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Boulders are being placed and grouted in the first
dam mitigation project that promotes in-water
recreation as a primary objective. It will reduce the
height of the dam by three feet, and create several
drop and wave features throughout downtown
Charles City on the Cedar River designed to be a
recreational attraction. Fish passage will be
incorporated at each drop structure.

A related trail project will extend surface trails
along the tops of the banks, and fishing access for
people with disabilities will be incorporated. A new
boat ramp below the whitewater area is nearly
complete. The banks are also changing significantly
with flat boulders being incorporated as seating and landscaping along the banks.

The project was designed by Colorado firm Recreational Engineering and Planning. The low-head dam
public hazard program administered by lowa DNR river programs is a significant funder, along with lowa
Great Places and the Vision lowa program.



