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NATURAL RESOURCE COMMISSION 

Meeting SUMMARY 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2009 
Meeting convenes at 8:30am 

Public Comment Period begins at approximately 10:30am 
 

Meeting Location: Lake Wapello State Park Lodge 
15248 Campground Road 

Drakesville, IA 
 
Commission Tour:  Wednesday, May 13, 2009 - Commission and staff will meet at 1pm at the 
Lake Wapello State Park Lodge 15248 Campground Road, Drakesville, IA, for an information session 
and local tour. 
 
1. Approve Agenda   
2. Election of NRC Officers   
3. Approve Minutes of 04/09/09   
4. Director’s Remarks   
5. Environmental Report Card Information N/A 
6. Honey Creek Destination State Park Information N/A 
7. Appeal of Decisions of the Administrative Law Judge, 

Suspension of the taxidermy and hunting licenses of Lorin 
Felderman 

Decision Denied 

8. Construction Projects   
 8.1 Honey Creek State Park, Appanoose County – 

Roadway Reconstruction 
Decision Carried 

 8.2 Walnut Woods State Park, Polk County – 
Campground Flood Damage Repairs 

Decision Carried 

 8.3 Green Valley State Park, Union County – Trail 
Construction and Paving 

Decision Carried 

 8.4 Volga River Recreation Area, Fayette County – 
Campground Development 

Decision Carried 

9. Lake Darling State Park - Consultant Contract Amendment 
for the redesign of the Dam and Spillways 

Decision Carried 

10. Amendment to an Agreement with Guthrie County for 
Design and Construction of Bridge and Related Structures 

Decision Carried 

11. Land Acquisition Projects   
 11.1 Kiowa Marsh Wildlife Management Area, Sac 

County – Marvel Stout 
Decision Carried 

 11.2 US Highway 65 Bypass Wildlife Management Area - 
Polk County Conservation Board 

Decision Denied 

 11.3 Upper Iowa Wildlife Management Area, Winneshiek 
County – Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 

Decision Carried 

 11.4 Muskrat Slough Wildlife Management Area, Jones 
County – Matthew G. McQuillen 

Decision Carried 

 11.5 Thomas Mitchell Marsh Wildlife Management Area, 
Union County - John and Lisa Wolfe 

Decision Carried 
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12. Land Management Projects   
 12.1 Chapter 18 Lease Renewal, Allamakee Co. - S&S 

Rentals, Inc 
Decision Carried 

 12.2 Chapter 18 Lease Renewal, Muscatine Co. - W.G. 
Block Company 

Decision Carried 

 12.3 Management Agreement Renewal, Doolittle Prairie 
Preserve – Story County Conservation Board 

Decision Carried 

13. Chapter 15, General License Regulations - Final Decision Carried 
14. Chapter 15, General License Regulations - Informational Information N/A 
15. Land and Water Conservation Fund - City and County 

Grants 
Decision Carried 

16. Chapter 71 Nursery Stock Sale Administrative Rules 
Change-Final 

Decision Carried 

17. Chapter 77 Endangered and Threatened Plant and Animal 
Species-NOIA 

Decision Carried 

18. Contract with The Nature Conservancy for Landowner 
Incentive Program Banks Easement 

Decision Carried 

19. Petition for Adoption of Rules and Request for Review of 
Rules on Commercial Turtle Harvest 

Decision Carried 

20. Water Recreation Access Cost-Share (WRAC) Grant FY 
2010 

Decision Carried 

21. Donations Decision Carried 
22. Budget Update Information N/A 
23. General Discussion 
24. Items for Next Meeting 
 Next Meetings: 

 June 11, 2009 – Fremont County 
 July 9, 2009 – Washington County 
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Call to Order 
The meeting of the Natural Resource Commission was called to order by the NRC Commission 
Chairperson, Bill Bird, at 8:35 a.m. on Thursday, May 14, 2009. Commissioner Bird welcomed the 
public to the meeting and reviewed the public speaking forum guidelines. Commissioner Bird 
thanked the DNR staff for the prior day’s informative tour of Lake Wapello and presentations on 
the lake restoration project. 
 
Members Present 
William Bird 
Gregory Drees 
Richard (Kim) Francisco 
Elizabeth Garst 
Tammi Kircher 
Carol Kramer 
Janelle Rettig 
 
NOTE: Commissioner Kircher departed from meeting after item 10. 
       Commissioner Kramer absent from vote on items 11.3 and departed from meeting after item 18. 
 
Members Absent 
None 
 
Others Present 
Kurt Swaim, State Representative House District 94 
Kent Sovern, Executive Director of the Iowa Parks Foundation 
 
Public Participation 

• Mike Sells, Washington, IA – Spoke on behalf of the Fishing & Aqua Association in 
reference to the Turtle Petition (item#19); he stated that the group has been working on 
creating a charter and increasing memberships. 

 
1. Approve Agenda 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Moved – Commissioner Garst moved to have item#19 follow the public speaking time. 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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2. Election of NRC Officers 
 
NRC Chairperson: 
Nominations were opened for NRC Chairperson 

Moved – Commissioner Kircher nominated Commissioner Greg Drees 
Seconded – Commissioner Garst 

No other Nominations from the floor 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco moved to close nominations 
Seconded – Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
Ballot Results: 
_6__  Gregory Drees 
____  Richard (Kim) Francisco 
____  Elizabeth Garst 
____  Tammi Kircher 
____  Carol Kramer 
____  Janelle Rettig 
_1__  Abstention 
 
Commissioner Bird announced Commissioner Drees as the new NRC Chairperson. 
 
NRC Vice-Chairperson: 
Nominations were opened for NRC Vice-Chairperson 

Moved – Commissioner Garst nominated Commissioner Kircher 
Seconded – Commissioner Drees 
Moved – Commissioner Kramer nominated Commissioner Janelle Rettig 
Seconded – Commissioner Bird 

No other Nominations from the floor 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher moved to close nominations 
Seconded – Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
Ballot Results: 
____  Gregory Drees 
____  Richard (Kim) Francisco 
____  Elizabeth Garst 
_5__  Tammi Kircher 
____  Carol Kramer 
_1__  Janelle Rettig 
_1__  Abstention 
 
Commissioner Bird announced Commissioner Kircher as the new NRC Vice-Chairperson 
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NRC Secretary: 
Nominations were opened for NRC Vice-Chairperson 

Moved – Commissioner Garst nominated Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded – Commissioner Drees 

No other Nominations from the floor 
Moved – Commissioner Kircher moved to close nominations 
Seconded – Commissioner Drees 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 

 
Ballot Results: 
____  Gregory Drees 
_5__  Richard (Kim) Francisco 
____  Elizabeth Garst 
____  Tammi Kircher 
____  Carol Kramer 
____  Janelle Rettig 
_2__  Abstention 
 
Commissioner Bird announced Commissioner Francisco as the new NRC Secretary 
 
New NRC Commission Chairperson, Greg Drees changed seats with former chairperson Bill Bird. 
Commissioner Drees then presented Commissioner Bird with a gift (bird house) of appreciation 
from his fellow commissioners for his leadership as the NRC Chairperson. 
 
3. Approve Minutes of 04/09/09 
Moved - Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Bird 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
4. Director’s Remarks 

 Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) – Confirmed in Wisconsin across the Mississippi from 
Allamakee County, IA.  Houston county Minnesota has declared a quarantine.  Iowa is 
likely to do the same, though at this point a statewide quarantine would be overkill.  Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is a federal agency that has authority to 
declare a statewide quarantine if Iowa does not take action on a county wide basis; this 
would mean no wood allowed to be transported anywhere.  Iowa DNR is working in 
partnership with the Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) on a grant 
for public awareness. 

 Twitter – DNR has a twitter account.  Currently there are 357 people following the updates 
and have 750+ links to the DNR homepage from the twitter updates. 

 DNR Logo Apparel – Review of the expectations when wearing such logo 
 Budget/Expenses – All is being done to tighten spending.  Opportunities to utilize state 

facilities such as cabins and lodges will be sought after to assist in lowering costs of 
commission meetings. 

 Legislative Session – General Funds down with an across the board cut of 15%; which 
translates to approximately $3.5 million cut from the DNR budget.  One very positive item 
was Environment First with Status Queue Funding.  Legislative liaisons Sharon Tahtinen 
(Environmental) & Diane Ford (Conservation & Recreation) worked tirelessly during the 
session to obtain bonding of $55M devoted for Waste Water & Water Quality, $20M for 
Larger Communities, $13.5M for Water Quality to be spent in places such as parks, 
Emergency Water Shed program, Loss Grove Lake in long term project.   
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 Lakes Program - $8.6M from last year had been reallocated and then $2.8M given back 
with an additional $10M out of the bonding package; with that a lot of lake projects can be 
moved forward.  Non-resident Fishing and Hunting licenses fees were increased during this 
session. 

 Federal Stimulus – $50M for Clean Water and State Revolving Fund money, $50M+ for 
alternative energy efficiency 

 Citizen Commission – Proposed bill to limit power of citizen commission groups. 
 Joint EPC/NRC meeting – July 14th 10am-3pm at Wallace State Office Building 
 Director’s Schedule - Director Leopold will be unavailable most of June for speaking 

engagements in Washington, DC as well as vacation time. 
 
5. Environmental Report Card 
 
Director Leopold presented the Environmental Report Card PowerPoint presentation that had been 
shown in May during the Earth Day celebration. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Commissioner Rettig made comment that the exercise was good but that she also felt that there was 
grade inflation on the report and it makes the case for additional funding harder. 
 
Director Leopold responded that the criticisms were fair, but from a legislative standpoint it is also 
encouraging to show the improvements that have been made and build the case that there is still a 
great need for the continuance of further environmental improvements. 
 
Commissioner Garst made comment that she felt the report card was an overall good first effort; she 
went on to suggest areas for improvement such as land protection and information on Iowa’s carbon 
foot print measurements. 
 
Commissioner Bird agreed with Commissioner Rettig’s points that the grade gives the impression 
things are much better than they are which makes it harder to ask the legislature for additional 
funding. 
 
Commissioner Francisco recommended the whole wildlife conservation plan be used on a broader 
scale on future reports. 
 
6. Honey Creek Resort State Park Monthly Update 
 
Deputy Director Boddy addressed the Bond payment concerns, and is working with State Treasures 
Office as this is not just a department concern but a state concern. 
Michelle Wilson, Honey Creek Project Leader updated the commissioners on construction 
completion at the resort and cabins and plans for the summer high season. 
April 28th there was an announcement from a private developer Bentley Group, who is planning 
commercial development plans in the Rathbun Lake area near the resort. Don Burg, Bentley 
Management Group presented area development plans to the commission. 
 
7. Appeal of Decisions of the Administrative Law Judge, Suspension of the taxidermy 
and hunting licenses of Lorin Felderman 
 
This item consists of the appeal by Lorin Felderman to the Commission for review of a Decision 
issued by Administrative Law Judge Paul McIntyre. 
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On August 30, 2007, Lorin Felderman was convicted of seven counts of practicing taxidermy 
without a license and one count of illegal possession of a protected nongame species (owl). 
 
Based upon these convictions, the Department’s Law Enforcement Bureau issued a notice of a three 
(3) year suspension of Mr. Felderman’s taxidermy and hunting licenses.  The Notice of Suspension 
was issued December 13, 2007, and appealed.  The matter was heard by the Administrative Law 
Judge on March 3, 2009.  On March 4, 2009, the Administrative Law Judge issued a Decision 
upholding the three year suspension of Mr. Felderman’s taxidermy and hunting licenses. 
 
A timely appeal was filed on April 2, 2009. 
 
The Commission may uphold the Decision of the Administrative Law Judge, reverse the Decision, 
or modify the Decision in accordance with the applicable statutes and rules. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig deny appeal of taxidermy suspension 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Discussion – Commissioner Francisco asked for clarification if the suspension was due to the 
owl talons or if it was due to the other items found.  Jon Tack, DNR Attorney responded that 
when the search warrant had been issued it was difficult to identify what items were Mr. 
Felderman’s and that of customers.  It was determined that some of the items and materials in 
Mr. Felderman’s possession he was not authorized to possess.  It was not completely due to the 
owl talons in his possession. 
Commissioner Rettig asked about the law stating one is not able to posses the owl talons. 
Commissioner Bird commented it was in the Lacey Act which is a Federal Act. 
Mr. Felderman asked how if an item was not noted on the list at the time he received the talons 
as a child was suppose to know this now. 
Jeff Harrison, DNR Law Enforcement Officer in Scott county addressed the commission on the 
initial citation which was for unlawful possession. 
Commissioner Rettig inquired how much of Mr. Felderman’s family food source came from 
hunting.  Mr. Felderman responded 60-70% of his family’s meat source came from hunting. 
Commissioner Rettig stated that she would not support the suspension of hunting license for the 
same time frame as taxidermy license violation. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote to deny the appeal 
Moved - Commissioner Rettig moved to reverse the decision of the administrative law judge 
regarding the hunting license suspension. 
Seconded – Commission Garst 
Discussion – Commissioner Bird does not agree that this would be taking food from the 
Felderman household.  Commissioner Rettig commented that she thought a 3 year suspension 
would be overkill for possessing a set of owl talons. 
Roll Call Vote: 
William Bird - No 
Gregory Drees - No 
Richard (Kim) Francisco - No 
Elizabeth Garst - Yes 
Tammi Kircher - No 
Carol Kramer - Yes 
Janelle Rettig - Yes 
Motion to reverse Administrative Law Judge - Failed 
Motion – Failed 
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8. Construction Projects 
 
8.1. Honey Creek State Park, Appanoose County – Roadway Reconstruction 
 
Bids were opened April 16, 2009, for the following projects: 
 
Honey Creek State Park, Appanoose County – Roadway Reconstruction 
This project will replace existing Asphalt paved roadways within the park with PC Concrete paved 
roadways, that have less “heat island” effect than Asphalt paving. 
 
Project was designed and will be inspected by Jason Kruse, District Inspector.  DNR estimate is 
$4,500,000.  Funding will be provided by Parks and Institutional Road and Marine Fuel Tax Funds 
(Capital Link #76).  35 sets of plans were issued.  4 bids were received.   
 
Wicks Construction Co.    Decorah, IA    $3,708,546.93 
Concrete Technologies Inc.   Urbandale, IA   $3,789,058.38 
Cedar Valley Corporation    Waterloo, IA    $3,812,743.04 
Jasper Construction Services   Newton, IA    $3,823,667.48 
 
Staff recommends the award of contract to Wicks Construction, low bidder. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Bird 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked if this would be a bike lane or a widened shoulder. Don 
Labate responded it would be a bike lane with stenciled markings indicating such. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
8.2. Walnut Woods State Park, Polk County – Campground Flood Damage Repairs 
 
This project consists of flood damage repair, PCC camp pads, electrical system repair, and other 
related work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  The Walnut Woods 
Campground flooded three times in 2008.  Rock from camp pads was washed away and electrical 
hookups were submerged.  The rock camp pads will be replaced with PCC to mitigate any future 
loss of property during floods.  Electrical pedestals will be cleaned by an electrician and refurbished 
with new circuit breakers. 
 
Project was designed by and will be inspected by Jason Kruse, District Inspector.  DNR estimate is 
$165,000.  Funding will be by Federal FEMA and REAP Land Management (No Capital Link, 
Project is 2008 Flood Damage Related).  34 sets of plans were issued.  17 bids were received. 
 
               Base Bid           w/Alternate 
TK Concrete Inc.      Pella, IA     $100,643.00  $107,950.00 
Hymbaugh Construction    Mt Ayr, IA    $100,292.00  $108,312.00 
Jensen Builders      Ames, IA    $106,059.70  $115,682.85 
Speck-Tacular Companies Inc.   Elko, MN    $107,958.50  $117,202.50 
Michaels Construction    Adel, IA     $112,804.00  $120,966.00 
Koester Construction     Grimes, IA    $116,243.98  $125,545.36 
Dickerson Mechanical Inc.   Colfax, IA    $122,311.70  $131,366.70 
Priority Excavating LLC    Des Moines, IA   $125,341.00  $138,493.00 
Elder Corp       Des Moines, IA   $133,854.25  $150,361.75 
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KP Construction      Sergeant Bluff, IA  $146,457.58  $156,979.58 
CL Carroll Company Inc.    Des Moines, IA   $151,803.00  $161,590.00 
Joiner Construction     Plano, IA    $155,451.43  $162,289.43 
IROC Builders      Fort Madison, IA   $156,629.51  $164,773.63 
Lansink Construction Inc.    Johnson, IA    $154,208.00  $168,016.00 
Concrete Technologies Inc.   Urbandale, IA   $160,096.40  $168,943.45 
Grimes Asphalt & Paving Corp.  Grimes, IA    $173,126.00  $192,504.00 
Archer Construction Inc.    Cumming, IA   $198,102.00  $204,340.00 
 
Staff recommends the award of contract for base bid and alternates to TK Concrete Inc., low bidder. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
 
8.3. Green Valley State Park, Union County – Trail Construction and Paving 
 
This project consists of the construction of a compacted earth-filled multi-purpose trail, PCC paving 
of the trail, and incidental work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  This 
project will provide a multi-purpose trail connection between Green Valley State Park and the 
existing trail to Creston.  Construction of this multi-purpose trail specifies PCC paving that has less 
“heat island” effect than asphalt paving. 
 
Project was designed by Ken Jackson, DNR Engineer, and will be inspected by Mark Johnson, 
District Inspector.  DNR estimate is $337,000.  Funding will be provided by REAP Open Spaces 
Acquisition and Development (Capital Link #133).  30 sets of plans were issued.  14 bids were 
received. 
 
TK Concrete Inc.       Pella, IA      $171,390.00 
Carley Construction LLC     Treynor, IA     $180,031.00 
Hymbaugh Construction     Mt Ayr, IA     $209,904.63 
TI-ZACK Construction Inc.    LeCenter, MN    $221,922.50 
Grimes Asphalt & Paving Corporation  Grimes, IA     $225,754.00 
Ten Point Construction     Denison, IA     $230,501.21 
Concrete Technologies Inc.    Urbandale, IA    $237,294.40 
Howrey Construction Inc.     Rockwell City, IA   $245,161.10 
Cedar Valley Corporation     Waterloo, IA     $255,691.85 
CL Carroll Company Inc.     Des Moines, IA    $260,778.00 
Henningsen Construction     Atlantic, IA     $264,944.83 
Boyd Construction LLC     Leon, IA     $266,549.80 
Feldhacker Contracting     Creston, IA     $284,712.35 
Jasper Construction Services Inc.   Newton, IA     $310,407.00 
 
Staff recommends the award of contract to TK Concrete Inc., low bidder. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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8.4. Volga River Recreation Area, Fayette County – Campground Development 
 
This projects consists of grading and granular surfacing for camp pads and a parking lot; installation 
of sewer, water lines and electrical hookups at the pads; installation of a well pump, pressure tank(s) 
and chlorine disinfection system and water distribution lines to the camps pads and to other 
buildings and other points; concrete surfacing of check-in area and host camp pad; construction of a 
complete RV dump station including a lift station and forcemain; construction of a sewer collection 
system for the campground that includes both gravity sewer and forcemain and associated lift 
stations; construction of a two-cell controlled discharge aerated lagoon system including influent 
and effluent discharge structures and outfall and associated electrical work; and related work as 
required by the Plans and the DNR Inspector. 
 
Project was designed by Mike Hameed, DNR Engineer, and will be inspected by Mel Pacovsky, 
District Inspector.  DNR estimate is $1,142,000.  Funding will be provided by Special 
Appropriations (Capital Link #166).  93 sets of plans were issued.  5 bids were received.  1 bid was 
returned because it was received past the 11:00 a.m. deadline. 
 
           Base Bid  Alternate #1  Alternate #2 
Badger Environmental  Westby, WI  $688,727.23  $211,748.28  $89,605.60 
Blazek Corporation   Lawler, IA  $736,796.45  $252,846.10  $161,719.10 
FL Krapfl Company Inc.  Dyersville, IA $851,251.50  $249,719.30  $98,373.40 
Tschigffrie Excavating Co. Dubuque, IA  $1,060,123.97 $383,166.53  $154,566.17 
JB Holland Construction  Decorah, IA  $1,268,559.59 $461,104.40  $309,489.55 
 
Staff recommends the award of contract for base bid with alternates to Badger Environmental, low 
bidder. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
9. Lake Darling State Park - Consultant Contract Amendment for the redesign of the 
Dam and Spillways 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the additional scope of work and 
design fees that have been negotiated for professional services for the Lake Darling State Park Dam 
and Spillway project. 
 
French-Reneker-Associates, Inc. entered into a contract to execute the preliminary investigation, 
design and engineering of the Lake Darling dam and spillway in February of 2007.  Several factors 
contributed to the need to amend the original contract.  One factor was the Department decision to 
raise the normal pool elevation of the lake by two feet, which will have significant water quality 
benefits.  This decision caused the original design to be expanded.  Additionally, geotechnical 
exploration that occurred during the preliminary investigation discovered unanticipated fractured 
bedrock under the existing spillway.  This discovery caused a need to shift the centerline of the dam 
away from the undesirable soils.  The original scope of work did not include the relocation of the 
dam.  The more complex design requires additional engineering and specialized geotechnical 
inspection during construction. 
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The original contracted amount is $122,198 and Commission approved the negotiation of a contract 
with Reneker-Associates, Inc. with a not-to-exceed amount of $130,000 on December 14, 2006.  
The Department amended the contract on July 25, 2008.  This amendment authorized additional 
geotechnical exploration and increased the contract amount by $19,600.  Since, this amendment was 
less than $25,000 approval by the NRC was not requested. 
 
Staff recommends approving a second contract amendment.  The firm has proposed a fee for 
services at their scheduled billable rates of $13,140, which includes $10,000 for construction 
administration and $3,140 for additional design.  The construction administration is required due to 
the complexity of the project.  Because the sum of both amendments is greater than $25,000, 
Commission approval is required.  Funding will be provided by the Lake Restoration Fund (Capital 
Link #98). 
 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Kircher 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
10. Amendment to an Agreement with Guthrie County for Design and Construction of 
Bridge and Related Structures 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the amendment to an agreement 
between the Department and Guthrie for the County to provide for the engineering, consulting and 
construction of a water control structure at Bays Branch Wildlife Management Area in Guthrie 
County, Iowa.  The amendment would increase the reimbursement to Guthrie County from an 
amount not to exceed $83,000 to an amount not to exceed $140,000.  The construction bids came in 
much higher than the original construction estimates for the same, necessitating this amendment. 
 
Guthrie County, in cooperation with the Iowa Department of Transportation, is in the process of 
reconstruction of a bridge bisecting the Bays Branch Wildlife Management Area.  As part of the 
bridge reconstruction, the Department has identified an opportunity to install a water control 
structure at the site of the reconstruction.  The water control structure will allow for water level 
management to control rough fish, enhance aquatic vegetation, and improve water quality, and 
increase waterfowl and shorebird use of this important wildlife area. 
 
As part of this agreement and amendment, Guthrie County will provide the engineering and design 
services for and will oversee and contract for the construction of the water control structure at the 
same time it engineers, designs and constructs the bridge, using the following breakdown: 
 

Engineering and Design:  $    7,500 
Construction:   $ 132,500 

 

The Department will be responsible for the inspection of the water outlet structure and shall have 
rights to approve or disapprove such work in contracts executed by Guthrie County.  By combining 
the project with Guthrie County’s reconstruction project, the Department expects to save resources, 
both in staff time and money, even with the higher-than-expected construction costs. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
NOTE: Commissioner Kircher departed from meeting after item 10.
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11. Land Acquisition Projects 
 
11.1. Kiowa Marsh Wildlife Management Area, Sac County – Marvel Stout 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to acquire a 5-acre permanent flowage 
easement in Sac County, Iowa from Marvel Stout for $5,000. 
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the permanent easement.  Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 
24 allows the Department to negotiate with landowners on values up to $10,000 without an 
appraisal. 
 
The DNR is responsible for managing the existing water outlet control structure for a marsh located 
on the adjoining (south) State-owned land.  The proposed easement will allow the restoration and 
management of a 45-acre wetland.  To maximize wetland acres, the 5-acre flowage easement is 
needed to address the potential for backing water on Marvel Stout’s land during peak rainfall 
events. 
 
The easement acquisition will be funded with Wildlife Habitat Stamp (Capital Link #6).  No 
surveying costs are anticipated.  Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the 
Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the permanent flowage easement. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
11.2. US Highway 65 Bypass Wildlife Management Area - Polk County Conservation 
Board 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the recommendation to the Executive 
Council to approve the Polk County Conservation Board’s request.  The Polk County Conservation 
Board has approved a resolution requesting that title to US Highway 65 Bypass Wildlife 
Management Area be conveyed to the County for no consideration.  Upon approval by the 
Executive Council, the title will be conveyed to Polk County by patent. 
 
US Highway 65 Bypass Wildlife Management Area contains approximately 231 acres located 
immediately south of the Des Moines River in southeastern Polk County.  The area is located both 
east and west of US Highway 65.  It was acquired by the DNR in May 2008 through a transfer of 
jurisdiction from the Iowa Department of Transportation as excess right-of-way used for borrow 
and wetland mitigation for construction of the highway.  The area consists of crop fields, wetlands 
and some river plain timber and has approximately three-eighths of a mile of river frontage. 
 
The County will manage the area for wildlife habitat, hunting and fishing access and plans to 
provide parking areas for public use. 
 
Iowa Code Section 461 A.32 allows for the proposed conveyance without consideration, and 
requires that the conveyance contain a reversion provision that provides when such lands cease to 
be used as a public park, title will revert to the state. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land conveyance. 
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Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked for clarification on the rules surrounding conveyance 
of land to other state agencies.  Travis Baker, DNR Realty Services Supervisor explained the 
process.  Kevin Szcodronski spoke about 28E agreements vs. conveying lands.  Ken Herring, 
Conservation & Recreation Division Administrator explained that the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) had approached the DNR about taking title of the land but due to several 
reasons; lack of access, hunters parking along highway 65, requirement to take over the 404 
permit area, requirement to build a fence along both sides of the R-O-W, and the remoteness of 
the area provided an opportunity for illegal/inappropriate activities the DNR was not interested.  
Deputy Director, Pat Boddy commented on her knowledge of the Polk County Conservation 
Boards desire for the land. Commissioner Garst expressed concern that this may set a precedence 
not necessarily desired. 
Second Withdrew – Commissioner Garst 
Moved – Francisco moved to convey the property to Polk County 
Second – Commissioner Bird 
Motion – 3-Yes (Bird, Drees, Francisco) 2-No (Garst, Rettig) 
NOTE: Commissioners Kircher and Kramer absent at vote 
Motion Failed 
Moved – Francisco moved that the department bring the item back at the following month’s 
meeting 
Seconded – Commissioner Rettig 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
11.3. Upper Iowa Wildlife Management Area, Winneshiek County – Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to purchase a parcel of land located in 
Winneshiek County near state-owned and managed Upper Iowa Wildlife Management Area.  Iowa 
Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF) offers this 48-acre tract for the price of $171,000.  INHF 
purchased the property in December 2007 for $222,662.50 and have applied for a REAP grant in 
which the DNR will pay up to 75% of appraised price.  The appraised price of the tract is $228,000. 
 
Brian Linnemeyer, Licensed Appraiser of Indianola, Iowa, submitted the appraisal.  Rick Hansen 
negotiated the purchase agreement. 
 
This irregular-shaped property is located two miles east of Kendallville in northwestern Winneshiek 
County.  The nearly level to steep tract is comprised of 5 acres of cropland, 30 acres of CRP, and 13 
acres of forested bluffland and Upper Iowa River.  There are no building improvements.  The Upper 
Iowa River forms a majority of the northerly boundary, a distance of approximately 3/8 of a mile.  
Access is provided by a county gravel road along the west and part of the south boundaries. 
 
This aesthetic tract will provide wildlife habitat, and enhance public recreation to this area.  The 
Wildlife Bureau will manage the property in accord with the area management plan. 
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Acquisition funding will be provided by 100% REAP Private/Public Grant (Capital Link #152).  
The property will remain on the property tax rolls.  No survey or fencing costs is anticipated.  
Incidental closing costs will be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of this land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 

NOTE: Commissioners Kramer absent at vote 
 
11.4. Muskrat Slough Wildlife Management Area, Jones County – Matthew G. McQuillen 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested to accept the donation of a conservation 
easement on 13 acres in Jones County.  This easement shall serve to protect primarily open land that 
is adjacent to recent additions to DNR land that is part of the Muskrat Slough WMA.  Matthew G. 
McQuillen, of Anamosa, Iowa, offers the donation of this conservation easement.   
 
Dan Kinsinger negotiated this easement. 
 
The property is located approximately 1-mile east of Morley, Iowa and adjoins the north edge of the 
Muskrat Slough Wildlife Management Area.  The land to be encumbered is a mix of pasture, a 
small area of tillable land and an established dwelling and building site.   
 
Mr. McQuillen is conservation minded and wants to protect his land for future generations by 
eliminating potential for creating additional dwelling sites.  The easement will allow one building 
envelope to include the current dwelling and building site.  The easement will allow the existing 
dwelling and buildings to be maintained and/or replaced if destroyed by fire or natural occurrences.  
The conservation easement will also prohibit construction of any commercial feed lot, livestock 
confinement or commercial building of any type. 
 
The conservation easement will be monitored by the Wildlife Bureau.   
 
No survey costs are anticipated.  In the event that there is a future need for surveying it would be at 
the expense of the Department.  The cost of a certified real estate appraisal to serve as a basis for the 
value of the development rights given up by the encumbrance of the conservation easement along 
with incidental closing costs will also be the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the permanent conservation easement. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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11.5. Thomas Mitchell Marsh Wildlife Management Area, Union County - John and Lisa 
Wolfe 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the acquisition of a parcel of land 
located 1.7 miles north of Creston adjacent to the Green Valley State Park southern boundary.  The 
4-acre parcel is being offered by John and Lisa Wolfe for $2,000 per acre, or $8,000.  The acreage 
could vary slightly after a survey is complete. 
 
Jerry Gibson negotiated the option in compliance with Title 49 CFR Part 24, which allows the 
Realty Specialist to negotiate without an appraisal up to a value of $10,000.  The price per acre was 
arrived at using comparable sales in Union County and negotiations with the landowners. 
 
The property consists of 4 acres of pasture that has been flooded quite often by the release of water 
from Green Valley Lake during its renovation.  Acquisition of the property will alleviate future 
concerns of the landowners regarding the DNR flooding their property during draw downs for 
fisheries management.    
 
Acquisition funding will be provided by 75% REAP Open Spaces ($6,000.00), and a 25% donation 
from the High Lakes Alliance conservation club.  Incidental closing costs, surveying, and 
approximately 1200 feet of boundary fence construction are the responsibility of the Department. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the land acquisition. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
12. Land Management Projects 
 
12.1. Chapter 18 Lease Renewal, Allamakee Co. - S&S Rentals, Inc 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the renewal of Chapter 18 Lease 
Number 106-R with S&S Rentals, Inc. of Lansing, Iowa. 
 
The lease is for an area occupying approximately 26 feet of frontage by 65 feet of depth within the 
ordinary high water line of the Mississippi River at River Mile 662 in Section 33, Township 99 
North, Range 3 West in Allamakee County, Iowa, in the City of Lansing.  The leased area is part of 
a marina operation.  The lease site is occupied by a 26’ x 45’ travel lift and well and 60 feet of steel 
sheet piling for shoreline protection.  The area has been under a lease from the state of Iowa since 
1999.  The current lease is scheduled to expire June 30, 2009. 
 
The City of Lansing is the riparian landowner and has leased the adjacent riparian property to S&S 
Rentals until 2022. 
 
The lease period will be five years expiring June 30, 2014.  The annual rent is $150 and the 
administrative fee is $27.  In the event the IAC 571, Chapter 18 fee schedule is amended during the 
term of this lease, the fee shall be adjusted to meet the revised schedule. 
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Staff recommends approval of the Chapter 18 lease renewal. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Garst 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
12.2. Chapter 18 Lease Renewal, Muscatine Co. - W.G. Block Company 
 
Chapter 18 Lease Renewal, Muscatine Co. - W.G. Block Company 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the renewal of Chapter 18 Lease 
Number 11-R with W.G. Block Company of Davenport, Iowa. 
 
The lease is for a parcel of land approximately 100 feet in depth by 100 feet of frontage within the 
bed of the Mississippi River at River Mile 451.2, located one and one-half miles south of the City of 
Muscatine.  The leased area is part of a commercial dock facility that handles sand.   W.G. Block 
has leased this area from the state of Iowa since June 1974.   
 
The lease period will be five years expiring June 30, 2014.  The annual rent is $600 and the 
administrative fee is $108.  In the event the IAC 571, Chapter 18 fee schedule is amended during 
the term of this lease, the fee shall be adjusted to meet the revised schedule. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the Chapter 18 lease renewal. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
12.3. Management Agreement Renewal, Doolittle Prairie Preserve – Story County 
Conservation Board 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve renewal of a management agreement 
between the Story County Conservation Board and the DNR to authorize County management of 
Doolittle Prairie Preserve through June 30, 2034. 
 
The agreement covers 26.05 acres acquired by the state in 1979.  It was dedicated as a state preserve 
in 1980.  Story County has managed the preserve since 1980.  Doolittle Prairie Preserve is a virgin 
prairie with an excellent stand of prairie grasses and forbs.  The proposed agreement will utilize the 
DNR’s standard management agreement modified to ensure management activities will comply 
with the articles of dedication established in 1980.  The Commission and the State Preserves Board 
must approve all future changes to the management plan.  Public access to the area is on a walk in 
basis from a maintained road on the property.  The County owns approximately 16 acres of adjacent 
prairie that it manages in conjunction with the preserve. 
 
Story County desires to continue to manage the preserve. 
 
Staff recommends approval of the management agreement renewal. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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13. Chapter 15, General License Regulations - Final 
 
The Natural Resource Commission’s approval is requested for the Final Notice to amend Chapter 
15 “General License Regulations.” 
 
The proposed amendment replaces current Chapter 15 with a new chapter in order to make the rules 
pertaining to license sales, refunds, and administration consistent with the new electronic license 
sales contract for the Electronic Licensing System of Iowa (ELSI) 2 and the associated equipment 
upgrades and to present the rules in an order that is more intuitive and that allows for future 
changes.  The rules in new Divisions II, III, and IV, which pertain to violations and the wildlife 
violator compact, special licenses, and education and certification programs, have been reorganized, 
but the content of the rules remains largely unchanged.  Changes to the substance of those rules will 
be proposed in a future rule making.  No fee changes have been made. 
 
No comments from the public were received during the public comment period; however, a few 
revisions were made in response to internal staff and code editor comments.  The revisions are 
summarized as follows: 
 

• Revised definition of “License seller” to “License agent” to be consistent with terminology 
and definition used in the Iowa Code.  Revision included replacing “license seller” and 
“license depository” throughout the rule with “license agent.” 

• Returned definition of “Hunting license” to the rule.  Current rule includes a definition of 
“hunting license” that was removed from the Notice of Indented Action.  As a result of staff 
comment, the definition was returned verbatim to Division IV of the rule. 

• Added an explanatory sentence to the beginning of IAC 571-15.6, Paper license sales, 
stating “Paper licenses shall be sold only in the event that the electronic licensing system is 
no longer available.” 

 
Moved – Commissioner Kramer 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
14. Chapter 15, General License Regulations - Informational 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to review the draft of the Notice of Intended Action 
to amend Chapter 15 “General License Regulations.”  The proposed changes would revise the 
administrative fee charged to customers for most privileges sold through the Electronic Licensing 
System of Iowa (ELSI). 
 
The Department has successfully sold hunting and fishing licenses through ELSI since 2001, which 
has been well received by both license sellers and buyers.  The Department has executed a new 
contract with the existing vendor that includes the transition to a new system (ELSI 2).  ELSI 2 will 
be a web-based system that incorporates new technology and offers a number of improvements to 
the current system that benefits license sellers and buyers as well as the Department.  Along with 
the new technology and the benefits that ELSI 2 will bring, the cost of implementing the program 
will increase as well.  The proposed revision will help to offset those costs. 
 
Moved – N/A Informational 
Seconded – N/A Informational 
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 
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15. Land and Water Conservation Fund - City and County Grants 
 
The Commission is requested to approve the ranking of the project applications for the Land and 
Waters Conservation Fund Program, City and County Grants, and award grants to applicants in that 
ranked order and as funds are available.  The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal fifty 
percent cost share grant program.  The funds may be used by Iowa’s cities and counties for outdoor 
recreation projects and is governed by program rules adopted in Chapter 27 of the Iowa 
Administrative Code. 
 
The Department received 12 applications by the March 16, 2009 deadline, comprising a total 
request of $709,798.00 for over $7M in projects.  The five-member Review and Selection 
committee, comprised of three department staff and two persons appointed by the Director with 
input from the Iowa Association of County Conservation Boards, the Iowa League of Cities and the 
Iowa Parks and Recreation Association, scored and ranked the applications based on the following 
criteria, as established by rule: Relationship to SCORP Priorities (Statewide Comprehensive 
Outdoor Recreation Plan); direct recreation benefits provided;  local need; and quality of the site.  In 
addition, the Review and Selection committee awarded bonus and penalty points, also as established 
by rule, based on such criteria as: level of prior assistance from the LWCF; special features for the 
elderly and handicapped; minority populations served; degree of public participation and support; 
recycled content material use; and level of planning that has preceded the application for a LWCF 
grant. 
 
The Department has not received the official grant appropriation from the U.S. Department of the 
Interior, but anticipates that Iowa’s apportionment will be approximately $345,000.00.  The 
Department intends to make one-half of Iowa’s grant appropriation from the U.S. Department of 
Interior available to these applicants.  The Department requests that the Commission approve the 
proposed rankings and approve the Department’s funding of these projects in the order they are 
listed and as funds are available. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Rettig 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
16. Chapter 71 Nursery Stock Sale Administrative Rules Change-Final 
 
The Commission’s approval is requested for Adopted and Final Chapter 71.  “Nursery Stock Sale to 
the Public.” 571 Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 71 regulates the sale of tree and shrub seedlings 
from the Iowa DNR State Forest Nursery pursuant the authority of Iowa Code subsection 455A.5(6) 
and Iowa Code section 455A.13. 
 
The amendment proposes:  
 

1. The following changes in pricing structure: 
 

 Oak, hickory, walnut, pecan and basswood, 17″ and larger—$45 to $55 per hundred 
plants 

 Other hardwood tree species, 17″ and larger—$42 to $52 per hundred plants 
 Elderberry, buttonbush, dogwood, and Nanking cherry, 17″ and larger—$42 to $52 

per hundred plants 
 Other shrub species, 17″ and larger—$45 to $55 per hundred plants. 
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 Conifers, 17″ and larger—$30 to $40 per hundred plants. 
 Prices for wildlife packets shall be $90 to $110 each 
 Include aspen in the hardwoods category 

 
A price increase is needed to cover increasing labor and production costs. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
17. Chapter 77 Endangered and Threatened Plant and Animal Species-NOIA 
 
The Department requests Commission approval of this Notice of Intended Action to amend Chapter 
77 “Endangered and Threatened Plant and Animal Species.” Chapter 77 is the list of plants and 
animals determined to be endangered, threatened or of special concern. 
 
The proposed amendments upgrade the bald eagle and the peregrine falcon from endangered to 
special concern and correct a typographical error in the common name of Forster’s tern. The bald 
eagle population in Iowa has shown a steady increase from 1977 when the first nesting in over 70 
years was confirmed until 2008 when 136 nesting territories were reported as having adult eagles 
present. Nesting reports are not the result of comprehensive surveys and the number of active 
territories is estimated to be about 200. The reason the bald eagle is proposed to be listed as special 
concern rather than being removed from the list is because of potential effects from lead poisoning.  
 
Reintroduction efforts to reestablish the peregrine falcon in Iowa began in 1989 with the release of 
young birds in Cedar Rapids. Since then 169 peregrines have been released. There have been 167 
young produced since the first nest in 1993. In 2008 there were 13 nesting territories with 8 being 
successful and fledging 20 young. Iowa’s recovery goal was 5 successful nesting pairs. Peregrines 
are proposed to be upgraded to special concern until additional monitoring is completed to ensure 
that the number of breeding pairs remain stable or increases. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Garst 
Seconded - Commissioner Bird 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
18. Contract with The Nature Conservancy for Landowner Incentive Program Banks 
Easement 
 
Commission approval is requested for a contract with The Nature Conservancy (TNC).   The 
contract will begin on May 15, 2009, and terminate on December 1, 2009.   The total amount of this 
contract shall not exceed $35,000.  DNR shall have the option to renew this contract long as this 
contract and any extensions do not exceed a six-year period.   
 
This contract will be funded through Iowa Code section 455A.2 and 456A.24/Landowner Incentive 
Program Tier II funds. 
 
The Landowner Incentive Program’s purpose is to protect, restore, and enhance habitat for species 
of greatest conservation need.  TNC proposes to acquire a permanent conservation easement over 
approximately 160 acres, known as the Banks (Chad & Robyn) tract, located within the Broken 
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Kettle Grasslands Bird Conservation Area of the Loess Hills in Plymouth County, Iowa.  The 
conservation easement will ensure that the Banks (Chad & Robyn) property will be retained forever 
substantially undisturbed in its natural, scenic, agricultural, and open space condition, and will 
prevent any use of the property that will significantly impair or interfere with the conservation 
values of the Banks tract, as defined in the easement.  TNC shall enforce the terms and conditions 
of the easement, if it is successful in acquiring such an easement, and such enforcement shall 
remain the responsibility of TNC and its successors or assigns, as set forth in the easement, beyond 
the term of this Agreement. 
 
The Nature Conservancy was chosen for this project because this property is within a LIP priority 
area and will add to the efforts currently underway to protect, enhance, and restore habitat within 
the Broken Kettle Bird Conservation Area for species of greatest conservation need. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Kramer 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
NOTE: Commissioner Kramer departed from meeting after item 18.
 
19. Petition for Adoption of Rules and Request for Review of Rules on Commercial Turtle 
Harvest 
 
On March 11, 2009, The Center for Biological Diversity and affiliate conservation groups 
petitioned the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and Iowa Department of Public Health to 
immediately repeal commercial harvest of all freshwater turtles. 
 
On April 9, 2009, this petition was presented as an informational item to the Natural Resources 
Commission.  Twenty-two years of harvest data, the 2008 turtle harvester survey, and information 
from Minnesota on potential PCB levels and other contaminants in turtles was presented by 
Fisheries staff.  The Center for Biological Diversity gave supporting statements in favor of their 
petition.  Several turtle harvesters presented information asking for denial of the petition. 
 
Staff has reviewed this petition and has these comments: 
 

1. Commercial harvest of turtles in Iowa has been occurring for many years.  The Fisheries 
Bureau has been collecting turtle harvest information since 1987.  Turtle harvesters are 
regulated under Iowa law and are required to be licensed and report monthly their harvest of 
turtles. By rule, a 7 ½ inch escape hole is required in turtle traps to allow the passage of 
small turtles and fish.  All turtle traps must be tagged with the owner’s name and address. 

2.  In 2006, the harvest of map turtles was eliminated by rule to avoid misidentification with 
other closely related species or sub-species such at the Oachita map turtle.  Iowa law only 
allows the commercial harvest of common snapping turtles, softshell turtles and painted 
turtles. 

3. The 2005 NatureServe National and Subnational (State) Heritage Status Rank listed western 
painted turtles as increasing in number and common, widespread and abundant.  Snapping 
turtles were listed as stable but also common, widespread and abundant.  Only the softshell 
turtle was listed as decreasing and some cause for long-term concern.  It is illegal to harvest 
threatened and endangered species in Iowa. 

4. There is currently no FDA turtle meat advisory or limits in place.  Studies do show that 
turtles can accumulate much higher levels of chemical in their tissues than fish.  Most 
studies show that these chemicals accumulate in the eggs and fat of turtles and not the meat.  
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Of particular concern are the toxicants mercury and Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs).  
Older turtles generally have higher amounts of chemicals in their tissues than younger 
turtles. 

5. Surveillance of turtle harvesters by the Law Enforcement Bureau occurs regularly.  Cases 
have been made and inaccurate reporting or non-compliance with reporting is reported by 
the Fisheries Bureau to conservation officers for follow-up. This year, changes in Iowa law 
will add turtle license categories so the department can better cross-check harvest numbers 
of turtles between harvester and buyer. 

 
This year the Fisheries Bureau plans to analyze wild caught turtles for contaminant levels as part of 
the USEPA/IDNR Regional Ambient Fish Tissue (RAFT) monitoring program currently in place.  
Funding for a statewide turtle population is also needed.   The Statewide Wildlife Grant Program 
cannot be used since none of the three commercially harvested turtles are species of greatest 
conservation need in Iowa.  We will continue to look for a funding source to accomplish monitoring 
of turtle populations in Iowa. 
 
The NRC is requested to approve the recommendation to deny the petition to immediately repeal 
commercial harvest of all freshwater turtles.  The Department will continue to evaluate our laws and 
rules to regulate commercial harvest of turtles in Iowa to ensure we maintain a sustainable, 
harvestable population throughout Iowa.  Management decisions should be based on sound 
biological information.  There is a need to collect solid evidence to show deleterious impacts of 
humans (if any) on Iowa turtle populations and not base decisions on a petition that contains broad 
statements with little data from Iowa.  The petition from the Center for Biological Diversity raises 
many questions that need answering before a ban should be considered. 
 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion - Director Leopold thanked the public for their interest and dedication to the state 
natural resources; it’s very encouraging to see so many people of all ages so passionate about this 
topic.  Director Leopold stated that he supports the ongoing research to ensure safe and 
sustainable harvesting of turtles.  He said that though the majority of Iowa’s turtle population is 
fine, he does have concerns about some species like softshell and painted turtles, which are more 
related to habitat than harvesting. Commissioner Francisco stated that in the new program that 
farmed and wild turtles should be separated. Commissioner Garst asked for clarification of who 
was in charge of turtle regulations in the state.  Joe Larscheid, Fisheries Bureau Chief clarified 
that it was the fisheries bureau. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
20. Water Recreation Access Cost-Share (WRAC) Grant FY 2010 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve funding for the recommended Water 
Recreation Access Cost-Share (WRAC) Grant applications for FY10, funded through the Marine 
Fuel Tax Program and Federal Coast Guard. 
 
Grant applications have been reviewed and prioritized by a review committee who met on April 21, 
2009, to review a total of 15 projects requesting $405,336.45 in funds according to rules provided 
for in Iowa Administrative Code chapter 571 - 30. One application received additional 
consideration pursuant to Iowa Code section 303.3C, as it is a participant in Iowa’s Great Places. A 
total of $100,000.00 was available for distribution. 
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The committee recommends fully funding the top 5 ranked projects. In the event any of the 
recommended applicants are unable to meet the obligations of the WRAC program and funds 
remain available, the Department requests authority to offer those funds to the next highest scored 
project until it exhausts the funds available. 
 

Rank 
By 

Score 
Applicant Project 

Description 

MFT 
Grant 

Request 

MFT Local 
Match 

Total 
Project 

Cost 

MFT 
Grant 

Awarded 
1 Palo Alto 

CCB 
Lammers  Boat 
Access Construction 

$51,130.07 $17,043.36 $68,174,06 $51,130.07 

2 Johnson CCB Hills Access Latrine 
Construction 

$26,628.75 $8,876.25 $35,505.00 $26,628.75 

3 Harrison 
CCB 

Willow Lake 
Recreation Area 
Latrine Construction 

$4,500.00 $1,500.00 $6,000.00 $4,500.00 

4 Hamilton 
CCB 

Bell’s Mill Park 
Concrete Boat Ramp 
Construction 

$14,615.63 $4,871,86 $19,487.49 $14,615.63 

5 Story CCB Shreck Access 
Construction on the 
South Skunk River 
Water Trail 

$5,340.00 $1,821.50 $7,286.00 $3,125.55 

6 City of 
Clinton 

25th Avenue North 
Boat Ramp 
Construction 

$75,000.00 $37,500.00 $150,000.00  

7 City of Perry Boat Ramp 
&Vicinity 
Improvement 

$36,000.00 $29,700.00 $65,700.00  

8 O’Brien CCB Prairie Heritage 
Center Boat Ramp 
Repair and 
Resurface 

$51,375.00 $17,125.00 $68,500.00  

9 City of 
Bettendorf 

Eagles Landing Park 
Boat Launch 
Construction 

$20,000.00 $10,000.00 $40,000.00  

10 Dallas CCB Dawson Boat Ramp 
Construction and 
Acquisition 

$45,000.00 $15,000 $60,000.00  

11 Guthrie CCB Acquisition $7,875.00 $2,625.00 $10,500.00  
12 City of 

Burlington 
Visitor Boat Dock 
Construction 

$50,290.00 $16,763.50 $67,053.50  

13 Monona CCB Maple River Access 
Development at 
Schoenjahns 
Wildlife Area 

$3,582.00 $1,194.00 $4,776.00  

14 City of Rock 
Rapids 

Island Park Boat 
Dock Installation 

$6,500.00 $6,500.00 $13,00.00  

15 Marble Rock 
Park Board 

Powerhouse Park 
boat ramp, dock, and 
river walkway 
Design 

$7,500.00 $2,500.00 $10,000.00  

   $405,336.45 $,168,148.61 $544,807.99 $100,000.00 
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Moved – Commissioner Francisco 
Seconded - Commissioner Kramer 
Discussion – Commissioner Rettig asked which application had received further consideration. 
Ken Herring stated he thought it was the city of Perry, he went on to explain how the additional 
consideration would affect the applicants scoring. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 
21. Donations 
 
The Natural Resource Commission is requested to approve the following donations: 
 
Donation to: Amount Description Donation Provided by 

(Name/Org): 
Lacey-
Keosauqua State 
Park 

$37.50 repairing a three point hitch on the John 
Deere tractor 

McQuoid Welding and 
Machining 

Law Enforcement 
Bureau - Hunter 
Ed Program 

$50.00 toward the purchase of a Savage Mark II 
Youth Model .22 rifle for the hunter ed 
program 

Stufflebeam 

Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund 

$90.00 to support Iowa's natural resources Joe Holland 

Fish and Wildlife 
Trust Fund 

$100.00 to support Iowa's natural resources Janice Kerkove and 
David Richardson 

Law Enforcement 
Bureau - Hunter 
Ed Program 

$120.00 a Trius Trapmaster clay target thrower for 
use in our youth hunter ed program 

Dennis Jennings 
Full Strut Chapter of 
the NWTF 

Walnut Woods 
State Park 

$145.60 birdseed for the bird observation area 
feeders 

Des Moines Feed 
Company 

Law Enforcement 
Bureau - Hunter 
Ed Program 

$150.00 toward the purchase of a Savage Mark II 
Youth Model .22 rifle for the hunter ed 
program 

Brad Alderson 
Scheels All Sport 

IA DNR - 
Forestry 

$200.00 to support the work of the Forestry Bureau Iowa Horse Council 

Law Enforcement 
Bureau - Hunter 
Ed Program 

$250.00 a CVA muzzleloading rifle Walmart Store #1361 

Pleasant Creek 
State Recreation 
Area 

$600.00 toward the purchase of new tires for the 
John Deere loader tractor 

Pleasant Creek Field 
Trial Council 

Law Enforcement 
Bureau 

$700.00 a Nikon Spotting Scope, tripod, protective 
sleeve, and window mount which 

Richard Miller 
Quad Cities 
Conservation Alliance 

Mines of Spain 
Recreation Area 

$3,399.53 major repairs to a wildlife blind that was 
damaged due to arson fire as part of an 
Eagle Scout project 

Justin Herrig 

Brushy Creek 
State Recreation 
Area 

$3,500.00 a 1979 Redi Haul dump trailer Rex Buttoloph 

 
Moved – Commissioner Bird 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Discussion – Commissioner Garst asked if the item donated today would be noted in next the 
months donations. 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
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22. Budget Update – INFORMATIONAL ITEM ONLY 
 
Budget presentations were made by Ken Herring, Conservation & Recreation Division 
Administrator;  Dale Garner, Wildlife Bureau Chief;  Paul Tauke, Forestry Bureau Chief;  
and Kevin Szcodronski Parks Bureau Chief. Presentations updated the commission on what steps 
have been taken and will be taken in the future to lower costs as well as utilize all resources 
available to the fullest. 
 
Moved – N/A Informational Item Only  
Seconded - N/A Informational Item Only 
Motion – N/A Informational Item Only 
 
23. General Discussion 

 Commissioner Bird – Thanked the DNR staff for their hard work & dedication he has enjoyed 
his time as the NRC Chairperson it was a true learning experience. 

 Commissioner Garst – Stated she is still interested in a future lead presentation. 
 
24. Items for Next Meeting 
Next Meetings: 
 June 11, 2009 – Fremont County 
 July 9, 2009 – Washington County 
 
Adjourn 
 
Moved – Commissioner Rettig 
Seconded - Commissioner Francisco 
Motion – Carried by Unanimous Vote 
 


	SUMMARY NRC 051409
	FINAL NRC 051409 Mtg Minutes
	This project consists of flood damage repair, PCC camp pads, electrical system repair, and other related work as required by the Plans and the DNR Construction Inspector.  The Walnut Woods Campground flooded three times in 2008.  Rock from camp pads was washed away and electrical hookups were submerged.  The rock camp pads will be replaced with PCC to mitigate any future loss of property during floods.  Electrical pedestals will be cleaned by an electrician and refurbished with new circuit breakers.


