
Agenda 
 
 

State Interagency Missouri River Authority (SIMRA) Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 
 

1:00-3:00 p.m 
 

5W – Wallace State Office Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 

 
Conference Call Option  

Dial (866) 685‐1580.  When the call is answered follow the prompts 

by entering the conference code of 4510673319 followed by #. 

 
 

Call to Order 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Approval of December 9, 2010 Agenda 

 
Approval of October 7, 2010 Minutes  
 
Discussion on the Hamburg trip and lessons learned 
 
Discuss AOP letter to Corps and whether follow up is needed 

 
Review Vision Plan – Where are we?  What should we do next?  
 
Public Comment 
 
Other Business 
 
Next Meeting and Agenda Items 
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State Interagency Missouri River Authority (SIMRA) 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 1:00-3:00 PM 

Wallace Building, 4 East Conference Room 

Member Attendees: Sharon Tahtinen (DNR), John Fleig (DOT), Harold Hommes (IDALS), also 
Amy Christensen (IUB) and Jessica Montana (DED - via phone) 

Guests:  Roz Lehman (Iowa Rivers Revival); Marty Adkins (USDA-NRCS) 

 

Meeting Summary 

I. Introduction and Welcome – Sharon Tahtinen 
 

II. Approve Agenda – unanimous approval  
 
III. Approval of Minutes – October 7, 2010 Meeting – unanimous approval 

  
IV. Discussion on the Hamburg trip and lessons learned  

Harold Hommes briefly described some of the challenges and complexities of river 
management in the southwest corner of Iowa.  Flooding of the Missouri and the 
Nishnabotna seemed to be the primary area of concern for locals.  Hommes also talked 
about some of the challenges as told by Carl Priebe of the DNR’s southwest regional 
office.  Mr. Priebe described the difficulties of getting certain species of trees established 
but flooding caused significant losses.  Creating some balance for pheasant hunters, duck 
hunters and deers hunters was also difficult.   

 
One follow up item from the October meeting to Hamburg was the funding needed to pay 
for the completion of the data collection for the cross sections of the Nishnabotna River 
south of the Iowa state line.  In a conversation with Chris Fassero (COE-Omaha), Sharon 
was told that the COE plans to explore how that data collection can become part of the 
current study by shifting work within the existing study scope and funding.  
  

V. Discussion on letter to COE on AOP letter:  
It is recommended that Iowa send a response that Iowa is not in support of the MoRAST 
letter to the Corps regarding the AOP.  Amy Christensen had earlier offered draft 
language to the members for a letter to the Corps regarding the MoRAST comment letter 
to the US Army Corps of Engineers.  SIMRA has previously made attempts to modify 
comments developed by the MoRAST with limited success.  The organization continues  
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Continued.) 
 
to offer little time for States to adequately respond and continually fails to recognize 
and/or acknowledge when Iowa (or another state) offers a minority opinion.  Some 
SIMRA members asked for some time in order to discuss the issue with their respective 
directors before signing on to the letter.  After consultation of approximately 10 days the 
members will discuss the issue again by phone or e-mail.     
 

VI. Review of Vision Plan – Where we are at? What should we do next? 
As a starting point it was suggested that each agency look at the 8 authorized uses.  Marty 
Adkins offered to send the SIMRA members a copy of the Loess Hills Scenic Byway 
Corridor Management Plan to use as possible template for the Vision Plan and also 
suggested the group look at the Cedar River Basin Study.  Amy Christensen will send 
members a copy of the Missouri River Meeting - Utility Sector Executive Summary as a 
model to consider for the agencies 3-4 page white papers on the authorized uses of the 
Missouri River. 

 
VII. Other Business: 

Brief updates and discussion occurred on: Al Sturgeon’s resignation and the need to find 
a new Iowa representative to the MRRIC.  The need to find money for the Iowa’s 
MRRIC representatives’ meeting expenses was also discussed.  The status of the MRAPS 
study is in question should Congress approve only a Continuing Resolution of federal 
spending.   A search is underway to identify a replacement for MoRAST Executive 
Director, David Pope.  Mr. Pope has decided not to seek an extension of his contract after 
June 30, 2011. 

 
VIII. Public Comments 

No formal public comments were made other than participation by attendees in the topics 
as they were discussed above. 
 

IX. Meeting adjourned at 2:50 pm. 
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