
 
 
Table 1.  IOWATER statewide fall snapshot results – October 14-16, 2011.  A total of 55 streams and 
2 lakes were sampled. 

Percentiles 
Parameter Unit Method 

# of 
samples 

Min 
Value 25th 50th 75th 

Max 
Value 

Water 
Temperature 

°F 
IOWATER 
thermometer 

49 38 48 54 56 63 

Chloride mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
48 <25 <25 33 46 400 

pH pH units 
IOWATER test 

strip 
49 6 7 8 8 9 

Nitrite-N mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
49 0 0 0 0 0.3 

Nitrate-N mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
50 0 0 0 1 5 

Dissolved 
Oxygen 

mg/L 
IOWATER 

Field Kit 
49 1 6 8 10 12 

Phosphate mg/L 
IOWATER 

Field Kit 
48 0 0.2 0.2 0.4 5 

Transparency centimeters 
IOWATER 
transparency 

tube 
47 2 49 60 60 60 

E. coli 
Bacteria 

CFU/100 ml 
Coliscan 
Easygel 

14 0 142 284 1,390 10,000 

E. coli 
Bacteria 

MPN/100 ml SM 9223B 22 <10 110 275 658 8,700 

mg/L = milligrams per liter (or parts per million - ppm) 
CFU/100 ml = Colony Forming Units per 100 milliliters; MPN = Most Probable Number 
 
 
Sites sampled as part of the IOWATER fall 2011 statewide snapshot event were monitored by the following: Greg Beisker, Lloyd and 
Gaylan Crim, Rick Dietz, Susan Fritzell, Patty Fuller-Bloechl, Dave and Patty Hansen, William Keller, Jerry Kenny, Erv Klaas, 
Ramona Kraft, Michael Lundberg, Laura Merrick, Ruth Parks, John Pohlman, Steve Ryan, George Schrimper, Gary and Anne Shaner, 
Jim Urban, and Don Wall. 
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