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Emissions Inventory Staff

 Nick Page

 Lead worker

 515-281-8500

 nick.page@dnr.iowa.gov

 Seth Anderson

 Specialist

 515-281-5704

 seth.anderson@dnr.iowa.gov

 Krysti Mostert

 Specialist

 515-281-5774

 krysti.mostert@dnr.iowa.gov
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SPARS Help Desk Staff

 Rachel Quill

 Lead worker

 515-281-8983

 rachel.quill@dnr.iowa.gov

 Jason Dowie

 Specialist

 515-281-8568

 jason.dowie@dnr.iowa.gov
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SPARS Training

 Getting to know SPARS Web
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SPARS Training Objective

 The main objective of this training is 

to ensure that users acquire the 

necessary knowledge to create and 

submit Minor Source Emissions 

Inventories using SPARS Web.
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SPARS Web – What is it?

 SPARS was created as an Oracle 

database to gather environmental 

data received through construction 

permit applications, Title V permit 

applications, and emissions 

inventories.

 SPARS was made available on the 

World Wide Web
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SPARS Web – What is it?

 Site Management

 Section of the database where the 

following facility information may 

be found: location, mailing 

address, name and addresses for 

its contacts, classification, plant 

number, equipment identification, 

equipment description, latitude, 

longitude, UTM coordinates, etc.
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SPARS Web – What is it?
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SPARS Web – What is it?

 Application Query Tool

 A SPARS database window, which 

allows the user to access, view, 

create, edit, or delete applications 

and inventories
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SPARS Web – What is it?

 Application Query Tool

 A SPARS database window, which 

allows the user to access, view, 

create, edit, or delete applications 

and inventories
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SPARS Web – What does it do?

 It allows the creation of applications 

and inventories

 It allows the electronic submittal of 

these applications and inventories

 It allows re-using existing 

information to create new 

applications and inventories
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SPARS Web – How does it communicate 

with you?

 Through database errors and 

warning messages

 Database errors – There are several 

reasons why they occur and several 

ways in which they are displayed.  

The common thread is that all are 

“terminal.”  The connection to 

SPARS Web is terminated.
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Example of a Database Error
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SPARS Web – How does it communicate 

with you?

 One of the most common database 

errors is received when users try to 

access SPARS documents that have 

already been submitted to the DNR.

 For security reasons and to avoid 

accidental changes to the submitted 

data, SPARS disconnects these 

users.
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End Task

15



MSEI SPARS Training Webinar #2             March 10, 2011

SPARS Web – How does it communicate 

with you?

 Warning Messages – There are 

several reasons why they occur and 

there are several ways that they are 

displayed.  Unlike database errors, 

warning messages are not 

“terminal.”  Users are not 

disconnected from SPARS Web 

when they occur.
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SPARS Web – How does it communicate 

with you?

 Two of the most common warning 

messages are:

 When the data needs to be refreshed.

AND

 When the database finds a duplicate 

record.
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Examples of a Warning Message
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Examples of a Warning Message
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Accessing SPARS Web

 SPARS Administrator at AQB 

creates 2 accounts for a facility:

 Facility Administrator

 Responsible Official

 The facility’s SPARS users 

download the Appeon plug-in to 

access SPARS Web.
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Accessing SPARS Web

 The facility’s SPARS users enter 

their User Name and Password to 

log in to SPARS Web.
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2010 Minor Source Emissions Inventory 

SPARS Training

 Questions?
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Purpose of the Minor Source Emissions 

Inventory (MSEI)

 The data IDNR receives through the MSEI helps:

 Assist in tracking Iowa’s progress towards National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards

 Perform regional modeling

 Develop control and maintenance strategies

 Identify sources and general emission levels

 Verify emissions data contained in nationally-published 

reports (USA Today School Air Toxics, NATA, etc.)

 A complete air pollutant inventory is required by sub rule 

567 IAC 21.1(3)
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Options for submitting the 2010 MSEI

 Electronically via the SPARS website

 http://spars.iowadnr.gov/spars.htm

 Paper via the MSEI forms

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/eform.html

 Specialized forms for portable and stationary 

concrete, asphalt, and limestone crushing plants

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/msemisstools.html
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How to gain access to the SPARS 

website

 Facility Administrator form

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/SPARS/files/access_requ

est_facility_administrator.pdf

 Responsible Official form

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/SPARS/files/access_requ

est_responsible_official.pdf

 SPARS help and information

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/SPARS/info.html
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MSEI Resources

 Worksheets, example calculations, SCC numbers, 

and links to websites for emission factors and SIC 

& NAICS codes

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/emiss.html

 MSEI instruction booklet, tips, frequently asked 

questions, and exemptions

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/msemiss.html

 Iowa Air Emissions Assistance Program inventory 

tools

 http://msei.iwrc.org/
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SPARS Site Management Training

 Login (http://spars.iowadnr.gov/spars.htm)

 Username

 Password
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MSEI SPARS Training Webinar Break

 Take a 10 minute break

 When we come back we’ll start with the MSEI 

training

 Creating the 2010 emissions inventory using a previously 

submitted emissions inventory

 Creating the 2010 emissions inventory using the data in 

site management
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Emissions Inventory Webpages

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/emiss.html

 Frequently used emissions inventory resources

 Example calculations, links to emission factors, SIC, 

NAICS, SCC numbers

 http://www.iowadnr.gov/air/prof/emiss/msemiss.ht

ml

 Forms, instructions, FAQ, where to get assistance, tips, 

exemptions, minor source emissions inventory 

submission schedule, link to the Iowa Air Emissions 

Assistance Program website
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Questions?

 Emissions Inventory Questions

 Nick Page --- 515-281-8500 or nick.page@dnr.iowa.gov

 Seth Anderson --- 515-281-5704 or seth.anderson@dnr.iowa.gov

 Krysti Mostert --- 515-281-5774 or krysti.mostert@dnr.iowa.gov

 SPARS Questions

 Rachel Quill --- 515-281-8983 or rachel.quill@dnr.iowa.gov

 Jason Dowie --- 515-281-8568 or jason.dowie@dnr.iowa.gov
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