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Erv Klaas

IOWATER Volunteer of the Year - Erwin Klaas

The IOWATER Volunteer of the Year award is presented
to Erwin “Erv” Klaas from Ames. Since attending an
IOWATER workshop in 2001, Erv has been monitoring
water quality at two locations along Squaw Creek. Since
November of 2001, Erv has amassed an impressive data
record - over 100 datasets for each of his two Squaw
Creek monitoring sites. With such large and long-term
datasets available, Erv had a good understanding of
what was normal for his sites. So, when he sampled in
September of 2009, he suspected something was askew
when his bacteria samples yielded off-the-charts results
- nearly 9 million CFU/100 ml. After contacting
IOWATER and conducting some follow up monitoring of
his own, Erv then contacted the City of Ames Public
Works Department who promptly began an
investigation. In a storm sewer pipe that discharged
near one of his monitoring sites, they discovered (and
subsequently repaired) a crack and hole in a sanitary
sewer line that allowed sewage to drain into the storm
line and discharge to Squaw Creek. Erv has sampled his
sites since that time and is happy to report that bacteria
has returned to normal levels. If Erv had not been
monitoring this site regularly, this problem may have
gone undetected. Erv’s regular monitoring, knowledge
of normal conditions for his site, quick action, and
tactful and thorough approach to problem resolution
perfectly illustrates the mission of the IOWATER
program - to protect and improve lowa's water quality.
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IOWATER Professional of the Year - Jeff Tisl

The IOWATER Professional of the Year award is
presented to Jeff Tisl, northeast lowa regional
watershed coordinator for the lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stewardship. Jeff has made it his
career to be involved in water quality issues in lowa and
to involve volunteers in watershed projects. As a
regional watershed coordinator, Jeff usually has 15
projects in the works at any one time, almost all of
which involve volunteer local work groups. Simply put,
without a significant voluntary effort at the local level,
few of these watershed efforts would ever develop far
enough to become a project, let alone experience the
success they have under Jeff's direction. Jeff views
himself as a "coach" as he works with watershed
groups. He provides guidance to the "players" but
allows them to make decisions on what needs to be
done. He encourages them to take responsibility and
assume leadership for their watershed, both critical to
the success of watershed projects. In addition, Jeff has
been an innovator in the watershed arena. He was
involved in developing the RASCAL protocol which has
become the standard for assessing stream corridors in
lowa. Jeff also identified ways to measure progress
towards water quality goals by estimating sediment
loading reductions to streams.



Christopher Soldat, Grant Wood Area Education Agency

IOWATER Classroom of the Year - Grant
Wood Area Education Agency

The IOWATER Classroom of the Year award is presented
to the Grant Wood Area Education Agency for the
iGISST project, a three-year math and science
partnership aimed at improving science education in
grades 6-12. The iGISST project (Inquiry: Geographic
Information Systems in Science Teaching) began three
years ago by training roughly 40 Eastern lowa science
teachers in IOWATER methods. These teachers have
involved more than 1,000 students in their IOWATER
classroom activities. iGISST helps teachers meet lowa's
Core Curriculum goals of problem-based learning in the
classroom by using real-world examples of water
quality in the student's environment. The teachers are
trained in IOWATER methods, but also methods of
investigating questions using the same approaches used
by scientists to help make the experience more
authentic and enjoyable for the students. In this way,
students are not passively conducting experiments in
the classroom where the outcome can be predicted, but
using real-life examples of water quality issues that are
found in the popular media or from their life
experiences to help drive the scientific inquiry. The use
of the iGISST protocols has helped students and school
districts meet the Core's problem based learning goals
as well as building the 21st century skills that will help
to make the students more successful later in life.
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Joanne Mendenhall and Kevin Kosteleck, chairs River
Run Garbage Grab (R2G2)

IOWATER Event of the Year -
River Run Garbage Grab (R2G2)

The IOWATER Event of the Year award is presented to
the River Run Garbage Grab (R2G2), a grassroots effort
designed to bring central lowans together to remove
trash from the Des Moines and Raccoon rivers and
adjacent trails in Polk County. The annual event started
with a partnership between the Izaac Walton League-
Des Moines Chapter and Central lowa Paddlers. In 2007,
with C.L.E.A.R. grant funds and inspiration from DNR's
Project AWARE, the Central lowa Paddlers and lowa
Whitewater Coalition helped to expand the event to
include additional partners, more river miles, more
volunteers, and recycling of as much trash as possible.
That year, the event also engaged land managers, river
enthusiasts, and environmental agencies and other
organizations. In 2008, the event doubled in size to
include the new 20-mile Des Moines River Water Trail in
Polk County. Additional partners, including the City of
Pleasant Hill, Wells Fargo, Des Moines Water Works,
Principal Financial, and lowa Outdoor Unlimited,
provided leadership, funding, and in-kind services to
support the event. In 2009, Wells Fargo's Green Team
took a huge interest in the event and provided
leadership as well as funding. With this broad base of
support and increasing interest, R2G2 continues to
show the positive impact volunteers can have on lowa
rivers
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IOWATER Watershed Group of the Year -
lowa River Cleanup Partnership

The IOWATER Watershed Group of the Year award is
presented to the lowa River Cleanup Partnership of
Johnson County, a partnership of city/county agencies
and organizations, groups with the University of lowa,
and volunteers. This group organized the removal of
2008 flood debris from the banks of the lowa River and
adjacent public and private lands from the spillway in
lowa City's Peninsula Park downriver to the community
of Hills, a distance of 14 miles. Over a 15-month period,
this group completed 21 weekday and weekend events
at which 977 volunteers collected 146 tons of trash and
woody debris. For four years, this partnership has
organized “Make a Difference Days" in the spring and
fall during which college students and other volunteers
assist with the cleanup of wetlands, the lowa River, and
creeks that run through lowa City. The partnership is
also involved in North Central Jr High's "Earth Day
Muddy Creek Cleanup," a day during which 7th graders
learn IOWATER testing, clean up trash, and clear the
floodplain of woody debris. Members of the
partnership also participate in the lowa Children's
Water Festival, a statewide event which provides 5th
graders with an opportunity to learn about water in our
environment.



