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DEER HUNTERS DONATE RECORD NUMBER 
 

DES MOINES – Iowa deer hunters donated a record 6,820 deer harvested during 
the last hunting season, a nearly 7 percent increase from the previous year. 

 
Most of the donated deer, 6,482, went to the Help Us Stop Hunger (HUSH) 

program that the DNR started 4 years ago to help reduce the deer population and provide 
the venison to needy Iowans. Deer hunters pay an extra $1 on each deer license to 
support venison processing at 80 lockers where hunters can drop off donated deer. The 
Food Bank of Iowa arranges for distribution of the venison and makes the payments to 
lockers. 

  
“A sincere ‘thank you’ to all deer hunters who donated this past season.  Not only 

have you helped reduce deer numbers in Iowa, but you have helped many thousands of  
Iowans in need,” said Richard Leopold, director of the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources. Leopold said that more than 1.1 million quarter-pound servings of venison 
were received by Iowans through the network of food banks during the previous hunting 
season.  

 
HUSH lockers are in about half of Iowa counties. Lockers receive $60 per deer to 

process the venison into 2-pound frozen packages. The Food Bank of Iowa is paid $5 per 
deer for its administrative duties.  In addition to deer donated to HUSH, 275 deer were 
donated to two chapters of Farmers and Hunters Feeding the Hungry (FHFH), a national 
faith-based deer donation program that raises its own money locally to pay for deer 
processing and venison distribution to the needy. 

 

www.iowanaturestore.com 



“We are grateful to FHFH for participation in the Muscatine and Fairfield areas,” 
said DNR’s Ross Harrison who coordinates HUSH. Also, 63 deer were donated at the 
Yetter Locker in northwest Iowa for the Rockwell City Correctional Facility. 

 
Income from the $1 HUSH fee was nearly $366,000, more than $60,000 short of 

paying for the program; fees from other licenses will cover the deficit. Lockers receiving 
the most deer included: Edgewood Locker in Edgewood, 422 deer; Milo Locker in Milo, 
350 deer; Ruzicka’s Meat Processing, Inc. in Solon, 264 deer; Corning Meat Processing 
in Corning, 247 deer; and Perk’s Processing in Unionville, 235 deer. 
 
For more information, contact Harrison at 515-281-5973 
 
 

### 
 
 
FREE CAMPING WEEKEND IS MAY 4, 5 AND 6 
 

DES MOINES – Finally… Spring has pushed aside winter and is here to stay.  
Campgrounds in Iowa State Parks are busily getting prepared to welcome thousands of 
visitors for the 2007 camping season, which begins with free camping weekend May 4, 5 
and 6.   

 
“Free camping weekend is an opportunity for us to thank our patrons for using our 

state parks and we hope they have an enjoyable camping season,” said Kevin 
Szcodronski, chief of the Iowa Department of Natural Resources state parks bureau. Free 
camping weekend is a good opportunity to make sure all the camping gear is in working 
order before the main camping season is here.  

 
While spending time in the park, the Szcodronski said campers should take 

advantage of the trails available in most parks.  Not only will campers experience some 
tremendous natural scenery, but they will also get in some exercise.  A trail map can be 
found in the individual park brochure available at the park kiosk.  

 
Since the addition of the campsite reservation system, state park rules will allow 

campers who have secured a campsite for Thursday night, May 3, regardless if it was 
reserved or not, to have that site for free camping weekend, as long as they occupy the 
site.   

 
“Past years have shown that if the weather is good, the electrical sites will fill, 

especially in our more popular parks,” Szcodronski said.   
 
Campers are encouraged to be respectful of fellow campers.  “Try to keep the 

noise to a minimum, pick up after yourself and follow the park rules,” he said.  “Our 
campgrounds are busy places and just one loud camper can ruin the experience for a lot 
of people.”  



 
Free camping weekend is only for Iowa residents.  Nonresidents may camp during 

the weekend, but will be required to pay the appropriate fee.  The free camping weekend 
is in Iowa State parks only and cabins are not part of the free weekend.   

 
There are some activities planned in state parks during the free camping weekend.  

Check with the campground kiosk to see what, if any, programs are scheduled for a 
particular park.  It is also a good time to go fishing and hunt for morel mushrooms.  With 
the inconsistent weather this spring, you never know what you might catch or find, 
Szcodronski said.   

 
The campgrounds at Black Hawk and Prairie Rose state parks are undergoing 

upgrades and improvement and will not be open during free camping weekend.  
 
 
For more information, contact Szcodronski at 515-281-8674. 
 
 

### 
 
 
BOAT REGISTRATIONS DUE BY APRIL 30 
 

DES MOINES – Boat and personal watercraft owners are required to renew the 
registration of their vessels by April 30.  Boat registrations are now good for three years, 
which is new.  The registrations had been good for two years.   

 
Registration fees vary depending on the size of the vessel and are paid to the 

county recorder in the county where the owner resides. Failure to display current 
registration is a simple misdemeanor.   

 
Iowa’s recreational boating activities continue to grow each year.  Registration 

fees are used to support Iowa’s boating enforcement and safety program.   
 

 
 

### 
 
 
FISHING EVENTS SET FOR SPRING AND SUMMER  
 

GUTHRIE CENTER - Following are several fishing events scheduled around 
Iowa and listed in date order by county. Whether you want to learn to fish at a clinic, 
compete for prizes at a tournament, or just have some fun, there is something for 
everyone. For more information about individual events, call the number listed.   
 



May 16, Clay County, Stolleys Pond, Spencer, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-933-5532 
May 19, Webster County, Armstrong Pond, Fort Dodge, Fishing Tournament, 515-972-
4216 
May 19, Appanoose County, Lelah Bradley Park and Reserve, Centerville, Youth Fishing 
Clinic, 641-895-1775 
May 19, Union County, Three Mile Lake, Afton, Fishing Tournament, 641-782-1755 
June 1, Cherokee County, Spring Lake Park, Cherokee, Fishing Tournament, 712-225-
2715 
June 2, Buchanan County, Fontana Park, Independence, Fishing Clinic, 319-636-2617 
June 2, Buena Vista, Gustafson Lake, Sioux Rapids, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-749-2563 
June 2, Carroll County, Swan Lake State Park, Carroll, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-792-
4614 
June 2, Cherokee County, Spring Lake Park, Cherokee, Fishing Tournament, 712-225-
2715 
June 2, Clayton County, Clayton Welcome Center, Strawberry Point, Youth Fishing 
Clinic, 563-245-2201 
June 2, Des Moines County, Gahn Wildlife Refuge, Burlington, Fishing Clinic, 319-753-
5808 
June 2, Hancock County, Eldred Sherwood Park, Goodell, Youth Fishing Clinic, 641-
923-2720 
June 2, Howard County, Lake Hendricks, Riceville, Youth Fishing Clinic, 563-547-3634 
June 2, Jackson County, Hurstville Interpretive Center, Maquoketa, Fishing Clinic, 563-
652-3783 
June 2, Jasper County, Izaak Walton League Club House, Newton, Youth Fishing Clinic, 
641-521-2536 
June 2, Johnson County, FW Kent Park, Tiffin, Fishing Clinic, 319-645-1011 
June 2, Jones County, Central Park Lake, Anamosa, Fishing Tournament, 563-487-3541 
June 2, Lyon County, Lake Pahoja, Larchwood, Fishing Tournament, 712-472-2217 
June 2, Marion County, Marion County Park, Knoxville, Youth Fishing Clinic, 641-627-
5935 
June 2, Mills County, Mile Hill Lake, Pacific Junction, Fishing Clinic, 712-527-9685 
June 2, Muscatine County, Discovery Park, Muscatine, Youth Fishing Clinic, 563-264-
5922 
June 2, Osceola County, Willow Creek, Ocheyedan, Fishing Clinic, 712-754-3648 
June 2, Page County, Pioneer Park, Clarinda, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-542-3864 
June 2, Pottawattamie County, Arrowhead Lake, Neola, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-485-
2295 
June 2, Pottawattamie County, Big Lake, Council Bluffs, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-328-
8852 
June 2, Polk County, Blue Heron Lake, Raccoon River Park, West Des Moines, Fishing 
Tournament, 515-222-3321 
June 2, Sac County, Black Hawk Lake, Lake View, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-662-4530 
June 2, Scott County, West Lake Park, Davenport, Youth Fishing Clinic, 563-328-3281 
June 2, Union County, Green Valley State Park, Creston, Youth Fishing Clinic, 641-782-
5131 



June 2, Wapello County, Pioneer Ridge Nature Area, Ottumwa, Youth Fishing Clinic, 
641-682-3091 
June 3, Cerro Gordo County, East Park, Mason City, Fishing Tournament, 641-421-3673 
June 3, Lucas County, Pin Oak Marsh, Chariton, Youth Fishing Clinic, 641-774-2438 
June 3, Story County, Hickory Grove Park, Colo, Youth Fishing Clinic, 515-232-2516 
June 3, Woodbury County, Browns Lake, Salix, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-233-1513 
June 9, Carroll County, Great Western Park, Manning, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-792-
4614 
June 9, Dallas County, Glissman Area, Adel, Fishing Clinic, 515-202-1703 
June 9, Emmet County, Jordet’s Pond, Wallingford, Youth Fishing Clinic,712-362-2510 
June 9, Harrison County, Willow Lake, Woodbine, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-647-2785 
June 9, Sioux County, Sandy Hollow, Sioux Center, Fishing Clinic, 712-552-3057 
June 9, Washington County, Thomas Marr Lake, Ainsworth, Youth Fishing Clinic, 319-
657-2400 
June 9, Woodbury County, Bacon Creek Park, Sioux City, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-
252-1335 
June 13, Shelby County, Nishna Bend Recreation Area, Day Camp, 712-744-3403 
June 16, Audubon County, Littlefield Recreation Area, Exira, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-
744-3403 
June 19, Tama County, Otter Creek Lake and Park, Toledo, Youth Fishing Clinic, 641-
484-2231 
June 21, Shelby County, Nishna Bend Recreation Area, Day Camp, 712-744-3403 
June 23, Pottawattamie County, Lake Manawa State Park, Council Bluffs, Youth Fishing 
Clinic, 712-366-0220 
June 24, Jefferson County, Tracht Conservation Farm, Quince, Youth Fishing Clinic, 
641-472-6177 
July 4, Crawford County, Yellow Smoke Park, Denison, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-263-
3740 
July 14, Scott County, Vandr Veer Botanical Park, Davenport, Fishing Clinic, 563-320-
0384 
July 24, Shelby County, Nishna Bend Recreation Area, Fishing Clinic, 712-744-3403 
July 25, Jackson County, South Sabula Lake Park, Sabula, Youth Fishing Clinic, 563-
652-3783 
August 2, Emmet County, North Riverside Park, Estherville, Youth Fishing Clinic, 712-
362-7978 
August 8, Scott County, Lock and Dam 14 Recreation Area, Pleasant Valley, Fishing 
Clinic, 309-794-4301 
August 18, Jackson County, Hurstville Interpretive Center, Maquoketa, Youth Fishing 
Clinic, 563-652-3783 
September 15, Wayne County, Bobwhite State Park, Allerton, Fishing Tournament, 641-
873-4242 
September 16, Scott County, Vander Veer Botanical Park, Davenport, Fishing 
Tournament, 563-320-0384 
 
 

### 



 

IOWA FISHING REPORT 
For the week of April 24, 2007 

www.iowadnr.gov 
 

For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact the 
office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.   

 
Southeast 

Mississippi River Pools 16 to 18: Water temperature at Muscatine is 59 degrees.  
The water level at Muscatine is 10.78 feet and the flood stage at this location is 16 feet.  
All the pools are dropping and are currently below flood stage.  White bass fishing has 
picked up below the dams.  Fishing has been good at the steel dam on the Rock River and 
near the Casino boat on the Davenport side.  A few white bass are being caught in Sylvan 
Slough.  Walleye fishing has been slow but anglers are picking up a few walleyes now.  
Crappies have started to bite in the backwaters and this should improve with rising water 
temperature.    

Lake Odessa (Louisa): Anglers are starting to pick up some nice crappies in the 
Horseshoe Bend area in shallow water around the trees.  Catfishing is good along the 
sandy shorelines as the water warms during the day.    

Lake Darling (Washington): Water temperature is in the middle 50s.  The wind 
has made the water a little muddy, but overall, it is good for Lake Darling this time of 
year.  Anglers are picking up catfish and bluegills along the rocky shorelines.  Some of 
the smaller crappies are starting to spend some time in the shallow bays.    

Lake Geode (Henry): Bluegills are biting in the shallow water of the upper end 
and in the bays.  Catfish are working the riprap along the dam looking for crayfish and 
small bluegills.    

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): Fishing has been fair for bluegills and bass.  Water 
temperature is in the middle 50s.   

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Crappies have been hitting on small jigs fished 
around underwater habitat in 10 to 15 feet of water.  Try tipping the jig with a wax worm 
or a minnow.  Channel catfish have been biting on shad guts and cut bait.  A few 
walleyes are starting to be caught by trolling night crawlers.  The water temperature is 49 
degrees.    

Lake Sugema (Van Buren): Walleyes have been hitting on crankbaits and jigs 
fished along the dam and other rocky shoreline areas.  Largemouth bass have been hitting 
on a variety of artificial presentations, especially spinnerbaits and crankbaits.  Crappies 
have been hitting on small jigs fished in 10 to 15 feet of water.     

Lake Wapello (Davis): Largemouth bass have been hitting around areas with 
structure such as fallen trees or pallet structures.  For crappies, try fishing around 
underwater habitat in 10 feet of water using small jigs tipped with a wax worm or 
minnow.   

Skunk River (Washington and Henry): The river water level is forecasted to be 
fairly stable this week.  Catfishing is picking up.  Concentrate at the mouths of the feeder 
creeks.  Minnows and night crawlers are the best choices for baits.    



Iowa River (Washington and Louisa): The river has dropped about one foot over 
the last week.  Anglers are catching catfish using shad guts and minnows.  Work the 
lower ends of the sandbars where it drops into deeper water.    

For more information on fishing in southeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Brighton at 319-694-2430. 

 
Northeast 

Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: The water temperature at Guttenberg is 60 
degrees and clarity is improving.  River stages on Monday were 8.6 feet in Guttenberg, 
10.6 feet in Dubuque and 9.3 feet in Bellevue.  The river is expected to level out or fall 
slowly over the next week depending on rainfall.  All the gates are back in at Lock and 
Dam 10 and fishing is picking up for many different species. 

Panfish are beginning to hit in Pools 9 to 15 as the water temperature rises in the 
backwaters and sloughs.  Fish near structure using a worm or small minnow.  Water 
temperature is still a little cool, so slow presentations work best.  Bluegill fishing is very 
good in Bussey Lake (Pool 10) using small jigs or a small piece of worm floated below a 
bobber.  Bluegill and yellow perch fishing is good at the DNR boat ramp in Guttenberg 
(Pool 11).  Anglers are also catching a few crappies below Lock and Dam 9. 

Walleye and sauger fishing has been slow in Pools 9 to 15.  Walleye have 
finished spawning and are starting to move back towards the wing dams.  Use three-way 
rigs or jigs tipped with either a twister tail or a minnow. Fishing for freshwater drum is 
good using night crawlers fished on the bottom in Pools 9 to 15.  Anglers are finding 
drum in the tailwaters below the locks and dams.  A few flathead catfish are also being 
caught in the tailwaters below the dams in Pools 12 to 15.   

Smallmouth bass fishing is good in Pools 9 to 11.  Try casting small, dark jigs or 
in-line spinners along the rocks in areas with current. 

White bass have started to move into the tailwaters of Pool 13 in Bellevue.  Use 
white jigs or silver or white lures that imitate bait fish for best results. 

Cedar River (Bremer and Black Hawk): Fishing is good for walleye and 
smallmouth bass using small jig and twister tail combinations and crankbaits.  Channel 
catfish are hitting cut baits or dead night crawlers fished below the dams.  The area below 
the Waverly Dam has been hot for catfishing. 

Maquoketa River (Delaware): Channel catfish are hitting on worms or dead cut 
baits fished on the bottom.  Bass fishing is good using crankbaits and jigs fished around 
woody debris or rocky shorelines.  Fish the current breaks or slower pools for walleyes 
using crankbaits or jigs with a twister tail.   

Shell Rock River (Butler and Bremer): Walleye fishing is good on crankbaits or 
jigs. 

Turkey River (Clayton): Smallmouth bass fishing is fair on an assortment of 
colored jigs.  White sucker fishing is good on night crawlers. 

Upper Iowa River (Winneshiek and Allamakee): Water temperature is 55 
degrees.  White sucker fishing is good using night crawlers.  Walleye and smallmouth 
bass fishing is good using jigs in a variety of colors.   

Wapsipinicon River (Buchanan): Walleye fishing is good using jigs or 
crankbaits. 



Yellow River (Allamakee): Trout fishing is excellent.  Due to limited public 
access, float the Yellow River by putting a canoe in at Volney and floating to the Sixteen 
Bridge, Ioan Bridge or Hwy. 76 access. 

Alice Wyth and South Prairie lakes (Black Hawk): Crappie fishing is good 
using small jigs tipped with a minnow or wax worm along the shorelines or around 
structure.  Anglers have also been doing well using fly rods with small flies.   

Lake Delhi (Delaware): Channel catfish are good using dead minnows or cut 
baits fished on the bottom.  Bluegills are hitting on jigs tipped with a minnow or wax 
worm.  Crappie fishing is fair to good on small jigs fished around structure. 

Lake Hendricks (Howard): Fishing is fair to good for crappies using small 
minnows.  A few nice-sized largemouth bass have been caught on artificial lures.   

Volga Lake (Fayette): A few bluegills are being caught on a night crawler 
suspended under a bobber.  Crappie fishing is fair using small jigs. 

Trout fishing is excellent.  Water conditions are good and fish are active.  Caddis 
and Mayflies are hatching.  Most trout stream stocking are announced and the dates of 
proposed stockings can be found on the Iowa DNR website at www.iowadnr.gov or by 
calling the trout stocking hotline at 563-927-5736.   

For information on fishing in northeast Iowa, call the regional office in 
Manchester at 563-927-3276. 

 
Northwest 

Spirit Lake (Dickinson): A few smallmouth bass are being caught on bucktails 
and minnows over deeper rock piles.  Anglers are beginning to catch crappies and 
bluegills in the Templar Lagoon.  

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Fishing is excellent for bluegills and crappies 
in the Emerson and Miller’s bays canals. Fishing is good for largemouth bass using jerk 
baits and plastic worms in the canals.  A few perch, bluegills and crappies are being 
caught underneath the railroad trestle. 

Minnewashta (Dickinson): Walleye fishing is good along the south side in the 
evening. A few white bass are being caught throwing jigs. 

Upper Gar (Dickinson): Anglers are catching walleyes by the Hinshaw Bridge in 
the evening. 

Pleasant Lake (Dickinson): Anglers are catching yellow perch along the south 
shore using a worm under a bobber.  Sorting is required for larger fish. 

Silver Lake (Dickinson): Walleye fishing is slow.  A few fish are being caught 
from shore in the evening. 

Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Channel catfish fishing is good using shad entrails or 
cut bait.  Fish into the wind.  Bullhead fishing is fair to good.  The best place is north of 
the inlet bridge.  

Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Walleye fishing is good along the shoreline although 
most are fairly small.  Twisters, fire tiger, white and chartreuse are best colors.  
Remember the new 17-to 22-inch protected slot limit on Storm Lake.  Channel catfish are 
good on shad entrails and live minnows.  Bullhead fishing is good at the inlet using night 
crawlers.  



Brushy Creek (Webster): The lake water remains cold.  The bays have a few 
areas with 50-degree surface water.  Very few fish have been caught.  The courtesy docks 
are in. 

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Walleye fishing is fair to good.  Wading or boat 
fishing Dodge’s Point, the Island and the east shoreline areas are the best bet for walleye.  
Use a slow presentation with a jig and minnow late in the afternoon through sunset for 
the best success. Yellow bass fishing is good.  Fish the north shore, rock reefs and east 
shoreline for the best action.  Small jigs and twisters are working the best for the yellow 
bass. 

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Crappie fishing is fair from the jetties and causeway.  
Small jigs and minnows work the best.  Fish size has been running 7-to 9 inches. 

Rice Lake (Winnebago and Worth): Bullhead fishing is good using night 
crawlers. 

For more information on fishing in northwest Iowa, call the regional office in 
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840. 
 
Southwest 

Icaria (Adams): Anglers are catching 1.5 to 5 pound size catfish on cut bait at 
east end of the lake.  Some walleyes are being caught on jigs on the south side from 
marina to dam.  The lake is full and running over. 

Little River (Decatur): Some channel catfish are biting at the upper end.  Anglers 
have been catching some walleye off of the dam and the points. 

Wilson (Taylor): Some crappies are biting at the dam. 
Windmill (Taylor): Some crappies are biting on small jigs. 
Green Valley (Union): Fishing is good for channel catfish on night crawlers, 

stink bait and liver. Fish from the silt dikes in the shallow ends. 
Three Mile (Union): Channel catfish fishing is good at the north end.  Walleyes 

have slowed but may be found around dam and deep points and bite on minnows.  
Several muskies have been picked up around dam and north end.  Several wipers have 
been caught using minnows in deep water near points.  Crappies are just starting to bite. 

Twelve Mile (Union): Walleyes up to 17 inches are being caught, but most are 
around 12 inches.  Anglers are picking up largemouth bass up to 17 inches.  The lake is 
five feet low but the main boat ramp is easily usable. 

Badger Creek (Madison): Some channel catfish can be caught in the warm 
shallow water.  Bluegill and crappie are starting to bite near the rocks along the jetties. 

Contact: Gary Sobotka (641) 464-3108 for information on the above area 
lakes.  

Ahquabi (Warren): Sub-legal sized bass are biting and nice bluegills are being 
caught at the fishing pier.  

Big Creek and Lost Lake (Polk): Anglers are catching small crappies and some 
walleyes from the shore at night. 

Robert’s Creek (Marion): Crappies are biting around the brush piles and off the 
old beach with small jigs tipped with minnows. 

Red Rock (Marion): Some catfish have been taken off of the old roadbed. White 
bass are also being caught below the dam. 



Saylorville dam (Polk): Crappie, white bass and wipers are being caught at the 
washout.   

Des Moines River: The gravel bars and low-head dams are producing walleyes.   
Contact: Ben Dodd (515) 432-2823, Ext. 108, for information on the above 

area lakes 
Orient (Adair): Fishing is good for channel catfish with average size 20 inches.  

Bullheads are being picked up in the silt ponds.  Crappie fishing is fair. 
Greenfield (Adair): Bluegill fishing is slow using worms under a bobber. 
DeSoto Bend (Harrison): The lake is open to fishing.  Anglers can expect to catch 

crappies on small minnows fished under a bobber. 
Manawa (Pottawattamie): Fishing for crappies is good in the canals using 

minnows with bobber or small jigs.  A few wipers are also being caught. 
Big Lake Park and Sauganash Pond at Western Historic Trails (Pottawattamie): 

Anglers continue to catch a few trout in both lakes. 
Prairie Rose (Shelby): Fair for 7-to 8-inch crappies are being found as far out as 

you can cast.  By the weekend those fish may be close to shore. 
Farm Ponds are beginning to warm up now and anglers should be catching fish.  

Be sure to ask permission from the landowner first. 
Contact: Bryan Hayes (712) 769-2587 for information on the above area 

lakes. 
For more information on fishing in southwest Iowa, call the regional office in 

Lewis at 712-769-2587. 
     

 
### 

 


