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MEETING MINUTES 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by the NRC Commission 
Chairperson, Gregory Drees on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at 8:34 a.m.  He welcomed the public 
to the meeting and reviewed the public speaking forum guidelines.  He then thanked DNR staff 
for the tour and informative presentations of the prior day. 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT   
Gregory Drees, Chairperson 
Richard (Kim) Francisco, Secretary (via telephone) 
Elizabeth Garst 
Tammi Kircher, Vice-Chairperson 
Janelle Rettig 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT 
 None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 9/10/09 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
3. DIRECTORS REMARKS 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 New NRC Commissioner appointments are to be finalized soon by the Governor’s 
Office. It is hoped that by the November NRC meeting these individuals will be in place. 

 The department has been working through a strategic planning effort and will be 
reporting to the commission on this by years end at the latest. 

 Additional budget cuts will be unavoidable; the Governor is to announce the actual 
percentage cut necessary to balance the state budget this afternoon at 2:00 p.m. during a 
press conference. 
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4. HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK UPDATE 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 

 The Department of Natural Resources and the Department of Economic Development are 
working jointly with the local county tourism and economic development offices to 
create a new destination database. 

 The Association of Great Lakes Outdoor Writers (AGLOW) has selected Honey Creek 
State Park Resort as the destination for their 2011 annual conference which will be held 
in late September of that year. This will bring over 200 people to the area with a potential 
impact of $90,000 in revenue. The publicity from articles written about Honey Creek 
State Park Resort will also have a very positive impact. Board members of the AGLOW 
will be traveling to Honey Creek Resort in mid-October this year for a site visit and to 
begin planning for the 2011 event. 

 Resort Staffing update –  
o New Food & Beverage Director – Etienne Jaulin 
o New Director of Sales – Liz Jordan 
o New General Manager has been hired and will be on site at the end of October. 

 Private consultant Bill Koegler will be on site at the resort October 28-30 to review 
operations of the resort and make process improvement recommendations. 

 Resort Financials – Challenge ahead is golf; this will be one of the areas in which the 
consultant will be reviewing very closely. 

 Grant Dollars – The department (DNR) has been informed by the Department of 
Economic Development that Honey Creek Resort is not eligible for any additional grant 
money outside the current Values Fund Grant money. The department is looking for other 
grant monies. 

 

5. CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

5.1 RATHBUN FISH HATCHERY, APPANOOSE COUNTY – START TANK DARK ROOM 
This project consists of an approximately 4,000 square feet of vinyl fabric-covered, structural 
steel-framed dark room.  It includes approximately 12,000 pounds of structural steel, 680 square 
yards of vinyl laminated polyester fabric, a ventilation system, incidental accessories, and 
incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector. 
 
Construction of this project will allow for training of walleye to eat commercial feed in a black-
out environment.  Research shows that this environment increases survival success as compared 
to feeding walleye in a traditional lighted environment.  The Rathbun Fish Hatchery used to start 
out with 600,000 2” walleye to produce 100,000 8” walleye in a season.  With a dark room 
environment, they are able to start with only 255,000 2” walleye to produce 200,000 8” walleye 
by season’s end.  This means less labor and feed needed to produce more fish. 
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This project was designed and will be inspected by Jason Kruse, District Inspector.  DNR 
estimate is $100,000.  Funding source is REAP Land Management and Federal Dingell-Johnson.  
(FY10 capital link 169)  38 sets of plans were issued.  10 bids were received. 
 
Hooyer Construction Inc.   Pella, IA    $88,700.00 
Venter Spooner Inc.    Johnston, IA    $106,000.00 
CL Carroll Co. Inc.    Des Moines, IA    $112,097.00 
CPMI Construction LC    Des Moines, IA    $112,800.00 
 
Staff recommends the acceptance of the low bidder, Hooyer Construction Inc. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded – Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion - Both Commissioner Rettig and Commissioner Drees commented on the increased 
survival rate of walleye and the new technology being utilized. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
5.2 Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo County – Harbor Inn Fishing Jetty 
This project consists of the construction of a riprap fill fishing jetty with concrete access 
walkways and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  
The design will improve fish habitat as well as angler access to the Little Lake portion of Clear 
Lake.  The jetty will also be used in conjunction with an existing jetty to the south as a rough fish 
trap to remove unwanted species from Clear Lake. 
 
This project was designed by Ken Jackson and will be inspected by Mel Pacovsky, District 
Inspector.  DNR estimate is $102,000.  Funding source is Fish and Wildlife Trust-Fish Habitat 
Stamp and Federal Dingell-Johnson.  (FY10 capital link 17)  35 sets of plans were issued.  10 
bids were received. 
 
TK Concrete Inc.    Pella, IA    $111,225.00 
Cole Excavating    Greene, IA    $116,688.50 
Nate Moeller Construction LLC   Tripoli, IA    $126,948.50 
Lund Construction    Eagle Grove, IA   $128,794.00 
Henkel Construction Co.   Mason City, IA    $136,721.60 
Larson Contracting    Lake Mills, IA    $138,373.15 
Dean Snyder Construction Co.   Clear Lake, IA    $155,078.00 
Yohn Ready Mix    Clear Lake, IA    $160,133.40 
McKiness Excavating Inc.   Mason City, IA    $176,875.00 
Peterson Contractors Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $187,219.25 
 
Staff recommends the acceptance of the low bidder, TK Concrete Inc. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco  
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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5.3 LOST ISLAND, PALO ALTO COUNTY – SUBMERGED ROCK REEF 
This project consists of the construction of an underwater riprap fill reef and incidental work as 
required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  The design will improve fish habitat 
in Lost Island Lake, thereby improving angler opportunities. 
 
This project was designed by Ken Jackson and will be inspected by Jeff Felts, District Inspector.  
DNR estimate is $100,000.  Funding source is Fish and Wildlife Trust-Fish Habitat Stamp and 
Federal Dingell-Johnson.  (FY10 capital link 60)  21 sets of plans were issued.  5 bids were 
received. 
 
Peterson Contractors Inc.   Reinbeck, IA    $154,000.00 
Valley Contracting Inc.    Estherville, IA    $164,000.00 
Newt Marine Service    Dubuque, IA    $164,870.00 
Lametti & Sons Inc.    Hugo, MN    $207,370.00 
Graves Construction Co. Inc.   Spencer, IA    $285,000.00 
 
Staff negotiated with the low bidder, Peterson Contractors Inc., due to budget constraints, for a 
reduced quantity and a lower unit cost for a new bid of $114,500.00. Staff recommends the 
acceptance of this proposal. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst inquired why this project was being done now and if there 
would ever be a water level drawdown of this lake. Don Labate explained that there were no 
plans for water level change. Commissioner Rettig asked for further explanation of the bidding 
procedure. Don Labate explained that the lowest bidder had voluntarily lowered their bid price 
to be more in-line with the project estimate. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
6. Small Construction Projects Contracts 

INFORMATIONAL ONLY 
 
The following projects have been let utilizing the Competitive Quotation process for 
projects $100,000 or less: 

 
BID 

DATE PROJECT COUNTY AREA DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE BIDS 

8/27/09 09-04-36-03 Fremont Waubonsie/WaShawtie SP Water Distribution to Cabins $41,000.00 $39,740.00 

8/27/09 09-06-70-05 Muscatine Fairport Fish Hatchery Railroad Ditch Cleanout $16,500.00 
$23,202.00 
$24,950.00 

9/10/09 08-04-39-02 Guthrie Bays Branch Unit HQ 
Office/Shop Roof 
Replacement $26,500.00 

$11,852.00 
$23,727.00 

9/17/09 09-01-30-03 Dickinson 
Cayler Prairie Wetland 
Complex Jensen Wetland Restoration $14,000.00 

$8,556.65 
$16,978.00 
$17,108.00 
$17,560.80 

9/17/09 09-05-59-04 Lucas 
Rathbun WMA, Greenville 
Marsh 

Rock Access Roads and 
Parking $36,902.00 

$15,130.00 
$15,585.25
$23,320.56 
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7.  LAND ACQUISITION PROJECTS 
7.1  CLEAR LAKE SPOIL SITE, CERRO GORDO COUNTY – BROERS REVOCABLE 
TRUST 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the exchange of an approximately 
21.4-acre tract of land owned by the State of Iowa (DNR) for 20 acres owned by the Emil and 
Anita Broers Revocable Trust.  Both parcels are located adjacent to the south side of the Clear 
Lake spoil site that is southwest of Ventura.  The estimated value of the Broers tract is $3,750 
per acre, or $75,000.  The DNR tract includes county road right-of-way and a much lower CSR.  
Thus, the DNR is treating the exchange as equal value. 
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the exchange agreement in compliance with Section 456A.24(3), Code 
of Iowa that states that the Commission may extend and consolidate lands or water suitable for 
purposes related to fish and wildlife management “by exchange for other lands and waters...”.   
 
The landowners (and their tenants) have claimed that the DNR caused part of their tract to be so 
wet as to prohibit planting a crop.  The landowners claim that leakage from the DNR spoil site 
through underground tile lines, or soil structure has damaged their tract.  Costs associated with 
curing the drainage problem on the Broers tract could be significant.  Approval of the exchange 
would correct the situation, and in addition, create a more favorable land management condition 
for the DNR.  The acquired tract will “square off” the southern boundary, and provide a buffer 
for the containment site. 
 
Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department.  
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
7.2  ALBRIGHT CANOE ACCESS, HAMILTON COUNTY – HAREN REVOCABLE 
TRUST 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a tract of land located in 
central Hamilton County.  The Larry D. Haren Revocable Trust offers this 0.5-acre tract for the 
appraised price of $4,000.  The seller will reserve a permanent access easement for 
ingress/egress across the existing access road. 
 
Rick Hansen provided the valuation and negotiated the purchase agreement. 
 
This property is located 4 miles south of Webster City.  The tract is adjacent south of the existing 
10 acre Albright Canoe Access to the Boone River.  This small, rectangular-shaped tract includes 
the current river access road and some timber.  It is unclear how this access road became 
constructed on private property an estimated 30 years ago.  A county road (Inkpaduta Avenue) 
forms the east boundary of the parcel. 
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The Hamilton County Conservation Board will manage the property in accord with the existing 
cooperative management agreement. 
 
Acquisition funding will be provided by REAP Protected Waters Area (FY10 Capital Link 
#179).  This acquisition will stay on the property tax rolls.  The Department shall be responsible 
for the survey cost for transfer of the property.  No fencing cost is anticipated.  Incidental closing 
costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
7.3  ALDO LEOPOLD WMA, BREMER COUNTY – COUSIN, COONRADT AND 
CORSON 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the acquisition of a parcel of land 
located in Bremer County.  The property is located adjacent to the east of the DNR owned Aldo 
Leopold Wildlife Management Area.  Lois Coonradt, Edna Corson, and Richard & Doris Cousin 
offer the 23.55-acre parcel for the appraised value of $47,100.  
 
Licensed Appraiser, Bill Burkle, of Hampton, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Todd Rozendaal 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
 
The property is located in southeast Bremer County, along County Road C50, five miles 
southeast of Readlyn, Iowa.  The Wapsipinicon River is approximately 1 mile west of the 
property. The property is covered with grasses, of which about half is covered with native 
deciduous trees and undergrowth.   
 
Acquisition funding for the project will be from Cedar-Wapsi NAWCA (FY10 Capital Link 
#45).  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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7.4  BRIDGES WMA, BREMER COUNTY – MEYER AND KOHLMA 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a parcel of land located in 
the southeast quadrant of Bremer County.  The Bremer County Conservation Board (CCB) 
owned 7-Bridges Wildlife Management Area is adjacent to the west.  The DNR-owned Aldo 
Leopold Wildlife Management Area is located one-quarter mile to the north.  Barbara Meyer 
(2/3 interest) and Lorna Kohlman (1/3 interest) offer the 20-acre parcel for $48,000.  The 
appraised value of the property is $60,000. 
 
Licensed Appraiser, William R. Burkle, of Hampton, submitted the appraisal.  Frank Frederick, 
Bremer CCB, was instrumental in developing the acquisition opportunity. 
 
The property is primarily timber and brush covered, flood prone land that is bisected by the 
Wapsipinicon River.  This acquisition will become part of the 126-acre 7-Bridges WMA and will 
be managed by the Bremer CCB in accord with the area management plan. 
 
Funding used for this acquisition will be 50% Federal NAWCA (FY10 Capital Link #45) and 
50% REAP Protected Waters Area (FY10 Capital Link # 179).  The property will remain on the 
Bremer County property tax rolls.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
7.5  LOST GROVE LAKE, SCOTT COUNTY – BRUCE AND EMMY LOU DEXTER 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to accept the donation of a permanent 
flowage easement from Bruce and Emmy Lou Dexter.  The easement lies below (east of) the 
emergency spillway for the proposed Lost Grove Lake and adjacent to the east side of the 
Grunwald tract (subsequent item).  The easement area consists of approximately 12.2 acres. 
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the permanent easement. 
 
The purpose of the permanent easement is to allow surface water to flow across the Dexter 
property in the event the emergency spillway is utilized.  The landowners have stipulated that in 
the event the emergency spillway is used the Iowa DNR would compensate landowners for the 
damage caused by flood waters.  Damages would be the appraised price of the land prior to 
flooding.  The appraised price of the acres affected would be determined by an independent fee 
appraiser with appraisal fees paid by the Iowa DNR.  Estimated value of the donation is $54,900.  
Donors have waived DNR’s offer of providing an appraisal for IRS purposes. 
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No surveying costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. (Capital Link N/A). 
 
Staff recommends approval of the easement acquisition. 
 
Item’s 7.5 and 7.6 were motioned together see discussion box below item 7.6 

 

7.6  LOST GROVE LAKE, SCOTT COUNTY – DALE AND JILL GRUNWALD 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to accept the donation of a permanent 
flowage easement from Dale and Jill Grunwald.  The easement lies below (east of) the 
emergency spillway for the proposed Lost Grove Lake.  The easement area consists of 
approximately 7.5 acres. 
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the permanent easement. 
 
The purpose of the permanent easement is to allow surface water to flow across the Grunwald 
tract in the event the emergency spillway is utilized.  The landowners have stipulated that in the 
event the emergency spillway is used the Iowa DNR would compensate landowners for the 
damage caused by flood waters.  Damages would be the appraised price of the land prior to 
flooding.  The appraised price of the acres affected would be determined by an independent fee 
appraiser with appraisal fees paid by the Iowa DNR.  Estimated value of the donation is $34,500.  
Donors have waived DNR’s offer of providing an appraisal for IRS purposes. 
 
No surveying costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. (Capital Link N/A). 
 
Staff recommends approval of the easement acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst commented that she did not believe this permanent 
easement to be beneficial to the department; the stipulation of flood damage costs being the 
main point of concern. Travis Baker explained that in the event of flood damage to the 
property, only the appraised price of the acres affected would be paid. Ken Herring introduced 
David Dorff with the Attorney General’s Office who worked on the easement agreement.   
David Dorff explained that there were three options besides the proposed easement:  

1. Purchase the total 19.7 acres in items 7.5 and 7.6 for approximately $90k; 
2. Purchase an easement with a cap on damages, so that after X amount of damages 

had occurred, no more money would be owed; or  
3. Approve the proposed permanent easement agreements knowing they have the flood 
damage stipulation   

He further explained that the Engineering Bureau is in agreement that flooding is an unlikely 
scenario as the bulk land sits downstream from the emergency spillway. David Dorff will work 
with the Reality Services Bureau on the agreement with the land owners so items 7.5 and 7.6 
may be brought back to the commission for a final decision. 
Motion - Commissioner Garst moved to table items 7.5 and 7.6  
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher seconded 
Motion –Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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8. LAND MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 
8.1  LAND CONVEYANCE, POTTAWATTAMIE CO. - COUNCIL BLUFFS RIVERFRONT 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for entering into a proposed 
agreement with the City of Council Bluffs providing for the sale and management of 
approximately 88 acres, the exact acreage to be determined by a land survey, of state owned land 
under its jurisdiction. 
 
Iowa Code section 461A.32 authorizes the Commission to approve the sale and management of 
public lands under its jurisdiction. 
 
The City of Council Bluffs developed, with the assistance of a consultant, an extensive plan for 
recreational development of the riverfront of the Missouri River extending from Harrah’s Casino 
northward to north of the Iowa approach to the newly constructed Bob Kerry pedestrian bridge 
linking Council Bluffs and Omaha.  The City has requested the Natural Resource Commission to 
transfer ownership of state owned land along the riverfront upon which development proposed in 
the plan would occur.  The area proposed for development is sovereign state owned land formed 
from the bed of the Missouri River resulting from the channelizing of the river by the US Army 
Corps of Engineers.  Council Bluffs currently manages the area under a management agreement 
with the DNR. 
 
As consideration for the land, Council Bluffs has proposed to enter into a management and title 
transfer agreement with the state of Iowa.  Under the agreement, in exchange for the patent of the 
state owned land, Council Bluffs agrees to the following: 
• Title to the transferred state land will remain in the City so long as the City holds the land 

in trust for the public’s use and benefit as a park. 
• The City will transfer title of a City owned buildable, subdivision lot adjacent to Lake 

Manawa State Park to the state. 
• The City will terminate early its existing management agreement with the DNR covering 

the north portion of Lake Manawa State Park to allow the DNR to relocate the state park 
campground to that portion of the park. 

• To utilize dark sky compliant fixtures in its Riverfront development, except the 
illumination of art. 

• To limit roadway development in the Riverfront to 8,500 feet of 26 foot width roadways 
and a maximum of 800 parking stalls with the largest concentration of stall to be located 
under the Interstate 480 bridge.  The impact of hard surfaces will be mitigated by 
installing low-environmental impact bioswales. 

• To confine irrigation and turf grass to the Riverfront’s proposed “Great Lawn” to be a 
maximum of ten acres. 

• To reforest areas identified in the development plan with new native tree plantings. 
• To improve the aesthetic and ecological value of the perennial stream that runs through 

the northerly portion of the Riverfront to the Missouri River. 
 
Mr. Larry Foster, Parks Director for Council Bluffs, will be available to discuss the proposed 
agreement.  Staff supports entering into the proposed agreement for the sale and management of 
approximately 88 acres of state owned land under Commission jurisdiction to the City of Council 
Bluffs. 
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Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked about the term used in the agreement ‘dark sky 
compliant lighting fixtures’ and questioned if this term was an actual legal definition. Council 
Bluffs Parks Director Larry Foster explained in  researching  dark sky lighting he found there 
was very little specific information on the matter. He did find some information about 
shielding through IES (Illuminating Engineering Society) and IDA (International Dark-Sky 
Association (http://www.darksky.org/) Commissioner Garst stated that by her own definition it meant 
that the light fixture must cut off the light source from going horizontally forever and the 
wattage must be minimized. Commissioner Garst expressed concern about the perpetuity of 
the agreement; she wanted assurance it would be upheld  far into the future. DNR Attorney 
Tamara Mullen and David Dorff with the Iowa Attorney General’s Office explained that 
Article I of the agreement stipulates that the transfer of title is subject to the terms and 
conditions as outlined, and moreover, Article V contains authority to enforce via an injunction. 
It was agreed upon by the commission that the agreement should first be recorded as 
conservation easement. Commissioner Rettig stated that she has been against giving up state 
land without a fight, though in this case Council Bluffs has made a very compelling case that 
this will be in the best interest of the people of Iowa as well as visitors to the state of Iowa, and 
therefore she will support it. Commissioner Kircher asked who would be responsible to 
monitor compliance, and Travis Baker explained that it could be incorporated into the 
department’s conservation easement inventory to be reviewed on a consistent basis. 
Commissioner Drees asked about the agreement’s vague language in reference to stormwater 
management. Tamara Mullen advised that the department would have the right to amend the 
agreement and once Council Bluffs has completed the final design plans the department can 
review and amend if deemed necessary. Additionally, Commissioner Francisco added that the 
development permits are already reviewed by the department. Travis Baker concurred. Larry 
Foster invited the commission to attend the grand opening of the project in the fall of 2012. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
9.  REAP Private Public Cost-share Grants 
The Department requests Commission approval of the recommendations of the Project Review 
and Selection Committee for the REAP Public/Private Cost-sharing grants. The committee 
requests full funding for the top two ranking projects, with the remainder of available funds 
provided to the third ranking grant, as show below. The committee met September 10, 2009, to 
review and score applications. Committee members include three from the DNR: Paul Tauke, 
Kevin Szcodronski, Jeff Joens; and three outside the agency: Jon Kruse, Storm Lake; Margo 
Underwood, Mason City; Glenn Vondra, Adel.   
 
A total of $560,000 is available from the DNR’s REAP Open Spaces Account to cost share with 
private entities for the purchase of high-quality natural areas that become state-owned property.  
 
Applicants must provide at least 25% of the project cost.  There were four applications for grants 
that totaled $672,546 in requests. Using all available funding would fully fund the top two 
grants, leaving the 3rd grant with $164,685, or $18,946 less than this grant request of The Nature 
Conservancy. No funds are available for the 4th ranking project. The Nature Conservancy said it 

http://www.darksky.org/
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will provide the additional $18,946 needed to purchase the Austin Hill property in O’Brien 
County.  
 
In the event that any of the top grants are unable to execute their project, approval is sought to 
offer those funds down the list in the ranking order as shown. 
 

2009 REAP Public-Private Cost Share - $560,000 available   
PROJECT NAME - 

COUNTY 
TOTAL  
SCORE 

AMOUNT 
REQUESTED 

AMOUNT 
RECOMMENDED ACRES APPLICANT 

Boone Forks Wildlife 
Management Area 

Addition - Hamilton 159.83  $250,640  $250,640  200 
Iowa Natural Heritage 

Foundation  

Hansen Addition to Stone 
State Park - Woodbury 159.50  $144,675  $144,675  58 

Iowa Natural Heritage 
Foundation  

Austin Hill - O'Brien 146.83  $183,631  $164,685  109 
The Nature 

Conservancy 

Wood Turtle Addition - 
Butler 144.17  $93,600    78 

Allan Dale Fayette 
Meyer Trust 

TOTAL   $672,546  $560,000      
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig  
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked for further explanation and clarification of the title 
holder. Ken Herring explained that the law stipulates the state must hold the land title with 
public/private grants regardless of who the partner is. In some cases, the department manages 
it. Commissioner Drees asked about how the staff members and volunteers were chosen. Ken 
Herring was not sure but would find out from Ross Harrison the REAP program coordinator. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
10. REAP City Parks and Open Space Grants 
The Department requests Commission approval of the recommendations from the Project 
Review and Selection Committee for REAP City Parks and Open Space Grants. This committee 
met September 17 to evaluate project applications.  Committee members are Ron Walker, 
Chairperson (Arnolds Park City Administrator), Sherri Proud (Coralville Park and Recreation 
Director), Kelley Canfield (Clive Parks and Recreation Director), Pat Prevenas (Dubuque Park 
and Recreation Director), and Kim Bogenschutz (Aquatic Nuisance Biologist, DNR Fisheries 
Bureau). 
 
Forty-six applications totaling $4.3 million in grant requests were submitted for consideration 
during this FY 10 grant round for large, medium and small cities.  Available funds total about 
$2.8 million, the same as last year, and would be consumed by the top 30 grants that are 
recommended for funding this year. 
 
The tables below show the top cities to be funded, in boldface, for each category of city size. In 
case any of the top-ranked grants cannot be implemented, your approval is requested for all grant 
rankings so that the Department may award additional projects in the order ranked below until 
the money is fully obligated. 
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REAP CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE GRANT PROGRAM - September 2009 
LARGE CITIES - Population more than 25,000 -- $1,260,458 available 

CITY AND RANK GRANT PROJECT NAME  
POPULATION  REQUEST   

Des Moines 198,692 1 $250,000.00 Gray's Lake Shoreline Stabilization and Restoration  

Bettendorf 31,275 2 $150,000.00 Forest Grove Road - Park Land Acquisition Project  

Ankeny 27,117 3 $150,000.00 Gay Lea Wilson Trail Extension  

Cedar Falls 36,145 4 $150,000.00 Washington Park Renovations  

Burlington 26,839 5 $150,000.00 Flint River Trail Phase IV  

Marshalltown 26,009 6 $150,000.00 Linn Creek Recreational Trail Extension  

Dubuque 57,686 7 $200,000.00 Iowa 32 Bike/Hike Trail - Phase III (Prevanas Abstains)  

Sioux City 85,013 8 $300,000.00 Big Sioux River Dike Trail    ($60,458 available)  

      If REAP fully funded, all grants requests would be fully met  

Total   $1,500,0000    
 
MEDIUM CITIES - Population 2,000 to 25,000 -- $908,063 available 

CITY AND RANK GRANT PROJECT NAME  
POPULATION  REQUEST   

Coralville 15,123 1 $125,000.00 Clear Creek Greenbelt Acquisition (Proud Abstains)  

Clive 12,855 2 $125,000.00 Alice's Road Property Acquisition B (Canfield Abstains)  

Atlantic 7,257 3 $32,450.00 East Ridge Park - Wetland Ecosystem Revitalization    

Decorah 8,172 4 $100,000.00 Trout Run Trail - Segment 8 JOINT w/ WINNESHIEK CCB  

Fairfield 9,509 5 $96,940.00 Fairfield Loop Trail - West Segment   

Ottumwa 24,998 6 $125,000.00 Ottumwa Trails Project - Turkey Island Extension  

Story City 3,228 7 $75,000.00 Skunk River Trail Bridge   

Madrid 2,264 8 $75,000.00 Madrid Trailhead and Gateway Park  

Perry 7,633 9 $100,000.00 Raccoon River Valley Trail:  Highway 141 Crossing  

Waverly 8,968 10 $100,000.00 Waverly Yard Waste Reclamation   ($53,673 available)  

    If REAP fully funded,  all Waverly and 1/3 of Spencer covered  
Spencer 11,317 11 $125,000.00 Deerfield Park Enhancement Project - Phase I  
Wapello 2,124 12 $75,000.00 Wapello Fishing Pier and Riverfront Recreational Trail  

Altoona 10,345 12 $125,000.00 Spring Creek Park  

Denison 7,339 13 $100,000.00 Northwood Walking Trail and Native Area  

Chariton 4,573 13 $75,000.00 Chariton East Lakes Project - Year 3  

Iowa Falls 5,193 14 $100,000.00 Rock Run creek Recreational Trail - Phase II  

Johnston 8,649 15 $10,000.00 Beaver Creek Natural Resource Area Resource Mgt Plan  

Waukon 4,131 16 $75,000.00 Indian Spring Pond Trail  

Fairfield 9,509 17 $3,060.00 Howard Park Rejuvination  Project  

Center Point 2,007 18 $75,000.00 Wakema Park Development  

Total   $1,717,450.00    
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SMALL CITIES - Population less than 2,000 -- $608,430 available 

CITY AND RANK GRANT PROJECT NAME  

POPULATION  REQUEST   

Arnolds Park 1,162 1 $75,000.00 Abbie Gardner Park (Walker Abstains)  

Ackley 1,809 2 $33,000.00 Prairie Bridges Park - Siems Tract II Addition  

Minburn 391 3 $50,000.00 Raccoon River Valley Trail, Minburn Connection  

Dawson 155 4 $50,000.00 Raccoon River Valley Trail, Dawson Connection  

Preston 949 5 $50,000.00 Copper Creek Trail - Phase II   

Monona 1,550 6 $36,806.00 Monona Butterfly Trail Extension  
Dallas Center 
1,595 7 $75,000.00 

Raccoon River Valley Trail Improvements for Dallas 
Center  

Montezuma 1,440 8 $69,724.00 Diamond Lake-Montezuma Trail  

Jamaica 237 9 $50,000.00 Jamaica Raccoon River Valley Tral Addtition  

Wellman 1,393 10 $36,736.00 
Washington Co. Recreational Trails, Wellman Trail 
Extension  

Granger 583 11 $50,000.00 Windcrest Park Development - Phase III  

Epworth 1,428 12 $61,700.00 Park Land Acquisition   ($32,164 available)  

      
If REAP was fully funded, all of Epworth, Odebolt and part 
of New London grants would be funded  

Odebolt 1,153 13 $15,000.00 Odebolt Memorial Walk Extension  

New London 1,937 14 $75,000.00 S.T.A.R.T Recreational Park 
 

Slater 1,306 15 $75,000.00 Grand Central Station - Trailhead Phase II  

Dunkerton 749 16 $50,000.00 Dunkerton Community Shelter Park  

Corydon 1,591 17 $70,680.00 Walden Park - Civic Access & Emergency Preparedness   

Willey 103 18 $111,850.00 Willey Park (qualifies $50K only)  

Total   $1,035,496.00    
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

11. REAP COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD GRANTS 
The Department requests Commission approval of the recommendations of the Project Review 
and Selection Committee for REAP County Conservation Board grants. That group met 
September 15, 2009 to evaluate project applications.  Committee members are Jim Liechty, 
Chair (Madison CCB), Julie Ohde (Louisa CCB), Mark Peterson (Woodbury CCB), Angela 
Corio, DNR Parks Bureau, and Tom Anderson, DNR Energy and Waste Management.  
  
Thirty applications totaling about $6 million in grant requests were submitted for consideration 
during this FY 10 grant round.  Available funds total $1,481,040, the same as last year. Below 
are the top ranking projects, heading the list in boldface type. Note that 8th ranked project of 
Dallas CCB will be funded at a little more than 20% its requested amount, in its use of all 
remaining funds after the first seven are fully funded. 
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REAP was appropriated $18 million in FY 10; if it would have been fully funded at $20 million, 
there would have been enough to fully fund the Dallas project.  
 
In the event that any of the top grants are unable to execute their project, approval is sought to 
offer those funds down the list in the ranking order as shown. 
 

CCB APPLICANT RANK TOTAL POINTS GRANT REQUEST PROJECT NAME 
Jones 1 155.60 $350,533.00  Maquoketa River Water Trail 
Butler 2 153.40 $72,800.00  Roose Fen 

Hardin 3 148.80 $432,100.00  Iowa River Greenbelt - Headquarters Addition 

Tama 4 147.80 $296,831.27  
Hansen Addition to Otter Creek Lake and Park - Parcels 
C & D 

Buchanan 5 141.40 $78,375.00  Cortright Wildlife Area Addition 

Winneshiek 6 138.00 $150,000.00  
Trout Run Trail - Segment 8 JOINT WITH CITY OF 
DECORAH  

Madison 7 137.75 $58,660.00  Jensen Marsh Addition (Liechty Abstains)    

Dallas 8 137.20 $200,000.00  Raccoon River Valley Trail Addition ($41,740.37 available) 
        If REAP fully funded, all of Dallas would be funded 
Lucas 9 136.40 $77,000.00  Chariton River Greenbelt Addition - Kinser Property 

Dallas 10 134.60 $102,800.00  
McLaughlin Tract, Raccoon River Greenbelt, Kuehn 
Conservation  

Woodbury 11 132.75 $150,000.00  Fragile Giants Exhibit Renovation (Peterson Abstains) 
Johnson 12 129.80 $387,653.00  Kent Park Campground Upgrade 
Wapello 13 129.60 $106,050.00  Pioneer Ridge Nature Area - McKey Addition 
Polk 14 129.40 $300,000.00  Gay Lea Wilson Trail 
Dubuque 15 127.40 $408,000.00  Miller-McGrath Addition to Heritage Trail 
Black Hawk 16 127.00 $84,360.00  Twin Springs Natural Area 
Hamilton 17 125.40 $221,782.00  Little Wall Lake Campground 
Dickinson 17 125.40 $133,614.00  Dickinson County Nature Center 

Crawford 18 123.60 $442,900.00  
Neal Moeller Envrionmental Education Center: Heritage Hall 
Addit. 

Linn 18 123.60 $179,150.00  Anderson Addition - Matsell Bridge Natural Area 
Washington 19 118.60 $178,059.00  Kalona-Richmond Trail 
Linn 20 117.20 $125,000.00  Trail System Development - Pinicon Ridge County Park 

Washington 21 116.40 $345,950.00  
Kewash Nature Trail Paving - Hwy 1 & 92 to Crooked Cr. 
Bridge 

Des Moines 22 115.60 $325,000.00  Flint River Trail - Phase III Constrruction 
Henry 23 113.00 $250,000.00  Oakland Mills Trail 
Franklin 24 110.60 $29,333.00  Maynes Creek Prairie Reconstruction  
Polk 25 108.80 $60,956.00  Trail Equipment Sharing Program 
Iowa 26 107.60 $237,737.00  Cabins at Lake Iowa Park 
Des Moines 27 103.20 $181,000.00  Big Hollow Project Development - Support Facilities 
Hamilton 28 98.20 $23,000.00  Electronic Campground Registration 
Total     $5,988,643.27    

 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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12. CULTURAL RESOURCE EVALUATION CONTRACT WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF 
IOWA 
The Department requests Commission approval of a contract with the University of Iowa, Office 
of the State Archaeologist (OSA) to perform cultural resource evaluations of DNR properties. 
Cultural resource evaluations include Phase I Reconnaissance Surveys, Phase II Intensive Site 
Examination surveys, Phase III Mitigation Excavations, geomorphological investigations, and 
evaluation of historic properties to determine significance and eligibility for the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
DNR is required to evaluate potential impacts to cultural resources as a condition of using 
federal funding and to comply with our agreement with the State Historical Society of Iowa. This 
agreement is intended to ensure that DNR complies with state and federal regulations regarding 
cultural resources.   This agreement includes conditions and criteria that describe activities that 
are excluded from cultural resource evaluation and those activities that require formal evaluation 
through this contract. Information derived from these evaluations is used by area managers to 
protect any cultural resources that were identified on DNR lands. 
   
The contract amount will be up to $75,000 per fiscal year with funding coming from the Fish & 
Wildlife Trust Fund or Lake Restoration funding. The term of this Contract shall be July 1, 2009 
through June 30, 2010. DNR and OSA shall have the option to renew and extend this Contract for 
subsequent periods, adding up to no more than 6 years total, by executing a signed contract 
amendment prior to the expiration of this Contract. 
 
This contract is similar to the contract with Iowa State University and approved at the August, 
2009, NRC meeting. OSA has additional expertise and staff needed to perform more complicated 
surveys than ISU. Having contracts with both ISU and OSA will cover the full array of 
archaeological evaluations needed to meet regulatory requirements. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

13. CHAPTER 94, NONRESIDENT DEER HUNTING – FINAL RULE 
The Commission is requested to adopt Chapter 94, Nonresident Deer Hunting – Final Rule.  
Chapter 94 gives the regulations for nonresident deer hunting and includes season dates, bag 
limits, possession limits, shooting hours, areas open to hunting, licensing procedures, means and 
methods of take, and transportation and reporting requirements. The proposed amendments allow 
this chapter to conform with Iowa Code section 483A.24(10), which requires the Commission to 
adopt rules to implement the license provisions. 
 
Iowa Code section 483A.24(10) specifies that nonresidents 21 years of age or younger who have 
a severe physical disability or who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness may obtain a 
special license to hunt deer during any season in any zone. A nonresident who receives a special 
license pursuant to this section must purchase a hunting license and the nonresident deer hunting 
license and pay the wildlife habitat fee but is not required to complete the hunter safety and 
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ethics education course if the person is accompanied and aided by a person who is at least 18 
years of age. The accompanying person must be qualified to hunt and have a hunting license. 
During the hunt, the accompanying adult must be within arm's reach of the nonresident licensee. 
The person requesting the special license must apply on a form which requires that the person's 
attending physician sign the form declaring that the person has a severe physical disability or has 
been diagnosed with a terminal illness and is eligible for the special license. A public hearing 
was held on August 18, 2009. There were no comments received at the meeting or in writing. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Drees expressed concern that an individual in this situation is not 
required to complete a hunter safety course. He would like to have this reviewed further for 
future consideration. Dale Garner Wildlife Bureau Chief explained that the department is 
following the code set by legislation. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

14. CHAPTER 98, WILD TURKEY SPRING HUNTING – FINAL RULE 
The Commission is requested to adopt Chapter 98, Wild Turkey Spring Hunting – Final Rule.  
Chapter 98 regulates hunting wild turkeys during the spring and includes season dates, bag 
limits, possession limits, shooting hours, areas open to hunting, licensing procedures, means and 
method of take, and transportation tag requirements. The proposed amendments allow this 
chapter to conform with Iowa Code section 483A.24(10), which requires the Commission to 
adopt rules to implement the license provisions. The proposed amendments also update the 
implementation sentence for Chapter 98. 
 
Iowa Code section 483A.24(10) specifies that nonresidents 21 years of age or younger who have 
a severe physical disability or who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness may obtain a 
special license to hunt turkey during any season in any zone. A nonresident who receives a 
special license pursuant to this section must purchase a hunting license and the nonresident 
turkey hunting license and pay the wildlife habitat fee but is not required to complete the hunter 
safety and ethics education course if the person is accompanied and aided by a person who is at 
least 18 years of age. The accompanying person must be qualified to hunt and have a hunting 
license. During the hunt, the accompanying adult must be within arm's reach of the nonresident 
licensee. The person requesting the special license must apply on a form which requires that the 
person's attending physician sign the form declaring that the person has a severe physical 
disability or has been diagnosed with a terminal illness and is eligible for the special license. A 
public hearing was held on August 18, 2009. There were no comments received at the meeting or 
in writing. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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15. CHAPTER 99, WILD TURKEY FALL HUNTING BY RESIDENTS – FINAL RULE 
The Commission is requested to adopt Chapter 99, Wild Turkey Fall Hunting by Residents – 
Final Rule.  The proposed amendments allow this chapter to conform with Iowa Code section 
483A.24(10), which specifies that nonresidents 21 years of age or younger who have a severe 
physical disability or who have been diagnosed with a terminal illness may obtain a special 
license to hunt turkey during any season in any zone. Iowa Code section 483A.24(10)“e” 
requires the Commission to adopt rules to implement the license provisions. 
 
A nonresident who receives a special license pursuant to this section must purchase a hunting 
license and the nonresident turkey hunting license and pay the wildlife habitat fee but is not 
required to complete the hunter safety and ethics education course if the person is accompanied 
and aided by a person who is at least 18 years of age. The accompanying person must be 
qualified to hunt and have a hunting license. During the hunt, the accompanying adult must be 
within arm's reach of the nonresident licensee. The person requesting the special license must 
apply on a form which requires that the person's attending physician sign the form declaring that 
the person has a severe physical disability or has been diagnosed with a terminal illness and is 
eligible for the special license. A public hearing was held on August 18, 2009. There were no 
comments received at the meeting or in writing. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

16. CHAPTER 106, DEER HUNTING BY RESIDENTS – FINAL RULE  
The Commission is requested to adopt a final rule to amend Chapter 106, “Deer Hunting by 
Residents”. The proposed amendments allow this chapter to conform to 2009 Iowa Acts, Senate 
File 187 [new Iowa Code section 483A.8C]. 2009 Iowa Acts, Senate File 187, specifies that a 
nonambulatory person who is a resident may be issued one any sex deer license which is valid 
and may be used to hunt deer with a shotgun or muzzleloading rifle during any established deer 
season. This license is in addition to any other deer license for which the person is eligible. The 
person must purchase this deer license and is required to have a hunting license but is not 
required to pay the habitat fee. The legislation requires the Commission to adopt rules to 
implement the new Iowa Code section. A public hearing was held on August 18, 2009. There 
were no comments received at the meeting or in writing. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher  
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked the cost of  reprogramming the ELSI system.  
Wildlife Bureau Chief  Dale Garner explained he did not have the exact dollar amount, but 
knew it would be very minimal because of how it would be set up in the system to flow from 
multiple licenses. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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17. AMENDMENT TO EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH DUCKS UNLIMITED FOR 
WETLAND RESTORATION AND ENHANCEMENT 
The Commission is requested to approve an amendment to an agreement between the 
Department (DNR) and Ducks Unlimited, Inc. (DU).  The primary purpose of this agreement is 
to improve water quality in large marshes and shallow lakes where monitoring data show poor 
water quality and a corresponding reduction in wildlife habitat, native fish populations, and 
associated recreational use.  Projects conducted under this agreement focus on renovation of 
degraded wetland habitats by removing and excluding carp and other rough fish species, 
establishing functional water control structures, and re-establishing healthy emergent and 
submerged aquatic plant communities.  Previous projects funded under this agreement include 
Diamond Lake and Jemmerson Slough in Dickinson County, Dan Green Slough in Clay County, 
Four Mile Lake in Emmet County, and Eagle Flats in Hancock County.   
 
The current 5 year agreement is effective from July 2006 through July 2011, in which the DNR 
and DU have each committed $500,000 for a total of $1 million.  This partnership has been very 
effective and each agency has reached the $500,000 commitment.  The purpose of this 
amendment is to increase the minimum financial commitments of both organizations from 
$500,000 to $1 million with the ability to authorize a maximum investment up to $3 million.  
DNR and DU use these future funding commitments to gain additional partners and as matching 
funds in federal grant proposals which also provide funding toward the $3 million for these 
projects. 
 
Annual funds committed by DNR are primarily from State Migratory Bird Fee revenues which 
generate more than $240,000 per year, but also include annual funding support from the 
Fisheries bureau and lake restoration programs.  DU is supported by more than 26,000 members 
within the state of Iowa, and has been a leader in devising wetland restoration and renovation 
techniques in Iowa and across the upper Midwest.  DU and DNR have been increasing and 
improving wetland habitat across Iowa under similar agreements since April 10, 1985. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco  
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – None 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

18. GLENWOOD ARCHAEOLOGICAL STATE PRESERVE DEDICATION 
The Department requests Commission approval to dedicate the Glenwood property transferred 
from the Department of Human Services to the DNR as a state preserve. The 900 acre property 
was transferred to the DNR by the Legislature to ensure that the archaeological resources would 
be protected through preserve dedication. Ten percent of the known Glenwood culture sites in 
Iowa are within the proposed preserve. The attached brochure explains the significance of the 
property. 
 
The Preserves Advisory Board was contacted several years ago by staff of the Glenwood 
Resource Center to consider dedication of about 900 acres of the property as a state preserve. 
The Preserves Board recommended that the property be dedicated as an archaeological preserve 



Natural Resources Commission Minutes October 2009
 

  Page | 19 
 

after compiling existing information about the cultural resources of the property and contracting 
with the Office of the State Archaeologist to prepare a draft management plan. 
 
In 1965 the Iowa Legislature established the state preserve system to protect the best examples of 
our natural and cultural heritage for future generations. The Act (Chapter 465C, Code of Iowa) 
defines preserve as “an area of land or water formally dedicated under this chapter for 
maintenance as nearly possible in its natural condition though it need not be completely primeval 
in character at the time of dedication or an area which has unusual flora, fauna, geological, 
archaeological, scenic, or historical features of scientific or educational value”. Preserve 
designation provides an area with the highest form of protection the State of Iowa offers. 
Preserve status is considered the highest, best, and most important use of an area for the public 
benefit. The area shall be held in trust and not converted except to another public use upon a 
finding of the Preserves Advisory Board of imperative and unavoidable public necessity and 
with the approval of the Natural Resource Commission, the General Assembly by concurrent 
resolution, and the Governor. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig stated that she found the overlapping responsibilities of the 
State Preserves Advisory Board and the Natural Resource Commission to be confusing;  she 
finds it redundant. Conservation and Recreation Deputy Division Administrator Diane Ford 
explained that the State Preserves Advisory Board are not Governor Appointed but are experts 
in their field and, due to that, bring a higher level of specialized recommendations to the 
department.  
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

19. CONTRACT WITH IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY FOR HICKORY GROVE WATER 
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN 
Commission approval is requested for a two year-service contract with Iowa State University 
(ISU) of Ames, Iowa.   The contract will begin on December 1, 2009 and terminate on December 
31, 2011.   The total amount of this contract shall not exceed $148,718.  DNR shall have the 
option to renew this contract as long as this contract and any extensions do not exceed a six-year 
period.  This contract will be funded through the Lakes Restoration Program established under 
Iowa Code Section 456A.33B. 
 
The parties have entered into this Contract to develop a water quality improvement plan to 
recommend restoration alternatives for improved water quality in Hickory Grove Lake. This goal 
will be addressed through water quality monitoring, watershed-scale modeling, and public 
outreach. 
 
The Hickory Grove Watershed is located in Story County, Iowa.  It has a drainage area of 4,026 
acres and land use distribution of 84.7% row crop, 9.8% grass, 1.6% forest, 2.2% water, 0.9% 
barren and 0.7% artificial. Hickory Grove Lake has been identified as an important recreational 
resource to the citizens of Iowa. However, Hickory Grove Lake is experiencing event driven 
water quality problems.  In general, the Hickory Grove watershed has few elevation changes and 
much of the agricultural land is under tile drainage management.  Storm related surface runoff 
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has led to gully erosion, debris and nitrogen spikes immediately after these events.  The eastern 
end of the lake is now sediment filled, limiting boat access. The lake has a designated use of 
primary contact recreation and is listed on the 2008 303(d) Impaired Waters Listing for elevated 
bacteria concentrations. 
 
The DNR intends to utilize the information gathered and analyzed in this Contract to: manage 
this natural resource and allocate lake restoration funds most appropriately; use information 
gathered on sources of pollution in the watershed and loading calculations to develop a water 
quality improvement plan for Hickory Grove Lake; and provide support information for 
watershed planning. 
 
Code of Iowa allows the DNR to contract, with public agencies of this state, to provide 
laboratory, scientific field and environmental quality evaluation services. The DNR has a long 
history of working with ISU on a variety of water quality related research and past projects have 
been completed in a timely, professional manner. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Discussion – Commissioner Drees asked about the associated contract cost and source of 
funding.  Mike McGhee, Fisheries Bureau, explained that the contract had been negotiated 
down and it modified some of the services, while still obtaining the needed information. The 
funding will come from the Lake Restoration Program. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 

20. HONEY CREEK RESORT STATE PARK ACTIVITIES BUILDING AGREEMENT 
WITH IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY 
The Department requests Commission approval to enter into an agreement with Iowa State 
University to purchase the 2009 Solar Decathlon building. The cost of this building is $153,000 
which includes assistance from Iowa State students in the re-assembly of the building onsite.  
The Department will be responsible for providing the final preparation of the site, which may 
include grading, providing a foundation and making any necessary utility connections. 
 
This facility will serve as Honey Creek Resort State Park’s Activities Building and base for 
interpretive programming.  The building will continue to be monitored by Iowa State University 
for its functionality and energy saving properties with data from this monitoring used by 
interpretive staff for future programming. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked who had originally paid for the structure to be built 
and entered into the building contest. Deputy Director Boddy was not sure, but believed it had 
been a combination of both school and private donor funds. Engineering Bureau Chief Don 
Labate explained how the structure would be moved and assembled at the resort.  
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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21. GENERAL DISCUSSION  
 Commissioner Francisco – Thanked department for allowing him to participate via phone 
 Commissioner Rettig – Attended local REAP meeting and noted the great turnout. 
 Commissioner Garst –  

o Toured the resort the previous night and noted the improvements that had been 
made to the dark sky lighting  

o Governor’s Hunt invite just came, short notice a problem 
 Commissioner Kircher – Toured the dreding operation at Storm Lake and new marina 

and commented what a nice facility it is. 
 Commissioner Drees – Again thanked the DNR Staff for the informative 

tour/presentation information of the prior day. 
 
22. NEXT MEETING DATES 

 November 5, 2009 – Polk County 
 December 10, 2009 – Polk County 

ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to come before the Natural Resources Commission, Chairperson 
Gregory Drees adjourned the meeting at 12:27 p.m., on October 8, 2009. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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