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Thursday February 11, 2010 NRC MEETING AGENDA 

Meeting convenes at 10:00 am 
Public Comment Period begins at approximately 10:30am 

Meeting Location: Wallace Bldg – 4th Floor Conference Rooms 
502 E. 9th Street, Des Moines, IA 

1 Approve Agenda   
2 Approve Minutes of 01/14/10   
3 Director’s Remarks   
4 Honey Creek Update   
5 Construction Projects   
 5.1 Lake Wapello State Park, Davis County – 

Grouted Rip Rap Chute 
Decision Carried 

6 Small Construction Projects Contracts  Information N/A 
7 Contract Renewal with Salem & Associates, Inc. for 

ITB Application Maintenance and Enhancements 
Decision Carried 

8 Hardwood Timber Sale Falcon Springs Wildlife Area Decision Carried 
9 Chapter 61, State Parks and Recreation Areas – 

Notice of Intended Action  
Decision Carried 

10 Chapter 62, State Forest Camping - Notice of Intended 
Action 

Decision Carried 

11 Agreement with Winneshiek Soil and Water 
Conservation District 

Decision Carried 

12 Agreement with Boone Soil and Water Conservation 
District 

Decision Carried 

13 Wildlife Habitat Promotion With Local Entities Program 
Grant Review 

Decision Carried 

14 Chapter 54, Introduction and Removal of Plant Life – 
Final  

Decision Carried 

15 Fish Habitat Promotion With Local Entities Program 
Grant Review 

Decision Carried 

16 FY2010 Low-head dam public hazard cost-share 
program  

Decision Carried 

17 FY2011 Water Trails program grants  Decision Carried 
18 Land Acquisition Projects   
 18.1 Spring Run Wetland Complex – Dickinson 

County – Raymond & Susan Meylor 
Decision Carried 

 18.2 Waterman Creek Prairie – O’Brien County – 
The Nature Conservancy 

Decision Carried 

 18.3 Boone Forks WMA -- Hamilton County – INHF Decision Carried 
 18.4 Little Buck WMA -- Bremer County – INHF Decision Carried 
 18.5 Lost Grove Lake -- Scott County – Bruce and 

Emmy Lou Dexter 
Decision Carried 

 18.6 Lost Grove Lake -- Scott County – Dale and Jill 
Grunwald 

Decision Carried 

19 Land Management Project: Black Hawk State Park – 
Sac County – City of Lake View 

Decision Carried 

20 Funding Sources for Management of State Preserves Information N/A 
21 Donations Decision Carried 
22 2010 REAP Congress Report Decision Carried 
23 2009 REAP Conservation Education Programs Grants Information N/A 
24 Chapter 15, General License Regulations - Notice of 

Intended Action 
Decision Removed from 

Agenda 
25 Chapters 46, 47, and 50 – Proposed Amendments Information N/A 
26 General Discussion 

• Lake Restoration FY11 Funding 
27 Items for Next Meeting 
 Next Meetings: 

03/11/10, Thursday-Polk County 
04/08/10, Thursday-Polk County 
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MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by the NRC Commission 
Chairperson, Gregory Drees on February 11, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. He welcomed the public to the 
meeting and reviewed the public speaking forum guidelines. 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   
Gregory Drees, Chairperson 
Richard (Kim) Francisco, Secretary 
Elizabeth Garst 
Tammi Kircher, Vice-Chairperson 
Dennis Schemmel 
Margo Underwood 
Janelle Rettig 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
None 

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded – Commissioner Kircher 
Amendments/Changes – At the department’s request item #24 was removed from the agenda. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM 1/14/10 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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3. DIRECTOR’S REMARKS  

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 Legislative Session 

o Bill HF 2017 Canoe & Kayak Registration:  Requires canoes and kayaks be 
registered and that the decal be fastened on the outside of canoes and kayaks over 
8 feet and on the inside of canoes and kayaks under 8 feet.  Sets fines for 
violations at $10. 

o Sustainable Funding Bill:  This sets the funding formula for sustainable funding 
for natural resources. 

o State Parks: Remains one of the department’s top priorities.  The idea was posed 
at some legislative budget sub committees to implement a park user fee. This is 
only an idea at this point and would take a change in the Iowa code to actually 
implement. 

o Baiting & Feeding of Wildlife:  The intent of this bill is to regulate the feeding 
and baiting of wildlife for disease control purposes. 

 Hiring utilizing the Fish & Wildlife Trust Fund (F&WTF):  Approval has been received 
to hire; Law Enforcement Bureau Chief, Assistant Bureau Chief, 2 Supervisors, 14 Law 
Enforcement Conservation Officers, as well as some fisheries & wildlife seasonal staff.  
There are no general fund monies involved with any of these positions. 

 Governor’s Budget:  Though terrible it is not as bad as it could be.  Hopefully there will 
be no more budget cuts to the department.  As long as things remain at status quo there 
should not be any layoffs or park closings.  The Director commended the DNR 
management team for their teamwork and planning efforts. 

o Highlights of the Governor’s Budget: 
 Lake restoration program is now at only $2 Million 
 Low head dam dollars are gone 
 REAP  has been cut from $18 to $12 Million 
 Honey Creek Resort – $1.5 Million has been added within the parks 

operation, maintenance and infrastructure budget. 
Discussion: 
Commissioner Garst: 

o Commented that she felt the decline in funding for water shed management is a huge 
tragedy for the state’s natural resources.  She encouraged staff to get the message to the 
legislature whenever possible that the only way the state would ever have clean water 
ways would be through water shed management. 

o Commented that she would like more information on the idea of implementing a park 
user fee.  What are the pros and cons, what do other states do, etc.  Director Boddy noted 
that she had just sent the commissioners a document titled ‘Iowa State Park User Fee’, 
this document outlines the concerns expressed by Commissioner Garst. (a hard copy was 
provided to the commissioners during a break) 
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4. HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK UPDATE 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 Deputy Director Boddy gave an update on Honey Creek State Park Resort (HCR). 
o December numbers were not where the department would like to see them. 

o Deputy Director Boddy has spoken to the General Manager, Andy Woodrick in 
reference to the low numbers and received the below information: 

 Winter months have been challenging due to weather, economy, etc. 

 63% of Decembers Room (lodge and cottage) revenue was generated on 
weekends and 37% on weekdays 

 62.54% of Decembers F&B revenue was generated on weekends, 
including 92% of banquet revenue and 37.46% on weekdays, including 
8% of banquet revenue 

 77% of January’s Room revenue was generated on weekends and 23% on 
weekdays 

 52.4% of January’s F&B revenue was generated on weekends, including 
50% of banquet revenue and 47.56% on weekdays, including  50% of 
banquet revenue 

 Competitors operating results as reported by Smith Travel Research. In 
December, the competitive set was down over 11% in occupancy and 
revenue, from 2008, while HCR off less than 1% in revenue, compared to 
last year (which was the third month of operation in 2008). Non resort 
hotels in the state of Iowa suffered a 15% decline in occupancy in 
December.  Andy Woodrick reports that the prestigious resort he 
previously managed was down 70% in revenue in January, 2009, from 
January 2008. 

 There has been an impressive increase in group bookings for 2010, 
including wedding bookings.  HCR continues to experience high volume 
of visits to the web site (over 270,000 visits in 2009), and the inbound call 
volume to the resort is strong, with over 2,500 calls in December. 

 The commissioners were given a copy of the spreadsheet used to track all of the 
consultant’s improvement suggestions that notes the timeline for completion. 
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 There was a special recognition award presented to the DNR Engineering Bureau by the 
Iowa Concrete Pavers Association in acknowledgement of the high quality design and 
workmanship of the concrete work done at HCR. 

 Golf Inc. magazine featured HCR as the development of the year.  
http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/golfinc_2010winter/#/28 

 One promotional piece that is currently being worked on is to incorporate HCR as part of 
a ‘Golf Trail’.  This is a series of golf courses around the state that people come to play 
over an extended period of time. HCR is one of five courses being considered to be 
included in this trail. 

 There is potential that a state representative may send out a news release about rates at 
HCR.  It is claimed that state employees receive a $70 rate while DNR employees receive 
a $59 rate while the general public receives a $150 rate when staying at HCR.  To clarify; 
all state employees may receive a $59 state rate only when conducting state business and 
if there are available rooms.  This is not unlike many other hotel facilities throughout the 
state that offer state and federal discounted rates. 

Page | 4  
 

http://www.nxtbook.com/nxtbooks/cypress/golfinc_2010winter/#/28


February 11, 2010                      Natural Resources Commission Minutes 
 

5. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 
5.1 LAKE WAPELLO STATE PARK, DAVIS COUNTY – GROUTED RIP RAP CHUTE 
This project consists of a spillway chute constructed of riprap laid over engineering fabric and 
grouted into place to lock individual stones together to create a monolithic spillway surface.  
Water flow velocities are high enough that riprap alone will not hold in place.  This is being done 
as an alternative to a more expensive concrete spillway.  This structure replaces one that was 
washed away in 2009 on the Wolf Creek watershed of Lake Wapello.  The pool elevation of the 
5 acre pond will be raised 7 inches to allow for increased sediment capacity in the future. 
 
This project was designed and will be inspected by Jason Kruse, District Inspector.  DNR 
estimate is $64,000.  Funding source is Lake Restoration (FY10 capital link #112).  9 sets of 
plans were issued.  7 bids were received. 
 
TK Concrete     Pella, IA    $53,219.00 
Muhs Trucking and Excavating  Birmingham, IA   $54,994.00 
Cole Construction Co. Inc.   Keosauqua, IA   $58,155.00 
Kinman Co. Inc.    Oskaloosa, IA    $61,587.00 
DeLong Construction Inc.   Washington, IA   $62,894.00 
Chambers Ltd.     Corydon, IA    $64,926.00 
Great Plains Contractors LLC   Lancaster, MO    $76,638.00 
 
Staff recommends the acceptance of the low bidder, TK Concrete. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Francisco asked if the lake was still drawn down.  Don Labate, 
DNR Engineering Bureau Chief responded that particular pool is higher than the main lake so it 
is clear to begin work.  Commissioner Garst asked if all sediment retention ponds have 
spillways.  Don Labate explained that most do.  Commissioner Garst asked if this would be a 
design the commissioner would be seeing more of in the future as sediment retention ponds are 
constructed around the state.  Don Labate explained that this project was not typical as it is a 
major inlet for the lake.   Commissioner Rettig asked what had washed away.  Don Labate 
responded the inlet basket system. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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6. SMALL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS CONTRACTS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
The following projects have been let utilizing the Competitive Quotation process for projects 
$100,000 or less: 

 
BID 

DATE PROJECT COUNTY AREA DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE BIDS 

12/31/09 09-05-26-04 Davis Stephens State Forest construction of 
earthen dam $21,000.00 

$17,350.31 
$17,983.50 
$19,386.50 
$19,985.15 
$22,015.25 
$31,142.00 

1/7/10 09-04-39-03 Guthrie Springbrook State Park emergency 
lighting for cabin $5,700.00 $7,400.69 

1/21/10 10-04-87-02 Taylor Lake of 3 Fires State Park Install pad site 
for CXT bldg $34,840.00 

$39,475.00 
$66,919.25
$79,535.00

1/21/10 10-04-87-03 Taylor Lake of 3 Fires State Park Sanitary sewer 
replacement $11,000.00 

$11,250.00 
$19,735.00 
$28,876.00 
$69,125.00 

 
Moved – N/A Informational Item Only 
Seconded – N/A Informational Item Only 
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 

7. CONTRACT RENEWAL WITH SALEM & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR ITB 
APPLICATION MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENTS 
Commission approval is requested for the renewal of a one year year-service contract with Salem 
& Associates, Inc. of Des Moines, Iowa.   The contract will begin on March 6, 2010, and 
terminate on March 5, 2011. The total amount of this contract shall not exceed $400,000.  DNR 
shall have the option to renew this contract long as this contract and any extensions do not 
exceed a three-year period.  This contract will be funded through various program area EPA 
grants or other funds. 
 
The Department uses over 100 different applications, most of which were developed by an 
outside vendor, and ITB does not have staff resources in place for application development and 
maintenance for all of these applications.  Prior to January 2009 when the NRC approved the 
Salem & Associates, Inc. maintenance contract the practice had been for bureaus in need of 
assistance to contract separately with vendors to provide these services.  Not only can these 
individual processes take time, but they do not allow the Department to take advantage of 
economies of scale by providing vendors more work.  This current contract will allow the 
Department to have the appropriate support resources available on an “as needed” basis and will 
guarantee better oversight of this work with input from ITB. 
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The Department shall pay Salem Associates at a rate not to exceed $85 per hour, with most 
services anticipated to be billed at $75 per hour for not more than 5,000 hours.  Program bureaus 
will be responsible for paying for the services from their own budgets. 
 
The Department requests the Commission to approve a contract with Salem Associates to 
provide application maintenance and enhancement support to the Department’s Information 
Technology Bureau (ITB).  The parties propose to enter into this Contract for the purpose of 
retaining the Contractor to provide information technology services. 
 
An RFP was issued in the fall of 2008 for IT staff augmentation.  Five companies responded the 
RFP to provide C# .Net, Java, SQL Server 2005 and Oracle development and technical writing 
services.  After review of the resumes by a team of three DNR staff, two companies were 
selected for interviews.  ITB then selected Salem & Associates, Inc. as the vendor with the 
highest score. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig commented that $400k was a lot of money which could 
instead be utilized to hire several IT staff. She then asked why an outside vendor was being used.  
Rick Hindman, DNR IT Bureau Chief explained that the primary purpose is that it gives the 
department the ability to ramp up staff as needed and the benefit is that only the needed work 
would need to be paid for.  Commissioner Francisco asked how much was previously spent.  
Rick Hindman explained that it varied greatly because previously each program area would 
submit their own RFP and secure a vendor and those rates and quality of work varied.  This is a 
consistent process for all program areas to use.  Commissioner Drees commented that the 
funding source is vague.  Rick Hindman advised that this will be a resource for the entire 
department and before any work would begin the requesting program area would need to verify 
that funds were available in their budget.  Commissioner Rettig commented that outside 
consultants often times do not save the government money and at the rate of up to $85/hr she 
believed it to be a bad idea. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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8. HARDWOOD TIMBER SALE FALCON SPRINGS WILDLIFE AREA 
The Natural Resource Commission is asked to approve the sale of an estimated 77,990 board feet 
of mixed hardwood trees at the Falcon Springs Wildlife Area.  The sale consists of 734 trees. 
 

Species # of Trees Bd. Ft./Tree Total Bd. Ft. 
Red, Black Oak 306 171 52,460 
White, Bur Oak 78 113 8,820 
White Elm 33 101 3,330 
Red Elm 14 127 1,780 
Basswood 3 157 470 
Ash 1 70 70 
Cherry 6 140 840 
Hickory 28 78 2,190 
Walnut 42 119 4,980 
Hackberry 2 90 180 
Butternut 1 110 110 
Cottonwood, Aspen 18 153 2,760 
Culls 202   
Totals 734  77,990 

 
The harvests will accomplish 13 acres of early successional habitat and 5 acres of clearcuts 
which will be re-planted with native oak seedlings.  These management practices are in 
accordance with the Falcon Springs Forest Stewardship Plan, approved December 2009.  The 
harvesting is being conducted specifically to improve habitat for game and non-game wildlife 
species including:  ruffed grouse, woodcock, deer, turkey, warblers, cuckoo and eastern towhee. 
 
A natural areas inventory was conducted, and there are no known threatened and endangered 
species in the harvest area.  Wildlife den trees will not be marked and will be left standing.  Best 
management practices (BMP’s) will apply to the site.  No tops or harvesting residue will be left 
in adjacent waterways. Harvesting is to occur only when ground is firm or frozen to minimize 
soil disturbance.  Skid trails and landing areas will be repaired following the harvest.  No skid 
trails will be allowed in the SMA (within 50 feet of the adjacent waterway) except at designated 
stream crossings. 
 
The following bids were received for the sale: 
 

Company Location Amount of Bid 
Jones Wood Heating and Logging McGregor, IA $30,030.00 
Grau Logs and Lumber, Inc. Elkader, IA  $28,315.00 
Dan Jones Logging  Waterville, IA  $27,690.00 
Charles Downs Fayette, IA  $24,441.00 
Buffalo Lumber and Tie Company Fountain City, WI $15,250.50 

 
The Commission is requested to approve a contract with the high bidder, Jones Wood Heating and 
Logging for $30,030.00 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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9. CHAPTER 61, STATE PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS – NOTICE OF INTENDED 
ACTION  
The Departments requests Commission approval for publication of a Notice of Intended Action 
to amend Chapter 61 “State Parks and Recreation Areas”.  These amendments make several 
changes to the rule.  First, it updates the definition of “immediate family” to also include spouses 
and legal guardians.  Secondly, it limits the number of persons allowed on campsite to be no 
more than six with two exceptions: one exception is for designated chaperoned organized youth 
group campsites, and the other exception is for families who exceed six persons, are all members 
of an immediate family, and cannot logically be split to occupy two campsites. The final 
amendment removes the requirement that the occupants of an approved second tent on a 
campsite must be under the age of 18 and dependent members of the immediate family 
occupying the basic unit.  This last change will, for example, allow individuals such as a husband 
and wife to sleep in two small separate tents on the same campsite, and allow unrelated campers 
with six or fewer people, such as a school club or friends, to have an approved second tent on a 
campsite. These changes are a result of inquiries from the public and a legislator about 
occupancy of campsites and who is allowed to have an approved second tent on a campsite. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco motioned to move both items 9 and 10 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Motion to Amend – Commissioner Rettig moved to amend the language used to include ‘spouse 
or domestic partner’.   
Discussion – Commissioner Drees asked how often rule changes like this would potentially 
occur.  Kevin Szcodronski explained that after studying the current rules these are changes that 
make sense and would be easy to implement. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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10. CHAPTER 62, STATE FOREST CAMPING - NOTICE OF INTENDED ACTION 
The Departments requests Commission approval for publication of a Notice of Intended Action 
to amend Chapter 62 “State Forest Camping”.  These amendments make several changes to the 
rule.  First, it updates the definition of “immediately family” to also include spouses and legal 
guardians.  Secondly, it limits the number of persons allowed on campsite to be no more than six 
with two exceptions: one exception is for designated chaperoned organized youth group 
campsites, and the other exception is for families who exceed six persons, are all members of an 
immediate family, and cannot logically be split to occupy two campsites.  
 
The final amendment removes the requirement that the occupants of an approved second tent on 
a campsite must be under the age of 18 and dependent members of the immediate family 
occupying the basic unit.  This last change will, for example, allow individuals such as a husband 
and wife to sleep in two small separate tents on the same campsite, and allow unrelated campers 
with six or fewer people, such as a school club or friends, to have an approved second tent on a 
campsite.  
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco motioned to move both items 9 and 10 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Motion to Amend – Commissioner Rettig moved to amend the language used to include ‘spouse 
or domestic partner’.   
Discussion – Commissioner Drees asked how often rule changes like this would potentially 
occur.  Kevin Szcodronski explained that after studying the current rules these are changes that 
make sense and would be easy to implement. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

11. AGREEMENT WITH WINNESHIEK SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
The Department requests Commission approval of an agreement between the Department and the 
Winneshiek Soil and Water Conservation District.  The primary purpose of this agreement will 
be to fund a position that will work with private landowners utilizing best management practices 
that improve water quality and wildlife habitat in the “impaired” coldwater stream watersheds in 
Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties.  This agreement will further achieve the goals of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources Fisheries and Wildlife Bureau and 319 Program. 
 
The Wildlife Bureau in partnership with the Fisheries Bureau successfully applied for a 319 
grant, a federal award made available through the Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Environmental Services Division of the Department.  This contract will enable the Department to 
put a person on the ground who will work with private landowners in the impaired coldwater 
stream watersheds in Winneshiek and Allamakee Counties. 
 
The individual would not be an employee of the DNR but, instead, would be employed by the 
Winneshiek Soil and Water Conservation District and housed out of the Winneshiek USDA 
office. 
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The funding for the position will be $20,000 Wildlife and Fisheries Bureaus (Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund), and $15,000 319 funding (Federal Funds).  NRCS will provide office space, 
vehicle, phones, secretarial support, internet, office supplies in-kind. 
 
The total cost of the agreement to the DNR will not exceed $35,000. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked how many other partnerships like this does the 
department have.  Dale Garner, DNR Wildlife Bureau Chief replied approximately fifteen. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 

12. AGREEMENT WITH BOONE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
The Department requests Commission approval of an agreement between the Department and the 
Boone Soil and Water Conservation District.  The primary purpose of this agreement will be to 
fund a position that will work with private landowners utilizing best management practices that 
improve water quality and wildlife habitat in the “impaired” Big Creek Lake watershed in Boone 
and Polk Counties.  This agreement will further achieve the goals of the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources Fisheries and Wildlife Bureau and 319 Program. 
 
The Wildlife Bureau in partnership with the Fisheries Bureau and Lakes Restoration Program 
successfully applied for a 319 grant, a federal award made available through the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the Environmental Services Division of the Department.  This contract 
will enable the Department to put a person on the ground who will work with private landowners 
in the impaired Big Creek watershed. 
 
The individual would not be an employee of the DNR but, instead, would be employed by the 
Boone Soil and Water Conservation District and housed out of the Boone USDA office. 
 
The funding for the position will be $9,000 Wildlife Bureau (Fish and Wildlife Trust Fund), 
$11,000 Lakes Restoration Fund (General Fund), $15,000 319 funding (Federal Funds).  NRCS 
will provide office space, vehicle, phones, secretarial support, internet, office supplies in-kind. 
 
The total cost of the agreement to the DNR will not exceed $35,000. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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13. WILDLIFE HABITAT PROMOTION WITH LOCAL ENTITIES PROGRAM GRANT 
REVIEW 
In 1979, the Iowa General Assembly passed legislation requiring hunters and trappers to 
purchase a wildlife habitat stamp.  All revenue derived from the sale habitat stamps are used 
within the state of Iowa for acquisition of land, leasing of land, or obtaining easements from 
willing sellers for use as wildlife habitats and for the development and enhancement of wildlife 
lands and habitat areas.  At least 50 percent of the stamp revenues are apportioned to local 
entities (county conservation boards) on a semiannual basis each year.  Cost sharing will not be 
approved for more than 75 percent of the approved appraised value.  The Wildlife Habitat Stamp 
Fund Program is administered by the DNR in compliance with Iowa Administrative Code 571-23. 
 
Natural Resource Commission approval is requested for the wildlife habitat grant recommendations.  
The Wildlife Habitat Promotion with Local Entities Program Grant Review Committee met on 
January 15, 2010, to review a total of 7 county conservation board projects requesting 
$636,906.00 in Habitat Funds.  A total of $375,000.00 was available for this grant review. 
 
The committee recommends fully funding the top four (4) ranked projects and the remaining 
funds of $2,680.00, along with any undistributed funds from previous grant cycles, to the next 
ranked projects.  Undistributed funds may be available from cost savings on other projects and/or 
previous funds declined by county conservation boards.  If the next ranked project declines the 
remaining funding, the Department requests authority to offer those funds to the next highest 
scored project. 
 
Rank 

by 
Score 

County Project Acres Grant 
Request 

Grant 
Awarded 

Total 
Project 

Cost 
1 Hancock Upper Grove Wildlife Area 79 40,000.00 40,000.00 150,000.00
2 Sioux Fairview Wildlife Complex 112 261,450.00 261,450.00 365,400.00
3 Wright McClenahan Wildlife Area 65 25,870.00 25,870.00 106,620.00
4 Clinton Mangelsen Addition 100.4 45,000.00 45,000.00 105,000.00
5 Linn Matsell Bridge Natural Area 79 168,000.00 2,680.00 327,150.00

6 Black 
Hawk Twin Springs 56.24 27,655.00 0 143,412.00

 
The project described in the table below represents the unsuccessful grant applicants.  It is 
provided for the Commission’s information but is not recommended for funding at this time. 
 

Dallas  Burket Wetland 69 68,931.00 0 284,500.00
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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14. CHAPTER 54, INTRODUCTION AND REMOVAL OF PLANT LIFE – FINAL  
Natural Resource Commission approval is requested to amend Chapter 54, “Introduction and 
Removal of Plant Life.”  Chapter 54 amendments establish a means for the Department to permit 
the introduction of aquatic plant species in public waters as defined in NRC Rule 13.2 for the 
purpose of enhancing water quality and aquatic habitats and the removal of aquatic plants from 
pubic waters for the purpose of establishing a designated travel lane from a boat dock to open 
water.  Amendment changes also delete language to the taking of American ginseng and 
references the taking as established in chapter 78. 
 
No one attended the January 6, 2010 public hearing or submitted verbal or written comments. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 

15. FISH HABITAT PROMOTION WITH LOCAL ENTITIES PROGRAM GRANT 
REVIEW 
Natural Resource Commission approval is requested for the fish habitat grant recommendations.  
All revenue derived from fish habitat fees, paid for as part of fishing licenses, and is deposited in 
the state fish and game protection fund to be used for fish habitat development.  In compliance 
with 571 Iowa Administrative Code chapters 35, at least fifty percent of all revenue from the sale 
of fish habitat fees is distributed equally among six county districts to county conservation 
boards.   Each district is allowed to hold a two-year apportionment before money is reverted and 
redistributed equally among all districts.  This program is a 90% cost share grant open to all 
county conservation boards for the development of fish habitat or acquisition of land to be used 
for fish habitat development purposes. 
 
The Fish Habitat Grant Review Committees met in December 2009 and January 2010 to review 
county conservation board projects.  Each district forms a grant committee made up of at least five 
county conservation board directors that rank and score all of the projects in their district.  A district 
fisheries biologist sits on each committee for advisory purposes.  The committee recommends 
funding the projects as follows: 
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District 1 committee recommends funding the following five (5) ranked projects.   
Polk County $13,940.00 Rock Sill, Bank Armoring, and Fish Habitat at Thomas 

Mitchell Lake 
Poweshiek County $24,258.60 Causeway Armoring and Repair at Diamond Lake 
Hamilton County $32,872.50 Little Wall lake Shoreline Armoring and Habitat 
Webster County $10,485.00 Bank Armoring – Badger Lake/JF Kennedy Park 
Carroll County $26,601.90 Pond Construction at Tigges Wildlife Area 
District I Total $108,158.00 
 
District II committee recommends funding the following three (3) projects. 
Winnebago County $5,612.00 Ambroson Recreation Area Aerator Project 
Howard County $20,742.75 Turkey River J-Hook Weir Structure & Bank Armoring 
Kossuth County $40,000.00 Scuffman Land Acquisition 
District II Total $66,354.75 
 
District III committee recommends funding the following three (3) ranked projects. 
Clay County $29,700.00 Scharnberg Park Bank Armoring  
Clay County $14,040.00 Scharnberg Park Rock Jetty 
Plymouth County $967.58 Hillview Lake Fish Habitat  
District III Total $62,460.00 
 
District IV committee recommends funding the following project. 
Shelby County $24,893.00 Silt Removal at Manteno Park lake 
District IV Total $24,893.00 
 
District V committee recommends funding the following project. 
Lee County $89,466.00 Jetty and Shoreline Armoring at Pollmiller Park 
District V Total $89,466.00 
 
District VI committee recommends funding the following three (3) ranked projects. 
Dubuque County $9,180.00 Upper Catfish Creek Aquatic Habitat Improvement 
Iowa County $46,455.00 Lake Iowa park Campground Pond Restoration 
Dubuque County $9,112.50 Heritage Pond Bank Stabilization 
District VI Total $64,747.50 

 
The projects described in the table below represent the unsuccessful grant applicants.  It is 
provided for the Commission’s information but is not recommended for funding at this time. 
 

Marshall County $16,740.00 Rip-rap at Sand Lake  
Sioux County $33,600.00 Big Sioux Recreational Area Aeration and Fishing Platform 
Taylor County $6,750.00 Fencing Project at Windmill Lake 
Muscatine County $16,470.00 Discovery Pond Improvement 

Mahaska County $53,000.00 
White Oak Conservation Area Low Head Sediment 
Reduction Structure 

 
The Department recommends the Commission to approve the aforementioned projects, as 
described above. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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16. FY2010 LOW-HEAD DAM PUBLIC HAZARD COST-SHARE PROGRAM  
From the General Assembly’s water trails/low-head dams implementation appropriation, the 
Department has prioritized $225,000 in external projects for the Low-Head Dam Public Hazard 
program that will further agency goals of safety, stream habitat connectivity, and recreation on 
Iowa’s navigable streams. 
 
This cost-sharing will support $882,614 in project development. Chapter 30 of the administrative 
code implements the low-head dam safety cost-share program to support signage, dam removal, 
and dam modification for the benefits of navigational and recreational safety and aquatic species, 
including game fish. Three projects submitted Jan. 15, 2010 have been ranked in order of 
priority, and screened by our scoring committee for viability, proper expenditure of public funds, 
and likelihood of success. Scorers for this round of applications include John Pearson (DNR), 
Robin Fortney (citizen), Mark Wise (citizen), and Nate Hoogeveen (DNR). The recommended 
state fiscal year 2010 awards: 
 

Project Applicant 
Amount 

requested 
AWARD 

RECOMMENDED Score 
Boone Water Works Low-Head 
Dam Modification City of Boone $184,000 $184,000 98 

Cedar River Water Trail 
Portages-Downtown Waterloo City of Waterloo  $50,000  $41,000 

83 

Maquoketa River Dam Portage City of 
Manchester $4,358  0 81.5 

The Department recommends entering into cost-share agreements with the above-mentioned 
parties to accomplish the projects identified in their respective applications. If any applicants 
decline funds or are unable to meet their obligations under an agreement developed, the applicant 
that was not fully funded may be funded, or the unfunded grant may be funded, in order of rank. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked about the funding source.  Nate Hoogeveen explained 
that in December 2009 the commission had approved $210k for the Iowa Conservation Corp. 
contract.  Commissioner Garst then asked whether a reduction in funding would mean there 
would be no future grants awarded.  Nate Hoogeveen explained that the $50k in water trails that 
are internally prioritized would likely continue, but the low-head dam public hazard program 
would have no funding source and that the dam-related projects would stop coming before the 
commission for decision. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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17. FY2011 WATER TRAILS PROGRAM GRANTS 
The Iowa Legislature annually appropriates funds under Iowa Code section 452A.79. The Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources under Chapter 30 of 571 Iowa Administrative Code targets $50,000 of 
these funds toward the water trails granting program.  These funds are available to local governments 
(city, county, school) and service organizations to create water trails on rivers, lakes, sloughs and other 
waterways in Iowa. This commitment leverages $105,557 worth of total projects. 
  
Six projects submitted on or before Jan. 15, 2010 have been ranked and screened by our scoring 
committee for viability, proper expenditure of public funds, and likelihood of success. Scorers for this 
round of applications include John Pearson (DNR), Robin Fortney (citizen), Mark Wise (citizen), and 
Nate Hoogeveen (DNR). The recommended state fiscal year 2010 awards include: 
 

Project Applicant 
Amount 
requested 

AWARD 
RECOMMENDED Score

Iowa River Greenbelt Water 
Trail 

Iowa River 
Greenbelt Resource 
Trust 

$5,280  $5,280  93.3 

Quad Cities Water Trails River Action, Inc. $7,764  $7,764  93.0 

Black Hawk Creek Water Trail Black Hawk County 
Conservation Board $17,774  $17,774  92.8 

Upper Iowa River Water Trail Winneshiek County 
Conservation Board $19,596  $19,182  92.3 

Rathbun Lake South Shore Water 
Trail, Paddlers Primitive Camp 

Appanoose County 
Trails, Inc. $3,446   90.8 

Dawson Boat Ramp Dallas County 
Conservation Board $3,557   88.3 

The Department recommends entering into cost-share agreements with the above-mentioned parties to 
accomplish the projects identified in their respective applications. If any applicants decline funds or are 
unable to meet their obligations under an agreement developed, grant that did not receive funding will 
receive funding in order of score. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked how the commission was being asked to approve the 
FY2011 Water Trails Program Grants when the FY2011 budget was yet to be approved.  Nate 
Hoogeveen explained this has been the process since FY2006, and that the funding source has 
been consistent, and that if the revenue did not transpire the DNR would not be required to 
provide the funding per its standard grant agreement. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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18. LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS 
18.1 SPRING RUN WETLAND COMPLEX – DICKINSON COUNTY – RAYMOND & 
SUSAN MEYLOR 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the acquisition of a tract of land 
located in Dickinson County.  This approximately 141-acre tract is offered by Raymond and 
Susan Meylor for the appraised price of $240,000.  A Wetland Reserve Program easement 
encumbers 103 acres of the property. 
 
Licensed appraiser, Steven K. Schmidt, of Schmidt Appraisal Services, Spirit Lake, Iowa 
submitted the appraisal. The purchase agreement was negotiated by Jerry Gibson. 
 
The property is located five miles east of Arnold’s Park, and has excellent public access from 
290th Avenue on the East; 190th Street on the South; and 285th Avenue on the West.  The 
property consists of 103 acres of land encumbered by a Wetland Reserve Program easement; 34 
acres of cropland of which 18 acres are enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program; and 4 
acres of road right of way.  Development by the NRCS and the landowners include 37 acres of 
wetland/marsh, and 66 acres of native prairie seeding.  Sellers have reserved agricultural rights 
for 2010 which includes the 2010 CRP payment. 
 
The Wildlife Bureau will manage the property to provide additional migratory waterfowl habitat; 
improve water quality through natural filtration; and provide outdoor recreation.  Estimated 
survey costs are $2,500. 
 
Acquisition funding will be 100% Wildlife Habitat Stamp, and thus the property will remain on 
the property tax rolls.  Incidental closing costs are the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 

Moved – Commissioner Underwood 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked what the appraisal amount on the wetland easement area 
was.  Jerry Gibson explained to the Commission that the “Yellow Book” (federal appraisal standards 
commonly & professionally referred to as Yellow Book) allows an appraiser to estimate the value of 
a tract of land using ratios between comparable sales.  In this case the appraiser used comparable 
sales with the same percentage of WRP acres to “non-WRP” acres to develop a ratio.  He then 
applied the ratio to the Meylor tract, and did not break out the cover types.  So, there is no per acre 
breakdown in the appraisal for acres encumbered by a WRP easement.  Commissioner Rettig 
commented about the amount of land owned in Dickinson county.  She stated that the rest of the state 
would like some of the wildlife and public lands acquisition funding as well.  Commissioner 
Francisco said he did not necessarily disagree with Commissioner Rettig’s comment because he had 
heard this in his own area of the state.  He continued by adding that he believes the reason the 
department appears to own so much land in Dickinson County is because there are so many 
sovereign lakes.  Ken Herring, DNR Conservation & Recreation Division Administrator agreed and 
added the figure was approximately 23k , as well commented that other rational is that a lot of that 
land has been purchased with federal grants.  Commissioner Drees also added that there is a lot of 
willing land owners in this area. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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18.2 WATERMAN CREEK PRAIRIE – O’BRIEN COUNTY – THE NATURE 
CONSERVANCY 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the acquisition of a tract of land 
located in O’Brien County.  This 109-acre tract is offered by The Nature Conservancy for the 
REAP Grant amount of $164,685.00.   The tract appraised for $240,000.00, and TNC paid 
approximately $241,000.00 in April 2009. 
 
The appraisal was submitted by licensed appraiser, Greg Tritle of Vander Werff and Associates, 
Inc., Sanborn, Iowa. The purchase agreement was negotiated by Jerry Gibson. 
 
The property is located approximately 3 ½ miles southeast of Sutherland, and is bisected by Iowa 
Highway 10. The property consists of approximately 91 acres of pasture with timber, and 18 
acres of cropland.  The average CSR on the cropland is 57.  The property is utilized by bald 
eagles during migration and for nesting, as well as upland game.  The tract will play an important 
role in the development and management of Waterman Creek Prairie.   
 
The property will be managed by the Wildlife Bureau.  No fencing costs are anticipated, and the 
survey prepared by Kuehl and Payer, Ltd. was paid for by The Nature Conservancy. 
 
Acquisition funding will be provided from the REAP-Public/Private Account (100%-
$164,685.00), and TNC has donated the difference ($75,315.00) between the selling price and 
the appraised price.  The tract will remain on O’Brien County property tax rolls.  Incidental 
closing costs are the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded – Commissioner Schemmel 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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18.3 BOONE FORKS WMA -- HAMILTON COUNTY – INHF 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Hamilton County northwest of state-owned and managed Boone Forks Wildlife Management 
Area.  Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation offers this 200-acre tract for the price of $375,640.  
INHF acquired the property in May 2009 for $400,000.  The appraised price of the tract is 
$500,000. 
 
David Nebel, Licensed Appraiser of Nevada, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
 
This property is located 5 miles north of Stratford in western Hamilton County.  The gently 
sloping to steep tract is comprised primarily of upland timber (180 acres), along with two small 
cropland fields totaling 18 acres.  The Boone River severs the southeast corner of the property.  
There are no building improvements.  Access is provided by a county gravel surface road 
forming the west boundary. 
 
This tract will provide for wildlife habitat, and enhance public recreation to this area.  The 
Wildlife Bureau will manage the property in accord with the area management plan. 
 
Acquisition funding will be $250,640 from a REAP Public/Private grant, and $125,000 from 
REAP Protected Waters Area.  The tract will remain on the property tax rolls.  No survey or 
fencing costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

18.4 LITTLE BUCK WMA -- BREMER COUNTY – INHF 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
Bremer County adjacent to state-owned and managed Little Buck Wildlife Management Area 
and just west of Aldo Leopold Wildlife Management Area.  Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
offers this 93-acre tract for the price of $139,380.  INHF acquired the property in January 2010 
for $139,380.  The appraised price of the tract is $278,800. 
 
Bill Burkle, Licensed Appraiser of Hampton, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
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This irregular-shaped property is located 2 ½ miles east of Readlyn in southeastern Bremer 
County.  The level tract is comprised of entirely of bottomland timber and bounded on the west 
by the Wapsipinicon River.  The timber reflects a high quality oak/hickory mix interspersed with 
permanent and seasonal wetlands.  There are no building improvements.  Access is provided by 
state-owned Little Buck WMA adjacent north. 
 
This tract will provide for wildlife habitat, and enhance public recreation to this area.  In 
addition, the area is within a designated bird conservation area and within the range of an 
existing population of Blanding turtles.  The Wildlife Bureau will manage the property in accord 
with the area management plan. 
 
Acquisition funding will be from the Wildlife Habitat Stamp.  The tract will remain on the 
property tax rolls.  A boundary survey will be required. No fencing cost is anticipated.  
Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Francisco asked about this was similar in nature to the item last 
month (item#9.2) with the river boundary and wanted to know if it would cause any issues with 
land ownership if the river boundary changes over time.  Travis Baker, DNR Realty Services 
Supervisor explained that it is similar in nature and if the river boundaries were to change the 
department would still own the old channel and new channel would be owned by private land 
owners. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

18.5 LOST GROVE LAKE -- SCOTT COUNTY – BRUCE AND EMMY LOU DEXTER 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to accept a no cost permanent 
flowage easement from Bruce and Emmy Lou Dexter.  The easement lies below (east of) the 
emergency spillway for the proposed Lost Grove Lake and adjacent to the east side of the 
Grunwald tract (subsequent item).  The easement area consists of approximately 12.2 acres.  
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the permanent easement.  
 
The purpose of the permanent easement is to allow surface water to flow across the Dexter 
property in the event the emergency spillway is utilized.  Additional information on the Lost 
Grove Lake emergency spillway is attached.   
 
The landowners have stipulated that in the event the emergency spillway is used the Iowa DNR 
would compensate landowners for the damage caused by flood waters.  Damages will be 
calculated based on the present market value of the affected land. 
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No surveying costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the easement acquisition. 
 
Moved (1) – Commissioner Francisco moved to remove items 18.5 and 18.6 off the table 
Seconded – Commissioner Underwood 
Moved (2) – Francisco moved to approve items 18.5 and 18.6 
Seconded – Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked about previous experience the department has 
had in regards to damages.  Travis Baked explained that the department is responsible for 
damages it causes and in most cases this mechanism is used to calculate restoration payments 
though is not something the department has used in the past but is what the land owners are 
comfortable with.  Ken Herring added that previous practices have been that the landowner offer 
floodage easement and the department purchased at a given cost.    
Motion – Items 18.5 and 18.6 Carried by Unanimous Vote 

18.6 LOST GROVE LAKE -- SCOTT COUNTY – DALE AND JILL GRUNWALD 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to accept a no cost permanent 
flowage easement from Dale and Jill Grunwald.  The easement lies below (east of) the 
emergency spillway for the proposed Lost Grove Lake.  The easement area consists of 
approximately 7.5 acres.  
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the permanent easement. 
 
The purpose of the permanent easement is to allow surface water to flow across the Grunwald 
property in the event the emergency spillway is utilized.  Additional information on the Lost 
Grove Lake emergency spillway is attached.   
The landowners have stipulated that in the event the emergency spillway is used the Iowa DNR 
would compensate landowners for the damage caused by flood waters.  Damages will be 
calculated based on the present market value of the affected land. 
 
No surveying costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the easement acquisition. 
 

Moved (1) – Commissioner Francisco moved to remove items 18.5 and 18.6 off the table 
Seconded – Commissioner Underwood 
Moved (2) – Francisco moved to approve items 18.5 and 18.6 
Seconded – Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Underwood asked about previous experience the department has had in 
regards to damages.  Travis Baked explained that the department is responsible for damages it causes 
and in most cases this mechanism is used to calculate restoration payments though is not something 
the department has used in the past but is what the land owners are comfortable with.  Ken Herring 
added that previous practices have been that the landowner offer floodage easement and the 
department purchased at a given cost.    
Motion – Items 18.5 and 18.6 Carried by Unanimous Vote
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19. LAND MANAGEMENT PROJECT: BLACK HAWK STATE PARK – SAC COUNTY – 
CITY OF LAKE VIEW 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve a management agreement with the 
City of Lake View, Iowa to allow the city to maintain a recreational trail through a portion of 
Black Hawk Lake State Park through February 28, 2035. 
 
The City of Lake view proposes to develop a multi-use recreational trail around Black Hawk 
Lake, a sovereign state owned lake.  The project envisions a seven-mile long trail around the lake 
for use by hikers, bikers and skaters.  This new trail will connect to the existing Sauk Rail Trail.  
When connected to the Sauk Rail Trail, trail users will have access to a 40-mile long trail from 
Swan Lake in Carroll to Black Hawk Lake in Lake View.  The project is proposed to be 
completed in seven phases.  Phase 1 is located through the portion of the state park, locally 
known as Ice House Point.  That area is located adjacent to the southwest shore of the lake 
immediately southeast of the city on sovereign land that is fill from a 1930’s dredge project. 
The city completed grading for the trail in 2007 and has applied for and received a construction 
permit from the DNR to construct a paved 10-foot wide by 2000-foot segment of trail in 2010.  
At Ice House Point, a resting area with benches will be constructed.  Fishers will also use the 
trail for access to the point.  The waters off the point are the deepest waters in the lake where a 
rocky bottom is established as fish habitat. 
 
This proposed management agreement will set forth the responsibilities of the city and the DNR 
for future maintenance and management.  Under the agreement, the city will be responsible for 
all expenses for site development, construction and future maintenance for grading, culverts, 
concrete replacement and bench replacement.  The DNR will manage the trail within state 
property and be responsible for regular mowing, tree limb removal, snow removal and bench 
maintenance. 
 
If under future phases of the project, the city proposes to construct additional trail segments on 
property under DNR jurisdiction, this agreement will allow amendments to include those 
segments under the original terms of the agreement without further approval by the commission. 
 
Staff recommends approval of management agreement. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Francisco asked about this was a sovereigns land permit.  Ken 
Herring added that there are trails to the south that will be connected.  Commissioner Kircher 
asked whose responsibility it would be to mow the area.  Travis Baker explained that regular 
maintenance, development, construction or repair of the trail would be the responsibility of the 
city and the regular mowing or associated treatment would be the responsibility of the park.  
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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20. FUNDING SOURCES FOR MANAGEMENT OF STATE PRESERVES 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
The following is information for the Commission on how state preserves are funded.  There are 
96 state preserves in Iowa, owned and managed by a wide array of agencies and individuals.  
The following summaries address how management of preserves is funded: 
 
Ordered by manager and number of preserves 

1) County Conservation Boards in 28 counties manage 34 preserves using county funds 
2) DNR Wildlife Bureau manages 23 preserves using Fish & Wildlife Trust Fund 
3) The Nature Conservancy manages 13 preserves using private funds 
4) DNR State Parks Bureau of manages 12 preserves using General Funds 
5) Individual landowners manage 5 preserves using private funds 
6) Cities manage 4 preserves using municipal funds 
7) DNR Forestry Bureau manages 2 preserves using General Funds 
8) Universities (UNI and UI) manage 2 preserves using General Funds 
9) Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs manages 1 preserve using General Funds 

 
Combining by funding source: 

1) County funds – 34 preserves 
2) Fish & Wildlife Trust Fund – 23 preserves 
3) Private funds – 18 preserves 
4) General Fund – 17 preserves 
5) Municipal funds – 4 preserves 

An alphabetized list of individual preserves showing owner, manager, and management funding 
sources is contained in the attached spreadsheet. 
 
Moved – N/A Informational Item Only 
Seconded – N/A Informational Item Only 
Discussion – John Pearson reviewed with the commission a spreadsheet that has been developed 
to detailing the management of Iowa’s State Preserves.  Commissioner Garst thanked staff for 
the information.  She commented that the message she was taking away was that there is no 
additional funding available but if these areas are suppose to be the best of the best of our natural 
resources in the state of Iowa they should get more money for management and maintenance.  
Ken Herring explained that State Preserves are listed specifically in Sustainable Funding 
proposed bill. 
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 
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21. DONATIONS 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the following donations: 
 

Donation to: Amount Description Donation Provided by 
(Name/Org): 

Lake Anita State Park $50.00 steel posts for tree plantings Don Harris 
Lake Anita State Park $50.00 steel posts for tree plantings Glen Dinkla 
Lake Anita State Park $50.00 steel posts for tree plantings Gary Maas 
Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$75.00 hauling a dump truck load of black dirt to the 
recreation area 

Marlin Burt 

Pikes Peak State Park $100.00 cement for flagpole base Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. 
Lacey-Keosauqua State 
Park 

$156.75 weld 6 new fire rings to concrete to make theft 
proof and repair broken upright grill at cabin 

David McQuiod, McQuoid 
Welding & Machining 

Brush Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$200.00 funds toward the new wagon trail and signs Vickie Kaufman, Hitchin' to 
go Drivin' Club 

Lake Anita State Park $200.00 steel posts for tree plantings Chris and Lynn Stephensen 

DNR Law Enforcement $218.00 trail cam to be used for law enforcement Tracy Buck and David 
Greteman, Carroll County 
Pheasants Forever Chapter 

Pikes Peak State Park $300.00 labor to trench electric line and install light for 
flagpole 

 Palmer Electric 

Stone State Park $325.00 labor and equipment use to repair the multi-
use trails 

Brianne Hanson 

Lake Anita State Park $400.00 steel posts for tree plantings Doug Petersen 
Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$475.00 two loads of black dirt and hauling to a site for 
erosion repair 

Ralston Construction, Inc. 

Lake Macbride State 
Park 

$500.00 for park improvements Paul and Sabrina Moore 

McIntosh Woods State 
Park 

$500.00 paid for fish cleaning pumping Clear Lake Sanitary Dist.  

Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$500.00 one load of rock for improving camp pad 
surfacing and four maple trees for planting in 
the campground 

Jim and Maggie Becker 

Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$500.00 bird nesting boxes of various types and sizes George Hackett 

Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$500.00 toward the purchase of product to treat 
invasive species 

Pleasant Creek Field Trial 
Council 

Stone State Park $500.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 
trails 

Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 

McIntosh Woods State 
Park 

$600.00 mowing Bobby Wolfram, Wolfram 
Mowing 

Stone State Park $600.00 fifty pounds of local ecotype native grass seed 
for sowing on five acres 

Bill Zales 

Lake Anita State Park $700.00 Steel posts for tree plantings Arlyn Lund 
Stone State Park $800.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 

trails 
Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 
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Hunter Education 
Program 

$960.00 four Remington 870 youth 20 gauge shotguns Gary Stenzel, Hardin 
County Pheasants Forever 

Lake Macbride State 
Park 

$1,000.00 for North Shore trail improvements Dick and Sunday Antrim 

McIntosh Woods State 
Park 

$1,000.00 paid for fish cleaning pumping Clear Lake Fishing Club  

McIntosh Woods State 
Park 

$1,000.00 wildlife viewing blind Drew Hackenmiller, Troop 
30 Boy Scouts 

Pleasant Creek State 
Recreation Area 

$1,000.00 in support of hosting two triathlons at Pleasant 
Creek 

JSM Racing Services 

Stone State Park $1,000.00 approximately 26 tons of fill dirt, labor, and 
machinery were used to repair a multi-use trail 

Doug Palmer, Big Soo 
Terminal 

Stone State Park $1,050.00 approximately 10 loads of fill dirt for multi-
use trail repair 

Zac Chwirka 

Stone State Park $1,050.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 
trails 

Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 

Pikes Peak State Park $1,100.00 purchased flagpole and donated labor to help 
install 

Friends of Pikes Peak State 
Park  

Hunter Education 
Program 

$1,200.00 four Remington 870 shotguns Carroll County 
Conservation Board 

Information 
Technology Bureau 

$1,200.00 Cisco networking technical training and 
certification books and videos 

Liz Murray 

District 4 Law Enf 
Bureau 

$1,950.00 use of covered boat slip for patrol boat free of 
charge 

Scales Pointe Marina- Scott 
Andersen owner 

Stone State Park $3,600.00 Eagle Scout project of planning, soliciting 
materials, and constructing a railroad tie 
retaining wall behind the new campground 
shower building 

Brandon Flanigan 

Stone State Park $3,700.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 
trails 

Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 

Stone State Park $4,000.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 
trails 

Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 

Stone State Park $6,218.00 funds for materials to repair the multi-use 
trails 

Zac Chwirka, The Friends 
of Stone Park 

Geode State Park $33,080.00 funds used toward the building of a modern 
beach shelter at Geode State Park 

Geode RC&D 

TOTAL $72,407.75    
 

Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded – Commissioner Underwood 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked if there were more donations now because the public feels 
sorry for the department.  Ken Herring explained that there had not been a donation item at the January 
NRC meeting so this is an up-to-date listing.  He then commented that Iowans have stepped forward and a 
lot of the donations are a direct result of the park system being very stressed in these economic times and 
the public knowing that.  The department very much appreciates the kindness of these individuals.  
Commissioner Underwood asked how donors in the above list would be recognized.  She suggested the 
department utilize local newspaper press releases. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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22. 2010 REAP CONGRESS REPORT 
The 11th REAP Congress was conducted January 9, 2010. Sixty-three of the 85 delegates elected 
by the 650 people who attended the 17 REAP Assemblies this fall participated. This was the 
coldest day of the winter, so far, and just after a statewide blizzard. The report from that 
Congress was recently distributed to the NRC. 
 
Three recommendations specific to DNR included: (1) facilitating efforts to increase 
participation of young-adult Iowans in REAP, (2) and increased efforts on public education 
about REAP, and (3) continued emphasis on acquisition of public conservation lands. It is 
recommended that the NRC adopt those recommendations. 
 
The Congress also asked legislators to increase funding from $350,000 to $500,000 for the 
REAP Conservation Education Program, but to keep the rest of the formula intact. A 
recommendation for full funding of REAP was also approved. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco moved to approve item #22 and to accept the REAP report 
and authorize staff to move forward with the REAP Congress recommendations. 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion - None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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23. 2009 REAP CONSERVATION EDUCATION PROGRAMS GRANTS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
Annually, the first $350,000 of the REAP appropriation is dedicated to conservation education.  
A conservation education board of five representatives of the following organizations determines 
how those funds are expended, under the REAP Act and administrative rules: DNR, Dept. of 
Education, Association of County Conservation Boards, Iowa Association of Naturalist, and the 
Iowa Conservation Education Council. 
 
In its 21-year history, that board has issued $7.7 million in grants to Iowa educators and 
education institutions. An explanation of grants in recent years and a full explanation of the 
program can be found at www.iowareap.com. With FY 10 funding, the board approved the 
competitive grants below in June and December. 
 
The amount of grants requested for funding in June was 2.4 times the amount of funding 
available; for December, requesting funding was 3 times available funding. 
 

June 2009 Approved 
Applicant Title Total 

Grant 
Request 

IA Conservation Education  Coalition 2010 Winter Solstice Workshop  52,662 20,210 
UNI Center for Energy & EE IA Roadside Native Communities 143,629  44,633 
Metro Arts Alliance of DSM Green Arts 54,800 20,000 
Iowa State University Pest Management Education 24,352 14,579 
Polk Co. Conservation Board Conservation Video Casts/PSAs 34,460  20,600 
Iowa Academy of Science Iowa Project WET Workshops 44,704 25,121 
IA 4-H Foundation Expanding Teacher Pre-Service Training 69,131  37,711 
Webster Co. Conservation Board Park Packs 4,960 3,399 
UNI Center for Energy & EE REAP Grant Monitor/Marketing 30,000 30,000 
IA Assoc. of Naturalists Traveling Prairie Exhibit 82,119 22,240 
 TOTAL $540,817 $186,295 
 

December 2009 Approved 
Applicant Title Total 

Grant 
Request 

Whiterock Conservancy Defining Grazing as a Management Tool 43,428 16,523 
Trees Forever Trees Forever Green Force 28,174 9,070 
Polk Co. Conservation Board Using Technology in the Parks 27,882 19,586 
Dubuque Co. Conservation Board Park Packs 3,772 1,842 
IA Conservation Education Coalition 2010 Gov. Conf. on EE 65,788 26,200 
Iowa 4-H Foundation EE Programs for Special Audiences 40,848 16,896 
Des Moines St. Paul’s Church St. Paul’s & Neighbors’ Rain Garden 36,500 19,582 
Winneshiek Co. Conservation Board Fit Environment Hits the Trail 84,508 38,049 
TOTAL $330,900 $147,748 
 
Moved – N/A Informational Item Only 
Seconded – N/A Informational Item Only  
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 
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24. CHAPTER 15, GENERAL LICENSE REGULATIONS - NOTICE OF INTENDED 
ACTION 

REMOVED FROM AGENDA 
 
The Commission is requested to approve a Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 15, 
“General License Regulations,” Iowa Administrative Code. 
 
The Department is required by law to suspend, revoke or deny issuance of licenses who owe the 
Iowa College Student Aid Commission.    The proposed amendment will extend the current 
mechanism through which the department suspends, revokes or denies issuance or renewal of 
licenses of persons who owe the state money to the Iowa College Student Aid Commission, in 
conformance with Iowa Code section 261.126. 
 
Moved – N/A Item Removed from the Agenda at Department Request  
Seconded - N/A Item Removed from the Agenda at Department Request 
Motion – N/A Item Removed from the Agenda at Department Request 
 

25. CHAPTERS 46, 47, AND 50 – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
This information item is in regards to Chapters 46, 47, and 50.  Chapters 46 and 47 address all-
terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, snowmobiles and off-road utility vehicles.  Changes are 
being made to clarify issues with registrations, titling, numbering, accident reporting, dealer 
rules, and regulations relating to designated all-terrain vehicle riding areas. Chapter 50 addresses 
the bonding process for all-terrain vehicles, off-road motorcycles, off-road utility vehicles, 
snowmobiles and vessels.  The Department is finalizing amendments to these chapters and 
anticipates submitting the Notice of Intended Action to the Commission for review and decision 
at the March 2010 meeting. 
 
Moved – N/A Informational Item Only 
Seconded – N/A Informational Item Only  
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 
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26. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

• Lake Restoration Program 
o Mike McGhee and George Antoniou presented the commission with an 

informational piece on titled ‘Lake Restoration Program 2010 Factsheet’ and 
explained what efforts are underway to get the message about the program to 
legislatures. 

 Commissioner Drees 
o Recently attended the Wildlife Statewide meeting and commented on what a nice 

experience it was. 

 Commissioner Francisco 
o None 

 Commissioner Garst 
o Asked if the department would again this year be releasing an Environmental Report 

Card 
 It is being worked on now and be released on Earth Day April 22nd. 

 Commissioner Kircher 
o Attended Eagle Days in Keokuk and thanked the DNR staff, and Central Group staff for 

their time that they spent there to make it such a successful day. 

 Commissioner Schemmel 
o None 

 Commissioner Underwood 
o Due to weather had not been able to make the 2010 Legislative Breakfast and wanted to 

know what fellow commissioner’s insight on the event topics. 
 The commissioners that were able to make it said the main topics were: 

• Budget 
• HCR 

o Found the talking points for HCR very helpful and will be sharing with her local 
legislators. 

 Commissioner Rettig 
o None 

 
Items for future meetings: 

 Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
 Parks Foundation update 
 Upcoming Commissioner Training March 10 – 11, 2010 

o Strategic Planning 
 
Next Meetings: 
3/10/10, Joint EPC/NRC Training 
3/11/10, Thursday-Polk County 
4/08/10, Thursday-Polk County 
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ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Natural Resources Commission, Chairperson 
Gregory Drees adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m., on February 11, 2010. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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