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MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by the NRC Chairperson, 
Gregory Drees on March 11, 2010 1:00 p.m.  He welcomed the public to the meeting and 
reviewed the public speaking forum guidelines. 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   
Gregory Drees, Chairperson 
Richard (Kim) Francisco, Secretary 
Elizabeth Garst 
Tammi Kircher, Vice-Chairperson 
Dennis Schemmel 
Margo Underwood 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
Janelle Rettig 

PUBLIC PRESENT 
Ken Sovern – Iowa Parks Foundation 
Roger Hutten – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 
Jeff Campbell – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 
Mike Kleinuolterink – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 
Wayne Nielson – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 
Bill Smith – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 
Jeremy Rasonke – Proposed Waterfowl Season Dates 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Changes - At the department’s request item #10 was removed from the agenda. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 11, 2010 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – minor edits were made to the February 11, 2010 NRC Minutes 
Motion – Carried as Amended by Unanimous Vote 
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3. DIRECTORS REMARKS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 Budget 
o Governor’s budget released 
o Ag & Natural Resources recommendations 
o Started with “status que” which really meant a 25% budget decrease over last 

year’s status que. 
o Potential additional $370k reduction that the legislature is recommending that was 

not in the Governor’s budget 
o Confusion rectifying building consolidation savings in the Des Moines offices 

(Wallace, Air Quality and SW 7th locations).  Consolidation of these facilities 
would not be completed until at the earliest 2013.  Most of the monies for these 
facilities are not general fund monies; however it is reflected in the legislature’s 
budget as a $300k savings for this year and is being taken out of the department’s 
general fund allocation. It is hoped that this will get resolved and not have such an 
impact on the department FY11 budget. 

o REAP allocation was increased to $15M 
o Governor’s budget recommended $1.5 to be earmarked for Honey Creek Resort 

for bond payments.  The legislative appropriations committee struck that 
recommendation. 

o May be forced to use REAP funds to pay Honey Creek Resort bond payment, the 
Director does not want to be forced to resort to this but alternative choices may be 
to close some state parks, state forest areas, or dedelegate environmental 
programs such as the clean water act. 

o Deputy Director Boddy stated for clarification purposes that the REAP budget 
recommendation was increased from $12M to $15M which will increase the Open 
Spaces account by approximately $840,000. 

 Omnibus bill 
o Baiting & Feeding Bill  

 State Employee Retirement Incentive Plan (SERIP) 
o 50/50/50 concept – It is estimated that 50% of eligible employees will utilize the 

incentive plan of those vacancies 50% may be rehired and 50% percent of those 
hires must be at a lower classification. 

 Ken Herring Conservation & Recreation Division Administrator is retiring and this will 
be his last NRC meeting.  The Director commented on Ken’s career at the DNR and 
commended him for his passion and dedication to the department.  The commission also 
thanked him. 
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4. HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK UPDATE 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 Deputy Director explained that going forward Central Group Companies would be 
available either via phone or in person at NRC monthly meetings to update the 
commission on the day to day operations of the resort. 

 Earth Day activities will be focused on the new activities building 
o Students will be returning to install the building 

 Honey Creek Resort State Park General Manager, Andy Woodrick participated via phone 
and had the following main update pieces: 

o January financials were slightly above the previous year’s numbers but 
projections were not met. 

o Reservations in the last two weeks have increased 
 
Discussion 

 Commissioner Garst asked about the upcoming busy season and if it was anticipated the 
resort would hit the projected proposed budget proforma targets. 

o Andy Woodrick responded that the month of March was closer to the revised 
proforma targets, May and April group sales were very strong, and June’s current 
reservations would surpass the target. 

 Commissioner Underwood asked about the energy costs for the month of January.  It had 
been indicated that the adjusted rate for electricity had increased from June and exceeded 
the budget by $4708; Commissioner Underwood inquired if the higher energy cost were 
anticipated to continue. 

o Michelle Wilson responded due to an error made by the energy company the 
property had not been assessed at the correct rating level and that last June (after 
the budget proforma had been set) the energy company corrected the error which 
placed the property in a higher rating level thus increasing the previously 
projected energy costs. 

o Andy Woodrick explained that they had seen higher energy usage with the very 
cold winter months. 

 Commissioner Francisco asked if propane costs had been contracted in advance. 
o Andy Woodrick advised it had been at a rate of $1.19/gallon. 

 Commissioner Drees asked about the January food & beverage costs noting that the 
numbers seemed a little off from previous month’s progress. 

o Andy Woodrick explained that the catering revenue had been low for January and 
had adversely affected the numbers. 

 Commissioner Kircher asked how many weddings were currently booked for 
spring/summer 2010 season. 

o Andy Woodrick advised there were already 30+ and more anticipated 
 Commissioner Garst asked for an update on the consultants recommendations, 

specifically on the hiring of an outside sales company. 
 Michelle Wilson responded that there was no significant update to give but would be 

supplying an updated spreadsheet of the recommendations at the next meeting. 
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5. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

5.1  LYNN LORENTZEN ACCESS, CERRO GORDO COUNTY – PCC PAVING 
This project consists of the PCC paving of the entrance road and parking areas, construction of a 
storm water retention basin, and other related work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector and as described in the Specifications for Lynn Lorentzen Access, all in 
Cerro Gordo County, Iowa.  This project consists of PC Concrete paving of an existing parking 
and maneuver area adjacent to existing boat ramps. Also to be constructed is an infiltration basin 
which will intercept rainwater runoff from the parking area and allow runoff to infiltrate the soil 
instead of running into Clear Lake. 
 
This project was designed by Ken Jackson and will be inspected by Mel Pacovsky, District 
Inspector.  DNR estimate is $290,000.  Funding source is Marine Fuel Tax and Park & 
Institutional Road Fund (Capital Link #131).  19 sets of plans were issued and 11 bids were 
received. 
 
Hanson Construction   Clear Lake, IA   $202,925.25 
Wicks Construction Co.   Decorah, IA    $236,971.88 
Allied Manatts Group LLC   Charles City, IA   $239,162.35 
Concrete Technologies Inc.   Urbandale, IA    $243,515.35 
Concrete Foundations Inc.   New Hampton, IA   $246,359.65 
Heartland Asphalt Inc.   Mason City, IA   $255,107.92 
K. Cunningham Construction Co. Inc. Cedar Falls, IA   $257,319.95 
Tschigffrie Excavating Co.   Dubuque, IA    $262,541.08 
Cole Excavating    Greene, IA    $269,591.05 
Jasper Construction Services Inc.  Newton, IA    $297,976.60 
KP Construction    Sergeant Bluff, IA   $365,779.50 
 
DNR recommends awarding project to the low bidder, Hanson Construction. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Drees asked if there were plans to install a rain garden near the 
parking area.  DNR Engineering Bureau Chief, Don Labate responded that the area in the middle 
of the drive was parking and that the entire area sheet flowed to the west into a rock retention 
basin and not a rain garden.  He went on to say that the budget was such that a rain garden was 
not a part of the design and that a similar rock basin was used nearby at the Ventura Access area 
and that it was working properly.  He also commented that the department was fully aware that 
the local community was very savvy to rainwater collection and that they would be providing 
these features in similar future projects. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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5.2  WALNUT WOODS STATE PARK, POLK COUNTY – EROSION JETTY REPAIR 
This project consists of the repair of eleven erosion control jetties, two washouts, and one boat 
ramp due to flood damage.  Work will include placing fill material, riprap protection and jetties, 
placement of revetment grout, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR 
Construction Inspector.   This project consists of the repair of eleven jetties, two washouts, and a 
boat ramp that were damaged in the Flood of 2008.  These repairs will help protect Walnut 
Woods State Park from future flood damage. 
 
This project was designed by Ken Jackson and will be inspected by Jason Kruse, District 
Inspector.  DNR estimate is $504,730.00.  Funding source is Federal FEMA and Marine Fuel 
Tax (Capital Link #131).  23 sets of plans were issued and 13 bids were received. 
 
TK Concrete Inc.    Pella, IA    $292,311.55 
Cole Construction Co. Inc.   Keosauqua, IA   $349,951.60 
Lamb Tiling     Greenfield, IA    $355,598.35 
Joiner Construction Co. Inc.   Plano, IA    $366,659.65 
Weidner Construction Inc.   Marshalltown, IA   $375,491.10 
C.L. Carroll Co. Inc.    Des Moines, IA     $394,624.88 
P & P Contractors    Winterset, IA    $396,479.67 
Elder Corp.     Des Moines, IA   $399,499.99 
Peterson Contractors Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $400,683.80 
Jensen Construction Co.   Des Moines, IA   $403,040.30 
Neuvirth Construction Inc.   Blair, NE    $420,343.75 
Cole Excavating    Greene, IA    $437,830.10 
Halbrook Excavating    Ankeny, IA    $518,405.95 
 
DNR recommends awarding project to the low bidder, TK Concrete Inc. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked why we had to control the shoreline/bank and couldn't 
let the river act naturally.  Don Labate responded that the area was prone to flooding and that if 
not protected the bank the popular park would be gone. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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5.3  MEADOW LAKE FISH & WILDLIFE AREA, ADAIR COUNTY – IN-LAKE SILT 
RETENTION STRUCTURE 
This project consists of the construction of an in-lake rock dike creating a silt retention area to 
collect sediment from the watershed and prevent silt from entering main body of water.  The 
rock dike will let water pass and the top of dike is set at normal pool elevation.  The useful life of 
this structure is 30 plus years. 
 
This project was designed by Ken Jackson and will be inspected by Mark Johnson, District 
Inspector.  DNR estimate is $66,000 (Capital Link #103).  Funding source is Federal EPA and 
Lake Restoration.  6 sets of plans were issued and 4 bids were received. 
 
Lamb Tiling     Greenfield, IA   $58,800.00 
TEK Builders Inc.    Mount Ayr, IA   $61,460.00 
Jeff Sickels Dozing    Mount Ayr, IA   $61,980.00 
C.L. Carroll Co. Inc.    Des Moines, IA   $75,500.00 
 
DNR recommends awarding project to the low bidder, Lamb Tiling. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion – None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
6. SMALL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS CONTRACTS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
The following projects have been let utilizing the Competitive Quotation process for projects $100,000 or less: 

 

BID 
DATE PROJECT COUNTY AREA DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE BIDS 

2/4/10 10-05-04-05 Appanoose Rathbun Fish Hatchery Inlet valve replacement $30,000.00 
$24,290.00 

$27,862.95 

2/4/10 10-03-12-01 Butler Big Marsh WMA Boat Channel Cleanout $6,000.00 

$4,200.00 
$7,425.00
$8,560.00

$11,475.00 
$34,400.00 

2/4/10 10-03-12-02 Butler Big Marsh WMA Inlet Ditch Silt Removal $7,000.00 

$6,800.00 
$7,025.00
$8,100.00

$16,800.00 
$28,620.00 

2/4/10 10-03-12-03 Butler Big Marsh WMA 
Emergency Spillway 
Channel Cleanout $3,000.00 

$3,609.90 
$4,550.00 
$7,600.00 
$9,350.00 

$27,500.00 

2/4/10 10-04-88-08 Union Green Valley State Park 
Playground/shower 
concrete $12,000.00 

$12,215.00 
$15,222.00 
$16,600.00 
$17,673.00 
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7. MULTI-DISCIPLINE MASTER DESIGN CONSULTING SERVICES 
The Engineering Bureau of the Department of Natural Resources issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) soliciting qualified professional consulting firms to be available on an as 
needed basis and to be contracted on an indefinite services basis for a 3 year period as follows:   
 

RFQ 
 
The Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Engineering Bureau seeks to pre-qualify multiple firms to 
provide on-going consulting services for the following five (5) design and consulting categories: 
 

1. Architectural and Engineering Consultation (AE) 
2. Civil and Structural Consultation (CS) 
3. Environmental and Sanitary Engineering Consultation (ES) 
4. Mechanical, Electrical, & Plumbing Consultation (MEP) 
5. Geotechnical Engineering Consultation (GE) 

The resulting outcome of this RFQ will be 5 separate Master Agreements for the design categories 
listed above for facilities located throughout the State of Iowa under a designated term contract and 
on an as-needed basis for which the DNR Engineering Bureau provides oversight responsibility. 
The base contract resulting from the RFQ will be with the DNR Engineering Bureau. 

 
The selected firms shall provide these consulting services for a period of three (3) years on the 
basis of the initial designated term contract and individual project service agreements issued for 
specific proposed projects, with no guarantee as to the number or dollar value of project service 
agreements. The selected firms may be utilized to perform all Engineering Bureau design work or 
to supplement DNR in-house design resources. The initial designated term contract with each 
Consultant may be renewed or negotiated for three (3) additional periods of twelve (12) months 
each, at the discretion of the DNR Engineering Bureau. 

 
The response from the design professional field was very high and the DNR received proposals 
from 51 firms across the five categories with many firms asking to be pre-qualified for more than 
one category.  The NRC approved 5 firms at the January, 2010 meeting for category one, 
Architectural and Engineering Consultation.  29 proposals were received for that category. 
We are bringing the other four categories for approval this month, March 2010. 
 
The proposals are being reviewed by a team of four DNR staff including Don Labate, PE, and 
Mike Hameed, PE, from the Engineering Bureau, Angela Corio, with the Parks Bureau and 
George Antoniou, with the Fisheries Bureau.  The scoring of the proposals is based on the 
following criteria: 
 

Criteria for Proposal Evaluation  Weight  
3.3.1 Project Team – qualifications and experience of key personnel in providing 
services of type required by the design category  

40%  

3.3.2 Experience in Relevant Services that were performed in the past to other entities.  40%  

3.3.3 Implementation Plan and Management Techniques and Tools used for keeping 
project on schedule  

10%  

3.3.4 Fulfillment of all RFQ Requirements – proposal response to fully address all 
requested information  

10%  
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There were 29 proposals for category two, Civil and Structural Consultation, 26 proposals for 
Environmental and Sanitary Engineering Consultation, 15 proposals for Mechanical, Electrical, 
& Plumbing Consultation, and 10 proposals for Geotechnical Engineering Consultation.  The 
selection team has evaluated and scored the proposals and the results and recommendations are 
as follows: 
 

Civil and Structural Consultation 
Firm Name Location Score Rank 

Shive Hattery Architecture-Engineering West Des Moines, IA 323 1 
Stanley Consultants, Inc. Des Moines, IA 303 2 
McClure Engineering Company Johnston, IA 298 3 
Snyder & Associates Ankeny, IA 294 4 
WHKS & Co. Mason City, IA 290 5 
 

Environmental and Sanitary Engineering Consultation 
Firm Name Location Score Rank 

Stanley Consultants, Inc. Council Bluffs, IA 315 1 
Shive Hattery Architecture-Engineering Des Moines, IA 308 2 
Bartlett & West West Des Moines, IA 304 3 
McClure Engineering Company Johnston, IA 301 4 
Ehrhart Griffin & Associates Omaha, NE 293 5 
 

Mechanical, Electrical, & Plumbing Consultation 
Firm Name Location Score Rank 

Shive Hattery Architecture-Engineering West Des Moines, IA 334 1 
KJWW Engineering Consultants Des Moines, IA 330 2 
RDG Planning & Design Des Moines, IA 316 3 
Stanley Consultants, Inc. Des Moines, IA 306 4 
Brown Engineering Company Des Moines, IA 301 5 
Schemmer Associates Inc. Council Bluffs, IA 301 5 
 

Geotechnical Engineering Consultation 
Firm Name Location Score Rank 

Terracon Des Moines, IA 322 1 
Geotechnical Services, Inc. (GSI) Urbandale, IA 298 2 
Shive Hattery Architecture-Engineering West Des Moines, IA 256 3 
Schemmer Associates Inc. Council Bluffs, IA 254 4 
 
The selected and approved firms will be contracted, as noted above, on a general basis with 
specific projects negotiated at the time of need of the services.  The firms have submitted an 
hourly rate schedule which will be the basis of compensation for the duration of the contracts.  
Individual work orders for amounts over $25,000 will be brought before the commission for 
approval under the umbrella base contract created by this RFQ and selection approval. This RFQ 
and contract model is currently being used by the Department of Administrative Services, DOT 
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and other agencies in State and Federal government, as allowed by the Iowa Administrative 
Code Chapter 11-105.8(7) and 11-105.9. 
 
Staff recommends the selection of the above noted firms to be contracted on an indefinite 
delivery basis as noted in the RFQ. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

8. AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF DUBUQUE FOR THE EB 
LYONS INTERPRETIVE CENTER EXPANSION 
The Commission is requested to approve an amendment to the decision to approve an agreement 
between the Department and the City of Dubuque for the Department to provide engineering 
services, in the form of construction inspection, and partial funding for an expansion to the EB 
Lyons Interpretive Center in the Mines of Spain Recreation Area in Dubuque County, Iowa.  The 
Commission approved the agreement in July 2009 for a not to exceed amount of $115,000, 
which included $100,000 (Capital Link #169) and an estimated $15,000 for flooring in DNR 
offices and interpretive areas in the building (Capital Link #153 ). The project was let in August 
2009 by the City for a total amount of $1,229,367.00 to Stumpf Construction. 
 
The Department of Transportation awarded a grant to the DNR under the National Scenic 
Byways program for the amount of $183,200.00.  This amount will be transferred to the City of 
Dubuque under the 28E Agreement to be used in the construction of the expansion project.  
Additionally, the final flooring expense for the DNR offices and interpretive area totals 
$20,048.75, an increase of $5,048.75.  The City has also agreed to reimburse the DNR 
$15,000.00 for sewer work that will tie into the City sewer system. 
 
These changes will be made to the 28E Agreement and the total agreement will be for the DNR 
to pay the City $303,248.75 and the City to reimburse the DNR for $15,000.00. 
 
Summary of 28E Transfers 

DNR Contribution $100,000.00  City of Dubuque $15,000 
Flooring Expense $20,048.75 
DOT Grant $183,200.00 
Total $303,248.75 
 

Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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9. CONTRACT WITH BROKEN ARROW WEAR FOR THE IOWA NATURE STORE 
Commission approval is requested for a two-year service contract with Broken Arrow Wear of 
Des Moines, IA.   The contract will begin on April 1, 2010, and end on March 31, 2012. The 
total amount of this contract shall not exceed $40,000 per year in expenses paid by the DNR. 
With contract operations deemed acceptable to both the Contractor and DNR after 20 months of 
operation, both parties may agree to extend this contract for a period of up to two years beyond 
the contract ending date. 
 
This contract will be funded through income received from sales of Nature Store products, with 
net profits directed back to the State Parks Bureau’s conservation fund. Net profits in FY09 were 
$12,700; FY10 to date net profits are $16,200. Similar or slightly greater profits are expected for 
the coming two years. 
 
The Nature Store is an online retail sales outlet, and a point-of-sale operation at DNR’s State Fair 
building, for apparel and educational material, all meant to help Iowans connect with their natural 
resources – similar in intent to what schools do for their athletic programs. Most products are 
unique to the DNR and are intended to focus on various aspects of outdoor recreation and 
departmental programs that lend themselves to apparel designs. Initiated as one of the 
Department’s projects in 2003, the purpose of the store places the public’s connection with natural 
resources above profit making. However, profits that are generated go back to the State Parks 
budget and are an indication of the public’s willingness to purchase from the store. 
 
The DNR and Broken Arrow Wear propose to enter into this Contract for the purpose of retaining 
the Contractor to provide for the operation of the online Nature Store, the fulfillment of customer 
product orders, and to provide an economical source of apparel for the State Fair point-of-sales 
operation. 
 
Broken Arrow Wear was chosen using the competitive routine services process. They were 
chosen for this project as a result of their lowest pricing of services in store operation, the 
efficiency and quality of their fulfillment operations, the availability of economically priced 
apparel, and the high quality performance in providing these services for the past four years as 
our Contractor.  
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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10. CEDAR VALLEY ASSOCIATION FOR SOFT TRAILS (CVAST)- 28E AGREEMENT 
WITH DNR (GEORGE WYTH STATE PARK) 

REMOVED FROM AGENDA 
 

11. LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS 
11.1  BURT LAKE WMA – KOSSUTH COUNTY – INHF 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the acquisition of a tract of land 
located seven miles north and four miles East of Armstrong, Iowa which is just south of the 
Minnesota border.  The 58.09-acre tract is offered by the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation for 
the appraised price of $142,600.00, and 2010 agricultural rights.     
 
Licensed appraiser, Greg Tritle of Vander Werff and Associates, Sanborn, Iowa submitted the 
appraisal.  The purchase agreement was negotiated by Jerry Gibson. 
 
The subject tract consists of 20.7 acres of tillable land; 35.39 acres of pasture with recreational 
utility; and 2 acres of road right-of-way.  The tract has access from 510th Street on the North 
side.  The tract will provide excellent habitat for nesting waterfowl, and protect Burt Lake 
shoreline.  The average CSR for the tillable acres is 35.  
 
Acquisition funding will be Prairie Lakes I—NAWCA (100%).  Incidental closing costs will be 
the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked what the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation’s purchase 
price of the tract of land had been.  DNR Land & Waters Bureau Chief, Travis Baker responded 
it was $142,200. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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11.2  KELLERTON BIRD CONSERVATION AREA – RINGGOLD COUNTY – INGRAM 
& DUFFIELD 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Ringgold County adjacent to state-owned and managed Kellerton Bird Conservation Area 
(BCA).  Shirley Ingram and Dennis Duffield offer this 80-acre tract for the appraised price of 
$156,000. 
 
Gary Thien, Licensed Appraiser of Council Bluffs, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
 
This property is located four miles southwest of Kellerton in east central Ringgold County.  The 
moderately sloping to steep tract contains 62.3 acres of grassland enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP), a 5.5 acre pond, and remainder in steep upland draws.  The seller will 
retain the CRP payments as may be earned through 2012.  The average Corn Suitability Rating 
of the farm is 39.  There are no building improvements.  Kellerton BCA borders along the entire 
north side of the tract.  Access is provided by a county gravel road along the west boundary. 
 
This tract will provide a wintering area for the prairie chicken, fishing opportunities at the 
stocked pond, and enhanced outdoor recreation.  The Wildlife Bureau will manage the property 
in accord with the area management plan. 
 
Acquisition funding will be $117,000 from Pittman-Robertson, and $39,000 from REAP License 
Plate.  The tract will remain on the property tax rolls.  No survey or fencing costs is anticipated.  
Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion - None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

11.3  FOGLE LAKE WMA – RINGGOLD COUNTY – OLIVER PARKER REVOCABLE 
TRUST 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Ringgold County adjacent to state-owned and managed Fogle Lake Wildlife Management Area.  
The Oliver Parker Revocable Trust offers this 150-acre tract for the appraised price of $262,500. 
 
Gary Thien, Licensed Appraiser of Council Bluffs, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
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This property is located 1/2 mile north of Diagonal in northwestern Ringgold County.  The 
moderately sloping to steep tract contains 126 acres of grassland enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) and remainder in forested draws.  The seller will retain the CRP 
payments as may be earned through 2012.  The average Corn Suitability Rating of the farm is 42.  
There are no building improvements.  Fogle Lake WMA borders along the entire south and west 
boundaries of the tract, as well a portion of the east boundary.  Access is provided by a county 
gravel road along the entire north boundary. 
 
This tract will provide for significant watershed protection to Fogle Lake, and for enhanced 
wildlife habitat to this area.  The Wildlife Bureau will manage the property in accord with the 
area management plan. 
 
Acquisition funding will be $131,250 from Pittman-Robertson; $80,000 from Lake Restoration; 
$36,250 from REAP Open Spaces; and $15,000 committed funds from City of Diagonal Park 
Board, Ringgold County Chapter Pheasants Forever, Creston Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited, 
Diagonal Lions Club, and Fogle Lake Youth Archery Club.  The tract will remain on the 
property tax rolls.  No survey or fencing costs is anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the 
responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

12. LAND MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

12.1  GARLOCK SLOUGH WMA – DICKINSON COUNTY – CITY OF WEST OKOBOJI 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve a management agreement with the 
City of West Okoboji, Iowa to allow the city to manage and maintain a recreational trail through 
a portion of Garlock Slough Wildlife Management Area through December 31, 2035. 
 
The City of West Okoboji proposes to construct a paved 10-foot wide by 9,500-foot multi use 
recreational trail along State Highway 86 near the southerly shore of West Okoboji Lake. The 
city has applied for and received a construction permit from the DNR to construct 7,700 feet of 
the trail that will run through Garlock Slough Wildlife Management Area, terminating at 
Emerson Bay State Park. 
 
Under the proposed management agreement, the city will be responsible for management of the 
trail corridor and all expenses for site development construction and future maintenance for 
grading, culverts, bridges, concrete replacement, signing and barriers to separate motor vehicle 
traffic from trail users. 
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The agreement will be according to the terms and conditions of the standard DNR management 
agreement. 
 
Staff recommends approval of management agreement. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst commented that the looking at the map it appears there is a 
sub division, is that correct.  Travis Baker explained that was not a sub division but part of the 
RV campground, boat ramp and parking area.   
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

12.2  STEAMBOAT ROCK PARK – HARDIN COUNTY – CITY OF STEAMBOAT ROCK 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the approval of a management 
agreement with the City of Steamboat Rock and the DNR.  This agreement authorizes the City of 
Steamboat Rock to manage Steamboat City Park through 2035. 
 
The agreement covers 8 acres located within the city limits of Steamboat Rock.  The Iowa River 
bisects the area from north to south.  The area provides public access to the river as well as canoe 
portage and trail around the Steamboat Rock Dam. 
  
The agreement will be according to the terms and conditions of the standard DNR management 
agreement. 
 
Staff recommends approval of management agreement. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion - None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

13. CHAPTER 23, WILDLIFE HABITAT PROMOTION WITH LOCAL ENTITIES 
PROGRAM - NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 23, Wildlife Habitat 
Promotion with Local Entities Program.  The proposed amendments clarify the types of projects 
that are eligible to be cost shared, when the applications are due, how the applications are 
evaluated and how the applications are scored. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion - None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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14. CHAPTER 53, CONTROLLED HUNTING AREAS-NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 53, Controlled Hunting 
Areas.  This amendment removes the regulations requiring a controlled hunting program on Lake 
Odessa, Louisa County, Iowa.  
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Kircher spoke to the wildlife staff in reference to her concerns about 
removing the controlled hunting portion of the area, she commented that she felt it still needed to 
be regulated.  She stated that there is high potential for controversy on this proposal.  
Commissioner Francisco commented that he had already received a lot of public feedback.  He 
suggested that switching times from midnight to two hours before opening time.  Commissioner 
Kircher stated that she had also made this suggestion; adding the stipulation that decoys may 
only be placed two hours before sunrise and would be required to be tended to so as to avoid 
hunters placing and leaving the area before returning to hunt, as well decoys would need to be 
removed at the end of the day.  Commissioner Kircher gave an example of a minor who had 
contacted her expressing concerns/frustration over the proposed change.  He had explained that 
his area enforced minor curfew and his father worked nights this would not allow him ample 
hunting opportunity.  He expressed frustration over this and felt it was a disadvantage and 
discouragement to minors.  Commissioner Kircher suggested implementing controls around the 
busiest times (weekends) and uncontrol the area the rest of the time.  Commissioner Drees 
suggested 1) drawing for weekends 2) drawing for Thanksgiving 3) increase season fee to $75. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

15. CHAPTER 91, WATERFOWL AND COOT HUNTING SEASONS - NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 91, Waterfowl and Coot 
Hunting Seasons. 
 
These rules give the regulations for hunting waterfowl and coot and include season dates, bag 
limits, possession limits, shooting hours, and areas open to hunting.  The only changes adjust the 
season dates to comply with federal regulations and to ensure the seasons open on weekends. 
 

NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION[571] 
Notice of Intended Action 

 
 Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code subsection 455A.5(6), the Natural Resource Commission 
hereby gives Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 91 “Waterfowl and Coot Hunting Seasons,” 
Iowa Administrative Code. 
 These rules give the regulations for hunting waterfowl and coot and include season dates, bag 
limits, possession limits, shooting hours, and areas open to hunting.  Season dates are adjusted annually to 
comply with federal regulations and to ensure the seasons open on weekends.   
 Any interested person may make written suggestions or comments on the proposed amendment 
on or before April 27, 2010.  Written comments may be directed to the Wildlife Bureau's website at 
www.iowadnr.com or may be sent to the Wildlife Bureau Chief, Department of Natural Resources, 
Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0034; fax (515)281-6794.  Persons who wish to 
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convey their views orally should contact the Wildlife Bureau at (515)281-5034 or at the Wildlife Bureau 
offices on the fourth floor of the Wallace State Office Building.   

There will be public hearings held via the Iowa Communications Network on April 27, 2010.  
Interested persons should contact the Department at (515)281-5034 for a list of hearing locations or go to 
the Department's website at www.iowadnr.com.  At the public hearing, persons may present their views 
either orally or in writing. Participants will be asked to give their names and addresses for the record and 
to confine their remarks to the subject of the amendments.   
 Any persons who intend to attend the public hearings and have special requirements such as those 
related to hearing or mobility impairments should contact the Department of Natural Resources and 
request specific accommodations. 
 These amendments are intended to implement Iowa Code sections 481A.38, 481A.39, 481A.48 
and 483A.7. 

The following amendments are proposed. 
ITEM 1.  Amend subrules 91.1(2) and 91.1(3) as follows: 
91.1(2) Season dates - north zone.  For all ducks: September 19 18 through September 23 22 and 

October 10 16 through December 3 9. 
91.1(3) Season dates - south zone. For all ducks: September 19 18 through September 23 22 and 

October 17 16 through December 10 9. 
 
ITEM 2.  Amend subrules 91.3 (1), 91.3(2), and 91.3(3) as follows: 
91.3(2) Season dates - north zone. Canada geese and brant: September 26 25 through October  4  

10 and October 10 16 through December 13 12 and December 19 18 through January 3, 2010 2, 2011. 
White-fronted geese: September 26 25 through December 6 5. Light geese (white and blue-phase snow 
geese and Ross’ geese): September 26 25 through January 10, 2010 9, 2011. 

91.3(3) Season dates - south zone. Canada geese and brant: September 26 October 2 through 
October  4  10 and October 17 16 through December 13 12 and December 19 18 through January 10, 
2010 9, 2011. White-fronted geese: September 26 October 2 through December 6 12. Light geese (white 
and blue-phase snow geese and Ross’ geese): September 26 October 2 through January 10, 2010 9, 2011. 

 
ITEM 3.  Amend subrule 91.3(7) as follows: 
91.3(7) Light goose conservation order season. Only light geese (white and blue-phase snow 

geese and Ross’ geese) may be taken under a conservation order from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
from January 11, 2010 10, 2011, through April 15, 2010 2011. 
 

ITEM 4.  Amend subrule 571--91.6(481A) as follows: 
571—91.6(481A) Youth waterfowl hunt. A special youth waterfowl hunt will be held on October 3 and 
4, 2009 9 and 10, 2010, in the north duck hunting zone and October 3 and 4, 2009 9 and 10, 2010, in the 
south duck hunting zone. Youth hunters must be residents of Iowa as defined in Iowa Code section 
483A.1A and less than 16 years old. Each youth hunter must be accompanied by an adult 18 years old or 
older. The youth hunter does not need to have a hunting license or stamps. The adult must have a valid 
hunting license and habitat stamp if normally required to have them to hunt and a state waterfowl stamp. 
Only the youth hunter may shoot ducks and coots. The adult may hunt for any other game birds for which 
the season is open. The daily bag and possession limits are the same as for the regular waterfowl season, 
as defined in rule 571—91.1(481A). All other hunting regulations in effect for the regular waterfowl 
season apply to the youth hunt. 
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Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Francisco asked how often in the past 10 years was it recommended 
that both zone seasons opened at the same time.  Guy Zenner, DNR Wildlife responded 
approximately 5 out of the last 10 years.  Commissioner Garst commented that the commission 
had just heard public comments that the ducks do not show up until the season is closing and this 
information is not consistent with the data provided from the department.  She asked if last year 
was an unusual year.  Guy Zenner explained that Iowa had experienced record setting weather; 
with the third coldest October followed by the second warmest November, so this did play a 
large role in the migration of waterfowl through the state.  Though, the highest migration 
numbers had been during the time period October 10th-20th.  Commissioner Drees respectfully 
disagreed with Guy Zenner; he referred to the information from public speaker who had shown a 
short video on December 19, 2009 in the NE zone with thousands of ducks.  Guy Zenner 
explained that the entire duck season needs to be considered not just a certain zone.  
Commissioner Drees stated that he felt that there has to be a balance to enable all hunters’ 
opportunity.  Commissioner Schemmel asked what the reasoning was behind split zones with the 
same season opening date.  Guy Zenner explained that there are some years when it would be 
advantageous such as last year when the North zone was opened on the 10th and the South zone 
on the 17th.  This is an option that the department has but is not used every year.  Director 
Leopold reminded the commission that this is information not only from staff but from public 
input as well.  Commissioner Kircher commented that this is a Notice of Intended Action 
(NOIA) and encouraged the public to attend their area scheduled ICN meetings to voice their 
opinion.  Commissioner Schemmel asked about the vote impact today on the NOIA.  Ken 
Herring, Conservation & Recreation Division Administrator and Tamara Mullen, DNR Legal 
Counsel explained that the intent of the NOIA was to enable staff to move forward with public 
meetings to receive input from the public.  Commissioner Garst commented that she felt the 
commission owed it to the public to let them know what they thought about the current season 
date proposal so they may make further public comments before the final decision is to come 
before the commission for a vote.  Commissioner Francisco clarified for the benefit of the new 
commissioners how the NOIA process works.  Dale Garner, DNR Wildlife Bureau Chief asked 
for clarification from the commission if it was their intent to amend to make the duck and goose 
season the same or keep them separate.  Commissioner Drees said he was okay with the goose 
season but does not support the way duck season is proposed in the NOIA. Commissioner Drees 
commented that he will vote yes today in order to move the NOIA process forward for public 
comment but would not vote yes in August if the season dates remain as written.  
Motion (2) - Commissioner Kircher made motion to amend 91.1(3) ducks & 91.3(3) geese south 
zone to open a week later on the 23rd vs. the 16th of December and keep the North as written. 
Second – Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Ken Herring encouraged the commission to keep an open mind as NOIA is only 
the first step in the approval process.  Commissioner Underwood commented that she would like 
to wait until the ICN meetings are completed and all information is available. 
Amendment Motion Decision – Amendment Failed 3-yes 3-no (Underwood, Garst, Drees) 
Motion Decision – NOIA will remain as written 
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16. CHAPTER 94, NONRESIDENT DEER HUNTING – NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 94, Nonresident Deer 
Hunting.  Chapter 94 gives the regulations for nonresident deer hunting and includes season 
dates, bag limits, possession limits, shooting hours; areas open to hunting, licensing procedures, 
means and methods of take, and transportation and reporting requirements. The proposed 
amendment makes the wording consistent for the regulation on shooting from a roadway for 
residents and nonresidents. It also explains that a person who was unsuccessful in the drawing 
and then purchases a preference point will receive a refund for the cost of the preference point.    
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked for clarification on the preference point system. 
Willey Suchy explained that if a hunter is unsuccessful in the drawing they would be refunded 
the license fee minus the cost of a preference point ($50). 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

17. CHAPTER 106, DEER HUNTING BY RESIDENTS - NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 106, Deer Hunting by 
Residents.  
 
The proposed amendments specify where changes are needed in the county antlerless deer 
licenses to meet the department’s management objective for deer. The antlerless-only quotas 
were increased by 1,400 in 3 counties and reduced by 13,800 in 27 counties. The county 
antlerless quotas will need to be adjusted further after deer population surveys are completed in 
April. The amendments also clarify that landowner antlerless licenses will only be issued in 
those counties where paid licenses are available in the November antlerless season. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Kircher asked if the NOIA numbers could change before the final 
decision.  Dale Garner explained that is a possibility, the spotlight survey information is still 
incomplete but in order to begin the NOIA process they must move forward. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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18. CHAPTER 108, MINK, MUSKRAT, RACCOON, BADGER, OPOSSUM, WEASEL, 
STRIPED SKUNK, FOX (RED AND GRAY), BEAVER, COYOTE, RIVER OTTER, 
BOBCAT, GRAY (TIMBER) WOLF AND SPOTTED SKUNK SEASONS - NOIA 
The Commission is requested to approve this Notice to amend Chapter 108, “Mink, Muskrat, 
Raccoon, Badger, Opossum, Weasel, Striped Skunk, Fox (Red and Gray), Beaver, Coyote, River 
Otter, Bobcat, Gray (Timber) Wolf and Spotted Skunk Seasons.  
 
The amendments add Adair, Cass, Guthrie, Keokuk, Louisa, Madison, Mahaska, Marion, Warren 
and Washington counties to the open area for taking bobcats and increase the quota from 200 to 
250.  
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion - None 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

19. CONTRACT WITH P&N CORPORATION FOR WATERFOWL AERIAL SURVEYS 
Commission approval is requested for a 1 year-service contract with P&N Corporation of 
Marion, IA.   The contract will begin on April 1, 2010 and terminate on May 31, 2010.   The 
total amount of this contract shall not exceed $46,750.  DNR shall have the option to renew this 
contract long as this contract and any extensions do not exceed a six-year period.  This contract 
will be funded through Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Grant.   
 
Iowa’s Canada goose population is monitored annually via a statewide aerial survey.  These 
population estimates are used to determine appropriate hunting regulations each year.  Federal 
regulations also require states to monitor Canada goose populations annually to retain permits to 
use lethal population control methods in their jurisdictions.  The waterfowl surveys in north Iowa 
are part of the Prairie Pothole Joint Venture Evaluation Program, a multi-state effort in MN, SD, 
ND, and MT to monitor waterfowl population responses to the PPJV habitat restoration and 
management initiatives.  These surveys have been conducted annually since 1993, are part of 
multi-state cooperative waterfowl population monitoring programs, and provide data that are 
critical to developing biologically sound wildlife management and harvest programs.   
 
The parties propose to enter into this Contract for the purpose of retaining the Contractor to 
provide:  
 1. A helicopter and pilot to conduct the Statewide Canada Goose Survey.  The contractor 
flies a DNR observer to 165 2-sq.-mile plots randomly located across Iowa during April 1–25.  
Each 2 sq. mile plot is searched for Canada geese at an altitude of 150-200 ft.  The survey requires 
7 to 8 days (up to 10 hours of flight time/day) to complete.  The total flight time for the survey will 
not exceed 75 hours.  The survey starts in the southern Iowa and proceeds north.  The survey 
cannot be conducted in rain or snow or when winds exceed 35 mph.   
 2. A helicopter and pilot to conduct the north Iowa waterfowl survey.  The contractor flies a 
DNR observer to 35 4-sq.-mile plots in a 10 county area in north Iowa to count ducks and geese on 
300 randomly selected wetlands.  The survey is conducted twice during May: May 1-10 and May 
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17-31.  Total flight time for both counts will not exceed 50 hours.  The survey cannot be conducted 
in rain or snow or when winds exceed 25 mph. 
 
P&N Corporation was chosen using the competitive bid process.  P&N Corporation was chosen 
for this project because P&N Corporation had the highest overall score in the evaluation process, 
the Enstrom F28 helicopters they fly have one of the best FAA safety records, they have more 
power and control than similar sized helicopters in windy conditions, the pilots have extensive 
experience flying low-level waterfowl surveys, they have several helicopters available to fly, 
they have GPS navigational systems in their helicopters, they are familiar with all airports in 
Iowa and surrounding states, the pilots repair and rebuild helicopters and they have flown 
waterfowl surveys in Iowa since 2002.   
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked if these surveys were completed every year.   
Dale Garner responded that it is a requirement in Iowa.  Commissioner Underwood then asked if 
states shared this information with each other.  Dale Garner responded that was correct as well 
the information is shared by states with the National Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

20. CONTRACT WITH THE OMAHA-COUNCIL BLUFFS METROPOLITAN AREA 
PLANNING AGENCY FOR CARTER LAKE WATER QUALITY PLAN 
IMPLEMENTATION 
Commission approval is requested for a two year-service contract with the Omaha-Council 
Bluffs Metropolitan Area Planning Agency (MAPA).  The DNR, City of Omaha, City of Carter 
Lake, MAPA, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ) and the Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission (NE G&P) met from November 9, 2006 through March 11, 2008 and the 
result was the Carter Lake Water Quality Management Plan, May 2008 (“WQ Plan”). The plan is 
an attempt to rehabilitate and protect Carter Lake that is located on the border between Omaha, 
Nebraska and the City of Carter Lake, IA. 

 
The Party Members working in cooperation with the local Carter Lake Environmental 
Assessment and Rehabilitation Water Council and a Technical Advisory Team, as part of a 
community-based watershed quality management planning process for Carter Lake, produced the 
WQ Plan. The Parties agreed to cooperate in developing a Water Quality Preliminary 
Engineering Design (PED) for the lake rehabilitation, including retaining engineering firms to 
assist in the process of implementing the WQ Plan. The Parties also agreed to cooperate in 
implementing the PED for lake rehabilitation and to hire engineering firms for the PED. MAPA 
agreed to serve as the lead agency for purposes of coordinating the Party Members’ efforts in the 
PED Implementation. 
 
The DNR’s purpose in entering into this Cooperative Agreement is to commit funds to the Final 
Engineering Design and Project Implementation of a water quality improvement project for the 
restoration of Carter Lake. 
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The contract will begin on the date of commencement and terminate on March 31, 2012. The 
total amount of this contract shall not exceed $855,717.  DNR shall have the option to renew this 
contract as long as this contract and any extensions do not exceed a six-year period. DNR’s 
source of funding for this Contract is a program established under Iowa Code 456A.33B, Lake 
Restoration Plan and Report, known as the State Lake Restoration Program and a Special 
Appropriation under 83rdGA, SF376. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked what the total project timeline was.  George 
Antoniou, DNR Fisheries responded that it would be approximately a 3 year project; a special 
appropriation was received specifically for Carter Lake for $500,000.  Commissioner 
Underwood then asked if there would be an educational component to the plan.  George 
Antoniou explained that there would be and explained what that would consist of. 
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

21. CONTRACT WITH IOWA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND LAND 
STEWARDSHIP FOR THE BIG CREEK WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
Commission approval is requested for a three year-service contract with the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship. The contract will begin on the date of commencement and 
terminate on March 31, 2013. The total amount of this contract shall not exceed $89,525.  DNR 
shall have the option to renew this contract as long as this contract and any extensions do not 
exceed a six-year period. This contract will be funded through the Lakes Restoration Program 
established under Iowa Code Section 456A.33B. 
 
Big Creek State Park/Lake is a major recreational destination for the citizens of Iowa.  Over 
350,000 visitors travel to Big Creek each year and they annually generate over $19 million in 
spending.  Improving the lakes water quality through watershed improvements is critical to 
maintaining and even increasing recreational use levels. 

 
Big Creek Lake is currently listed on the EPA 303d list for bacteria and historically has been listed 
for sediments and nutrients.  A comprehensive review of the watershed indicates that 
approximately 6,379 tons of sediment and 8,280 pounds of phosphorus are annually delivered to 
the lake.  These numbers must be significantly reduced to preserve the lake’s water quality and 
extend the lifespan of the lake.  Additionally, waste products from humans and animals within the 
watershed that adversely impact water quality must also be reduced. 
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Commission approval will allow the DNR to assist with this project by providing funding 
resources where appropriate and allocating staff to improve the lakes watershed. Details to the 
proposed financial commitment for this project are outlined in the attached letter dated May 8, 
2009. This project is critical to improving the lake’s water quality and in removing the system 
from the “Impaired Waters” list.  In addition, Big Creek Lake is listed as one of our 35 
significant priority lakes for restoration and State restoration criteria require that in-lake 
restoration efforts can only take place after watershed nutrient/sediment issues have been 
addressed. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked how lake projects were prioritized.  George 
Antoniou explained the criteria that are evaluated in the prioritization process.  
Motion Decision – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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22. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 Commissioner Drees 
o Diligent in moving forward as a commission to formalize the policies and 

guidelines discussed at the previous day’s commission training.  He stated that the 
guiding principles of board behavior should take precedence. 

 
 Commissioner Francisco 

o Gave out Quarterly report for Rathbun  
 

 Commissioner Garst 
o Houseboats littering in Cedar Rapids  

 
 Commissioner Kircher 

o Gift to Iowa’s Future – commented that as a budget savings measure not all 
commissioners needed to attend but at the same time felt it was important for 
commission representation. Commissioner Underwood and Commissioner 
Schemmel advised they were planning on attending. 

o Thanked Commission Chairperson Greg Drees for his recent opinion article he 
wrote on Honey Creek State Park Resort that was published in the Des Moines 
Register.  

 
 Commissioner Schemmel 

o Thanked staff for the previous day’s commissioner training session as he found it 
very informative. 

 
 Commissioner Underwood 

o Also found commission training session very helpful 
o Like to see commission move the ideas from day 2 forward and implement 

 

23. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
 Eagles Population /Lead 
 State land crop leases be no till 
 Houseboat littering in Cedar Rapids 
 Possible tour on rain gardens 
 Fish stock & possible Tour at Big Creek 

 
Next Meeting Dates: 
04/08/10, Thursday-Polk County 
05/13/10, Thursday-Polk County 
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ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Natural Resources Commission, Chairperson 
Gregory Drees adjourned the meeting at 5:02 p.m., on March 11, 2010. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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