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NEW CHANGES IN STORE FOR IOWA’S DEER HUNTERS IN 2005-06

DES MOINES -- lowa hunters will be encouraged to take more antlerless deer in the
upcoming season, with a three-day gun hunt in late November and with center fire rifles
being allowed in southern lowa, during seven days in January. The state’s Natural
Resources Commission also approved 19,000 additional county antlerless tags, 41 special
management zone deer hunts and adjustments in the landowner tag program.

Though noting there would be some disagreement to the November gun season and
the southern lowa rifle season, Department of Natural Resources deer biologist Willy
Suchy says the adjustments are necessary to reduce deer numbers in underharvested
areas, specifically in southern lowa. “We are adding the (November gun) season to
precede the first shotgun season. Traditionally, first season hunters don’t take as many
does,” explained Suchy. Tags for the hunt — to be held the Friday, Saturday and Sunday
after Thanksgiving -- will not be available until Nov. 12 and must come from any
remaining tags in a county’s antlerless quota. Suchy noted that most counties with tags
remaining then have been across southern lowa, with a few northeast lowa counties also.
Any firearm legal for use in other seasons (shotgun, muzzleloader, handgun) as well as
bows could be used with the November tags. A landowner could also use one of two
landowner tags in the three-day period.



The rifle hunt would apply only to the southern two tiers of counties in lowa, and
only during the seven-day extension of the January antlerless season. A rifle must be .24
caliber or larger and cannot contain more than six rounds in the chamber and magazine.

“We want to direct pressure to southern lowa and to northeast lowa, where numbers
are higher,” urged Suchy, noting that other areas of lowa are at, or closing in on, deer
management goals. “Most counties in southern lowa (though) did not sell out their
allotments of antlerless tags last year. We need to substantially increase our deer harvest
in southern lowa to meet our goal.”

DNR staff emphasized to the Commission that the two new seasons are not seen as
permanent. “We are at the point in southern and northeast lowa where we have to do
something different to reduce the number of does. Simply increasing antlerless license
quotas does not work there," emphasized wildlife bureau chief Dale Garner, noting
legislative pressure in the last couple years to reduce deer numbers. “As deer come under
control, we plan to go back to the traditional deer seasons as long as they keep deer
numbers at desired levels.

The Commission also approved a 19,000 tag increase in county-by-county quotas.
About 40 of lowa’s 99 counties will see an increase, with 103,000 available overall.
Additionally, special management zone hunts were approved for 41 areas (up from 28
last season); ranging from state and county parks to urban areas. That includes three
youth instructional gun hunts this November.
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STATE RECORD CHANNEL CATFISH CAUGHT IN MISSOURI RIVER

DES MOINES - A Bellevue, Neb., man is the new record holder for the largest
channel catfish ever caught in lowa.

Dustin Curtis’ 38 pound, 2 ounce catfish bested the old record by 1 pound, 10 ounces,
held by Ron Goodwin of Earlham. Goodwin caught his 36 pound, 8 ounce channel
catfish in August 1993 from the Middle Raccoon River in Dallas County.

Curtis was fishing the lowa side of the Missouri River, about a mile south of Lake
Manawa in Pottawattamie County, the morning of June 11 when he discovered the 40-
inch catfish on the end of his bank pole. Curtis said be baited the bank pole with a creek
chub.

The weight of the fish was verified by Lake Manawa State Park manager John Maehl,
but the fish was transported to Cabela’s in Kansas City for display before it could be
positively verified as a channel catfish. Missouri Department of Conservation fisheries
supervisor Joe Bonneau verified the fish was indeed a channel catfish upon arrival in
Kansas City. The fish was placed in a holding tank, and later transported to an adjacent



store pond in hope it would recover from stress associated with the trip. However, a
Cabela’s spokesperson Monday indicated the fish died the next day.

i
EDITORS NOTE: Electronic images of the record channel catfish are available.
HiH
BOAT TRAFFIC INCREASING AS SUMMER HEAT ARRIVES

DES MOINES - lowa waters are getting busy as summer heat sends people to
beaches, rivers and lakes to cool off and to recreate. With the peak of the boating season
less than two weeks away, lowa boaters are encouraged to brush up on their skills and to
practice safe, defensive boating.

One area where boaters get into trouble is when they operate the boat too fast for
the conditions. When pulling a water skier or tuber, know the person’s skill level and
keep the boat speed in check.

“We are seeing injuries happen to people when they fall off the tow tubes at a
high rate of speed. People are damaging their ear drums and we are finding cases of
temporary paralysis because of neck injuries,” said Rod Slings, recreation safety program
supervisor with the lowa Department of Natural Resources.

With the increase in traffic, boat ramps will become congested as people try to get
in and out of the water. Practice good boat ramp etiquette. Prepare the boat for
launching away from the ramp. “When you’re on the ramp, be ready to cast off. Don’t tie
up the ramp. Have patience,” Slings said.

Boaters need to keep an eye on the sky as well. Weather conditions can change
quickly and turn a nice day into a dangerous situation.

“Don’t wait until the last minute to get off the water, because you are going to
find a logjam at the boat ramp, and that is where a lot of boaters get into trouble,” Slings
said.

Review the handbook of lowa boating laws and responsibilities and be aware of
any special regulations pertaining to boating on the body of water.

Required equipment includes a sounding device if the boat is 16 feet or longer,
lights, a fire extinguisher if the motor is 10 horsepower or larger. There must be a U.S.
Coast Guard approved life jacket, free from tears with all straps in place, for each person
on board, and a throwable floatation device for boats 16 feet and longer. All this
equipment must be in servicable condition.



Equipment nice to have includes an anchor and plenty of rope, a paddle, a first aid
kit, cell phone, extra short lines for tying up the boat, a tow line (could be the anchor
rope). Boat fenders to protect the boat, the dock and passengers when moored, a map for
the lake, compass, flashlight and sunscreen. It would also be nice to have a spare tire for
the boat trailer.

For more information, contact Slings at 515-281-8652.
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NEW SUPPORT SHOWN FOR REAP LICENSE PLATE

DES MOINES -- lowa’s natural resource license plate is enjoying new friends and
supporters this year. Motorists in several counties with low support in the past are now
among some of the biggest buyers of the goldfinch and wild rose plate.

So far this year, the state is showing a 2.5 percent increase in support for the special
plate, compared to the same time last year, according to DOT sales figures analyzed by
the DNR. Some of the more rural counties where the natural resource plate order rate has
grown most are: Fremont, Montgomery, Crawford and Appanoose, each charting more
than a 20 percent increase in support over last year. Currently, lowa’s top 10 supporting
counties are Story, Winneshiek, Audubon, Johnson, Worth, Pottawattamie, Dickinson,
Mitchell, Hardin and Shelby.

Many of the most populated counties are also showing an overall increase in support,
with Scott, Woodbury, Johnson and Pottawattamie each showing more than a 15 percent
increase in support.

DNR Director Jeff Vonk was pleased with the numbers. “There are several
encouraging issues about plate sales: conservation is on the minds of lowans across the
entire state; despite an increase in license plate renewal fees, sales and support remain
high. And lastly, both rural and urban areas are showing growth in plate ownership.”

Money from the plate goes to the state’s Resource Enhancement and Protection
(REAP) Program and to wildlife diversity activities.

For more information on the natural resource license plate, go to www.iowareap.com,
or contact the Wildlife Diversity Program at the Boone Wildlife Research Station (515)
432-2823.

HiH

AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES ATTACKING IOWA; JUNE DESIGNATED AS
AWARENESS MONTH



DES MOINES -- lowa is under attack from aquatic invasive species, non-native
plants and animals that can reduce native game fish populations, take over lakes,
jeopardize aquatic ecosystems, foul beaches and damage boats.

And in some cases, like with the silver carp, they are creating health hazards to
boaters and other water recreationalists. Silver carp, also known as flying carp, can weigh
up to 60 pounds and can jump several feet out of the water. They have been known to
jump into boats, even striking vessel operators.

“Imagine what it’s like to drive your boat wide open to get to your favorite river
fishing spot and suddenly get smacked by a flying bag of cement,” explained Kim
Bogenschutz, aquatic nuisance species program coordinator for the DNR. “That’s the
reality with silver carp.”

Silver carp are moving up the Mississippi River from Arkansas and are already in
some lowa tributaries like the Des Moines River. Missouri and Illinois already have full-
blown invasions. Besides being a recreational hazard, they also threaten lowa fisheries
by competing with native species for food and space.

But the silver carp is only one of many aquatic invasive species. Bighead carp, zebra
mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, purple loosestrife, and other nonnative aquatic species
have already established populations in lowa. Bighead carp are related to silver carp, and
even though they do not jump as readily, they grow to larger sizes. Zebra mussels out-
compete native clams, clog pipes and foul beaches. Eurasian watermilfoil is a rapidly
spreading plant that chokes out native vegetation and hinders boaters. Purple loosestrife
was a popular garden plant that escaped cultivation and has taken over wetlands across
the United States.

Aquatic invasive species were originally introduced by humans, either intentionally
or accidentally, and often spread by “hitchhiking” on boats and trailers, live wells, bait
buckets, cargo ships and trucks. They even come through the mail or from a local pet
store. Once aquatic invasive species infest a water body, they can cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars to treat and may be impossible to eradicate.

“I have heard invasive species control compared to cancer, both in terms of prognosis
and treatment,” said Bogenschutz. “If you find it early, you can usually remove the small
growth. If it spreads further, you usually end up using chemicals.” The best control for
aquatic invasive species is preventing their introduction into new waters.

Realizing the importance of preventing the introduction and spread of aquatic
invasive species, the lowa legislature passed the Aquatic Invasive Species Law in 2004,
making it illegal to possess, introduce, purchase, sell or transport aquatic invasive species
in lowa. Itis also illegal to introduce any live fish, except for hooked bait, into public
waters. Gov. Thomas Vilsack has also declared June Invasive Species Awareness Month



to further draw attention to the issue. Invasive species management workshops have been
planned, including one June 24 at Kent Park near Oxford in Johnson County.

HiH

GARLIC MUSTARD POISES SERIOUS THREAT TO IOWA’S WOODLANDS

DES MOINES—The garlic mustard plant, a native of Europe, is currently considered
one of the most serious invaders threatening the woodlands of lowa. This invasive
species appears similar to ground ivy and is made up of basal leaves. Plants that survive
into their second year produce a white flower in the shape of a cross.

This species is threatening to lowa because of its destructive nature. Native plants are
no competition for the garlic mustard. The garlic mustard dominates the light, moisture,
nutrients, soil and space, making it rare to see native plants growing among it. Due to the
dramatic changes that occur in woodlands when garlic mustard is abundant, the entire
habitat suitability for native insects, birds and animals is altered. Specifically threatened
is the West Virginia butterfly whose primary food source is being exterminated by the
garlic mustard. The garlic mustard also appears to be toxic to the eggs of the butterfly,
evidenced by their inability to hatch when laid on the plant.

Options to control and manage garlic mustard include pulling and burning the plant,
cutting the plant at ground level to prevent seed production and the use of herbicides.
Biological control agents are currently being researched, but there have been no natural
enemies to the garlic mustard found in North America.

For more information, contact John Walkowiak at (515) 242-5966 or visit
www.iowadnr.com/forestry/.

HiH

COMMENTS SOUGHT ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO DOCK
REGULATIONS, LEASING PUBLIC LAND

DES MOINES-- The lowa Department of Natural Resources is seeking public
comment on proposed changes to the state’s rules and regulations regarding boat docks
on public waters and leasing property on state-owned land.

The DNR has proposed changes to chapter 16 of the lowa code covering public,
commercial and private docks and dock management areas on lowa’s public waters, and
chapter 18 regarding leasing state-owned or dedicated public property. The proposed
changes were in response to the lowa Natural Resource Commission’s request that the
state re-evaluate current dock rules, including commercial dock fees, address boat hoist
and dock sprawl, and simplify dock rules and application procedures.



Comments can be submitted by filling out a short survey via the DNR’s website at
www.iowadnr.com/law/index.html, or by mail to: Director, lowa Department of Natural
Resources, Wallace State Office Building, Des Moines, lowa 50319-0034. Public
meetings will also be held at the Wallace State Office Building in Des Moines June 30 at
1:30 p.m. regarding chapter 18, and July 12 at 6 p.m. for chapter 16. Comments will also
be accepted at public meetings July 7 at the Clear Lake City Hall community room and
July 11 at the Gull Point State Park lodge near Milford. Those meetings will begin at 6
p.m. for Chapter 16, followed by chapter 18 at 8 p.m.

HiHt

STATE PRESERVES BOARD TO MEET JULY 8 IN MASON CITY

MASON CITY - The State Preserves Advisory Board will meet at 8:30 a.m. July 8 at
the Lime Creek Nature Center in Mason City. The meeting is open to the public.

Board members will tour the Claybanks Forest State Preserve July 7 as part of a
canoe trip on the Winnebago River. The trip will begin at Averydale Access at 1 p.m.
The public is invited to attend.

Members of the State Preserves Advisory Board are Neil Bernstein, Robin Fortney,
Laura Jackson, Scott Moats, Armando Rosales, Cynthia Peterson and Liz Christiansen,
deputy director of the DNR

A more detailed agenda is available on the lowa DNR’s website www.iowadnr.com
under the State Preserves Advisory Board link on the front page.

The following is the meeting agenda.
Approve Agenda

Approve Minutes of April Meeting

Election of Chair

Garrison Rock

Steele Prairie State Preserve

Marietta Sand Prairie Seed Harvest

Scenic Preserve Study

Richard M. Pohl Memorial Preserve at Ames High Prairie
Palisades-Dows Preserve

Continuing Projects

Eureka Woods (Banister-McGregor Woods)
Rock Island Preserve Addition

Open Discussion

October Meeting -- Dixon

HiH



IOWA FISHING REPORT

For the week of June 21, 2005
www.iowadnr.com

For current information on fishing conditions for your lake or area, contact the
office in that district. Phone numbers are listed with each district report.

Southwest

Viking (Montgomery): Crappie fishing is fair. Crappies are in 6 to 8 feet of
water around structure. Use a small jig or minnow and bobber. Bluegill fishing is fair;
cast small jigs close to shore. Largemouth bass fishing is also good using plastic baits
and a slow retrieve. Channel catfish are being caught using liver and stink bait.

Cold Springs (Cass): Channel catfish are being caught using liver. Crappie
fishing is fair around sunken trees. Bluegills are being caught with small jigs around
structure.

Manawa (Pottawattamie): Channel catfish is fair using cut bait and liver on
south shore and tin can alley. Walleyes are being caught along west shore in evening
drifting night crawlers and trolling crank baits. Fresh water drum are being caught on
west shore using night crawlers on the bottom.

Orient (Adair): Fishing is fair for 7- to 8-inch crappies drifting jigs and
minnows. Channel catfish are being caught using liver early in the morning. Most
bluegills have moved off spawning areas but are still being caught around structure.

Mormon Trail (Adair): A few crappies are being caught around the jetties and
sunken trees. Some bluegills are still being caught off spawning beds on the south side
of the lake. Try fishing in 5 to 6 feet of water around structure. Channel catfishing has
slowed, but some are still being caught using liver.

Greenfield (Adair): Crappie fishing is fair around brush piles using minnows.
Bluegill fishing is fair drifting a jig tipped with a night crawler. Largemouth bass fishing
is good using spinner baits. Catfishing is fair using liver.

Littlefield (Audubon): Bluegill fishing is fair using small jigs tipped with
worms. Crappie fishing has slowed, but some are still being caught using minnows and
bobbers. Most crappies are 10 inches. Channel catfishing is fair using prepared dip bait
and liver.

Prairie Rose (Shelby): Crappies can still be caught along rocky shorelines.
Channel catfish are being caught in the evenings using dead minnows or liver.
Largemouth bass fishing has picked up on crank baits and plastic worms.

DeSoto Bend (Harrison): Walleye fishing is fair jigging minnows around brush
piles and trolling crankbaits in the evenings in 6 to 8 feet of water. Bluegills have moved
off spawning beds, but are still being caught around structure using night crawlers.
Channel catfish are being caught on liver.

Willow (Harrison): Bluegills are being caught on worms, and crappie fishing is
fair using small jigs on the corner of the dam. A few catfish are being caught in shallow
coves using liver.

Green Valley (Union): Some crappie can still be caught in the mornings and
evenings near structure, and deeper during the day. Some big bluegill can still be caught



from shore with crawlers or jigs tipped with wax worms. Fishing is good for big 12- to
13-inch bullheads on night crawlers.

Three Mile (Union): Walleye can be caught on leeches and night crawlers from
the steep drop offs near the big points and on the sides of the mounds. Channel catfish
can be caught from the riprap and rock piles. Bluegills and crappies can be caught from
the tops of the brush piles or the outside of the weed line.

Twelve Mile (Union): Channel catfish can be caught on liver or blood baits.

Walnut Creek Marsh (Ringgold): Big bluegills and some crappie can be caught
along the south dike on crawlers and jigs tipped with crawlers.

Fogle Lake (Ringgold): Channel catfish can be caught using liver in the riprap
areas. Some bluegill can be caught from the outside of the weed line.

Little River (Decatur): Channel catfish can be caught using liver from the rocks.
Walleye fishing is good using leeches and crawlers around the big points and steep drop
offs.

East Lenox (Taylor): Bluegills can be caught from shore using crawlers.

West Lenox (Taylor): Some nice bluegills can be caught from the corners of the
dam off spawning beds. Some good largemouth bass can be caught near shore in the
evenings.

Wilson Lake (Taylor): Some bluegilsl can be caught in the evenings with
crawlers.

Criss Cove (Madison): Some nice bluegills can be caught with crawlers from
the outside of the cattails.

West Lake Osceola (Clarke): Bluegills can be caught with crawlers in the bays
or around the flooded trees. Largemouth bass fishing is good.

Grade Lake (Clarke): Fishing is good for bluegills on the outside edges of the
weed line. Fishing is also good for medium size bass.

Q Pond (Clarke): Some nice bullheads can be caught on crawlers.

Don Williams (Boone): Crappie fishing is good to excellent using minnows and
jigs. Channel catfish fishing has been good using stink baits. Largemouth bass fishing
has been fair, with a few nice-sized fish. Bluegill fishing has been fair on worms.
Several anglers have also reported catching walleye, a few in the 18- to 20-inch range.

Hickory Grove (Story): Crappie fishing has been good using jigs and minnows.
Bluegill fishing is fair on worms and bobbers. Largemouth bass fishing has been fair
with top water lures, with a few fish up to 19 inches.

Rock Creek (Jasper): Bluegill fishing has been fair using worms. Crappie
fishing has been fair to good near and around structure on jigs and minnows, although
fish are starting to move into deeper water. Largemouth bass have been biting on top
water lures working the shorelines. Channel catfish fishing have been fair to good using
worms and/or chicken livers.

Big Creek (Polk): Bluegill fishing has been good on worms, with some nice-
sized fish reported. Crappie fishing has been slow to fair using jigs/minnows, with the
better areas near the dam and in the east arm of the lake. Anglers also report catching a
number of smaller walleye below the 15-inch minimum length limit. Channel catfishing
has been slow to fair, with some nice-sized fish in the lake.

Easter (Polk): Crappie fishing has been good on jigs for 6- to 8-inch fish.
Bluegill fishing has been good with some nice 8-inch fish reported. Largemouth bass



fishing has been good using plastic worms. Channel catfish fishing has been fair using
worms and/or chicken livers.

Saylorville Lake (Polk): Crappie and white bass fishing has been good to
excellent in various areas, with some 10-inch-plus fish reported. Channel catfish fishing
has been good to excellent using stink baits at the outlet from Big Creek Lake, primarily
during late evening or night.

Below Saylorville Dam (Polk): White bass and crappie fishing has been good
using jigs and/or minnows with some nice sized walleye reportedly caught. Fishing has
been good along Cottonwood access downstream from the dam.

Des Moines River (Polk): Crappie and white bass fishing has been fair to good
in the Des Moines River below the Scotts Street and Center Street dams.

Lake Red Rock (Marion): Crappie fishing has been fair, with some nice sized
fish caught using jigs/minnow combination. The better areas are the shallower, warmer
waters, around the outlet from Roberts Creek and in the Whitebreast area. Channel
catfishing has been good in the upper reaches of the reservoir off old road beds.

Below Lake Red Rock (Marion): Anglers report white bass and crappie fishing
has been fair using jigs in the tailwater area. Channel catfish fishing has also picked up
with some nice fish being caught.

Roberts Creek (Marion): Crappie fishing has been good near the outlet using
jig/minnow combinations. Channel catfish fishing has been good near the outlet.

Ahquabi (Warren): Crappie fishing has been fair using jigs/minnows.
Largemouth bass fishing has been good using plastic worms and spinner lures, although
most have been sub-legal. Bluegill and redear fishing has been good with most fish taken
on worms near the shoreline.

Hooper (Warren): Crappie fishing has been fair using jig/minnow combinations.
Largemouth bass fishing has been good using plastic worms and spinner lures. Bluegill
fishing has been fair to good.

For more information on fishing in southwest lowa, call the regional office in
Lewis at 712-769-2587.

Southeast

Mississippi River Pools 16 to 19: Fishing on the Mississippi River Pools 16 to
19 has been fair. At the gauging station on Pool 16 (near Muscatine) the water
temperature is 78 degrees and the river pool stage is 10.27 feet and is expected to remain
stable over the next several days. Fishing for channel catfish continues to be good
throughout the river with leeches, worms, and stink bait. Anglers continue to catch
bluegill in all accessible backwaters on worms and small jigs and bobber rigs. Fishing
for crappie has been slow. White bass fishing continues to be fair in the tailwaters.
Anglers report walleye and sauger fishing is beginning to pick up. Walleye fishing below
Dam 16 (Muscatine) is fair, tailwater 16 is not producing good numbers of fish, but the
fish caught are decent sized. Anglers are also getting a few walleye and sauger below
Dam 17 (Toolesboro). Walleye and sauger are also starting to be caught off the wing
dams on crankbaits. Flathead fishing has been good below lock and Dam 19 (Keokuk).
Largemouth and smallmouth bass fishing has been fair below Dam 16 (Muscatine) and
above Dam 19 (Keokuk).



Lake Odessa (Louisa): Mississippi River levels are preventing the DNR from
lowering the lake for the summer, but will resume the water level drop after the river
goes down. The Toolesboro access has not been affected by the river level.

Lake Darling (Washington): Evening remains the best time to catch the catfish.
For those with boats, try off the ends of the rock jetties on the east side of the lake where
the catfish are on the prowl for the crayfish.

Lake Geode (Henry): Late last week, some bluegills had moved back onto the
beds for a second spawn. The rest of the bluegills are out deeper at the edges of the weed
beds. Try trolling for crappies along the creek channel for some nice fish.

Lake Belva Deer (Keokuk): Bluegill fishing is fair. Water temperatures have hit
the upper 70s to low 80s. The bluegills have moved into deeper water so head for the
deep submerged trees.

Lake Rathbun (Appanoose): Crappies are still being caught along the rocky
shorelines and in deeper water around brush piles on minnows and tube jigs. Walleyes
and white bass have been hitting on jigs and minnows, crankbaits, and night crawlers.
Channel catfish have been biting on cut bait and stink bait in the Bridgeview area

Lake Hawthorn (Mahaska): Largemouth bass have been hitting top-water lures
fished in the mornings and evenings in the shallows and around structure. Channel
catfish have been biting on cut bait around the rocks.

Lake Miami (Monroe): Channel catfish have been biting on liver and cut bait.
Crappies have been hitting on small jigs and minnows in the flooded timber. Bluegills
have been hitting small jigs fished in the shallows.

Lake Wapello (Davis): Channel catfish have been biting on stink bait and liver.
Bluegills have been hitting small jigs around structure in 10 to 12 feet of water.
Largemouth bass have been hitting on a variety of artificial lures

Pleasant Creek (Linn): Channel catfish are moving shallow to spawn. These fish
are very aggressive and can be caught on a variety of baits. Large numbers of 5 to 8-inch
bluegills are in the shallows and are usually eager to bite. Largemouth bass have been
biting on live and artificial baits around the rocky areas.

Hannen Lake (Benton): Bluegills in the 6 to 9-inch range are being caught in the
shallows. Channel catfish are coming in to spawn and are being caught on chicken liver
and night crawlers. Largemouth bass are being caught on a variety of artificial and live
baits.

Coralville Reservoir (Johnson): Channel catfish are in the shallow rocks to
spawn and can be caught on a variety of live and dead baits.

Lake lowa (lowa): Spawning channel catfish are feeding aggressively on liver
and night crawlers. Look for them in the shallow areas of the lake.

Diamond Lake (Poweshiek): Bluegills remaining in the shallows are being
caught on small baits. Spawning catfish are being caught on night crawlers in the
shallow rocky areas.

Union Grove (Tama): Crappies, bluegills and channel catfish are being caught in
the shallows right now. Try minnows or small jigs for the crappies, small worms or wax
worms for the bluegills, and night crawlers or liver for the catfish.

Lake Macbride (Johnson): Try around rocky areas for spawning channel catfish.
They are very aggressive and can be caught on a number of live/natural baits. Some
bluegills are still holding shallow and are willing to bite.



Kent Park (Johnson): Bluegills and crappies are being caught in the shallows on
small baits, while channel catfish are being caught early and late in the day on chicken
liver or night crawlers. Many sub-legal bass can be caught on a variety of lures.

lowa River (Louisa): Catfishing is fair. Bank pole fishing for flatheads has
dropped off. River levels are dropping steadily which normally means so does the
fishing.

Skunk River (Keokuk and Washington): Water levels are dropping very quickly.
Fishing has been poor to fair.

For more information on fishing in southeast lowa, call the regional office in
Brighton at 319-694-2430.

Northeast

Mississippi River Pools 9 to 15: Water levels on the Mississippi River have
complicated fishing over the past few weeks; however, river levels were expected to crest
on June 20, then begin to recede. Water level in the tailwater at Guttenberg on Monday
morning was at 9.3 feet with a temperature of 78 degrees. Bellevue was on a slow rise at
9.87 feet with a temperature of 76 degrees. Water clarity is stained. Sporadic catches of
walleyes are being reported from Pools 9 to 11. Some anglers are fishing the wing dams
for walleyes using a three-way worm rig. Other anglers are catching walleyes by drifting
jigs in the larger, flowing sloughs such as Minnesota Slough (Pool 9) or Harpers Slough
(Pool 10). Walleye fishing in Pools 12 to 15 is fair to good using night crawlers,
crankbaits and leeches along the wing dams tight to shore (areas with less current) and
off the rocks and rip rapped shorelines. Fishing for freshwater drum has been good to
excellent in nearly all flowing water habitats in Pools 9 to 15. Use a sliding sinker and
night crawler for drum. Good places to fish for freshwater drum include Minnesota
Slough near New Albin in Pool 9, Harpers Slough near Harpers Ferry in Pool 10, and the
emergency spillway near Guttenberg in Pool 11, or fish the wing dams and areas with
current in Pools 12 to 15. Channel catfish are biting on worms, night crawlers, cheese
bait and stink baits fished along the rocky shorelines in Pools 9 to 15. Channel catfish
normally start to spawn when water temperatures reach 75 degrees, so look for catfish
around spawning habitat—rocks and logjam areas. Smallmouth bass and largemouth
bass are both biting well in Pools 9 to 11. Smallmouth can be found in current areas
along natural rocky banks or along riprap stretches of the river in Pools 9 to 11. Use an
in-line spinner or crankbait and pitch the lure as close to the rock as possible, since
smallmouth will hide in rocky crevasses. Largemouth bass are biting well throughout
Pool 9 and in the tailwater areas at Lynxville (Dam 9) and Guttenberg (Dam 10).
Anglers are using a variety of spinning baits and are fishing the quiet pockets or along the
spillways. Largemouth in Pool 10 are also being caught using scum frogs in Bussey
Lake and Methodist Lake. Largemouth bass fishing in Pools 12 to 15 is fair to good on a
variety of traditional bass lures including crankbaits, spinner baits, top-water lures and
jigs fished around woody structure, vegetation and rocky shorelines in the backwaters
and along the main channel border in areas with little or no current. A few bluegills are
being taken off rocky shorelines and backwater areas next to woody structure in Pools 12
to 15.



Cedar River (Floyd): Walleyes are biting on bright-colored jigs or jig heads
tipped with a night crawler. Smallmouth bass are hitting bright-colored crankbaits and
jigs.

Cedar River (Black Hawk), Shell Rock River (Butler) and West Fork Cedar
River (Butler): Channel catfish fishing is good to excellent drifting a minnow, night
crawler or leech below a bobber. On the Cedar River, look for channel catfish below the
dams.

Magquoketa River (Delaware and Jones): Fishing for channel catfish is good
using minnows, night crawlers or chicken liver. Smallmouth bass are biting on
crankbaits in the catch-and-release area below the Lake Delhi Dam.

Shell Rock River (Floyd): Smallmouth bass fishing is good with jigs tipped with
a night crawler.

Gilbertson Nature Center Pond (Fayette): Channel catfish are biting on stink
baits. While in the Elgin area, anglers are encouraged to visit the nature center.

Lake Meyer (Winneshiek): Bluegill fishing is good on a piece of night crawler
fished under a bobber.

Lake Hendricks (Howard): Bluegill fishing is good on worms fished under a slip
bobber. Largemouth bass are hitting on top-water lures. Channel catfish are biting on
chick liver and cut baits.

Lake Delhi (Delaware): Fishing for channel catfish is good using chicken liver or
prepared bait. Largemouth bass fishing is good using crankbaits or plastic worms.

Marten’s Lake [Sweet Marsh] (Bremer): Largemouth bass are biting on spinner
baits or plastic worms fished along the weed lines. Marten’s Lake consistently produces
some of the largest bass caught in the area. Boaters are reminded to thoroughly clean
their boats, live wells and trailers after fishing Marten’s to help prevent the spread of
Eurasian water milfoil.

Silver Lake (Delaware): Bluegills are on the beds and fish are biting on a piece of
worm or jig floated under a bobber.

Volga Lake (Fayette): Anglers are catching nice size channel cats fishing night
crawlers on the bottom along the face of the dam. Anglers are finding the most success
fishing in the early morning hours.

Turkey River (Clayton): The Turkey River at Big Spring Hatchery northwest of
Elkader will provide excellent fishing as the water temperature increases. From April
through early June, trout stocked at Big Spring can spread out several miles upstream or
downstream of the hatchery making them somewhat more challenging to catch. As the
water temperature in the Turkey River increases in late June, trout become more
concentrated near the coldwater spring outlets or below other remote springs that flow
into the river. Generally speaking, trout will be concentrated for about a half mile below
the hatchery during the hotter summer months. Combine concentrated trout numbers
with a stream being stocked three times per week, and you get—great fishing! Don't
forget that the Turkey River is stocked on Saturdays all summer long and provides great
fishing opportunities for the weekend anglers. When the Turkey is a little muddy, live or
artificial-scented bait works best, but as the river clears artificial lures become just as
effective on trout.

Trout Streams: From late June and early July, the marginal coldwater trout
streams (Bear, Brush, Buck, Mink, Otter, Paint, Patterson, Silver, Spring, South Cedar,



Swiss Valley, Turtle, Wapsi, and West Canoe) are dropped from the regular stocking
regime and do not get stocked until cooler temperatures return in September. However,
trout can still be caught in most of these streams by anglers interested in giving them a
try. Of those streams, higher densities of trout can be found on Otter and Paint
throughout the summer months. While some of the marginal streams are dropped from
the regular stocking regimen during the hot summer months, stockings increase on other
streams. During the summer months, trout stockings on Grannis and Glovers will occur
twice per week with one stocking announced and a second stocking unannounced on each
area. Look for more information on Grannis and Glovers in next week’s Fishing Report.
Bloody Run and Sny Magill are also stocked more frequently from June through August.
Overall, trout fishing and stream conditions are excellent. For current trout stocking
information, contact the lowa DNR at 563-927-5736 or go on-line at www.iowadnr.com
and check the fisheries web pages to view the 2005 stocking calendar.

For information on fishing in northeast lowa, call the regional office in
Manchester at 563-927-3276.

Northwest

Spirit Lake (Dickinson): Walleye fishing has been good around weed lines and
fishing in the basin is picking up. Live bait presentations using leeches and crawlers are
best for numbers with crankbaits. They are catching fewer but bigger fish. Largemouth
bass fishing has been good around docks close to the weed lines using soft plastics.

West Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Largemouth bass fishing has been good around
the weed lines using soft plastics. A few largemouth are also being caught around docks.
Smallmouth bass fishing is fair around rocks. The top presentations have been using
crankbaits in the evenings and soft plastics during the day. Bluegill fishing has slowed,
but anglers are still getting a few around the docks. Look for bluegills around rock piles
that have vegetation close by. Northern pike fishing has been good for small fish using
crankbaits.

East Okoboji Lake (Dickinson): Catfish fishing has picked up using stink bait
and chicken liver. Bluegills are being caught around the trestle area.

Lake Minnewashta (Dickinson): Anglers are catching some nice bluegills.

Silver Lake (Dickinson): Catfish fishing has been good to excellent around the
submerged brush using cut bait. Anglers are catching a few big bullheads.

Trumbull Lake (Clay): A few northern pike are being caught around the outlet
using spoons and spinners.

Ingham Lake (Emmet): Bullhead fishing is excellent. Anglers are catching
channel catfish using chicken liver and stink bait.

West Fork of the Des Moines River (Emmet): Walleye fishing has picked up the
past week.

Five Island (Palo Alto): Walleye fishing is fair, but has slowed down
considerably.

Willow Creek (Osceola): Largemouth bass fishing has been good using top-water
baits.

Lake Pahoja (Lyon): Fishing has been good for bluegills and crappies around
brush piles. The fish are on the small side, but it is a great place to take the kids.



Black Hawk Lake (Sac): Channel catfish are good using a variety of baits. A few
walleyes are being caught on leeches, but it is slow. Remember the 15-inch minimum
length limit. Bullheads are good using night crawlers all over the lake.

Storm Lake (Buena Vista): Catfish are good on leeches, night crawlers and
minnows. Walleye are fair trolling crankbaits.

North Twin Lake (Calhoun): Bluegill and channel catfish fishing is good.

Brushy Creek (Webster): Bluegill fishing has been good lately using wax worms
or a piece of worm. A few nice crappies have been picked up using minnows on a small
hook and slip bobber fishing around structure. Yellow perch are being caught along with
the bluegills using wax worms or a piece of worms. Walleyes are biting sporadically
throughout the day. Bass fishing remains good throughout the lake.

Clear Lake (Cerro Gordo): Walleye fishing has been fair. Slip bobbers with live
bait or spinner rigs with minnows, night crawlers or leeches are producing fish. Fish
around the rock reefs with either technique for the best action. Channel catfish are hitting
on night crawlers, minnows and chicken liver. Bullheads are hitting on night crawlers
fished on the bottom. Yellow bass have been difficult to locate, in any numbers, since
they moved out of the spawning areas.

Beeds Lake (Franklin): Crappie fishing is good using small tube jigs or twister
tails in 10 to 18 feet of water. Fish are suspended high in the water column, so use light
jigs and drift or troll them out away from the boat. Bluegills are hitting on small jigs or
pieces of crawlers. Fish are on the spawning beds near shore.

Interstate Park Pond (Franklin): Crappies are hitting on small jigs and minnows
off the fishing jetty. Bluegills are hitting on small jigs and night crawlers around the
shoreline.

Lake Cornelia (Wright): Bullhead fishing is good off the jetty or any wind blow
shoreline. Use night crawlers fished on the bottom. Walleye fishing is fair trolling
crankbaits.

For more information on fishing in northwest lowa, call the regional office in
Spirit Lake at 712-336-1840.
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