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FY2012 Budget Update 
There will be a stop-gap funding resolution adopted that will be 1/12th (one month) of funding based on the version of the 
budget that was adopted for FY2012 to prevent a shutdown.  The governor will have one month to sign legislation.  When 
signed, more information will be available about the impact of the final budget.   See below for details:  

 

SF 509—Omnibus (Note that the Governor has the ability to line-item veto any items in budget bills.) 
GF down to $12,266,688 ($400,000 less than Gov’s GF budget) 

50 FTE seasonal Parks required, “as long as it doesn’t impact State Park Ranger positions” 

Law Enforcement Assistant Bureau Chief not eliminated; interim legislative conference required on Fish and Game Trust 
Fund expenditures 

Fish and Game Trust Fund salary adjustment included and ability to use unappropriated funds for radios; no requirement 
to give funds to NGOs from the $100,000 snowmobile transfer for Law Enforcement for snowmobiles 

Animal Feeding Operation  fines for Watershed Improvement & Review Board (IDALS) delayed until FY 13 

Environment 1st:  
o REAP at $12,000,000 (Gov: $11,500,000) 
o Parks Operations at $3,210,000 (Gov: $2,910,000) 
o Volunteers at $100,000 
o Forest Health at $100,000 (new) 
o     GIS at $195,000 
o Water Quality Monitoring at $2,955,000 

Derelict Buildings Program included 

UST non-reversion language included 
 

HF 648 – Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Bill 
Lake Restoration Program at $5,459,000 ($350,000 carve out for Delhi study; another $2.5M with required match for the 
next two years allocated for Delhi) 

Water Trails/Dams at $75,000 

Honey Creek Asset Manager at $75,000 

Grow Iowa Values Fund for Parks at $300,000 (this is the last year for Grow Iowa Values fund) 

Parks at $5,000,000 for Parks 2020 

Flood Plains Program at $2,000,000 
 

SF 533 – Standings 

2 provisions removed – relating to Administrative Rules Implementing Federal Policy and EPC Rulemaking. 
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Among the many things that I have learned so far, is that partnerships can 
make the difference in whether or not a vision becomes reality.   Making an 
effort to find common ground among diverse partners has recently yielded 
Lake Macbride State Park $10,000 and has the opportunity to win $100,000 
through a partnership with Coca-Cola.  Coca-Cola’s Midwest Region has 
adopted Lake Macbride as their choice to win their nationwide favorite park 
contest.  Last year a small state park in Ely, MN won because of the partner-
ship between Coca-Cola , the state and local partners.  A vote for Lake 
Macbride is a vote for Iowa Parks.   In the first day and before actively promot-
ing the contest, Lake Macbride is in 7th place!  The contest runs through Sep-
tember 6th and the park with the most votes win.  There is no limit to how 
much one person can vote, so please go to LivePositively.com and then en-
courage others to do so too.  
 

Also thank you to the many staff who continue to fight the flooding on the MO 
River.  Your efforts are making a substantial difference in the lives of Iowans. 
 

            – Director Roger Lande 

o Water Quantity at $495,000 
o Water Supply at $500,000 
o AFO at $420,000 (status quo: $608,400; Gov: $420,000) 
o Air Quality Monitoring at $425,000 
o Geological Water Survey at $200,000 (new) 

http://www.livepositively.com/#/americasparks/vote
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An experimental rock reef barrier installed on the outlet of Diamond 
Lake.  First used in North Dakota and has worked perfectly in Iowa 
since 2009. 

Success through innovation and partnership 
Fish barriers: a key component to restoring Iowa’s large wet-
lands and shallow lakes. 
 
Since 2006, DNR Fisheries and Wildlife Bureaus have teamed 
with Ducks Unlimited and other partners to restore 15 shallow 
lakes and wetlands totaling over 4,000 acres and are planning 
for the near-future restoration of an additional 8 basins total-
ing over 2,300 acres in northern Iowa.  Biologists know that a 
healthy watershed is needed to sustain healthy lakes, but also 
agree that immediate and dramatic in-lake improvements can 
be made by aggressively managing the lake basin.   
 
Aggressive management involves bio-manipulation and most 
often starts with a temporary drawdown.  Through this natu-
ral drying process, problem fish like carp and fathead minnows 
are eliminated, and bottom sediments are dried and com-
pacted allowing for the germination of beneficial aquatic 
plants.  When water is allowed to refill the lake, the presence 
of diverse and abundant aquatic plants combined with a lack 
of problem fish nearly always resulted in much cleaner water.  
Clean water allows aquatic plants to flourish, promotes excel-
lent sport fish and wildlife habitat, and makes the lake attrac-
tive to humans. 
 
Ridding a lake of problem fish has proven easier than keeping 
them out once the lake is healthy.  Most problem fish enter a 
restored lake via connecting streams and/or adjacent basins.  
To prevent or significantly slow this re-infestation, Iowa’s fish 
and wildlife biologists spend considerable time researching, 
developing and installing effective fish barriers.  The key to 
success is, as much as possible, using the “correct” fish barrier 
in the “correct” location.  To help control these in-lake popula-
tions of fish, biologists use aggressive predator stockings, con-
tract fish removal, strategic rotenone applications, and other 
strategies. 
 
Fish barriers have been or will be used on all these projects 
and the results have been impressive.  Where water quality 
was once measured in inches, it is now measured in feet.  
Where aquatic vegetation was at one time sparse and limited 
to a few tolerant species, it now consists of highly diverse and 
abundant stands.  Wildlife species from aquatic invertebrates 
to shorebirds to waterfowl to aquatic furbearers now thrive in 
a healthy environment.  Sport fish, restocked in those shallow 
lakes capable of sustaining healthy populations, have re-
sponded with tremendous growth rates.  And people, both 
consumptive and non-consumptive users, are returning to 
these lakes to take in the aesthetics and bounty of healthy 
aquatic systems.  Finally, clean water released from these re-
stored systems also improves stream and in-lake conditions in 
some of our larger natural lakes such as the Big Spirit and the 
Okoboji chain, Clear Lake, Lost Island Lake, and Storm Lake, to 
name a few.   
 

A grate-style fish barrier used at Jemmerson Slough, Lost Island 
Lake, and other sites.  While effective at restricting movements of 
breeding-age carp, the barrier does allow for the passage of smaller 
fish and may need to be frequently cleaned of floating vegetation. 

Electric fish barriers prevent fish passage while allowing all floating 
debris to pass, but are expensive and prone to electrical problems 
like lightening strikes.   

Horizontal fish barriers effectively prevent fish passage under all but 
the most high-flow precipitation events and require only minimum 
maintenance to remain debris-free.  This and similar designs are 
being used at several sites including DU Marsh, Bur Oak Lake, 
Barringer Slough, Pickerel Lake, 4-mile Lake, etc. 
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Inside the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) 
 

The SEOC has played an integral part in many of the recent disasters that have hit the 
state.  However, to many who aren't directly involved the SEOC remains a mystery 
conjuring visions of war room type screens and lots of hustle and bustle.   This is not 
that far from the truth.  The SEOC's purpose is to facilitate information and communi-
cation getting key agencies, such as the DNR, Public Safety, DOT and Homeland Secu-
rity into one place, so decisions can be made swiftly and completely.   Key Homeland 
Security staff work around a table in the center of the room and coordinate response 
missions. 
 

The SEOC opened to all agencies in mid-June at the beginning of the Missouri River 
flood.  However, because of the duration of the flood, planning was largely completed 
and now only Homeland Security's Readiness and Response Bureau staff the 
SEOC.   DNR's role is critical, because the agency has information and knowledge 
about much of Iowa's environmental infrastructure (drinking water plants, wastewa-
ter treatment plants, underground tanks, flood plain expertise, and GIS resources). 
 

The main tool used by all emergency managers around the state is called We-
bEOC.  Emergency managers and key state agencies request assistance (ex. 200,000 
sandbags, 3500 bottles of water) into the WebEOC database and Homeland Security 
staff create missions and delegate responsibilities to the staff at the SEOC or on the 
ground.  Each mission is logged, tracked and measured for completeness.   The We-
bEOC is available remotely, however when situations turn into emergencies, DNR staff 
prefer to work directly from the SEOC because issues can be handled much more 
quickly.   
 

Kathy Lee, Rodney Tucker, Adam Broughton and Mike Anderson have been trained and have many years of experience in working at 
the SEOC and their efforts (and all others working on flood response) are greatly appreciated. 

Brand New: Iowa Green Veterans Program 
The DNR has been awarded an AmeriCorps grant of $290,000 to fund the Iowa Green Veterans AmeriCorps (IGVA) 
program.  Iowa currently has its largest number of active duty soldiers since World War II.  This program will provide 
service opportunities to Iowa's returning military veterans who face many barriers in finding employment.   The Iowa 
Green Veterans AmeriCorps program will: 

Offer 20 full time AmeriCorps service opportunities to Iowa’s returning military veterans  

Provide hands-on job skill training in energy efficiency and natural resources 

Help rural, low income, and elderly residents identify and implement energy improvements to households primarily in rural 
Iowa from October - March 

Engage in disaster recovery efforts, repair park infrastructure, increase energy efficiency, and stewardship activities in Iowa 
state parks from April - September 

For more information contact Dawn Stohs, DNR AmeriCorps Program Director, (515) 281-0878.   

Use Volunteers?  What you need to know 
Volunteers are great workers and can be great advocates.  It's a great way to engage the community in your area, as well as 
teaching them the needs our agency has.  The Intranet hosts all the information you need to have volunteers on-site.  It is 
important for the agency to track all volunteer hours, as we report them to the Legislature.  Once the forms are filled out, fax 
to (515) 281-6794 Attn: volunteers.  If you need assistance with forms, please contact Linda King, at 515-242-5074 . 

BUDGET AND FINANCE DID YOU KNOW??? 
The Accounts Payable team has processed over 23,911 claims this fiscal year which represents over $58,525,440.  Currently, the 
team is achieving their goal of processing all claims received within 10 business days even though the section has experienced 
staffing reductions. This can be contributed to the educational outreach provided by the Accounts Payable team, the amount of 
attention that claims are receiving from staff prior to submittal, as well as the processing assistance provided by interns and 
other trainees.   
 

Help us help you! The DNR intranet has been updated with new resources under accounting and travel procedures as well as a 
front page splash regarding fiscal year end claims reminders- Read All About It!!  Also, bi-weekly calendar appointments for 
claims submittals were distributed to staff - please accept the appointment as a friendly reminder to get those claims off your 
desk.  When submitting claims, please ensure you are separating Fiscal Year ’11 from Fiscal Year ’12.  As always, we are here  to 
serve you and appreciate your continued partnership in reviewing and submitting claims in a timely manner!! 

A WebEOC screen shot from June 30th. 

mailto:Dawn.Stohs@dnr.iowa.gov
https://intranet.iowadnr.gov/
mailto:linda.king@dnr.iowa.gov
https://intranet.iowadnr.gov
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DNR Recap in Pictures 

Eric Hoffman, Conservation Officer from Marion 
County surveys damage and looks for boats in the 
flood waters of the Missouri River overlooking Ham-
burg, Iowa. 

Julie Sievers, Enviro. Specialist Senior, Spencer Field 
Office works with two engineers from Black and Ve-
atch and Brad Puetz, City of Sioux City to evaluate the 
sand berms protecting the city’s drinking water wells 
from flooding. 

Three former directors and the current DNR Director reunite at the Mid-West Asso-
ciation of Fish & Wildlife Agencies (MAFWA) hosted by Iowa at Honey Creek Resort 
on June 26-29th. From left: Rich Leopold, Jeff Vonk, Pat Boddy and Roger Lande.  
Thank you to the staff who put on a fantastic event: Lisa Nissen, Barb Gigar, Kati 
Reeder, Dale Garner,  Mike McGhee, Kelly Smith, Joe Larscheid, Todd Bishop, Jason 
Sandholdt, Chuck Corell, Diane Ford, Bob Garrison, Mike Godby, Michelle Wilson, 
Mark Flamming, Clay Smith, Jim Coffey, Megan Wisecup, Todd Bogenshutz and Kim 
Rasler. 

Iowa Winner K-3 - Coby Adams 
River of Words® (coordinated by IOWATER) conducts 
an environmental poetry and art contest for youth in 
grades K-12 every year. The contest helps youth ex-
plore the natural and cultural history of their own 
watershed, and express what they discover through 
poetry and art.  The awards ceremony was held on 
May 15th at Blank Park Zoo with 146 students and 
their families in attendance.  

 

Casey Trine, Drew Schmidt, Robert Stober and Keith Hughes from the Red Rock Wild-
life Unit relocate geese to new areas on June 17th. 

New Omaha clean buses: the DNR is involved in a proactive pilot project with EPA, NE 
DEQ, city of Omaha, MAPA, and many stakeholders to reduce ozone related emis-
sions in the Omaha/Council Bluffs Metro Area.  The project will to evaluate alterna-
tive means of air resource management to maintain the Omaha’s attainment status.   

http://www.iowadnr.gov/Education/ForTeachers/EducationCompetitions/RiverofWords.aspx

