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CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Cindy Peterson called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM on July 12,
2007 at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Add: Informational item - Loess Hills Update

Motion was made by Armando Rosales to approve the agenda as amended.
Seconded by Scott Moats. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion was made by Armando Rosales to approve the minutes from the
April 6™, 2007 meeting as presented. Seconded by Carl Kurtz. Motion
carried.




HIGHWAY 100 EXTENSION

John Pearson said that the Department of Transportation (DOT) continues to
work on identifying acceptable alternatives for highway 100. They have
proposed 10 alternatives within a quarter-mile wide corridor. They are asking for
public input on which alternatives are preferred. This would be an opportunity
for the board to state their position.

John went over each alternative. There are no alternatives that will not affect
Rock Island preserve in some way.

With assistance of the Linn County Conservation Board, the DOT also looked at
an out of corridor alternative. After examining the route, the DOT concluded that
it was not feasible nor did it meet the purpose of the project. That proposed
route would include too much out of distance travel.

The DOT’s original proposal passed adjacent to the extreme northwest corner of
the preserve.

During the research stage, a sand prairie habitat was discovered and found to
have a state threatened butterfly called the bysuss skipper. So alternatives were
developed to avoid the sand prairie habitat. Additional alternatives were
developed and still other threatened or endangered species were discovered with
field inventory, including ornate box turtle, blandings turtle and northern panic
grass.

John highlighted the two keys items written in a letter by Raymond Dochterman,
president of the Linn County Conservation board.

1. In regards to the bicycle and pedestrian path, it states in pertinent
part: “As this trail would directly impact the Rock Island State
Preserve, the lowa DOT is reconsidering whether the path will continue
to be part of the proposed project; therefore, the lowa DOT is not
including the trail in this draft 4(f) Evaluation.” The Conservation
Board, for the record, desires a bicycle and pedestrian path as part of
the lowa 100 project. Therefore, as this project progresses with
design, we urge you to give serious consideration in keeping the trail
proposal as part of the official highway project.

2. The Linn County Conservation Board (LCCB) supports the
recommendations of the draft section 4(f) report. We ask that the lowa
Department of Transportation continue to coordinate planning efforts
with the Conservation Board and its staff as this highway project
moves forward. We also ask the IDOT coordinate with LCCB and its
staff on matters involving context sensitive design and the potential



protection and mitigation concepts as it relates to the Rock Island Sate
and County Preserves.

John Pearson said that the conservation board is not opposing the road, but is
asking for conservation measures to be put in place.

John Pearson said that various conservation agencies have selected alternative
F2 as the least objectable and the most sensitive to the endangered species.

The DOT is offering to build a higher bridge than normal to allow for better
movement between the habitats. It does come at a cost. It is a much noisier
alternative. We asked the DOT to explore ways on how to keep down the noise
on the highway, while still keeping the higher bridge.

Motion was made by Deb Lewis to concur with the other conservation
agencies and the DNR, that alternative F2 should be considered. Seconded
by Carl Kurtz.

Pam Mackey-Taylor, Chair of the Sierra Club, lowa Chapter said that the
Sierra Club is even concerned with F2 as the alternative. Exhibit one -
Draft 4f says that this will provide a circumferential route around the Cedar
Rapids area and into the heart of Cedar Rapids. We do not believe the
route is circumferential. Secondly, the City of Cedar Rapids is asking for a
major intersection change at Tower Terrace. There is an alternative
where you don’t need pass by Rock Island County Preserve.

In regards to the noise issue, | would suggest that you go down to 1-380
and check out the high bridge. It's very noisy. Squaw Creek Park is
another example.

In the August 2001 State Preserve Board minutes, Laura Jackson
mentioned that there was an issue with nitrous oxides (from car
emissions) and its effect on species diversity on prairies.

There is a real concern about the hydrology of the area. When you start
building roads through sand prairies and natural areas, the hydrology
starts changing as well as the plant community. A road would cause
much destruction.

The history of the DOT is that they can avoid natural areas such as
Engeldinger marsh and the Steamboat Rock area. F2 may be a better
option than any other, but it would be better not to have the road built
through any of the preserve areas.

Our alternative would be to go further north and connect with HWY 13.




John Pearson said that the DOT did look at alternatives that went further north
outside of the corridor. But the “non-corridor” options were not considered to
serve the purpose of the project.

An amendment to the original motion was made by Deb Lewis to include
language within the letter that asks if F2 meets the demand of the cities
future growth and to look at further options north. Seconded by Armando
Rosales. Motion carried.

John Pearson said that he is impressed with the work that is being done by the
DOT. Staff have made an honest effort to evaluate the impacts with resources
that are present along with other alternatives. | do respect their time and effort.

Deb Lewis asked that we cc the city planners as well as the DOT in the letter.

Cindy Peterson and John Pearson will draft the comment letter according to the
motion which is to concur with the other conservation agencies and the DNR. If
the road has go through, that alternative F2 should be considered and to ask if
F2 meets the demand of the cities future growth and to look at further options
north. The draft letter will then be sent out to the board members for their input.

Motion carried as amended.

PRESERVE UPDATES

Pellet Woods
John Pearson and Armando Rosales attended the 100™ anniversary celebration.

Armando Rosales said that he was very impressed with the efforts done at Pellet
Woods.

The County Conservation Board along with the DNR district forester did clear out
honeysuckle, an invasive shrub.

Turkey River Mounds

Bill Watson (with Preserve Board funding) has been managing hill prairies with
brush control and cutting. John Pearson is very impressed with the burns and
the prairie vegetation is thriving.




Lamson Woods

A while back, the preserves board gave permission to build a foot trail through
the northeast corner of the preserve that connected into a larger trail. The area
trail council wants to come back with another proposal to add an additional trail
along the west edge of the current preserve.

Mark Edwards, Diane Ford-Shivvers and John Pearson have met with Ron Blair,
trails coordinator in Fairfield. More information will be presented at a future
meeting.

Malchow Mounds

At this archeological preserve in SE lowa, the land surrounding the preserve is
privately owned, which has a new owner, Patrick Hazel. He expressed his
interest in helping with the management of the preserve. He also has some
Indian mounds on his property.  The previous owner grazed cattle on the
mounds but that will no longer be apart of the management plan. We are
developing a plan that includes other management methods, including prescribed
fire and brush control.

Marietta State Preserve
Carl Kurtz said that the seed harvesting from last fall at Marietta was used to re-
seed about a 1/3 of the 110 acres with good plant diversity and coverage.

Deb Lewis mentioned that Bill Watson is doing a great job on management on
the Bluffton and Turkey River preserves.

Ada Hayden will be inducted into the lowa Women'’s Hall of Fame on August 25"
at the State Historical building in Des Moines.

Silver Lake Fen
Scott Moats reported that both fens are very dry. There is a subdivision going in
on the East side, which may have some effect on the hydrology of the land.

Rich Leopold said that Silver Lake just developed a Lake Protection Association
and they may have a watershed protection coordinator. It may be worth it to
contact them and let them know about the development.

Haffner
Showing a large population this year of sweet clover, an undesirable exotic
specie.

Anderson Prairie
Small elite Lady slipper, a rare native orchid, was found here for the first time.

Cayler Prairie
Looked good.



Sheeder Prairie
Looked good, but there are a lot of woody shrubs despite a series of brush
control projects.

Rich Leopold said that there will be a summit on the Missouri River involving
DNR, IDED and IGOV looking at everything in the Missouri Valley corridor. |
know there are a lot of preserves in this area. We are looking to develop a
strategic plan or larger initiative.

Sustainable funding for Natural Resources is still moving forward and expanding.

FINAL REPORTS FOR PRESERVE STUDIES

Draft reports on the following preserve studies were distributed to members:
Bill Watson — managing hill prairies in several state preserves

Dean Roosa — Thorough botanical assessment of the Brushy Creek state
preserve. Map is included that outlines the location of the species and
management techniques. Unfortunately, he did discover garlic mustard which
was unknown to us beforehand.

Rosanne Healy and Lois Tiffany — have done their fourth installment of
fungi inventory at Doliver state park, Brushy Creek, Woodland Hollow and other
preserves.

Laura Furlong - Butterfly survey at Gitchie Manitou. 22 species were
found. 9 were new. Weather permitting, she is planning to go back to gather
more data.

Frank Olson — butterfly survey at the Fossil and Prairie Park in Floyd
county. 44 species were found. He also suggested management techniques
other than burning.

Russ Benedict and Paul Weihe — plant species survey at Garrison Rock.
Still waiting for the plant species list, but they did find 76 species of birds.

These reports are in draft form. John Pearson and Daryl Howell will be reviewing
them.

LOESS HILLS RESEARCH STUDIES




John Pearson said that the Golden Hills RC&D is involved with the cultural
resources of the Loess Hills focusing on the Glenwood area, which is an
archeological area.

The Loess Hills National Scenic Byway Council has been awarded funding of
$249,000 for the Cultural Resources Study.

Daryl Howell said that OSA is developing the management plan for the
Glenwood Hospital site. Kathy Gourley, Cindy Peterson and Shirley Schermer
will also be reviewing the plan. We are hoping to get a copy to the board
members in September.

OPEN DISCUSSION

Carl Kurtz asked if there is research being done on controlling garlic mustard.

John Pearson said that there is biological control research being done on a
national level, nothing within state. It may be several years yet until anything
conclusive comes out.

Daryl Howell said that Inga Foster will start her new position at the department at

the end of August working with Sovereign lands construction permits and
environmental reviews.

NEXT MEETING

October 4™ and 5" - Glenwood Hospital site and Vincent Bluff

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Scott Moats to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by
Carl Kurtz. Motion carried.

With no further business to come before the State Preserves Advisory Board,
Chairperson Cindy Peterson adjourned the meeting at 3:20 PM on July 12, 2007.
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