
Thriving in the 

New Carbon Economy
June 23, 2010

The Climate Registry‟s Annual North American Policy Forum

Chicago, Illinois



2

Introductory remarks

Denise Sheehan, Vice-President Government 

& Regional Affairs, The Climate Registry
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Welcome

Thanks to our Co-hosts!

Thanks to our Sponsors!
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The Climate Registry

 is a non-profit organization 

governed by states, provinces 

and tribes in North America

 is the only North American 

voluntary GHG emissions 

registry

 is a community of 400+ 

business, governmental and 

NGO leaders

 offers tools and resources to 

help organizations measure 

and reduce their GHG 

emissions with integrity
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What we do 

 Maintain a voluntary,                                                                            

entity-wide reporting program                                   

across North America

 Assist organizations in preparing                                  

and reporting their GHG inventories

 Coordinate with mandatory GHG reporting programs

 Develop reporting protocols, performance metrics

 Provide policy updates on state, regional and federal 

issues

 Create a community of members to share best practices 

on reporting and reducing emissions
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Goals for the Forum

 Bring together leaders from government, 

business, academia, NGOs to share ideas

 Provide an overview of the current 

regulatory landscape

 Provide information on future directions for 

carbon accounting

 Share innovative best practices and lessons 

learned in carbon management
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The current landscape for 

carbon management
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The landscape is changing for 

carbon regulation 

International: Copenhagen Accord

 Limited, non-binding agreement

 Major developed countries commit to emissions targets 

for 2020

 Developing countries commit to mitigation actions

 Financial assistance for developing countries: $30 billion 

2010-2012, $100 billion/year by 2020 

 Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) central to 

the Accord
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The landscape is changing for 

carbon regulation

 US EPA Mandatory GHG Reporting Rule

 US EPA Endangerment Finding

 US EPA  ―Tailoring‖ Rule – BACT for GHGs

 Executive order for federal agencies to report and 
reduce GHG emissions

 Cap and trade bills in Congress (Waxman-Markey 
passed; Kerry-Lieberman under review in Senate)

 Mandatory reporting program in place since 2004 

 Focus is on aligning climate change policies with 
the US
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Regional 

Greenhouse Gas 

Initiative (and 

observers)

Western Climate 

Initiative (and 

observers)

Regional, state and provincial 

actions are continuing

Midwest Cap and  

Trade Accord (and 

observers)

(Observers shown with hatch marks)



11

Investors have climate risk on 

the radar
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Consumer expectations are shifting

 The majority of individuals would like to do business with 
companies that are environmentally responsible (2007 
National Technology Readiness Survey)

 Attitudes toward environmentally responsible products 
remain strong despite a weak economy (2009 Cone 
Environmental Study)

 Global trust in business is at an all-time low (2009 
Edelman study) 

Your environmental claims need to be real                            
and meaningful.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newzar.files.wordpress.com/2008/06/green_grocery_reusable_bag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stanford.wellsphere.com/green-living-article/sometimes-it-s-not-easy-finding-green/660260&usg=__Yx_qB_wZdWETlYx_qvkpvTFfD1w=&h=452&w=442&sz=164&hl=en&start=37&tbnid=LIuOA7768q7v3M:&tbnh=127&tbnw=124&prev=/images?q=green+consumers&imgsz=m&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&sa=N&tbo=1&start=20
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Trends to watch

Reduction 

targets

Reporting 

thresholds

Environment   

Canada - 50,000MT

EPA – 25,000MT

Waxman-Markey, 

WCI

10,000MT

Massachusetts 

5,000MT

Oregon

2,500MT

83% reduction 

by 2050

42% reduction 

by 2030

17% reduction 

by 2020

Above targets taken from 

major climate bills

Customers and 

Stakeholders

Full Corporate 

footprint info

40% increase

95 in 2010 

vs 

68 in 2009

Based on data from 

Ceres
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How The Climate Registry can 

help you

 Provide tools, resources and technical 

assistance to quantify your emissions

 New software tool—CRIS 3.0

 Share major policy updates to keep you 

informed

 Help to manage your risk associated with 

carbon

 Recognize your leadership
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Climate Registered Program--

New membership options 

New membership options introduced at the UN climate 

conference in Dec 2009 to:

 Showcase leadership

 Support continuous improvement

 Build a brand that helps consumers and investors 

make environmentally responsible decisions

 Provide the right tools and level of support for learning 

and leading organizations
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New Reporting 

Options allow 

different routes 

to climate 

leadership
Climate Registered
Complete inventory and 3rd party verify

Basic Membership
-Non-Verification

Silver
-Mgmt Plan

Gold
-5% Reduction

Platinum
-20% Reduction
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The Climate Registry’s New 

Initiatives

 The Climate Registry is expanding work on 

performance standards and Scope 3 and 

Supply Chain accounting

 Working with iCET on China Registry

 Continue to expand our efforts in both 

scope 3 and international areas

 Develop new partnerships to foster climate 

leadership and innovation 




