
 
 
Table 1.  IOWATER statewide spring snapshot results - May 13-15, 2011.  A total of 50 streams and 
2 lakes were sampled. 

Percentiles 
Parameter Unit Method 

# of 
samples 

Min 
Value 25th 50th 75th 

Max 
Value 

Water 
Temperature 

°F 
IOWATER 
thermometer 

50 38 47 50 53 66 

Chloride mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
50 <25 <25 <25 34 296 

pH pH units 
IOWATER test 

strip 
51 7 8 8 9 9 

Nitrite-N mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
51 0 0 0 0 1 

Nitrate-N mg/L 
IOWATER test 

strip 
51 0 2 5 10 20 

Dissolved 
Oxygen 

mg/L 
IOWATER 

Field Kit 
51 4 8 10 10 12 

Phosphate mg/L 
IOWATER 

Field Kit 
49 0 0.1 0.1 0.2 4 

Transparency centimeters 
IOWATER 
transparency 

tube 
50 16 44 60 60 60 

E. coli 
Bacteria 

CFU/100 ml 
Coliscan 
Easygel 

6 567 867 5,734 10,000 10,000 

E. coli 
Bacteria 

MPN/100 ml SM 9223B 32 <10 253 450 808 30,000 

mg/L = milligrams per liter (or parts per million - ppm) 
CFU/100 ml = Colony Forming Units per 100 milliliters; MPN = Most Probable Number 
 
 
Sites sampled as part of the IOWATER spring 2011 statewide snapshot event were monitored by the following: Lloyd and Gaylan 
Crim, Zach DeYoung, Rick Dietz, Ed and Emily Engle, Susan Fritzell, Tom Gust, Erv Klaas, Julian Lachendro, Laura Merrick, Elissa 
Newton, KJ Rebarcak, Steve Ryan, Ron Schuck, Jay Stewart, Michael Sundberg, Carrington Taylor, Mike Todd, Jim Urban, Don 
Wall, George Wang, and Jeff White. 
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