
The IDNR’s interactive mapping is a great re-
source for paddlers.  You can find out where all 
the accesses and dams are on a stretch of river 
you are planning to paddle.  You can also deter-
mine actual river miles between accesses, and 
much more.

You can also zoom in and out by changing 
the pick scale anytime you want.

You can move the map around by using the 
pan map tool—click on the hand and then 
click and drag on the map to find the area 
you want to view.

By clicking the zoom in and 
zoom out you can expand 
or contract your range. 

The zoom last takes you 
back to the previous zoom, 
and the zoom full actually 
zooms out to the maximum 
range.

Access interactive mapping by going to 
http://www.iowadnr.com/mapping/index.html  ¬1

Click on the Recreation Map link on the 
IDNR Interactive Mapping page.¬2

Click the zoom in tool then 
click and drag a box around 
the area you are interested in.¬3

Getting Started



By clicking a folder in the legend on 
the left you will see the variety of 
layers that you can apply to the map.  
The folder Boating/ Canoeing will 
be most useful to paddlers; however, 
there are other folders which you 
might find beneficial as well.  It’s 
worth spending a few minutes look-
ing at what is available.

If you want to view the layers lo-
cated in the folder, put a check in the 
square box next to the name of the 
layer—you can view multiple layers 
simultaneously.  

By clicking the id map tool and then clicking a symbol on the map that corre-
sponds to the active layer selected in the legend, you can learn its identification 
information.  In the example below, the active layer is “Dams”.  

Symbol of active layer.

Understanding the 
Legend

Viewing the Layers

Selecting the round radial button next 
to the square makes the layer active.    
You can only have one layer active at a 
time.



Calculating 
Distance & Area

  The area surround-
ed by the solid red 
and dotted red lines 
is also being calcu-
lated as you click.

To measure the distance of a 
stretch of river, click on the 
Meas D&A tool.

¬1

Click on your starting point until 
a red dot appears.  Continue click-
ing along the length of river you 
want to measure, and notice that 
with each click, the total number 
of miles is being calculated in the 
display that appeared when you 
marked your starting point.  

This display will continue to calcu-
late the miles with each click. 

¬2

When you are finished with your 
measuring, or if you want to start 
over, click the clear select tool. ¬3

  Checking the layer in the 
legend titled floatable river 
will give you distances be-
tween access points in blue 
numbers.  In the example 
here the distance between 
Barnes Access and Sue Jor-
dahl Canoe Access is 5.686 
miles.



Printing Maps and 
Auto Refresh

After you’ve navigated to 
an area of a map you want 
to print, click the print 
map tool.

¬1
Type a title for your map

¬2
Click create print page button

¬3
After your map comes up in the 
map output view, go to file and se-
lect print.  It’s important that your 
printer is selected to print in the 
landscape rather than profile view. 

¬4

In this example, the 
2006 Air Photography 
map layer was selected.   

Make sure you click the Redraw the 
Map button anytime you select or dese-
lect layers.  The maps will automatical-
ly redraw anytime you change layers if 
you check the Auto Refresh box.


