fo
w
sh
ga
be
ro
 

esses were 
g donated cu
essible and w
ing capacity
g sides crea
ple to sit 
ngings out 
eased law 
ence, primar
als, resulted

avior on the r
out. 

for Iowans

efined parkin
nd circular 
affic flow 
dded space 

or people 
waiting for a 
huttle ride to 
ather without 
eing on 
oadways. 

constructe
ut stone to b
with additiona
. Flat stone

ate places fo
and plac

of the way
enforcemen

rily by count
d in change
iver and at th

s 

g 

ed 
be 
al 
es 
or 
ce 
y. 
nt 
ty 

ed 
he 



 
In 20
statew
mana
much
docum
 

W

W

 
Low

008, the Iowa
wide plans fo
aged by Iowa 
 of the work

ments below w

Water Trails

Water Trail
M

w-head Da

a Legislature
r water trails 
DNR staff, w

k. The plan b
were complet

 
s Statewide

 

 
 

s Develop
Manual 

 

 
 

m Mitigatio

Plan

e appropriate
and low-head
ith Iowa State
began with i
ted in 2010-2

e Plan 

 

ment 

 

on Plan 

 24

s complete

ed $200,000 
d dams via Io
e University’s
nput from te
011. 

 
Half of Iowa
2009. This p
vision, broad
the input of 
citizens. It
experiences 
and interpret
sport recre
experiencing
encouraging
embrace hea
Strategies a
to provide t
resources. 
 

 
This compa
developers 
engagement
construction 
trail. The “n
infrastructure
their waterw
about it. Stra
problems th
are include
managers to
scale for the
ways to infi
plants likely 
 

 
This plan foc
hazards, bio
structural as
head dams
projects). Su
and the ge
limited resou
problems wh

ed 

and instruct
owa Code Ch
 landscape a
ns of thousa

a’s population
plan serves th
d strategies, 
key stakeho

t focuses 
through a 

tation.  Recom
eation throu
g Iowa’s hi
g wildlife watc
althy and cha

are actively b
he highest le

anion manua
from incep

t, to solid 
and ongoing

uts and bolts
e, signage, lo

way, and way
ategies for de
at arise in he
ed. Concept
oward durabl
e activities be
iltrate storm 
to survive. 

cused on solu
ological cons
ssociated wi
s (now 174
urveys of the

eneral popula
urces toward
hile maximizin

ted Iowa DN
hapter 464A. 
rchitecture pr

ands of Iowa

n visited a riv
hose Iowans 
and action st
lders and a 
on enhan

blend of imp
mmendations
gh pedal-pa
story throug
ching, and h

allenging on-w
being impleme
evel of servic

al guides loc
ption, throug

plans, an
g programmi
s” of a water
ocal people w
ys to let other
ealing with law
eavily used r
t illustration
le accesses 

eing encourag
water and p

utions to recr
straints, flood
th Iowa’s 17

4, after rece
e owners of d
ation were u
 projects tha

ng benefits.  

NR to develo
The effort wa
rogram leadin
ans. The thre

ver corridor 
by developin
teps based o
broad array o
cing divers

proved acces
s include mult
addle routes
gh its rivers
helping Iowan
water activities
ented in orde
ce with limite

cal water tra
gh communit
nd finally t
ng of a wate
r trail include

who care abou
r people kno
w enforcemen
river segment
s lead lan
of appropriat

ged, along wit
planting nativ

eational safet
d issues, an
77 aging low
ent mitigatio
dams, anglers
used to targe
at most reduc

op 
as 
ng 
ee 

in 
ng 
on 
of 
se 
ss 
ti-
s, 
s, 
ns 
s. 
er 
ed 

ail 
ty 
to 
er 
es 
ut 
w 
nt 
ts 

nd 
te 
th 
ve 

ty 
nd 
w-
on 
s, 
et 
ce 



 25

Staffing 
 
The river programs coordinator is responsible for overall program direction, which in the 
current fiscal year involved statewide plan development, collaborating on river survey, 
assessment, and design work with DNR Engineering, and technical assistance provided to 
external dam owners. A construction technician continues to plan, develop, and maintain 
warning signage plans and portage trails, including launches and landings, around these 
dams. The construction technician also advises other communities on similar projects. A 
seasonal helped conduct river assessment field work and coordinate water trail 
designations. Half of one FTE’s time focuses on leading river survey and assessment 
work at low-head dams. The other half of this position focuses on the Protected Water 
Areas program, a land conservation program along rivers, and is not within the purview 
of this report. 
 
Iowa DNR owns or manages seven major low-head dams on navigable streams. River 
programs staff updated signage plans according to the new hazard signage manual, 
installed signs, and maintain portages at these dams in FY2011. 
 

Table 13 
Expenditures for Water Trails & Dam Safety 

 FY06 FY11 
Personnel $7,572 $144,837 
Travel Expenses $1,038 $2,496 
State Vehicle Operation & 
Depreciation $8,314 
Office Supplies & IT Hardware $2,477 
Facility Maintenance Supplies $6,704 
Equipment Maintenance Supplies $1,296 
Other Supply (training programs 
equipment, safety education & 
outreach materials) $5,785 
Print and binding $1,800 $575 
Uniforms $249 
Postage $5 
Communications $3,009 
Rentals $370 
Outside services $2,186 
Reimbursement & ITS Reimbursement $749 
Equipment Inventoriable  $413 
Equipment Non Inventoriable $0 
Indirects $21,580  
  
Total $10,410 $201,044  
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Program outlook 
  
Statewide plans have resulted in a more sensible local planning framework for water 
trails and low-head dams. For local entities, this will result in lower-maintenance projects 
with increased local ownership in water trails. Statewide, this will result in a more robust 
and easy-to-understand navigational system. As numbers of recreational users increase, 
increasing focus on managing the experiences for all Iowans – from young to old – will 
become more important than ever. Training programs focusing on trained individuals 
leading programs, safe livery operations, and increasing availability of American Canoe 
Association courses offered throughout the state will also be important responses to 
increasing interest in river recreation.  
 

Table 14 

 
Hazard mitigation via removal or modification at several dams, including the lower dam 
in Charles City, the Vernon Springs Dam on the Turkey River, a dam/crossing on the 
Yellow River, the Klondike Dam in Lyon County, and the River Valley Park Dam in 
Ames, are all expected to either be removed and/or converted to rapids in 2010-2011. The 
statewide plan for low-head dams will be released in the winter of 2010.  
 

Local Water Trails, Snapshot as of June 30, 2011 
Designated Under Development 

  
Boone River WT (Hamilton)  Cedar River WT (Blackhawk) 
Cedar Valley Paddlers Trail (Blackhawk)  Grand River WT (Decatur)  
Des Moines River WT (Boone) Lizard Creek WT (Webster)  
Des Moines River WT (Polk)  Maquoketa River WT (Jackson)  
Des Moines River WT (Webster) North Skunk River WT (Jasper)  
Iowa River WT (Hardin) Turkey River WT (Clayton)  
Iowa River WT (Johnson)  Turkey River WT (Fayette)  
Iowa River WT (Louisa)  Upper Iowa River WT (Allamakee)  
Lower Des Moines River WT (Van Buren)  Upper Iowa River WT (Howard)  
Maquoketa River WT (Jones) Upper Iowa River WT (Winneshiek)  
Middle/South River WT (Dallas) West Fork Des Moines River WT  (Emmet)  
Middle/South River WT (Guthrie) Yellow River WT (Allamakee)  
North Raccoon River WT (Calhoun) Maquoketa River WT (Manchester area) 
North Raccoon River WT (Carroll)   
North Raccoon River WT (Dallas)    
North Raccoon River WT (Greene)    
North Raccoon River WT (Sac)   
Odessa WT (Louisa)   
Wapsipinicon River WT (Buchanan)    
Wapsipinicon River WT (Clinton)   
West Nishnabotna River WT (Pottawattamie 
County)  
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Before providing additional funds or other resources are committed for new water trails, 
action steps for 1) implementing the new statewide plan guidelines for signage and other 
water trail elements and 2) prioritizing future water trails, will be the initial focus.  
 

Table 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition to the 638 miles of state-designated water trails, the program staff are working 
with local communities on 846 miles of additional water trails under active development 
in 25 counties. The program has focused on implementing statewide plans in both 
designated and future water trails, which includes updating to a comprehensive 
navigational signage system based on river mileage. This solves jurisdictional issues as 
well as simplifies highway signage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Trails and Dam Safety At A Glance 
 2006 2010 
Total number of individual water trails with state 
designation, to date 0 17 

Miles of water trails designated 0 638 
Number of low-head dams with standard warning 
signage, to date 2 38 

Dam-related deaths, calendar year 2 2 
Number of maintained portage trails around low-
head dams completed, to date 2 30 

Number of low-head dams modified or removed for 
safety purposes, to date 0 4 
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Addendum A--Wildlife Bureau Management and 
Maintenance of Boating Accesses Areas 

Badger Creek Recreation Area 1 
Badger Creek Recreation Area 2 
Badger Lake 
Barringer Slough Wildlife Area 
Bartlett Access 
Bel Aire Access & Outlet 
Big Sioux River Complex 
Black Hawk Wildlife Area 
Blackhawk Bottoms  
Blue Lake 
Bluebird Access 
Brighton Access 
Browns Lake 
Center Lake Complex 
Christopherson Slough Complex 
Clear Lake Wildlife Unit 
Cliffland Access 
Cone Marsh 
Dakota City Access 
Dan Green Slough 
Deer Island Wildlife Area 
Des Moines River Access 
Dewey’s Pasture Complex 
Diamond Lake 
Edgewater Beach 
Elk Creek Marsh 
Elk Lake Wetland Complex 
English River Access 
Eveland Access 
Five Island Lake 
Fogle Lake 1 
Fogle Lake 2 
Fogle Lake  3 
Gitchie Manitou 
Goose Lake 
Grand River Wildlife Unit 1 
Grand River Wildlife Unit 2 
Great Lakes Wildlife Unit 



 35

Hales Slough 
Hamburg – Mitchell Access 
Hardfish Access 
Hawthorn Wildlife Area 
Ingham-High Wetland Complex 
Iowa Lake 1 
Iowa Lake 2 
Iowa Lake Access 3 
Kettleson Hogsback Complex 
Klum Lake 
Lake Cornelia Access 
Lake Icaria 
Lake Icaria Wildlife Area 1 
Lake Icaria Wildlife Area 2 
Lake Sugema 1 
Lake Sugema 2 
Little Clear Lake 
Little River 
Little Sioux Wildlife Area 
Little Storm Lake 
Lizard Lake 
Lower Hamburg Bend 
MacCoon Access 
McKain Access 
Meadow Lake 1 
Meadow Lake 2 
Miami Lake Access 
Middle Decatur Bend 
Mississippi River Islands 
Missouri River Wildlife Unit 
Morse Lake 
Mount Ayr Wildlife Area 1 
Mount Ayr Wildlife Area 2 
Nishnabotna Wildlife Unit 
Odessa Wildlife Area 
Orleans Access 
Pickerel Lake 
Prairie Lakes Wildlife Unit 
Rainbow Bend Access 
Rand Access 
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Rathbun Wildlife Area 
Rathbun Wildlife Unit 
Red Cedar Access 
Redwing Access 
Rice Lake Wildlife Area 
Riverton Wildlife Area 
Rock Creek Island Preserve 
Rock-Sioux Access 
Round Lake Wildlife Area 
Rubio Access 
Rush Lake 
Selma Access 
Shidepoke Access 
Silver Lake 
Silver Lake Complex 
Skunk River Access  
Skunk River Wildlife Area 
Snyder Bend 
South Skunk River Access 
South Twin Lake 
Spirit Lake Access 
Sugema Wildlife Unit 
Tama Beach Access 
Thayer Pond Recreation 
Three Mile Lake 
Three Mile Wildlife Area 1 
Three Mile Wildlife Area 2 
Tieville Bend 
Turkey Run Access 
Turtle Bend Wildlife Area 
Tuttle Lake Wetland Complex 
Twelve Mile Lake 
Tyson Bend 
Union Mills Access 
Upper Decatur Bend 
Virgin Lake 
Washta Access 
Weedland Access 
West Fork Access 
West Swan Lake 
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White Horse Access 
Wiese Slough Wildlife Area 
Williamson Pond 
Willow Slough 
Willows Access 
Winnebago Bend 1 
Winnebago Bend 2 

 
 
 

Addendum B—MFT 2011 Expenditure Report 
 

Project Name Federal  MFT Other   
Total 
Expense 

    
Water Trails Program $5,587 $233,174 $238,761
Construction Services Transfer 
Operations $134,216 $134,216
County Cost Share Projects $35,202 $35,202
County Cost Share Projects-cost shared  $23,292 $23,292 $46,584
MFT FEMA-FLOOD OF 08-DR1763 $26,113 $235,017 $261,130
MFT Small/Misc Projects $3,750 $3,750
Minor Projects-Cost Shared  $53,957 $53,957 $107,914
Honey Creek Resort-Boat Ramp, Riprap, 
and Marina $189,084 $147,870 $336,954
Okoboji-Hwy 9 modern restroom $67,587 $67,587 $135,175
Emerson Bay Boat Ramp Restroom $66,924 $66,924 $133,847
Ventura/Lynn Lorenzen 
Restroom/Parking $41,719 $41,719 $83,437
Lake Macbride Ramp Restroom/Septic $87,915 $87,915 $175,829
Brushy Creek-SE Boat Ramp Restroom $8,365 $8,365 $16,729
Lake MacBride Circle Point Ramp RR $150 $150 $300
Geode Main Boat Ramp Restroom $9,155 $9,155 $18,310
Red Rock/Elk Rock Access Platform 
&Docks $14,318 $14,318 $28,636
Red Rock/Elk Rock Ramp Restroom $125 $125 $250
Ramp & Access Renovation General $12,467 $12,467
Honey Creek State Park-Rip Rap $51,522 $51,522 $103,045
Law Enforcement and State Park Boat 
Purchases $335,916 $335,916
**Lost Grove Lake Dam Construction $459,956 $0 $459,956
    
Total Marine Fuel Tax $1,079,655 $1,353,736 $235,017   $2,668,408

 
**This number represents expenses to date for Lost Grove Lake Dam Construction.  Funds 
contracted to this project had not drawn from Marine Fuel Tax at the closing of June 30, 2011 
although construction was underway.  
 
  


