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January 1, 2003

Mr. James B. Gulliford, Regional Administrator

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Region VII

901 5th Street

Kansas City, KS  66101

Dear Mr. Gulliford:

In July 1997, the Environmental Protection Agency promulgated a new National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for ozone.  In accordance with section 107(d) of the Clean Air Act, EPA must provide an initial list of areas that do not meet the new standard.  According to the Clean Air Act, the Governor of each State must use air monitoring data to designate areas within the State that do not meet the new standard, and provide this information as a recommendation to EPA for its non-attainment area designations.   In your letter of December 6, 2002 you requested this information by April 15, 2003 based on Iowa monitoring data gathered from 2000-2002.

A review of Iowa’s 2000-2002 ozone monitoring data indicates that none of the ozone monitors in Iowa measured violations of the new standard.  I therefore request that EPA designate all counties in Iowa as attainment/unclassifiable with respect to the new ozone NAAQS.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Vilsack

Governor
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